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DEUTERONOMY
KEY STATEMENTS
God was leading His people into the good land,
a type of Christ, by Christ, and He was sustaining them
on their way to the good land also by Christ,
who is everything that proceeds out through the mouth of God;
every word in Deuteronomy is the very Christ,
who is now the word of God for us to receive
as our life and life supply.
The government of God is the governmental administration
of the righteous, holy, faithful,
tender, loving, and compassionate God.
Because we are practically joined to Christ
as the reality of the good land and are enjoying His riches,
God’s eyes are upon us continually,
causing us to enjoy God’s presence
and making us the object of His care.
Those who are qualified to inherit and live in the good land
know God’s heart and God’s government, love God, trust in God,
fear God, subject themselves to God’s ruling,
mind the tender feelings of God, and live in the presence of God.
At the entrance of the church there is the cross,
and in order to meet as the church,
we must experience the cross for the crucifying of the self,
for the overthrowing of “reasonings and every high thing
rising up against the knowledge of God,”
and for the exalting of Christ alone so that He may be all and in all
for God’s expression and the unique testimony of oneness.
Believers in Christ who live under the government of God
choose life and receive blessing,
living according to the principle of life
and realizing that in the Christian life and the church life
everything depends on the Lord’s blessing.
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Message One
The Intrinsic Significance of Deuteronomy—
a Book concerning Christ
EM Hymns: 535, 799

Scripture Reading: Deut. 30:11-14; Rom. 10:6-9; Deut. 8:3;
Matt. 4:4; Psa. 119:1-2, 9; Deut. 27:1-8
Deut 30:11
Deut 30:12
Deut 30:13
Deut 30:14
Rom 10:6
Rom 10:7
Rom 10:8
Rom 10:9
Deut 8:3

Matt 4:4
Psa 119:1
Psa 119:2
Psa 119:9
Deut 27:1
Deut 27:2
Deut 27:3

Deut 27:4
Deut 27:5
Deut 27:6
Deut 27:7
Deut 27:8

I.

For this commandment which I am commanding you today, it is not too difficult for you, nor is it
distant.
It is not in heaven that you should say, Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us to
make us hear it and do it?
Nor is it across the sea that you should say, Who will go across the sea for us and bring it to us to
make us hear it and do it?
But the word is very near to you, even in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it.
But the righteousness which is out of faith speaks in this way, Do not say in your heart, "Who will
ascend into heaven?" that is, to bring Christ down;
Or, "Who will descend into the abyss?" that is, to bring Christ up from the dead.
But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of
the faith which we proclaim,
That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God has raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved;
And He humbled you and let you go hungry and fed you the manna, which you had never known
nor your fathers had ever known, so that He might make you know that man lives not by bread
alone, but that man lives by everything that proceeds out from the mouth of Jehovah.
But He answered and said, It is written, "Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that
proceeds out through the mouth of God."
Blessed are those whose way is perfect, / Who walk in the law of Jehovah.
Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, / Who seek Him with all their heart.
With what should a young man keep his way pure? / By guarding it according to Your word.
And Moses, with the elders of Israel, commanded the people, saying, Keep the whole commandment
which I am commanding you today.
And in the day when you cross over the Jordan into the land which Jehovah your God is giving
you, you shall erect for yourself large stones; and you shall coat them with plaster.
And you shall write upon them all the words of this law when you cross over, in order that you
may enter the land which Jehovah your God is giving you, a land flowing with milk and honey, as
Jehovah, the God of your fathers, promised to you.
And when you cross over the Jordan, you shall erect these stones, concerning which I am
commanding you today, on Mount Ebal; and you shall coat them with plaster.
And you shall build there an altar to Jehovah your God, an altar of stones; you shall not use an
iron tool upon them;
With unhewn stones you shall build the altar of Jehovah your God. Then you shall offer up burnt
offerings upon it to Jehovah your God;
And you shall sacrifice peace offerings and eat there, and you shall rejoice before Jehovah your God.
Then you shall write upon the stones all the words of this law very clearly.

Deuteronomy is a concluding word of the law and gives an all-inclusive conclusion
to the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible, which were written by
Moses:
A.
B.

Deuteronomy means “second law” and thus signifies a respeaking, a repeated speaking, of
the divine law.
The law was given through Moses the first time when he was eighty years old (Exo. 7:7);
forty years later, after the first generation, with the exception of Caleb and Joshua, had died
out, the law was spoken again to the children of Israel, this time to the second generation,
the generation that was ready to enter into the good land and possess it (Deut. 2:14; 8:6-10):
Exo 7:7

And Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three years old when they spoke
to Pharaoh.
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Deut 2:14

Deut 8:6
Deut 8:7
Deut 8:8
Deut 8:9
Deut 8:10

1.

And the time that we spent in going from Kadesh-barnea until we crossed over the
brook Zered was thirty-eight years, until all the generation of the men of war was
consumed from the midst of the camp, as Jehovah had sworn to them.
Therefore keep the commandments of Jehovah your God, walking in His ways and
fearing Him.
For Jehovah your God is bringing you to a good land, a land of waterbrooks, of
springs and of fountains, flowing forth in valleys and in mountains;
A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive
trees with oil and of honey;
A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in it; a
land whose stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine copper.
And you shall eat and be satisfied, and you shall bless Jehovah your God for the
good land which He has given you.

If we are going to fully possess Christ as the good land, we must beware of having an
evil heart of unbelief—1:25-26, 28, 35-39; 9:23; Heb. 3:12, 16-19; 4:2, 6; 11:1; cf. 2
Cor. 4:13; Gal. 3:2, 5; Rom. 10:17; Acts 6:5a; Num. 13:25-33; 14:4-10; 32:11-12;
Josh. 14:6-12.
Deut 1:25

Deut 1:26
Deut 1:28

Deut 1:35
Deut 1:36

Deut 1:37
Deut 1:38
Deut 1:39

Deut 9:23

Heb 3:12
Heb 3:16
Heb 3:17
Heb 3:18
Heb 3:19
Heb 4:2

Heb 4:6

Heb 11:1
2 Cor 4:13

And in their hands they took some of the fruit of the land, and they brought it
down to us. And they brought word back to us and said, It is a good land which
Jehovah our God is giving us.
Yet you would not go up. Rather you rebelled against the word of Jehovah your
God;
Where shall we go up? Our brothers have made our hearts melt, saying, The
people are greater and taller than we; the cities are big and fortified up to
heaven; and furthermore we have seen the children of the Anakim there.
Not one of these men, this evil generation, shall by any means see the good
land which I have sworn to give to your fathers,
Except Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it. And to him I will give the
land on which he has trodden, and to his children, because he has fully
followed Jehovah.
With me also Jehovah was angry on your account, saying, You also shall not
enter there;
Joshua the son of Nun, who attends to you, he shall enter there. Strengthen
him, for it is he who will cause Israel to inherit it.
Moreover your little ones, who you said would be prey, and your children, who
this day do not know good and evil, they shall enter there. And to them I will
give it, and they will possess it.
And when Jehovah sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, Go up and possess
the land which I have given you, you rebelled at the word of Jehovah your God
and did not believe Him and did not listen to His voice.
Beware, brothers, lest perhaps there be in any one of you an evil heart of
unbelief in falling away from the living God.
For who provoked Him when they heard? Indeed was it not all who came out of
Egypt by Moses?
And with whom was He displeased for forty years? Was it not with those who
sinned, whose carcasses fell in the wilderness?
And to whom did He swear that they should not enter into His rest, except to
the disobedient?
And we see that they were not able to enter in because of unbelief.
For indeed we have had the good news announced to us, even as they also;
but the word heard did not profit them, not being mixed together with faith in
those who heard.
Since therefore it remains that some should enter into it and those who
formerly had the good news announced to them did not enter because of
disobedience,
Now faith is the substantiation of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
And having the same spirit of faith according to that which is written, "I
believed, therefore I spoke," we also believe, therefore we also speak,
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Gal 3:2
Gal 3:5
Rom 10:17
Acts 6:5a
Num 13:25
Num 13:26

Num 13:27
Num 13:28
Num 13:29

Num 13:30
Num 13:31
Num 13:32

Num 13:33

Num 14:4
Num 14:5
Num 14:6
Num 14:7
Num 14:8
Num 14:9

Num 14:10
Num 32:11

Num 32:12
Josh 14:6

Josh 14:7

Josh 14:8
Josh 14:9

This only I wish to learn from you, Did you receive the Spirit out of the works of
law or out of the hearing of faith?
He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit and does works of power
among you, does He do it out of the works of law or out of the hearing of faith?
So faith comes out of hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
And the word pleased all the multitude; …
And they returned from spying out the land at the end of forty days.
And they proceeded to come to Moses and to Aaron and to the whole
assembly of the children of Israel, to the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and
they brought back word to them and to the whole assembly, and showed them
the fruit of the land.
And they told him and said, We came to the land into which you sent us; and it
indeed flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.
However, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are
fortified and very large; and we also saw the descendants of Anak there.
The Amalekites dwell in the land of the Negev, and the Hittites and the
Jebusites and the Amorites dwell in the hill country, and the Canaanites dwell
by the sea and along the Jordan.
But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, Let us go up at once and
possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.
But the men who went up with him said, We are not able to go up against the
people, for they are stronger than we.
And they brought to the children of Israel an evil report of the land which they
had spied out, saying, The land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is a
land that eats up its inhabitants; and all the people that we saw in it are men of
great size.
And there we saw the Nephilim (the descendants of Anak are part of the
Nephilim); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in
their sight.
And they said one to another, Let us appoint a captain, and let us return to Egypt.
Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before the whole congregation of the
assembly of the children of Israel.
And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among
those who spied out the land, tore their clothes.
And they spoke to the whole assembly of the children of Israel, saying, The
land through which we passed to spy out is an exceedingly good land.
If Jehovah is pleased with us, He will bring us into this land and give it to us; a
land which flows with milk and honey.
Only do not rebel against Jehovah, nor should you fear the people of the land,
for they are our bread. Their protection has been removed from them, and
Jehovah is with us; do not fear them.
But the whole assembly said to stone them with stones. Then the glory of
Jehovah appeared in the Tent of Meeting to all the children of Israel.
Surely none of the men who came up out of Egypt, from twenty years old and
upward, shall see the land which I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, because they have not fully followed Me;
Except Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite and Joshua the son of Nun,
because they have fully followed Jehovah.
Then the children of Judah approached Joshua in Gilgal; and Caleb the son of
Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, You know the word that Jehovah spoke
to Moses the man of God concerning me and concerning you in Kadesh-barnea.
I was forty years old when Moses the servant of Jehovah sent me out from
Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land; and I returned such a word to him as was
genuinely upon my heart.
However my brothers who went up with me made the people's heart melt, but I
fully followed Jehovah my God.
And Moses swore on that day, saying, Surely the land on which your foot has
trodden will be an inheritance to you and to your children forever, for you have
fully followed Jehovah my God.
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Josh 14:10

Josh 14:11

Josh 14:12

2.

If we are going to fully possess Christ as the good land, we must beware of murmurings
(discontented and secret mutterings, grumblings, and complaining)—1 Cor. 10:5-6,
10-11; Deut. 1:27; Num. 14:1-4; Psa. 106:25; Phil. 2:14.
1 Cor 10:5
1 Cor 10:6
1 Cor 10:10
1 Cor 10:11
Deut 1:27

Num 14:1
Num 14:2

Num 14:3

Num 14:4
Psa 106:25
Phil 2:14

3.

And now, look, Jehovah has kept me alive, as He said, for these forty-five
years, since the time Jehovah spoke this word to Moses while Israel walked
through the wilderness. And now, look, today I am eighty-five years old.
Today I am still as strong as I was on the day Moses sent me out; as my
strength was then, so my strength is now, for battle and for going out and
coming in.
Now therefore give me this hill country, of which Jehovah spoke on that day, for
you heard on that day that the Anakim were there with great fortified cities. It
may be that Jehovah will be with me, and I will dispossess them, as Jehovah
said.

But with most of them God was not well pleased, for they were strewn along in
the wilderness.
Now these things occurred as examples to us, that we should not be ones who
lust after evil things, even as they also lusted.
Neither murmur, just as some of them murmured and perished by the
destroyer.
Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for
our admonition, unto whom the ends of the ages have come.
And you murmured in your tents and said, Because Jehovah hates us, He has
brought us out from the land of Egypt to deliver us into the hands of the
Amorites in order to destroy us.
Then the whole assembly lifted up their voice and cried, and the people wept
that night.
And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron; and
the whole assembly said to them, If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if
only we had died in this wilderness!
And why does Jehovah bring us into this land to fall by the sword? Our wives
and our little ones will become plunder. Would it not be better for us to return to
Egypt?
And they said one to another, Let us appoint a captain, and let us return to
Egypt.
Rather they murmured in their tents; / They did not listen to the voice of
Jehovah.
Do all things without murmurings and reasonings

If we are going to fully possess Christ as the good land, we must beware of
languishing in the land; the word languish implies the loss of spiritual freshness and
the blunting of original impressions, produced by force of custom, or long residence
in the same spot—Deut. 4:25; Rev. 3:15-22; Deut. 34:7.
Deut 4:25

Rev 3:15
Rev 3:16
Rev 3:17

Rev 3:18

Rev 3:19
Rev 3:20

When you have brought forth children and grandchildren and have languished
in the land, and you have spoiled yourselves by making an idol, the form of
anything, and have done that which is evil in the sight of Jehovah your God so
as to anger Him;
I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold
or hot.
So, because you are lukewarm and neither hot nor cold, I am about to spew
you out of My mouth.
Because you say, I am wealthy and have become rich and have need of
nothing, and do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and
blind and naked,
I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined by fire that you may be rich, and
white garments that you may be clothed and that the shame of your nakedness
may not be manifested, and eyesalve to anoint your eyes that you may see.
As many as I love I rebuke and discipline; be zealous therefore and repent.
Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the
door, then I will come in to him and dine with him and he with Me.
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Rev 3:21
Rev 3:22
Deut 34:7

C.

He who overcomes, to him I will give to sit with Me on My throne, as I also
overcame and sat with My Father on His throne.
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
And Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died; his eye was not
dim, nor had his freshness left him.

Most of the second generation had not been present to hear the giving of the Ten
Commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances at Mount Sinai; therefore, God burdened
Moses to respeak, to rehearse, the law; this respeaking was a renewed training given to the
new generation of the children of Israel after their long wandering, to prepare them to enter
into the good land promised by God and inherit it as their possession—Exo. 3:8; Col. 1:12;
2:6-7.
Exo 3:8

Col 1:12
Col 2:6
Col 2:7

And I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring
them up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and
honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the
Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites.
Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted portion
of the saints in the light;
As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in Him,
Having been rooted and being built up in Him, and being established in the faith even
as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

II. The two generations should be interpreted not only in a literal sense but also
in a typological sense; the first generation typifies our old man, and the second
generation typifies our new man:
A.

Paul’s intention in writing 1 Corinthians was to help the saints experience the dying out of
the old man and the growing up of the new man—3:1 and footnote 11, 6-9; 5:7; 10:3-13.
1 Cor 3:1
Note 1

1 Cor 3:6
1 Cor 3:7
1 Cor 3:8
1 Cor 3:9
1 Cor 5:7
1 Cor 10:3
1 Cor 10:4
1 Cor 10:5
1 Cor 10:6
1 Cor 10:7
1 Cor 10:8
1 Cor 10:9
1 Cor 10:10
1 Cor 10:11
1 Cor 10:12

1

And I, brothers, was not able to speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to fleshy, as
to infants in Christ.
A spiritual man is one who does not behave according to the flesh or act according to
the soulish life but lives according to the spirit, that is, his spirit mingled with the Spirit
of God. Such a man is dominated, governed, directed, moved, and led by such a
mingled spirit.
I planted, Apollos watered, but God caused the growth.
So then neither is he who plants anything nor he who waters, but God who causes
the growth.
Now he who plants and he who waters are one, but each will receive his own reward
according to his own labor.
For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's cultivated land, God's building.
Purge out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, even as you are unleavened;
for our Passover, Christ, also has been sacrificed.
And all ate the same spiritual food,
And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed
them, and the rock was Christ.
But with most of them God was not well pleased, for they were strewn along in the
wilderness.
Now these things occurred as examples to us, that we should not be ones who lust
after evil things, even as they also lusted.
Neither become idolaters, as some of them did; as it is written, "The people sat down
to eat and drink, and stood up to play."
Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed fornication, and there
fell in one day twenty-three thousand.
Neither let us test Christ, as some of them tested Him and were destroyed by the
serpents.
Neither murmur, just as some of them murmured and perished by the destroyer.
Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our
admonition, unto whom the ends of the ages have come.
So then let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.
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1 Cor 10:13

B.

The good land in 2 Corinthians typifies Christ Himself as the very embodiment of the
processed Triune God given to us as the divine grace for our enjoyment—1:12; 4:15; 6:1;
8:1, 9; 9:8, 14; 12:9; 13:14.
2 Cor 1:12

2 Cor 4:15
2 Cor 6:1
2 Cor 8:1
2 Cor 8:9
2 Cor 9:8
2 Cor 9:14
2 Cor 12:9

2 Cor 13:14

C.

D.

Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner
man is being renewed day by day.

Transformation is the inward metabolic process in which God works to spread His divine
life and nature throughout every part of our being, particularly our soul, bringing Christ and
His riches into our being as our new element and causing our old, natural element to be
gradually discharged—3:18; Rom. 12:2.
2 Cor 3:18

Rom 12:2

F.

For our boasting is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in singleness and
sincerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we have conducted
ourselves in the world, and more abundantly toward you.
For all things are for your sakes that the grace which has abounded through the
greater number may cause the thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.
And working together with Him, we also entreat you not to receive the grace of God in vain;
Furthermore we make known to you, brothers, the grace of God which has been
given in the churches of Macedonia,
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, for your
sakes He became poor in order that you, because of His poverty, might become rich.
And God is able to make all grace abound unto you, that, in everything always having
all sufficiency, you may abound unto every good work;
While in petition on your behalf they also long after you on account of the surpassing
grace of God upon you.
And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected in
weakness. Most gladly therefore I will rather boast in my weaknesses that the power
of Christ might tabernacle over me.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

We need to be those who grow in life into the full possession and enjoyment of the allinclusive Christ, God’s promised land; to grow in life is to eliminate the old generation and
to be renewed in our mind, emotion, and will for our transformation; transformation is the
dying out of the old man and the growing up of the new man.
God’s economy is to have our old man (the outer man) consumed and our new man (the
inner man) renewed day by day—4:16.
2 Cor 4:16

E.

No temptation has taken you except that which is common to man; and God is
faithful, who will not allow that you be tempted beyond what you are able, but will,
with the temptation, also make the way out, that you may be able to endure it.

But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from
the Lord Spirit.
And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of
the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well
pleasing and perfect.

By the Lord’s mercy and grace, since we have come into the Lord’s recovery, a metabolic
change is taking place within us; this is the experience of being renewed for our growth in
life and transformation in life to usher us into the enjoyment of Christ as our good land for
God’s building and kingdom.

III. In Romans 10:6-9 Paul applies the word spoken by Moses in Deuteronomy 30:1114 to Christ, indicating that the commandment, which is the word of God (vv. 11,
14), is Christ as the Word (John 1:1; Rev. 19:13), who, as the breath that proceeds
out of God’s mouth (cf. Deut. 8:3; 2 Tim. 3:16a), is in our heart and in our mouth:
Rom 10:6

But the righteousness which is out of faith speaks in this way, Do not say in your heart,
"Who will ascend into heaven?" that is, to bring Christ down;
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Rom 10:7
Rom 10:8
Rom 10:9
Deut 30:11
Deut 30:12
Deut 30:13
Deut 30:14
John 1:1
Rev 19:13
Deut 8:3

2 Tim 3:16a

A.

Or, "Who will descend into the abyss?" that is, to bring Christ up from the dead.
But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the
word of the faith which we proclaim,
That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that God has
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;
For this commandment which I am commanding you today, it is not too difficult for you, nor
is it distant.
It is not in heaven that you should say, Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us
to make us hear it and do it?
Nor is it across the sea that you should say, Who will go across the sea for us and bring it
to us to make us hear it and do it?
But the word is very near to you, even in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
And He is clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and His name is called the Word of God.
And He humbled you and let you go hungry and fed you the manna, which you had never
known nor your fathers had ever known, so that He might make you know that man lives
not by bread alone, but that man lives by everything that proceeds out from the mouth of
Jehovah.
All Scripture is God-breathed …

In Deuteronomy 30 the it in verse 12 refers to the commandment in verse 11; the
commandment of God is the word, and Christ is the unique word of God:
Deut 30
Deut 30:12
Deut 30:11

1.

be omitted.
It is not in heaven that you should say, Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it
to us to make us hear it and do it?
For this commandment which I am commanding you today, it is not too difficult for
you, nor is it distant.

Whereas verse 13 speaks of the sea, in Romans 10:7 Paul speaks of the abyss, which
points to the place Christ visited after His death and before His resurrection, which
place is Hades, the region of death as the lower parts of the earth—Acts 2:24, 27;
Eph. 4:9.
Deut 30:13
Rom 10:7
Acts 2:24
Acts 2:27
Eph 4:9

2.

To bring Christ down refers to Christ’s incarnation; to bring Christ up from the dead
refers to Christ’s resurrection; Christ was incarnated and crucified by coming down
from heaven and was resurrected by coming up from Hades (the abyss)—Rom. 10:67.
Rom 10:6
Rom 10:7

3.

Nor is it across the sea that you should say, Who will go across the sea for us
and bring it to us to make us hear it and do it?
Or, "Who will descend into the abyss?" that is, to bring Christ up from the dead.
Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was not
possible for Him to be held by it.
Because You will not abandon my soul to Hades, nor will you permit Your Holy
One to see corruption.
(Now this, "He ascended," what is it except that He also descended into the
lower parts of the earth?

But the righteousness which is out of faith speaks in this way, Do not say in
your heart, "Who will ascend into heaven?" that is, to bring Christ down;
Or, "Who will descend into the abyss?" that is, to bring Christ up from the dead.

When we put together Deuteronomy 30:11-14 and Romans 10:6-9, we have a full
picture concerning Christ; in this picture we see that Christ was incarnated, that He
was crucified and buried, that He went to the abyss, that He arose from among the
dead, and that in His resurrection He became the breath, the life-giving Spirit; this is
our basis for saying that Christ is unveiled throughout the book of Deuteronomy—
John 20:22; 1 Cor. 15:45b.
Deut 30:11
Deut 30:12

For this commandment which I am commanding you today, it is not too difficult
for you, nor is it distant.
It is not in heaven that you should say, Who will ascend to heaven for us and
bring it to us to make us hear it and do it?
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Deut 30:13

Nor is it across the sea that you should say, Who will go across the sea for us
and bring it to us to make us hear it and do it?
Deut 30:14 But the word is very near to you, even in your mouth and in your heart, that you
may do it.
Rom 10:6
But the righteousness which is out of faith speaks in this way, Do not say in
your heart, "Who will ascend into heaven?" that is, to bring Christ down;
Rom 10:7
Or, "Who will descend into the abyss?" that is, to bring Christ up from the dead.
Rom 10:8
But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart,"
that is, the word of the faith which we proclaim,
Rom 10:9
That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;
John 20:22 And when He had said this, He breathed into them and said to them, Receive
the Holy Spirit.
1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.

4.

Thus, Christ has become the living Word, the Spirit (Eph. 6:17), to be in our mouth
and in our heart, just like the air, the breath, that can be taken into our being; He is
near, and He is available for us to receive as our life supply, our strength, and our
everything by calling on Him—Rom. 10:12-13.
Eph 6:17
Rom 10:12
Rom 10:13

And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is
the word of God,
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord is Lord of
all and rich to all who call upon Him;
For "whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."

5.

B.

As the Word of God, the incarnated, crucified, and resurrected Christ Himself, who
has become the life-giving Spirit as the breath breathed out by the speaking God, is
the word of the law—including the commandments, statutes, and ordinances—
rehearsed by Moses in Deuteronomy; in Deuteronomy expressions such as law,
commandments, statutes, ordinances, and judgments are synonyms of Christ.
Deuteronomy 8:3 says that “man lives not by bread alone, but that man lives by everything
that proceeds out from the mouth of Jehovah”; in Matthew 4:4 everything is replaced by
every word, referring to the law, the commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances as the
words that proceed out of the mouth of God:
Deut 8:3

Matt 4:4

1.

And He humbled you and let you go hungry and fed you the manna, which you had
never known nor your fathers had ever known, so that He might make you know that
man lives not by bread alone, but that man lives by everything that proceeds out from
the mouth of Jehovah.
But He answered and said, It is written, "Man shall not live on bread alone, but on
every word that proceeds out through the mouth of God."

In Deuteronomy the laws, the commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances are all
God’s word, and the totality, the aggregate, of God’s word is Christ (John 1:1, 14);
therefore, to live by every word that proceeds out through the mouth of God is to live
by Christ, the embodiment of the divine breath.
John 1:1
John 1:14

2.

3.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His
glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

All the words in Deuteronomy are God’s breathing, and God’s breathing is altogether
embodied in Christ; as we read Deuteronomy, we need to inhale all that God has
exhaled, all that He has breathed out; by inhaling the divine breath in Deuteronomy,
we will enjoy Christ, the embodiment of the divine breath; the more we receive the
breath of the speaking God, the more we will enjoy Christ.
Whereas the children of Israel were charged to keep the commandments, statutes, and
ordinances, we today need to keep Christ; by taking Christ, keeping Christ, and
holding fast to Him, we will gain Him, enjoy Him, and live Him; we need to love
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Christ, keep Christ, teach Christ, wear Christ, and write Christ—6:1, 5-9; Phil. 3:9;
1:19-21a.
Deut 6:1

Deut 6:5
Deut 6:6
Deut 6:7

Deut 6:8
Deut 6:9
Phil 3:9

Phil 1:19
Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21a

4.

God was leading His people into the good land, a type of Christ, by Christ, and He
was sustaining them on their way to the good land also by Christ, who is everything
that proceeds out through the mouth of God; every word in Deuteronomy is the very
Christ, who is now the word of God for us to receive as our life and life supply—Psa.
119:1, 9 and footnotes 11 and 91.
Psa 119:1
Note 1

Psa 119:9
Note 1

5.

Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the ordinances, which Jehovah
your God has commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land
into which you are crossing over to possess;
And you shall love Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your might.
And these words, which I command you today, shall be upon your heart;
And you shall repeat them to your children, and speak about them when you sit
in your house and when you journey on the way, and when you lie down and
when you rise up;
And you shall bind them on your hand as a sign, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes;
And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law,
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God
and based on faith,
For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and
the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to
shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in
my body, whether through life or through death.
For to me, to live is Christ …

1

Blessed are those whose way is perfect, / Who walk in the law of Jehovah.
The word law is used twenty-five times in this psalm (vv. 1, 18, etc.). A number
of different synonyms for law are also used, including testimony (once, in v. 88),
testimonies (twenty-two times, in vv. 2, 14, etc.), word (thirty-six times, in vv. 9, 11,
etc.), words (six times, in vv. 57, 103, etc.; cf. Exo. 34:28, lit.), commandment
(once, in v. 96), commandments (twenty-one times, in vv. 6, 10, etc.), statutes
(twenty-two times, in vv. 5, 8, etc.), ordinances (seventeen times, in vv. 7, 13, etc.),
judgments (three times, in vv. 75, 120, 137), and precepts (twenty-one times, in vv.
4, 15, etc.). All these terms from law to precepts consummate in the way (four
times, in vv. 14, 27, 32, 33) or ways (three times, in vv. 3, 15, 37), signifying
Christ as the way of God for His people (John 14:6). Psalm 119 is a psalm of
176 verses describing Christ, who is the reality of the law, the commandments,
the ordinances, the statutes, the precepts, and the judgments.
With what should a young man keep his way pure? / By guarding it according
1
to Your word.
Christ is the reality of the law in the sense of its being not only the testimony of
God but also the word of God. In total, He is the Word of God (John 1:1; Rev.
19:13b). The words of this psalm are the written words of God, but Christ is the
living Word of God breathed out by God (2 Tim. 3:16a). The written words are
the letters, but the living Word is the Spirit (John 6:63; Eph. 6:17), who is the
reality of the letters. The law is the person of Christ, and the person of Christ is
the Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45; 2 Cor. 3:17). The Spirit is the reality of whatever God is
(John 16:13; 1 John 5:6). Hence, as the Spirit, Christ is the reality of the law.

Because the Scriptures are the breathing out of God, the exhaling of God (2 Tim.
3:16), we should inhale the Scriptures by receiving the word of God by means of all
prayer (Eph. 6:17-18); as we are teaching the Bible, we should be exhaling God into
people.
2 Tim 3:16

All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness,
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Eph 6:17
Eph 6:18

And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is
the word of God,
By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching
unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints,

IV. If we take every part of the law—all the commandments, ordinances, statutes,
precepts, and judgments—as the word breathed out by the God whom we
love, we will have the law as God’s living word; the Spirit is the reality of
whatever God is (John 16:13; 1 John 5:6); hence, as the Spirit, Christ is the
reality of the law (John 6:63; Eph. 6:17-18; 1 Cor. 15:45b; Psa. 119:9 and
footnote 91):
John 16:13

But when He, the Spirit of reality, comes, He will guide you into all the reality; for He will not
speak from Himself, but what He hears He will speak; and He will declare to you the things
that are coming.
1 John 5:6
This is He who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ; not in the water only, but in the
water and in the blood; and the Spirit is He who testifies, because the Spirit is the reality.
John 6:63
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken to you
are spirit and are life.
Eph 6:17
And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the word of God,
Eph 6:18
By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching unto this in
all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints,
1 Cor 15:45b So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living soul"; the last Adam became a
life-giving Spirit.
Psa 119:9
With what should a young man keep his way pure? / By guarding it according to Your
1
word.
Note 1
Christ is the reality of the law in the sense of its being not only the testimony of God but also
the word of God. In total, He is the Word of God (John 1:1; Rev. 19:13b). The words of this
psalm are the written words of God, but Christ is the living Word of God breathed out by
God (2 Tim. 3:16a). The written words are the letters, but the living Word is the Spirit (John
6:63; Eph. 6:17), who is the reality of the letters. The law is the person of Christ, and the
person of Christ is the Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45; 2 Cor. 3:17). The Spirit is the reality of whatever
God is (John 16:13; 1 John 5:6). Hence, as the Spirit, Christ is the reality of the law.

A.

As God’s living word, the law functions to minister the living God to His seekers—vv. 2,
88.
Psa 119:2
Psa 119:88

B.

Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, / Who seek Him with all their heart.
Enliven me according to Your lovingkindness, / And I will keep the testimony of Your
mouth.

As God’s living word, the law functions to dispense God Himself as life and light into
those who love the law—vv. 25, 50, 107, 116, 130, 154.
Psa 119:25
Psa 119:50
Psa 119:107
Psa 119:116

My soul clings to the dust; / Enliven me according to Your word.
This is my comfort in my affliction, / For Your word has enlivened me.
I have been greatly afflicted; / O Jehovah, enliven me according to Your word.
Uphold me according to Your word that I may live, / And do not let me be ashamed of
my hope.
Psa 119:130 The opening of Your words gives light, / Imparting understanding to the simple.
Psa 119:154 Plead my case, and redeem me; / Enliven me according to Your word.

C.

As God’s living word, the law functions to restore man’s soul and make man’s heart
joyous—19:7-8.
Psa 19:7
Psa 19:8

D.

The law of Jehovah is perfect, / Restoring the soul; / The testimony of Jehovah is
faithful, / Making the simple wise;
The precepts of Jehovah are right, / Making the heart joyous; / The commandment of
Jehovah is clear, / Enlightening the eyes;

As God’s living word, the law functions to bring salvation—119:41, 170.
Psa 119:41

May Your lovingkindness also come to me, O Jehovah, / Your salvation according to
Your word.
Psa 119:170 Let my supplication come before You; / Deliver me according to Your word.
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E.

As God’s living word, the law functions to strengthen (v. 28), comfort (v. 76), and nourish
us (v. 103).
Psa 119:28
Psa 119:76

My soul melts because of grief; / Strengthen me according to Your word.
Let Your lovingkindness, I beseech You, be my comfort, / According to Your word to
Your servant.
Psa 119:103 How sweet are Your words to my taste! / Sweeter than honey to my mouth!

F.

As God’s living word, the law functions to uphold us, keep us safe, and cause us to hope—
vv. 116-117, 49.
Psa 119:116 Uphold me according to Your word that I may live, / And do not let me be ashamed of
my hope.
Psa 119:117 Hold me up that I may be safe, / And I will regard Your statutes continually.
Psa 119:49 Remember the word to Your servant / In which You have made me hope.

G.

As God’s living word, the law causes us to enjoy God as our portion—v. 57.
Psa 119:57

H.

Jehovah is my portion; / I have promised to keep Your words.

As God’s living word, the law causes us to enjoy God’s countenance (v. 58) and the
shining of His face (v. 135).
Psa 119:58 I entreated Your favor with my whole heart; / Be gracious to me according to Your word.
Psa 119:135 Cause Your face to shine on Your servant, / And teach me Your statutes.

I.

As God’s living word, the law causes us to enjoy God as our hiding place and shield (v.
114) and also enjoy God’s help and well-dealing (vv. 175, 65).
Psa 119:114 You are my hiding place and my shield; / In Your word do I hope.
Psa 119:175 Let my soul live, and it will praise You; / And let Your ordinances help me.
Psa 119:65 You have dealt well with Your servant, / O Jehovah, according to Your word.

J.

As God’s living word, the law functions to make us wise and give us understanding—vv.
98-99.
Psa 119:98
Psa 119:99

Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies, / For they are always with me.
I have more insight than all my teachers, / For Your testimonies are my musing.

K.

As God’s living word, the law functions to give us proper discernment and knowledge—v. 66.

L.

As God’s living word, the law functions to keep us from sinning and from every evil
way—vv. 11, 101.

Psa 119:66

Teach me proper discernment and knowledge, / For I believe in Your commandments.

Psa 119:11 In my heart I have treasured up Your word / That I might not sin against You.
Psa 119:101 I have withheld my feet from every evil way, / That I might keep Your word.

M.

As God’s living word, the law keeps us from stumbling (v. 165), establishes our footsteps,
and causes us to overcome iniquity—v. 133.
Psa 119:165 There is great peace for those who love Your law, / And there is no occasion of
stumbling for them.
Psa 119:133 Establish my footsteps in Your word, / And do not let any iniquity have dominion over
me.

N.

If we love God, humble ourselves, and regard the law as His living word through which we
contact Him and abide in Him, the law will become a channel through which the divine life
and substance are conveyed to us for our supply and nourishment; being infused with
God’s substance through the law as God’s word, we will become one with God in life,
nature, and expression and will spontaneously live a life that expresses God and
corresponds to His law—Rom. 8:4; Phil. 1:21a.
Rom 8:4
Phil 1:21a

That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk
according to the flesh but according to the spirit.
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

V. The scene at the entry of the good land portrayed in Deuteronomy 27:1-8
includes the stone monuments, the altar, and the offerings; all these items
typify Christ:
Deut 27:1

And Moses, with the elders of Israel, commanded the people, saying, Keep the whole
commandment which I am commanding you today.
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Deut 27:2

And in the day when you cross over the Jordan into the land which Jehovah your God is
giving you, you shall erect for yourself large stones; and you shall coat them with plaster.
And you shall write upon them all the words of this law when you cross over, in order that
you may enter the land which Jehovah your God is giving you, a land flowing with milk and
honey, as Jehovah, the God of your fathers, promised to you.
And when you cross over the Jordan, you shall erect these stones, concerning which I am
commanding you today, on Mount Ebal; and you shall coat them with plaster.
And you shall build there an altar to Jehovah your God, an altar of stones; you shall not use
an iron tool upon them;
With unhewn stones you shall build the altar of Jehovah your God. Then you shall offer up
burnt offerings upon it to Jehovah your God;
And you shall sacrifice peace offerings and eat there, and you shall rejoice before Jehovah
your God.
Then you shall write upon the stones all the words of this law very clearly.

Deut 27:3

Deut 27:4
Deut 27:5
Deut 27:6
Deut 27:7
Deut 27:8

A.

B.

The law written on the monuments was a portrait of God Himself; hence, the monuments
signify that Christ as the living portrait of God and the embodiment of God was standing
before the people to make requirements of them according to what He is.
Right beside the stones containing the inscriptions of the commandments of God was the
altar, signifying the cross of Christ, where God’s people could take Christ, in type, as their
burnt offering to God for His satisfaction and as their peace offering to God for their
enjoyment with God in the divine fellowship—vv. 6-7; Psa. 43:4-5.
Deut 27:6
Deut 27:7
Psa 43:4
Psa 43:5

C.

D.

With unhewn stones you shall build the altar of Jehovah your God. Then you shall
offer up burnt offerings upon it to Jehovah your God;
And you shall sacrifice peace offerings and eat there, and you shall rejoice before
Jehovah your God.
And I will go to the altar of God, / To God my exceeding joy; / And I will praise You
with the harp, / O God, my God.
Why are you cast down, O my soul? / And why are you disquieted within me? / Hope
in God, for I will yet praise Him, / The salvation of my countenance and my God.

The offerings burned on the altar as sacrifices for God’s satisfaction also signify Christ as
the One who meets and satisfies all God’s requirements; thus, the requiring God Himself
came in incarnation to be our Redeemer and our Substitute as the fulfilling One.
This wonderful scene shows that it is through the requiring God, the cross of Christ, and
Christ Himself as the offerings, not by our endeavoring in ourselves, that we enter into
Christ, our good land, and receive all the blessings that God would give us in Christ; these
blessings are the processed Triune God Himself embodied in Christ and realized as the
Spirit—1 Pet. 3:18; Eph. 1:3; Gal. 3:14 and footnote 143.
1 Pet 3:18

Eph 1:3
Gal 3:14
Note 3

For Christ also has suffered once for sins, the Righteous on behalf of the
unrighteous, that He might bring you to God, on the one hand being put to death in
the flesh, but on the other, made alive in the spirit;
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ,
In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that
3
we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
This verse indicates that the Spirit is the blessing that God promised to Abraham for
all the nations and that has been received by the believers through faith in Christ. The
Spirit is the compound Spirit, as mentioned in note 52, and actually is God Himself
processed in His Trinity through incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and
descension that we may receive Him as our life and our everything. This is the focus
of the gospel of God.
The physical aspect of the blessing that God promised to Abraham was the good
land (Gen. 12:7; 13:15; 17:8; 26:3-4), which was a type of the all-inclusive Christ (see Col.
1:12 and note 2). Since Christ is eventually realized as the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit (1
Cor. 15:45; 2 Cor. 3:17), the blessing of the promised Spirit corresponds with the blessing
of the land promised to Abraham. Actually, the Spirit as the realization of Christ in our
experience is the good land as the source of God’s bountiful supply for us to enjoy.
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Study Questions
In addition to reviewing the entire outline, make sure that you answer the following important
questions:
1.
If we are going to fully possess Christ as the good land, what three major things must we
beware of?
2.
How can the two generations be interpreted not only in a literal sense but also in a
typological sense?
3.
How does Paul, in Romans 10:6-9, apply the word spoken by Moses in Deuteronomy
30:11-14 to Christ? (note: this is a very important point in the message.)
4.
How can we have the law as God's living word, and in what ways does this living word
function?
5.
How do the stone monuments, the altar, and the offerings (at the entry of the good land) all
typify Christ?
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Message Two
The Governmental Administration
of the Righteous, Holy, Faithful, and Loving God
RS Hymns: 497, 21

Scripture Reading: Deut. 1:8-18; 16:18-20; 17:8-20; 19:15-21; 21:1-9, 18-23;
22:13-30; 24:1-4, 7, 16; 25:1-3, 5-16; 7:9-15
Deut 1:8
Deut 1:9
Deut 1:10
Deut 1:11
Deut 1:12
Deut 1:13
Deut 1:14
Deut 1:15

Deut 1:16
Deut 1:17

Deut 1:18
Deut 16:18
Deut 16:19
Deut 16:20
Deut 17:8

Deut 17:9
Deut 17:10
Deut 17:11

Deut 17:12

Deut 17:13
Deut 17:14
Deut 17:15
Deut 17:16
Deut 17:17
Deut 17:18
Deut 17:19

See, I have set the land before you; go in and possess the land which Jehovah swore to give to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to them and to their seed after them.
And I spoke to you at that time, saying, I am not able to bear you alone.
Jehovah your God has multiplied you, and now today you are as the stars of heaven in multitude.
Jehovah, the God of your fathers, add to you a thousandfold ones like you and bless you as He
has promised you!
How can I alone bear the trouble and burden of you and your strife?
Choose for yourselves men who are wise and prudent and well-attested, according to your tribes,
and I will make them your leaders.
And you answered me and said, The thing that you have said to do is good.
So I took the leaders of your tribes, men who were wise and well-attested, and I made them
leaders over you, captains over thousands and captains over hundreds and captains over fifties
and captains over tens and officials for your tribes.
And I charged your judges at that time, saying, Hear the cases between your brothers, and judge
righteously between a man and his brother or the sojourner with him.
You shall not respect persons in judgment; you shall hear the small and the great alike. You shall
not fear the face of man, for judgment is God's. And the case that is too hard for you, you shall
bring to me; and I will hear it.
And I commanded you at that time all the things that you should do.
You shall appoint for yourself judges and officers in all your cities which Jehovah your God is
giving you, according to your tribes; and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment.
You shall not distort justice; you shall not respect persons, nor shall you take a bribe, for a bribe
blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the righteous.
Righteousness, and only righteousness, shall you pursue, in order that you may live and possess
the land which Jehovah your God is giving you.
If a case is too complicated for you to judge between one kind of homicide and another, or
between one kind of civil suit and another, or between one kind of assault and another, being
disputed cases within your gates, then you shall arise and go up to the place which Jehovah your
God will choose;
And you shall come to the Levitical priests and to the judge who is presiding in those days and
investigate the matter; and they shall declare to you the sentence of judgment.
And you shall do according to the word of the sentence that they declare to you from that place
which Jehovah will choose; and you shall be certain to do according to all that they instruct you.
You shall do according to the word of the instruction with which they instruct you and according to
the judgment which they speak to you; you shall not turn aside to the right or to the left from the
sentence that they declare to you.
And the man who acts presumptuously by not listening to the priest who stands to minister there
before Jehovah your God, or to the judge, that man shall die. Thus you shall utterly remove the
evil from Israel.
And all the people will hear and will fear, and they will not act presumptuously anymore.
When you enter the land which Jehovah your God is giving you, and you possess it and dwell in
it, and you say, I will set a king over me like all the nations which surround me;
You must set a king over you whom Jehovah your God will choose; from among your brothers
you shall set a king over you; you may not put a foreigner, who is not your brother, over you.
However, he shall not amass horses to himself, and he shall not turn the people back to Egypt so
that he may amass horses, since Jehovah has said to you, You shall never again return that way.
And he shall not amass wives to himself, so that his heart does not turn aside; nor shall he amass
silver and gold to himself in great amounts.
And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write out for himself a copy of this law in a
book, out of that which is before the Levitical priests.
And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, in order that he may learn to
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Deut 17:20

Deut 19:15
Deut 19:16
Deut 19:17
Deut 19:18
Deut 19:19
Deut 19:20
Deut 19:21
Deut 21:1
Deut 21:2
Deut 21:3
Deut 21:4
Deut 21:5

Deut 21:6
Deut 21:7
Deut 21:8
Deut 21:9
Deut 21:18
Deut 21:19
Deut 21:20
Deut 21:21
Deut 21:22
Deut 21:23

Deut 22:13
Deut 22:14
Deut 22:15
Deut 22:16
Deut 22:17

Deut 22:18

fear Jehovah his God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes and doing them,
So that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers and he may not turn aside from the
commandment to the right or to the left; that he and his sons may extend their days over their
kingdom in the midst of Israel.
One witness only shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity or for any sin which he has committed;
at the word of two witnesses or at the word of three witnesses shall a matter be established.
If a malicious witness rises up against a man to testify against him of wrongdoing,
The two men who have the dispute shall stand before Jehovah, before the priests and the judges
who are serving in those days.
And the judges shall investigate thoroughly; and if indeed the witness is a false witness, if he has
testified falsely against his brother,
You shall do to him as he intended to do to his brother. Thus you shall utterly remove the evil from
your midst.
And those who remain will hear and will fear and will never again do anything like this evil thing in
your midst.
And your eye shall not pity: a life for a life, an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a hand for a
hand, a foot for a foot.
If a slain man is found lying in the field in the land which Jehovah your God is giving you to
possess, it not being known who slew him,
Then your elders and judges shall go out and measure the distance to the cities that surround the
slain man.
And the city that is nearest the slain man, that is, the elders of that city, shall take a heifer of the
herd which has not been worked and has not drawn the yoke;
And the elders of that city shall bring the heifer down to a river valley that flows continually, which
has not been plowed or sown, and break the neck of the heifer there in the river valley.
And the priests, the sons of Levi, shall draw near; for Jehovah your God has chosen them to
minister to Him and to bless in the name of Jehovah, and by their word shall every dispute and
every assault be settled.
And all the elders of that city that is nearest the slain man shall wash their hands over the heifer
whose neck was broken in the river valley.
And they shall answer and say, Our hands have not shed this blood, nor have our eyes seen it done.
Cover Your people Israel, whom You have ransomed, O Jehovah, and do not set the guilt of innocent
blood in the midst of Your people Israel. And the guilt of the blood shall be covered from them.
Thus you shall utterly remove the guilt of the innocent blood from your midst, for you do what is
right in the sight of Jehovah.
If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son, one who does not listen to the voice of his father nor
to the voice of his mother; and though they chastise him, he does not listen to them;
Then his father and mother shall seize him and bring him forth to the elders of his city and to the
gate of his place.
And they shall say to the elders of his city, This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious; he does
not listen to our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.
Then all the men of his city shall stone him with stones so that he dies. Thus you shall utterly
remove the evil from your midst, and all Israel will hear and will fear.
And if in a man there is a sin, a cause worthy of death, and he is put to death, and you hang him
on a tree;
His corpse shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you must bury him on that day. For he who
is hanged is accursed of God, and you shall not defile your land, which Jehovah your God gives
you as an inheritance.
If a man takes a wife and goes in unto her, and later despises her,
And charges her with shameful deeds and spreads an evil report about her, and says, I took this
woman, and when I drew near to her, I did not find her to be a virgin;
Then the girl's father and her mother shall take and bring forth the evidence of the girl's virginity to
the elders of the city at the gate.
And the girl's father shall say to the elders, I gave my daughter to this man as a wife, but he
despised her;
And now he charges her with shameful deeds, saying, I did not find your daughter to be a virgin.
But this is the evidence of my daughter's virginity. And they shall spread the cloth before the
elders of the city.
Then the elders of that city shall take the man and chastise him;
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And they shall fine him one hundred shekels of silver and give it to the girl's father, for he spread
an evil report against a virgin of Israel. And she shall be his wife; he may not send her away all his days.
But if this claim is true-the girl was not found to be a virgin They shall bring the girl out to the entrance of her father's house, and the men of her city shall
stone her with stones so that she dies; for she has done folly in Israel by committing fornication in
her father's house. Thus you shall utterly remove the evil from your midst.
If a man is found lying with a woman married to a husband, both of them shall die, the man who
was lying with the woman and the woman. Thus you shall utterly remove the evil from Israel.
If a girl who is a virgin is engaged to a man, and a man finds her in the city and lies with her;
You shall bring both of them out to the gate of that city and stone them with stones so that they
die, the girl because she did not cry out in the city, and the man because he humbled his
neighbor's wife. Thus you shall utterly remove the evil from your midst.
But if the man finds the engaged girl in the field, and the man overpowers her and lies with her,
only the man who was lying with her shall die.
But to the girl you shall not do anything; there is no sin worthy of death with the girl; for as it is
when a man rises up against his neighbor and slays him, so is this matter.
For he found her in the field; the engaged girl cried out and there was no one to save her.
If a man finds a girl who is a virgin and is not engaged, and seizes her and lies with her, and they
are found;
The man who was lying with her shall give fifty shekels of silver to the girl's father. And she shall
be his wife, because he humbled her; he may not send her away all his days.
A man shall not take his father's wife, so that he does not uncover the skirt of his father's garment.
When a man takes a woman and marries her, if she does not find favor in his sight, because he
has found some indecency in her; and he writes her a bill of divorce and puts it in her hand and
sends her away from his house;
And she goes forth from his house and goes to be another man's;
And the latter husband despises her and writes her a bill of divorce and puts it in her hand and
sends her away from his house; or if the latter husband, who has taken her as his wife, dies;
Then the former husband, who sent her away, may not return to take her again to be his wife after
she has been defiled. For that is an abomination before Jehovah, and you shall not cause the
land to sin, which Jehovah your God is giving you as an inheritance.
If a man is found kidnapping someone from among his brothers of the children of Israel and deals
with him as a slave or sells him, then that kidnapper shall die. Thus you shall utterly remove the
evil from your midst.
Fathers shall not be put to death because of their children, nor shall children be put to death
because of their fathers; every man shall be put to death for his own sin.
If there is a dispute between men, and they approach the court, and the judges judge them, they
shall justify the righteous and condemn the wicked.
And if the wicked man is worthy of beating, the judge shall make him lie down and have him
beaten before him as is sufficient for his wickedness, by number.
Forty blows he may give him; he shall not exceed, lest, in exceeding, he beat him beyond these
with many blows and your brother be degraded before your eyes.
If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies, and he has no son, the wife of the deceased man
shall not become the wife of a stranger outside the family; her husband's brother shall go in unto
her and take her as his wife, and he shall do the duty of a husband's brother for her.
And the firstborn whom she bears shall assume the name of his deceased brother, so that his
name is not blotted out of Israel.
And if the man does not desire to take his brother's wife, his brother's wife shall go up to the gate
to the elders and say, My husband's brother refuses to raise up a name in Israel to his brother; he
is not willing to do the duty of a husband's brother for me.
Then the elders of his city shall call him and speak to him. And if he persists and says, I do not
desire to take her;
Then his brother's wife shall draw near to him in the sight of the elders and remove his sandal
from off his foot, and she shall spit in his face and respond and say, Thus shall it be done to the
man who does not build up his brother's house.
And his name shall be called in Israel, The house of him whose sandal has been removed.
When two men fight together, a man and his brother, and the wife of the one comes near to
rescue her husband from the hand of him who is beating him, and she puts forth her hand and
takes hold of his private parts;
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Then you shall cut off her hand; your eye shall not pity her.
You shall not have in your bag differing weights, one heavy and one light.
You shall not have in your house differing measures, one large and one small.
A full and righteous weight you shall have, and a full and righteous measure you shall have, in
order that your days may be extended upon the land which Jehovah your God is giving you.
For everyone who does these things, everyone who does unrighteousness, is an abomination to
Jehovah your God.
Know therefore that it is Jehovah your God who is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and
lovingkindness to the thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His commandments,
But repays directly those who hate Him by destroying them. He will not be slow toward him who
hates Him; He will repay him directly.
Therefore you shall keep the commandment, and the statutes and the ordinances, which I am
commanding you today to do.
And it will be that because you listen to these ordinances, and keep them and do them, Jehovah
your God will keep with you the covenant and the lovingkindness which He swore to your fathers.
And He will love you and bless you and multiply you; He will also bless the fruit of your womb and
the fruit of your ground, your grain and your new wine and your fresh oil, the offspring of your
cattle and the young of your flock, on the land which He swore to your fathers to give you.
You will be more blessed than all other peoples; there will not be any barren male or female
among you or among your animals.
And Jehovah will remove every sickness from you, and none of the evil illnesses of Egypt, which
you know about, will He put upon you; but He will give them to all who hate you.

Deut 25:16
Deut 7:9
Deut 7:10
Deut 7:11
Deut 7:12
Deut 7:13

Deut 7:14
Deut 7:15

I.

The Bible reveals the government of God—His divine governmental administration
of the entire universe—Isa. 9:6-7; Rev. 4:2; 5:6; Deut. 1:8-18:
Isa 9:6

Isa 9:7

Rev 4:2
Rev 5:6

Deut 1:8
Deut 1:9
Deut 1:10
Deut 1:11
Deut 1:12
Deut 1:13
Deut 1:14
Deut 1:15

Deut 1:16
Deut 1:17

Deut 1:18

A.

For a child is born to us, / A Son is given to us; / And the government / Is upon His
shoulder; / And His name will be called / Wonderful Counselor, / Mighty God, / Eternal
Father, / Prince of Peace.
To the increase of His government / And to His peace there is no end, / Upon the throne of
David / And over His kingdom, / To establish it / And to uphold it / In justice and
righteousness / From now to eternity. / The zeal of Jehovah of hosts / Will accomplish this.
Immediately I was in spirit; and behold, there was a throne set in heaven, and upon the
throne there was One sitting;
And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the midst of the
elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.
See, I have set the land before you; go in and possess the land which Jehovah swore to
give to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to them and to their seed after them.
And I spoke to you at that time, saying, I am not able to bear you alone.
Jehovah your God has multiplied you, and now today you are as the stars of heaven in multitude.
Jehovah, the God of your fathers, add to you a thousandfold ones like you and bless you as
He has promised you!
How can I alone bear the trouble and burden of you and your strife?
Choose for yourselves men who are wise and prudent and well-attested, according to your
tribes, and I will make them your leaders.
And you answered me and said, The thing that you have said to do is good.
So I took the leaders of your tribes, men who were wise and well-attested, and I made them
leaders over you, captains over thousands and captains over hundreds and captains over
fifties and captains over tens and officials for your tribes.
And I charged your judges at that time, saying, Hear the cases between your brothers, and
judge righteously between a man and his brother or the sojourner with him.
You shall not respect persons in judgment; you shall hear the small and the great alike. You
shall not fear the face of man, for judgment is God's. And the case that is too hard for you,
you shall bring to me; and I will hear it.
And I commanded you at that time all the things that you should do.

The government of God is the administrative center of the kingdom of God—Matt. 3:2;
6:10, 13b.
Matt 3:2

And saying, Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.
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Matt 6:10
Matt 6:13b

B.

In His divine government God is the King, the Lawmaker, and the Judge; He is the executive
branch, the legislative branch, and the judicial branch of His government—Isa. 33:22.
Isa 33:22

C.

Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth.
… For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

For Jehovah is our Judge, / Jehovah is our Lawmaker, / Jehovah is our King; He will
save us.

God’s government is seen especially in His dealings with His chosen people—1 Pet. 1:2;
Heb. 12:6:
1 Pet 1:2

Heb 12:6

1.

Chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father in the sanctification of the
Spirit unto obedience and the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you
and peace be multiplied.
For whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives."

As believers in Christ, we have been born of God to be children of God, but we are
still in the old creation—John 1:12-13; 3:3, 5-6; 2 Cor. 5:17; 1 John 3:1.
John 1:12
John 1:13
John 3:3
John 3:5
John 3:6
2 Cor 5:17
1 John 3:1

2.

For this reason we need God’s governmental dealings—1 Pet. 1:17; 4:12.
1 Pet 1:17
1 Pet 4:12

D.

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority to become
children of God, to those who believe into His name,
Who were begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God.
Jesus answered and said to him, Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless one is born
anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
Jesus answered, Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
So then if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed
away; behold, they have become new.
Behold what manner of love the Father has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and we are. Because of this the world does not know
us, because it did not know Him.
And if you call as Father the One who without respect of persons judges
according to each one's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear,
Beloved, do not think that the fiery ordeal among you, coming to you for a trial,
is strange, as if it were a strange thing happening to you;

God governs by judging; the judgment of God is for the carrying out of His government—
1:17; 4:17; 5:6, 9:
1 Pet 1:17
1 Pet 4:17
1 Pet 5:6
1 Pet 5:9

1.

And if you call as Father the One who without respect of persons judges according to
each one's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear,
For it is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God; and if first from us,
what will be the end of those who disobey the gospel of God?
Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due
time,
Him withstand, being firm in your faith, knowing that the same sufferings are being
accomplished among your brotherhood in the world.

Through various kinds of judgments, the Lord God will clear up the entire universe
and purify it so that He may have new heavens and a new earth for a new universe
filled with His righteousness for His delight—2 Pet. 3:13.
2 Pet 3:13

2.

God judges everything that does not match His government; therefore, in this age we,
the children of God, are under the daily judgment of God—1 Pet. 1:17.
1 Pet 1:17

3.

But according to His promise we are expecting new heavens and a new earth,
in which righteousness dwells.

And if you call as Father the One who without respect of persons judges
according to each one's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear,

God uses fiery ordeals to deal with the believers in the judgment of His governmental
administration, which begins from His own house—4:12, 17.
1 Pet 4:12

Beloved, do not think that the fiery ordeal among you, coming to you for a trial,
is strange, as if it were a strange thing happening to you;
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1 Pet 4:17

E.

When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He recognized the government of God, lived a human
life that was absolutely under the government of God, and committed everything related to
Him to God’s government—John 6:38; 1 Pet. 2:21-23:
John 6:38
1 Pet 2:21
1 Pet 2:22
1 Pet 2:23

1.

For I have come down from heaven not to do My own will but the will of Him who sent
Me.
For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered on your behalf, leaving you
a model so that you may follow in His steps;
Who committed no sin, nor was guile found in His mouth;
Who being reviled did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten but kept
committing all to Him who judges righteously;

The Lord kept committing all the insults and injuries that He suffered to the One who
judges righteously in His government, the righteous God, to whom He submitted
Himself—vv. 21-23.
1 Pet 2:21
1 Pet 2:22
1 Pet 2:23

2.

For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered on your behalf,
leaving you a model so that you may follow in His steps;
Who committed no sin, nor was guile found in His mouth;
Who being reviled did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten but
kept committing all to Him who judges righteously;

He put His trust in this righteous One, recognizing His government—v. 23.
1 Pet 2:23

F.

For it is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God; and if first from
us, what will be the end of those who disobey the gospel of God?

Who being reviled did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten but
kept committing all to Him who judges righteously;

As believers in Christ, we need to realize that we are under God’s government, to respect
God’s government, and to learn to acknowledge God’s government—5:6:
1 Pet 5:6

1.

Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in due time,

As God is governing us, He supplies us with whatever we need; God grants us His
provision so that we may cooperate with His government—v. 5; 2 Pet. 1:1-4; 3:13.
1 Pet 5:5

2 Pet 1:1

2 Pet 1:2
2 Pet 1:3

2 Pet 1:4

2 Pet 3:13

2.

In like manner, younger men, be subject to elders; and all of you gird
yourselves with humility toward one another, because God resists the proud
but gives grace to the humble.
Simon Peter, a slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have been
allotted faith equally precious as ours in the righteousness of our God and
Savior, Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the full knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord;
Seeing that His divine power has granted to us all things which relate to life and
godliness, through the full knowledge of Him who has called us by His own
glory and virtue,
Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises
that through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption which is in the world by lust.
But according to His promise we are expecting new heavens and a new earth,
in which righteousness dwells.

We should be humbled under the mighty hand of God, which carries out the
government of God—1 Pet. 5:6:
1 Pet 5:6

a.

Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt you in
due time,

In verse 6 the mighty hand of God refers to God’s administrating hand seen
especially in His judgment—1:17; 4:17.
1 Pet 5:6
1 Pet 1:17
1 Pet 4:17

Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt
you in due time,
And if you call as Father the One who without respect of persons judges
according to each one's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear,
For it is time for the judgment to begin from the house of God; and if first
from us, what will be the end of those who disobey the gospel of God?
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b.

To be humbled under God’s mighty hand is to be made humble by God;
however, we must cooperate with God’s operation and be willing to be made
humble, lowly, under His mighty hand—5:6.
1 Pet 5:6

Therefore be humbled under the mighty hand of God that He may exalt
you in due time,

II. The book of Deuteronomy speaks regarding the governmental administration
of God—16:18-20; 17:8-20; 19:15-21; 21:1-9, 18-23; 22:13-30; 24:1-4, 7, 16;
25:1-3, 5-16:
Deut 16:18

Deut 16:19
Deut 16:20
Deut 17:8

Deut 17:9
Deut 17:10

Deut 17:11

Deut 17:12

Deut 17:13
Deut 17:14
Deut 17:15

Deut 17:16

Deut 17:17
Deut 17:18
Deut 17:19

Deut 17:20

Deut 19:15

Deut 19:16
Deut 19:17
Deut 19:18

You shall appoint for yourself judges and officers in all your cities which Jehovah your God
is giving you, according to your tribes; and they shall judge the people with righteous
judgment.
You shall not distort justice; you shall not respect persons, nor shall you take a bribe, for a
bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the righteous.
Righteousness, and only righteousness, shall you pursue, in order that you may live and
possess the land which Jehovah your God is giving you.
If a case is too complicated for you to judge between one kind of homicide and another, or
between one kind of civil suit and another, or between one kind of assault and another,
being disputed cases within your gates, then you shall arise and go up to the place which
Jehovah your God will choose;
And you shall come to the Levitical priests and to the judge who is presiding in those days
and investigate the matter; and they shall declare to you the sentence of judgment.
And you shall do according to the word of the sentence that they declare to you from that
place which Jehovah will choose; and you shall be certain to do according to all that they
instruct you.
You shall do according to the word of the instruction with which they instruct you and
according to the judgment which they speak to you; you shall not turn aside to the right or to
the left from the sentence that they declare to you.
And the man who acts presumptuously by not listening to the priest who stands to minister
there before Jehovah your God, or to the judge, that man shall die. Thus you shall utterly
remove the evil from Israel.
And all the people will hear and will fear, and they will not act presumptuously anymore.
When you enter the land which Jehovah your God is giving you, and you possess it and
dwell in it, and you say, I will set a king over me like all the nations which surround me;
You must set a king over you whom Jehovah your God will choose; from among your
brothers you shall set a king over you; you may not put a foreigner, who is not your brother,
over you.
However, he shall not amass horses to himself, and he shall not turn the people back to
Egypt so that he may amass horses, since Jehovah has said to you, You shall never again
return that way.
And he shall not amass wives to himself, so that his heart does not turn aside; nor shall he
amass silver and gold to himself in great amounts.
And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write out for himself a copy of this
law in a book, out of that which is before the Levitical priests.
And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, in order that he may
learn to fear Jehovah his God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes and
doing them,
So that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers and he may not turn aside from the
commandment to the right or to the left; that he and his sons may extend their days over
their kingdom in the midst of Israel.
One witness only shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity or for any sin which he has
committed; at the word of two witnesses or at the word of three witnesses shall a matter be
established.
If a malicious witness rises up against a man to testify against him of wrongdoing,
The two men who have the dispute shall stand before Jehovah, before the priests and the
judges who are serving in those days.
And the judges shall investigate thoroughly; and if indeed the witness is a false witness, if
he has testified falsely against his brother,
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Deut 19:19
Deut 19:20
Deut 19:21
Deut 21:1
Deut 21:2
Deut 21:3
Deut 21:4

Deut 21:5

Deut 21:6
Deut 21:7
Deut 21:8

Deut 21:9
Deut 21:18

Deut 21:19
Deut 21:20
Deut 21:21
Deut 21:22
Deut 21:23

Deut 22:13
Deut 22:14
Deut 22:15
Deut 22:16
Deut 22:17

Deut 22:18
Deut 22:19

Deut 22:20
Deut 22:21

You shall do to him as he intended to do to his brother. Thus you shall utterly remove the
evil from your midst.
And those who remain will hear and will fear and will never again do anything like this evil
thing in your midst.
And your eye shall not pity: a life for a life, an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a hand for
a hand, a foot for a foot.
If a slain man is found lying in the field in the land which Jehovah your God is giving you to
possess, it not being known who slew him,
Then your elders and judges shall go out and measure the distance to the cities that
surround the slain man.
And the city that is nearest the slain man, that is, the elders of that city, shall take a heifer of
the herd which has not been worked and has not drawn the yoke;
And the elders of that city shall bring the heifer down to a river valley that flows continually,
which has not been plowed or sown, and break the neck of the heifer there in the river
valley.
And the priests, the sons of Levi, shall draw near; for Jehovah your God has chosen them
to minister to Him and to bless in the name of Jehovah, and by their word shall every
dispute and every assault be settled.
And all the elders of that city that is nearest the slain man shall wash their hands over the
heifer whose neck was broken in the river valley.
And they shall answer and say, Our hands have not shed this blood, nor have our eyes
seen it done.
Cover Your people Israel, whom You have ransomed, O Jehovah, and do not set the guilt
of innocent blood in the midst of Your people Israel. And the guilt of the blood shall be
covered from them.
Thus you shall utterly remove the guilt of the innocent blood from your midst, for you do
what is right in the sight of Jehovah.
If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son, one who does not listen to the voice of his
father nor to the voice of his mother; and though they chastise him, he does not listen to
them;
Then his father and mother shall seize him and bring him forth to the elders of his city and
to the gate of his place.
And they shall say to the elders of his city, This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious; he
does not listen to our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.
Then all the men of his city shall stone him with stones so that he dies. Thus you shall
utterly remove the evil from your midst, and all Israel will hear and will fear.
And if in a man there is a sin, a cause worthy of death, and he is put to death, and you hang
him on a tree;
His corpse shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you must bury him on that day. For he
who is hanged is accursed of God, and you shall not defile your land, which Jehovah your
God gives you as an inheritance.
If a man takes a wife and goes in unto her, and later despises her,
And charges her with shameful deeds and spreads an evil report about her, and says, I
took this woman, and when I drew near to her, I did not find her to be a virgin;
Then the girl's father and her mother shall take and bring forth the evidence of the girl's
virginity to the elders of the city at the gate.
And the girl's father shall say to the elders, I gave my daughter to this man as a wife, but he
despised her;
And now he charges her with shameful deeds, saying, I did not find your daughter to be a
virgin. But this is the evidence of my daughter's virginity. And they shall spread the cloth
before the elders of the city.
Then the elders of that city shall take the man and chastise him;
And they shall fine him one hundred shekels of silver and give it to the girl's father, for he
spread an evil report against a virgin of Israel. And she shall be his wife; he may not send
her away all his days.
But if this claim is true-the girl was not found to be a virgin They shall bring the girl out to the entrance of her father's house, and the men of her city
shall stone her with stones so that she dies; for she has done folly in Israel by committing
fornication in her father's house. Thus you shall utterly remove the evil from your midst.
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Deut 22:22

Deut 22:23
Deut 22:24

Deut 22:25
Deut 22:26
Deut 22:27
Deut 22:28
Deut 22:29
Deut 22:30
Deut 24:1

Deut 24:2
Deut 24:3

Deut 24:4

Deut 24:7

Deut 24:16
Deut 25:1
Deut 25:2
Deut 25:3
Deut 25:5

Deut 25:6
Deut 25:7

Deut 25:8
Deut 25:9

Deut 25:10
Deut 25:11

Deut 25:12

If a man is found lying with a woman married to a husband, both of them shall die, the man
who was lying with the woman and the woman. Thus you shall utterly remove the evil from
Israel.
If a girl who is a virgin is engaged to a man, and a man finds her in the city and lies with
her;
You shall bring both of them out to the gate of that city and stone them with stones so that
they die, the girl because she did not cry out in the city, and the man because he humbled
his neighbor's wife. Thus you shall utterly remove the evil from your midst.
But if the man finds the engaged girl in the field, and the man overpowers her and lies with
her, only the man who was lying with her shall die.
But to the girl you shall not do anything; there is no sin worthy of death with the girl; for as it
is when a man rises up against his neighbor and slays him, so is this matter.
For he found her in the field; the engaged girl cried out and there was no one to save her.
If a man finds a girl who is a virgin and is not engaged, and seizes her and lies with her,
and they are found;
The man who was lying with her shall give fifty shekels of silver to the girl's father. And she
shall be his wife, because he humbled her; he may not send her away all his days.
A man shall not take his father's wife, so that he does not uncover the skirt of his father's
garment.
When a man takes a woman and marries her, if she does not find favor in his sight,
because he has found some indecency in her; and he writes her a bill of divorce and puts it
in her hand and sends her away from his house;
And she goes forth from his house and goes to be another man's;
And the latter husband despises her and writes her a bill of divorce and puts it in her hand
and sends her away from his house; or if the latter husband, who has taken her as his wife,
dies;
Then the former husband, who sent her away, may not return to take her again to be his
wife after she has been defiled. For that is an abomination before Jehovah, and you shall
not cause the land to sin, which Jehovah your God is giving you as an inheritance.
If a man is found kidnapping someone from among his brothers of the children of Israel and
deals with him as a slave or sells him, then that kidnapper shall die. Thus you shall utterly
remove the evil from your midst.
Fathers shall not be put to death because of their children, nor shall children be put to death
because of their fathers; every man shall be put to death for his own sin.
If there is a dispute between men, and they approach the court, and the judges judge them,
they shall justify the righteous and condemn the wicked.
And if the wicked man is worthy of beating, the judge shall make him lie down and have him
beaten before him as is sufficient for his wickedness, by number.
Forty blows he may give him; he shall not exceed, lest, in exceeding, he beat him beyond
these with many blows and your brother be degraded before your eyes.
If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies, and he has no son, the wife of the
deceased man shall not become the wife of a stranger outside the family; her husband's
brother shall go in unto her and take her as his wife, and he shall do the duty of a husband's
brother for her.
And the firstborn whom she bears shall assume the name of his deceased brother, so that
his name is not blotted out of Israel.
And if the man does not desire to take his brother's wife, his brother's wife shall go up to the
gate to the elders and say, My husband's brother refuses to raise up a name in Israel to his
brother; he is not willing to do the duty of a husband's brother for me.
Then the elders of his city shall call him and speak to him. And if he persists and says, I do
not desire to take her;
Then his brother's wife shall draw near to him in the sight of the elders and remove his
sandal from off his foot, and she shall spit in his face and respond and say, Thus shall it be
done to the man who does not build up his brother's house.
And his name shall be called in Israel, The house of him whose sandal has been removed.
When two men fight together, a man and his brother, and the wife of the one comes near to
rescue her husband from the hand of him who is beating him, and she puts forth her hand
and takes hold of his private parts;
Then you shall cut off her hand; your eye shall not pity her.
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Deut 25:13
Deut 25:14
Deut 25:15
Deut 25:16

A.

B.

You shall not have in your bag differing weights, one heavy and one light.
You shall not have in your house differing measures, one large and one small.
A full and righteous weight you shall have, and a full and righteous measure you shall have,
in order that your days may be extended upon the land which Jehovah your God is giving you.
For everyone who does these things, everyone who does unrighteousness, is an
abomination to Jehovah your God.

The expression governmental administration is not found in Deuteronomy, but if we read
this book thoroughly, we will see that it is a book of God’s government, even His
governmental administration.
God’s dealing with His people was an exercise of His governmental administration—Rev.
3:19:
Rev 3:19

1.

As many as I love I rebuke and discipline; be zealous therefore and repent.

The wise God is a perfecting Father who loves His children and deals with them
governmentally; He disciplines us for the purpose of perfecting us—Heb. 12:6.
Heb 12:6

2.

For whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He
receives."

The children of Israel were disciplined for their mistakes—Num. 12:1-16; 14:39-45;
16:1-50.
Num 12:1
Num 12:2
Num 12:3
Num 12:4
Num 12:5
Num 12:6
Num 12:7
Num 12:8

Num 12:9
Num 12:10

Num 12:11
Num 12:12
Num 12:13
Num 12:14

Num 12:15
Num 12:16
Num 14:39
Num 14:40

Num 14:41

And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman
whom he had married (for he had married a Cushite woman).
And they said, Has Jehovah indeed spoken only through Moses? Has He not
also spoken through us? And Jehovah heard it.
Now the man Moses was very meek, more than anyone else who was on the
face of the earth.
And suddenly Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron and to Miriam, You three
come out to the Tent of Meeting. So the three of them came out.
Then Jehovah came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the
tent, and called Aaron and Miriam. And when they had both come forward,
He said, Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, / I, Jehovah, will
make Myself known to him in a vision; / I will speak with him in a dream.
My servant Moses is not so; / He is faithful in all My house.
With him I speak face to face, even openly, and not in riddles; / And he beholds
the form of Jehovah. Why then were you not afraid to speak against My
servant, against Moses?
And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against them, and He departed.
And when the cloud had departed from over the tent; there Miriam was,
leprous, as white as snow. And Aaron turned toward Miriam, and there she
was, leprous.
And Aaron said to Moses, Oh, my lord, please do not lay this sin upon us that
we have so foolishly committed.
Please do not let her be like one dead, whose flesh is half consumed when he
comes out of his mother's womb.
And Moses cried to Jehovah, saying, Please heal her, O God, please.
And Jehovah said to Moses, If her father had just spat in her face, would she
not bear her shame seven days? Let her be shut up outside the camp seven
days, and after that she may be brought in again.
So Miriam was shut up outside the camp seven days, and the people did not
set out until Miriam had been brought in again.
After that the people set out from Hazeroth and encamped in the wilderness of
Paran.
And when Moses spoke these words to all the children of Israel, the people
mourned greatly.
And they rose up early in the morning to go up to the top of the mountain,
saying, Here we are; now we will go up to the place which Jehovah has spoken
of, for we have sinned.
But Moses said, Why do you again transgress the commandment of Jehovah?
This will not succeed.
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Num 14:42
Num 14:43

Num 14:44
Num 14:45
Num 16:1

Num 16:2
Num 16:3

Num 16:4
Num 16:5

Num 16:6
Num 16:7

Num 16:8
Num 16:9

Num 16:10
Num 16:11
Num 16:12
Num 16:13
Num 16:14

Num 16:15

Num 16:16
Num 16:17

Num 16:18
Num 16:19
Num 16:20
Num 16:21
Num 16:22
Num 16:23

Do not go up-for Jehovah is not among you-so that you are not struck down
before your enemies.
For the Amalekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and you shall fall
by the sword. Because you have turned back from following Jehovah, therefore
Jehovah will not be with you.
But they presumed to go up to the top of the mountain, even though neither the Ark
of the Covenant of Jehovah nor Moses had departed out of the midst of the camp.
Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who dwelt in that hill country came
down and struck them and beat them back as far as Hormah.
Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan
and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, the sons of Reuben,
took men
And rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred fifty
leaders of the assembly, who were summoned to the meeting, well-known men.
And they assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron,
and said to them, You take too much upon yourselves, for all the assembly are
holy, every one of them, and Jehovah is among them. Why then do you exalt
yourselves above the congregation of Jehovah?
And when Moses heard this, he fell on his face.
And he spoke to Korah and to all his company, saying, In the morning Jehovah
will make known who is His and who is holy, and will bring him near to Himself;
even the one whom He will choose He will bring near to Himself.
Do this: Take censers for yourselves, Korah and all your company,
And put fire in them, and put incense on them before Jehovah tomorrow; and
the man whom Jehovah chooses, he shall be holy. It is you who take too much
upon yourselves, O sons of Levi!
And Moses said to Korah, Hear now, O sons of Levi:
Is it a small thing for you that the God of Israel has separated you from the
assembly of Israel to bring you near to Himself to do the service of the
tabernacle of Jehovah and to stand before the assembly to minister to them?
Or that He has brought you near, and all your brothers the sons of Levi with
you? And do you seek the priesthood also?
Therefore you and all your company are gathered together against Jehovah;
but Aaron, what is he that you murmur against him?
Then Moses sent word to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab; but they
said, We will not come up!
Is it not enough that you have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and
honey to have us die in the wilderness, but must you also lord it over us?
Indeed, you have not brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey, nor
have you given us an inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you put out the
eyes of these men? We will not come up!
Then Moses became very angry and said to Jehovah, Do not regard their
offering. I have not taken a single donkey from them, nor have I done harm to
any of them.
And Moses said to Korah, You and all your company be present before
Jehovah, both you and they along with Aaron, tomorrow.
And let each of you take his censer and put incense on them, and each of you
present his censer before Jehovah, two hundred fifty censers; you also and
Aaron shall each present his censer.
So each took his censer and put fire in them and laid incense on them, and
they stood at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting with Moses and Aaron.
Thus Korah gathered the whole assembly against them at the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah appeared to the whole assembly.
Then Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,
Separate yourselves from among this assembly, so that I may consume them
in a moment.
But they fell on their faces and said, O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh,
will one man sin and You be angry with the whole assembly?
Then Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,
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Num 16:24
Num 16:25
Num 16:26

Num 16:27

Num 16:28
Num 16:29
Num 16:30

Num 16:31
Num 16:32
Num 16:33
Num 16:34
Num 16:35
Num 16:36
Num 16:37
Num 16:38

Num 16:39
Num 16:40

Num 16:41

Num 16:42

Num 16:43
Num 16:44
Num 16:45
Num 16:46

Num 16:47

Num 16:48
Num 16:49

Speak to the assembly, saying, Get away from around the dwellings of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram.
Then Moses rose up and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel
followed him.
And he spoke to the assembly, saying, Depart now from the tents of these
wicked men, and touch nothing which belongs to them, or you will be swept
away with all their sins.
So they got away from around the dwellings of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, and
Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood at the entrance of their tents, with
their wives and their children and their little ones.
And Moses said, By this you shall know that Jehovah has sent me to do all
these works, for it is not of myself.
If these people die as all human beings die, or if what befalls all human beings
befalls them, then Jehovah has not sent me.
But if Jehovah brings about a new thing, and the ground opens its mouth and
swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they descend alive into
Sheol, then you will understand that these men have despised Jehovah.
And as soon as he finished speaking all these words, the ground that was
under them was split open.
So the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, along with their
households and everyone who belonged to Korah and all their possessions.
So they and all that belonged to them descended alive into Sheol; and the
earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the congregation.
And all Israel who were around them fled at their outcry, for they said, The
earth may swallow us up too!
And fire came forth from Jehovah and consumed the two hundred fifty men
who presented the incense.
Then Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,
Tell Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest to take the censers up out of the
burning and scatter the fire about; for they are holy.
The censers of those who have sinned against their own lives, let them be
made into beaten plates for a covering of the altar, for they presented them
before Jehovah and they became holy. So they shall be a sign to the children
of Israel.
And Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers which those who were burned
had offered; and they beat them out as a covering of the altar,
As a reminder to the children of Israel that no stranger who is not of the seed of
Aaron may come near to burn incense before Jehovah, so that he does not
become like Korah and his company, just as Jehovah had spoken to him
through Moses.
But on the next day the whole assembly of the children of Israel murmured
against Moses and against Aaron, saying, You have caused the people of
Jehovah to die.
But when the assembly gathered against Moses and against Aaron, they
looked toward the Tent of Meeting, and there the cloud was, covering it; and
the glory of Jehovah appeared.
And Moses and Aaron came to the front of the Tent of Meeting.
Then Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,
Get away from the midst of this assembly that I might consume them in a
moment. And they fell upon their faces.
And Moses said to Aaron, Take the censer and put fire in it from the altar, and
lay incense on it, and carry it quickly to the assembly, and make expiation for
them. For wrath has gone forth from Jehovah; the plague has begun.
And Aaron took it as Moses had said and ran into the midst of the assembly.
And indeed the plague had begun among the people. So he put on the incense
and made expiation for the people.
And he stood between the dead and the living, and the plague was stopped.
Now those who died by the plague were fourteen thousand seven hundred,
besides those who died on account of Korah.
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Num 16:50

3.

So Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting when the
plague had been stopped.

Even Moses was disciplined by God for his mistake in 20:2-13:
Num 20:2
Num 20:3
Num 20:4
Num 20:5

Num 20:6
Num 20:7
Num 20:8

Num 20:9
Num 20:10

Num 20:11
Num 20:12

Num 20:13

a.

And there was no water for the assembly, and they gathered themselves
together against Moses and against Aaron.
And the people contended with Moses and spoke, saying, If only we had
expired when our brothers expired before Jehovah!
Why then have you brought the congregation of Jehovah into this wilderness
for us and our livestock to die there?
Why then did you bring us up out of Egypt, to bring us to this wretched place? It
is not a place of grain or figs or vines or pomegranates, and there is not even
water to drink.
And Moses and Aaron went from before the congregation to the entrance of the Tent
of Meeting and fell upon their faces, and the glory of Jehovah appeared to them.
Then Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,
Take the rod, and gather the assembly, you and Aaron your brother, and speak
to the rock before their eyes, so that it yields its water. Thus you shall bring
forth water for them out of the rock and give the assembly and their livestock
something to drink.
And Moses took the rod from before Jehovah, as He had commanded him.
And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and
he said to them, Listen now, you rebels: Shall we bring forth water for you out
of this rock?
Then Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his rod twice; and
abundant water came forth, and the assembly and their livestock drank.
And Jehovah said to Moses and Aaron, Because you did not believe in Me, to
sanctify Me in the sight of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring
this congregation into the land which I have given them.
These are the waters of Meribah, where the children of Israel contended with
Jehovah, and He was sanctified among them.

Moses made a serious mistake, which God could not tolerate, because it touched
His administration—vv. 10-12.
Num 20:10

Num 20:11
Num 20:12

b.
c.

And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the
rock, and he said to them, Listen now, you rebels: Shall we bring forth
water for you out of this rock?
Then Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his rod twice; and
abundant water came forth, and the assembly and their livestock drank.
And Jehovah said to Moses and Aaron, Because you did not believe in
Me, to sanctify Me in the sight of the children of Israel, therefore you
shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.

God’s administration is righteous, and even though He loved Moses, He could
not for this reason fail to exercise His administration.
Moses offended God, and as a result, he lost his right to enter into the good
land—v. 12; Deut. 3:23-29:
Num 20:12

Deut 3:23
Deut 3:24

Deut 3:25
Deut 3:26
Deut 3:27

And Jehovah said to Moses and Aaron, Because you did not believe in
Me, to sanctify Me in the sight of the children of Israel, therefore you
shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.
And I pleaded with Jehovah at that time, saying,
O Lord Jehovah, You have begun to show Your servant Your greatness
and Your mighty hand. For what god is there in heaven or on earth who
can do things like what You have done and things like Your mighty deeds?
Let me please cross over and see the good land that is across the
Jordan, this fine hill country and Lebanon.
But Jehovah was infuriated with me on your account and did not listen to me.
And Jehovah said to me, Enough! Speak no more to Me about this matter.
Go up to the top of Pisgah; and lift up your eyes to the west and to the
north and to the south and to the east; and see it with your eyes, for you
shall not cross over this Jordan.
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Deut 3:28

Deut 3:29

1)

But charge Joshua, and strengthen and encourage him, for it is he who
will cross over before this people and cause them to inherit the land
which you will see.
And we remained in the valley opposite Beth-peor.

Jehovah allowed Moses to view the land, but He did not permit him to go
in—34:1, 4.
Deut 34:1

Deut 34:4

2)

Rather, “Moses the servant of Jehovah died there in the land of Moab
according to the word of Jehovah”—v. 5.
Deut 34:5

3)

So Moses the servant of Jehovah died there in the land of Moab
according to the word of Jehovah.

Moses served God faithfully for forty years, but because his mistake
involved God’s governmental administration, he lost the right to enter into
the good land—4:21.
Deut 4:21

d.

Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to
the top of Pisgah, which faces Jericho. And Jehovah showed him
all the land: Gilead as far as Dan;
And Jehovah said to him, This is the land which I swore to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, To your seed I will give it.
I have let you see it with your own eyes, but you will not go over
there.

But Jehovah was angry with me on your account and swore that I
would not cross over the Jordan and that I would not enter the
good land which Jehovah your God is giving you as an inheritance.

Moses’ being refused in the matter of entering and possessing the good land
shows God’s righteous governmental administration; this was an instance of
God’s governmental administration, of God’s governmental dealing—1:37:
Deut 1:37

1)

With me also Jehovah was angry on your account, saying, You also shall
not enter there;

The way God dealt with Moses in not allowing him to enter into the good
land caused the children of Israel to have more fear of God’s righteous
dealing—4:21.
Deut 4:21

2)

But Jehovah was angry with me on your account and swore that I
would not cross over the Jordan and that I would not enter the
good land which Jehovah your God is giving you as an inheritance.

The punishment Moses suffered was a perfecting to the children of Israel;
they should have learned from this how fearful the righteous God is in His
governmental dealings—32:52.
Deut 32:52

But from a distance you shall see the land, yet you shall not go
there into the land which I am giving to the children of Israel.

III. The government of God is the governmental administration of the righteous,
holy, faithful, and loving God:
A.

God is righteous, and His government is established upon righteousness—1 John 1:9; Rev.
15:3; Psa. 89:14:
1 John 1:9
Rev 15:3

Psa 89:14

1.

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
And they sing the song of Moses, the slave of God, and the song of the Lamb,
saying, Great and wonderful are Your works, Lord God the Almighty! Righteous and
true are Your ways, O King of the nations!
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; / Lovingkindness and
truth go before Your face.

God’s government requires righteousness; righteousness is a matter of God’s
government—v. 14; 1 Pet. 2:23-24.
Psa 89:14

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; / Lovingkindness
and truth go before Your face.
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1 Pet 2:23

Who being reviled did not revile in return; suffering, He did not threaten but
kept committing all to Him who judges righteously;
Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having
died to sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.

1 Pet 2:24

2.

Righteousness is related to God’s outward acts, ways, actions, and activities;
everything God does is righteous—Rev. 15:3.
Rev 15:3

3.

And they sing the song of Moses, the slave of God, and the song of the Lamb,
saying, Great and wonderful are Your works, Lord God the Almighty! Righteous
and true are Your ways, O King of the nations!

The righteousness of God is what God is in His actions with respect to justice and
righteousness—1 John 1:9; Rev. 16:7.
1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
And I heard the altar saying, Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and righteous
are Your judgments.

Rev 16:7

4.

Righteousness is related to the kingdom of God—Rom. 14:17:
Rom 14:17

a.

For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

God’s throne is established with righteousness as the foundation—Psa. 89:14.
Psa 89:14

b.

Where God’s righteousness is, there His kingdom is also—Isa. 32:1; Heb. 1:8-9.
Isa 32:1

Indeed a King will reign according to righteousness, / And the rulers will
rule according to justice.
But of the Son, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the scepter
of uprightness is the scepter of Your kingdom.
You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God,
Your God, has anointed You with the oil of exultant joy above Your
partners";

Heb 1:8
Heb 1:9

5.

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; /
Lovingkindness and truth go before Your face.

In the death of Christ we have died to sins so that we might live to righteousness—1
Pet. 2:24:
1 Pet 2:24

a.

Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having
died to sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.

As God’s people living under His government, we must live a righteous life—
Matt. 5:20; 1 John 2:29; 3:7.
Matt 5:20

1 John 2:29
1 John 3:7

b.

For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the
scribes and Pharisees, you shall by no means enter into the kingdom of
the heavens.
If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone who practices
righteousness also has been begotten of Him.
Little children, let no one lead you astray; he who practices righteousness
is righteous, even as He is righteous;

The expression live to righteousness is related to the fulfilling of God’s
governmental requirements—1 Pet. 2:24:
1 Pet 2:24

1)

Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we,
having died to sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you
were healed.

We were saved so that we might live rightly under the government of God,
that is, in a way that matches the righteous requirements of His government—
Psa. 89:14; Matt. 5:20.
Psa 89:14
Matt 5:20

2)

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; /
Lovingkindness and truth go before Your face.
For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of
the scribes and Pharisees, you shall by no means enter into the
kingdom of the heavens.

In Christ’s death we have been separated from sins, and in His resurrection
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we have been enlivened so that in our Christian life we might live
spontaneously to righteousness under the government of God—Rom. 6:8,
10-11, 18; Eph. 2:5-6; John 14:19; 2 Tim. 2:11.
Rom 6:8
Rom 6:10
Rom 6:11
Rom 6:18
Eph 2:5
Eph 2:6
John 14:19
2 Tim 2:11

6.

Because God’s government requires righteousness, 2 Peter 3:13 says, “According to
His promise we are expecting new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness
dwells”:
a.
This means that everything will be in order, headed up, and regulated.
b.
Everything will be governed, controlled, and under the proper rule, for the
throne of God, the kingdom, the divine administration, will be there, and the
result will be peace and joy—Rom. 14:17; 15:13, 33.
Rom 14:17
Rom 15:13
Rom 15:33

B.

Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live
with Him,
For the death which He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life
which He lives, He lives to God.
So also you, reckon yourselves to be dead to sin, but living to God
in Christ Jesus.
And having been freed from sin, you were enslaved to righteousness.
Even when we were dead in offenses, made us alive together with
Christ (by grace you have been saved)
And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with
Him in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus,
Yet a little while and the world beholds Me no longer, but you
behold Me; because I live, you also shall live.
Faithful is the word: For if we died with Him, we will also live with
Him;

For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you
may abound in hope in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.

God is holy; holiness is one of the main attributes of God—1 Pet. 1:15-16:
1 Pet 1:15
1 Pet 1:16

1.

But according to the Holy One who called you, you yourselves also be holy in all your
manner of life;
Because it is written, "You shall be holy because I am holy."

“The four living creatures…have no rest day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord
God the Almighty, who was and who is and who is coming”—Rev. 4:8:
a.
The emphasis in Revelation 4:8 is that the Triune God is holy and is triply holy,
referring to the quality of God’s nature—God’s being; what He is, is holy—Isa.
6:3.
Rev 4:8

Isa 6:3

b.

To partake of God’s holiness is to partake of the quality of His nature, of what
He is—Heb. 12:10.
Heb 12:10

2.

And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings apiece,
are full of eyes around and within; and they have no rest day and night,
saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God the Almighty, who was and who is and
who is coming.
And one called to the other, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Jehovah of hosts; /
The whole earth is filled with His glory.

For they disciplined for a few days as it seemed good to them; but He,
for what is profitable that we might partake of His holiness.

“Our God is also a consuming fire”—v. 29:
a.
God is a consuming fire in His holiness and severity—Deut. 9:3; Rom. 11:22.
Deut 9:3

Know therefore today that Jehovah your God is the One crossing over
before you as a consuming fire; it is He who will destroy them, and it is
He who will subdue them before you, so that you may dispossess them
and destroy them quickly, as Jehovah has said to you.
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Rom 11:22

b.

Whatever does not correspond to His holy nature, He, as the consuming fire,
will consume; thus, He is severe, expressing His holiness in severity—Deut. 9:3.
Deut 9:3

C.

Behold then the kindness and severity of God: on those who fell,
severity; but on you, the kindness of God, if you continue in His
kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off.

Know therefore today that Jehovah your God is the One crossing over
before you as a consuming fire; it is He who will destroy them, and it is
He who will subdue them before you, so that you may dispossess them
and destroy them quickly, as Jehovah has said to you.

God is faithful—1 Pet. 4:19; 1 Cor. 1:9; 10:13; Rev. 3:14; 19:11:
1 Pet 4:19
1 Cor 1:9
1 Cor 10:13

Rev 3:14
Rev 19:11

1.

So then let those also who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls in
well-doing to a faithful Creator.
God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
No temptation has taken you except that which is common to man; and God is
faithful, who will not allow that you be tempted beyond what you are able, but will,
with the temptation, also make the way out, that you may be able to endure it.
And to the messenger of the church in Laodicea write: These things says the Amen,
the faithful and true Witness, the beginning of the creation of God:
And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sits on it called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war.

God’s word is faithful; whatever proceeds out of the mouth of God will be fulfilled—
Deut. 8:3; 1 Tim. 1:15; 2 Tim. 2:11.
Deut 8:3

1 Tim 1:15
2 Tim 2:11

2.

The faithful God who has called us will also sanctify us wholly and preserve our
whole being complete—1 Thes. 5:23-24.
1 Thes 5:23

1 Thes 5:24

3.

And the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly, and may your spirit and soul
and body be preserved complete, without blame, at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Faithful is He who calls you, who also will do it.

Divine faithfulness is a sweet attribute of God—2 Tim. 2:13; 1 John 1:9.
2 Tim 2:13
1 John 1:9

4.

And He humbled you and let you go hungry and fed you the manna, which you
had never known nor your fathers had ever known, so that He might make you
know that man lives not by bread alone, but that man lives by everything that
proceeds out from the mouth of Jehovah.
Faithful is the word and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners, of whom I am foremost.
Faithful is the word: For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him;

If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

In Deuteronomy 7:9-15 Moses wanted the people to realize that Jehovah their God is
the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and lovingkindness with those who love
Him and keep His commandments.
Deut 7:9

Deut 7:10
Deut 7:11
Deut 7:12

Deut 7:13

Know therefore that it is Jehovah your God who is God, the faithful God who
keeps covenant and lovingkindness to the thousandth generation with those
who love Him and keep His commandments,
But repays directly those who hate Him by destroying them. He will not be slow
toward him who hates Him; He will repay him directly.
Therefore you shall keep the commandment, and the statutes and the
ordinances, which I am commanding you today to do.
And it will be that because you listen to these ordinances, and keep them and
do them, Jehovah your God will keep with you the covenant and the
lovingkindness which He swore to your fathers.
And He will love you and bless you and multiply you; He will also bless the fruit
of your womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your new wine and
your fresh oil, the offspring of your cattle and the young of your flock, on the
land which He swore to your fathers to give you.
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Deut 7:14
Deut 7:15

You will be more blessed than all other peoples; there will not be any barren
male or female among you or among your animals.
And Jehovah will remove every sickness from you, and none of the evil
illnesses of Egypt, which you know about, will He put upon you; but He will give
them to all who hate you.

D. God is love—Eph. 2:4; 1 John 4:8-10, 16; Deut. 7:7; 10:14-15; Jer. 31:3:
Eph 2:4
1 John 4:8
1 John 4:9

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,
He who does not love has not known God, because God is love.
In this the love of God was manifested among us, that God sent His only begotten
Son into the world that we might have life and live through Him.
Herein is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son as
a propitiation for our sins.
And we know and have believed the love which God has in us. God is love, and he
who abides in love abides in God and God abides in him.
It was not because you were more numerous than all the peoples that Jehovah has
set His affection on you and has chosen you, for you were the fewest of all the peoples;
Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to Jehovah your God, the earth
and all that is in it.
But on your fathers Jehovah set His affection to love them and to choose their seed
after them, that is, you above all the peoples, as it is this day.
Jehovah appeared to me from afar, saying, / Indeed I have loved you with an eternal
love, / Therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness.

1 John 4:10
1 John 4:16
Deut 7:7
Deut 10:14
Deut 10:15
Jer 31:3

1.

Love is the nature of God’s essence; thus, love is an essential attribute of God—Rom.
5:5, 8; 8:35, 39; 15:30.
Rom 5:5
Rom 5:8
Rom 8:35
Rom 8:39
Rom 15:30

2.

And hope does not put us to shame, because the love of God has been poured
out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
But God commends His own love to us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation or anguish or
persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword?
Nor height nor depth nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Now I exhort you, brothers, through our Lord Jesus Christ and through the love
of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf,

Deuteronomy speaks of God as a God of love—7:7; 10:14-15; 11:12:
Deut 7:7

Deut 10:14
Deut 10:15
Deut 11:12

a.

It was not because you were more numerous than all the peoples that Jehovah
has set His affection on you and has chosen you, for you were the fewest of all
the peoples;
Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to Jehovah your God, the
earth and all that is in it.
But on your fathers Jehovah set His affection to love them and to choose their
seed after them, that is, you above all the peoples, as it is this day.
It is a land which Jehovah your God cares for; always the eyes of Jehovah your
God are upon it, from the beginning of the year even to the end of the year.

As a God of righteousness, God is strict and narrow; as a God of love, He is
broad and all-embracing—Jer. 31:3.
Jer 31:3

b.

God is a loving God, but His love is a perfecting love, not a spoiling love; God
loves us and also disciplines us, for He has His governmental administration—
Heb. 12:6.
Heb 12:6

3.

Jehovah appeared to me from afar, saying, / Indeed I have loved you
with an eternal love, / Therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness.

For whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son
whom He receives."

As a whole, Deuteronomy ultimately shows us that the love of God consummately
works for His people so that they may enjoy His full blessing according to His will
and foreknowledge—Eph. 1:4-5, 9, 11; 1 Pet. 1:2; Rom. 8:29:
Eph 1:4

Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and
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Eph 1:5
Eph 1:9
Eph 1:11

1 Pet 1:2

Rom 8:29

a.

without blemish before Him in love,
Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to
the good pleasure of His will,
Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure,
which He purposed in Himself,
In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been
predestinated according to the purpose of the One who works all things
according to the counsel of His will,
Chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father in the sanctification
of the Spirit unto obedience and the sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace be multiplied.
Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to
the image of His Son, that He might be the Firstborn among many brothers;

In spite of our failure in loving God and fearing Him and in spite of our
unfaithfulness, God will be successful—Phil. 1:6.
Phil 1:6

b.

No matter what the condition of His people may be, God will be faithful to the
end, and eventually, He will accomplish His intention so that we may enjoy His
full blessing—1 Cor. 1:8-9; Rom. 8:37-39; Num. 6:23-26.
1 Cor 1:8
1 Cor 1:9
Rom 8:37
Rom 8:38
Rom 8:39
Num 6:23
Num 6:24
Num 6:25
Num 6:26

E.

Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun in you a good
work will complete it until the day of Christ Jesus;

Who will also confirm you until the end unreprovable in the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
But in all these things we more than conquer through Him who loved us.
For I am persuaded that neither death nor life nor angels nor
principalities nor things present nor things to come nor powers
Nor height nor depth nor any other creature will be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the
children of Israel; you shall say to them,
Jehovah bless you and keep you;
Jehovah make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you;
Jehovah lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

The book of Deuteronomy is very particular in its revelation of what God is—1:6-8; 3:2021, 24; 4:1:
Deut 1:6
Deut 1:7

Deut 1:8

Deut 3:20

Deut 3:21

Deut 3:24

Deut 4:1

Jehovah our God spoke to us at Horeb, saying, You have dwelt long enough at this
mountain.
Turn and set out, and go to the hill country of the Amorites and to all their neighboring
peoples in the Arabah, in the hill country and in the lowland, and in the Negev and by
the seacoast, the land of the Canaanites and Lebanon, as far as the great river, the
river Euphrates.
See, I have set the land before you; go in and possess the land which Jehovah swore
to give to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to them and to their seed
after them.
Until Jehovah gives rest to your brothers as He has to you, and they also possess the
land which Jehovah your God is giving them across the Jordan, and you return, each
man to his possession which I have given you.
And I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, Yours are the eyes that have seen all
that Jehovah your God has done to these two kings; so will Jehovah do to all the
kingdoms into which you are about to cross over.
O Lord Jehovah, You have begun to show Your servant Your greatness and Your
mighty hand. For what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do things like what
You have done and things like Your mighty deeds?
And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the ordinances which I am teaching you
to do, in order that you may live and go in and possess the land which Jehovah, the
God of your fathers, is giving you.
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1.

All the rehearsed statutes and judgments, with the new developments, speak forth in
detail concerning the God of Israel—7:7; 10:14-15; 11:12.
Deut 7:7

Deut 10:14
Deut 10:15
Deut 11:12

2.

It was not because you were more numerous than all the peoples that Jehovah
has set His affection on you and has chosen you, for you were the fewest of all
the peoples;
Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to Jehovah your God, the
earth and all that is in it.
But on your fathers Jehovah set His affection to love them and to choose their
seed after them, that is, you above all the peoples, as it is this day.
It is a land which Jehovah your God cares for; always the eyes of Jehovah your
God are upon it, from the beginning of the year even to the end of the year.

The God manifested in Deuteronomy is not only righteous, holy, faithful, loving, and
gracious but also very fine, tender, considerate, and sympathetic; this is our God—
Eph. 1:3, 17; 2:4; Rev. 5:12-13.
Eph 1:3
Eph 1:17
Eph 2:4
Rev 5:12
Rev 5:13

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ,
That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him,
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved
us,
Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb who has been slain to receive the
power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing.
And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth
and on the sea and all things in them, I heard saying, To Him who sits upon the
throne and to the Lamb be the blessing and the honor and the glory and the
might forever and ever.

Study Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Define the system of government and the system of grace, and with illustrations, explain the
relationship between these two systems.
Explain how and why God governs by judging.
How does Moses’ experience of God’s government teach us to honor God’s government?
What is the relationship between the righteousness of God, the kingdom of God, and the
government of God?
Describe fully and accurately the God manifested in Deuteronomy, and then respond to this
question: Is this God your God?
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Message Three
The Goodness of the Land—Its Food
MR Hymns: 1166

Scripture Reading: Col. 1:12; Exo. 3:8; Deut. 8:7-10; 26:9
Col 1:12

Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted portion of the saints
in the light;
And I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out
of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the
Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the
Jebusites.
For Jehovah your God is bringing you to a good land, a land of waterbrooks, of springs and of
fountains, flowing forth in valleys and in mountains;
A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive trees with
oil and of honey;
A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in it; a land whose
stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine copper.
And you shall eat and be satisfied, and you shall bless Jehovah your God for the good land which
He has given you.
And He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, a land flowing with milk and
honey.

Exo 3:8

Deut 8:7
Deut 8:8
Deut 8:9
Deut 8:10
Deut 26:9

I.

Christ, as the preeminent and all-inclusive One, is the allotted portion of the
saints—Col. 1:12:
Col 1:12

A.

Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted portion of the
saints in the light;

The allotted portion refers to the lot of the inheritance, as illustrated by the allotment of the
good land of Canaan given to the children of Israel for their inheritance—Josh. 14:1.
Josh 14:1

B.

And these are what the children of Israel received as inheritances in the land of
Canaan, which Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the heads of the
fathers' houses of the tribes of the children of Israel gave to them as inheritances,

The New Testament believers’ allotted portion is not a physical land; it is the all-inclusive
Christ as the life-giving Spirit—Col. 2:6-7; Gal. 3:14; 5:16; Rom. 8:4:
Col 2:6
Col 2:7
Gal 3:14
Gal 5:16
Rom 8:4

1.

As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in Him,
Having been rooted and being built up in Him, and being established in the faith even
as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that
we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
But I say, Walk by the Spirit and you shall by no means fulfill the lust of the flesh.
That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk
according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

The riches of the good land typify the unsearchable riches of Christ in different
aspects as the bountiful supply to His believers in His Spirit—Deut. 8:7-10; Eph. 3:8;
Phil. 1:19.
Deut 8:7
Deut 8:8
Deut 8:9

Deut 8:10
Eph 3:8
Phil 1:19

For Jehovah your God is bringing you to a good land, a land of waterbrooks, of
springs and of fountains, flowing forth in valleys and in mountains;
A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land
of olive trees with oil and of honey;
A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in
it; a land whose stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine
copper.
And you shall eat and be satisfied, and you shall bless Jehovah your God for
the good land which He has given you.
To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel
For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and
the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
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2.

By enjoying the riches of the land, the believers in Christ are built up to be Christ’s
Body as the house of God and the kingdom of God—Eph. 1:22-23; 2:21-22; 1 Tim.
3:15; Matt. 16:18-19; Rom. 14:17.
Eph 1:22
Eph 1:23
Eph 2:21
Eph 2:22
1 Tim 3:15

Matt 16:18
Matt 16:19

Rom 14:17

C.

And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all
things to the church,
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.
In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in
the Lord;
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.
But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in
the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of
the truth.
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and whatever you
bind on the earth shall have been bound in the heavens, and whatever you
loose on the earth shall have been loosed in the heavens.
For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Because we are practically joined to Christ as the reality of the good land and are enjoying
His riches, God’s eyes are upon us continually, causing us to enjoy God’s presence and
making us the object of His care—Deut. 11:12; Rev. 1:14; 5:6; 2 Chron. 16:9; Psa. 32:8.
Deut 11:12

It is a land which Jehovah your God cares for; always the eyes of Jehovah your God
are upon it, from the beginning of the year even to the end of the year.
Rev 1:14
And His head and hair were as white as white wool, as snow; and His eyes were like
a flame of fire;
Rev 5:6
And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the midst of
the elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.
2 Chron 16:9 For the eyes of Jehovah run to and fro throughout all the earth to strengthen those
whose heart is perfect toward Him. You have acted foolishly in this matter; hence
from this time on you will have wars.
Psa 32:8
I will instruct you and teach you concerning the way you should go; / I will counsel
you; my eye is upon you.

II. The purpose of God’s calling is to bring God’s chosen people into the
enjoyment of the all-inclusive Christ, typified by the good land flowing with
milk and honey—Exo. 3:8; 1 Cor. 1:2, 9:
Exo 3:8

1 Cor 1:2

1 Cor 1:9

A.

And I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them
up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to
the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the
Hivites and the Jebusites.
To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus,
the called saints, with all those who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every
place, who is theirs and ours:
God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Milk and honey, which are the mingling of both the animal life and the vegetable life, are
two aspects of the life of Christ—the redeeming aspect and the generating aspect—Deut.
8:8; 26:9; cf. John 1:29; 12:24:
Deut 8:8
Deut 26:9
John 1:29

A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive
trees with oil and of honey;
And He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, a land flowing with
milk and honey.
The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world!
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John 12:24

1.

Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

The redeeming aspect of Christ’s life is for our judicial redemption, and the
generating aspect of Christ’s life is for our organic salvation—1:29; 12:24; Rev. 2:7;
22:14; Rom. 5:10.
John 1:29
John 12:24
Rev 2:7

Rev 22:14
Rom 5:10

2.

The symbols of the Lord’s table signify the redeeming and generating aspects of
Christ’s life for God’s complete salvation; thus, the good land has become a table, a
feast for our enjoyment—Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:16-17.
Matt 26:26
Matt 26:27
Matt 26:28
1 Cor 10:16
1 Cor 10:17

B.

The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!
Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and
dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him
who overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
Paradise of God.
Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may have right to the tree of
life and may enter by the gates into the city.
For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of His Son,
much more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled,

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread and blessed it, and He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said, Take, eat; this is My body.
And He took a cup and gave thanks, and He gave it to them, saying, Drink of it,
all of you,
For this is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins.
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the fellowship of the blood of
Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the fellowship of the body of Christ?
Seeing that there is one bread, we who are many are one Body; for we all
partake of the one bread.

By enjoying Christ as the land of milk and honey, we will be constituted with Him as milk
and honey—“Your lips drip fresh honey, my bride; I Honey and milk are under your
tongue”—S. S. 4:11a; 1 Pet. 2:2; Psa. 119:103.
1 Pet 2:2

As newborn babes, long for the guileless milk of the word in order that by it you may
grow unto salvation,
Psa 119:103 How sweet are Your words to my taste! / Sweeter than honey to my mouth!

III. The good land is a land of wheat, typifying the limited Jesus, the One who was
incarnated, crucified, and buried—Deut. 8:8; John 12:24:
Deut 8:8
John 12:24

A.

A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive trees
with oil and of honey;
Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it abides
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

In the midst of situations that limit us and press us, we may experience the Lord as a grain
of wheat—vv. 24-26a; Rev. 1:9; Acts 16:7:
John 12:24

Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
John 12:25 He who loves his soul-life loses it; and he who hates his soul-life in this world shall
keep it unto eternal life.
John 12:26a If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there also My servant will
be. ….
Rev 1:9
I John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and endurance
in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus.
Acts 16:7
And when they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, yet the Spirit of
Jesus did not allow them.

1.

When we contact the Lord in our limiting and restricting circumstances, we will
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realize that He is the infinite God who became a finite man and that there is power in
Him to bear any kind of limitation—Phil. 4:13.
Phil 4:13

2.

Col 1:27
Col 3:4

3.

Phil 4:12

Not that I speak according to lack, for I have learned, in whatever circumstances
I am, to be content.
I know also how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in everything and in
all things I have learned the secret both to be filled and to hunger, both to
abound and to lack.

Paul considered himself the prisoner of Christ Jesus; apparently, Paul was confined in a
physical prison; actually, he was imprisoned in Christ—Eph. 3:1; 4:1.
Eph 3:1
Eph 4:1

C.

To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in
glory.

If we contact the Lord, we will experience Him as a grain of wheat, and in Him we
will be content with our situation—Phil. 4:11-12.
Phil 4:11

B.

I am able to do all things in Him who empowers me.

Christ our life is within us as a grain of wheat to live the life of the incarnated One,
the limited One; He is our life to make us willing to be limited and to die and be
buried—Col. 1:27; 3:4.

For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you, the GentilesI beseech you therefore, I, the prisoner in the Lord, to walk worthily of the calling with
which you were called,

Eventually, every faithful lover of Christ will be imprisoned not only by Christ but in
Christ; the more we love Him, the more we will be in Him to such an extent that He
becomes our prison where we can enjoy Him to the uttermost—Phil. 4:4.
Phil 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.

IV. The good land is a land of barley, typifying the resurrected Christ—Deut. 8:8:
Deut 8:8

A.

A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive trees
with oil and of honey;

Because barley ripens early, it is the firstfruits of the harvest—a type of the resurrected
Christ—1 Cor. 15:20; Lev. 23:10.
1 Cor 15:20
Lev 23:10

B.

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep.
Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them, When you come into the land which I
am giving you, and reap its harvest, then you shall bring the sheaf of the firstfruits of
your harvest to the priest;

As the firstfruits, Christ has become the bread of life; hence, barley loaves signify Christ in
resurrection as food to us—John 6:48; Deut. 8:9a:
John 6:48
Deut 8:9a

1.

I am the bread of life.
A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in it; …

The number five signifies responsibility; this indicates that the resurrected Christ is
able to bear responsibility—John 6:9.
John 6:9

2.

As we feed on Christ as the barley loaves, we become a loaf of barley to feed others
with the Christ whom we have experienced—cf. Judg. 7:13-14.
Judg 7:13

Judg 7:14

C.

There is a little boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish; but what are
these for so many?

And when Gideon came, at that moment a man was recounting a dream to his
companion; and he said, I have just had a dream. There was this round loaf of
barley bread tumbling through the camp of Midian. And it came to the tent and
struck it, so that it fell and turned upside down. And the tent collapsed.
And his companion answered and said, This is nothing else but the sword of
Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel. God has delivered Midian and all the
camp into his hand.

In order to experience the wheat, the limited Jesus, we need to apply the barley, the
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unlimited Christ; we follow the limited Jesus in the power of the resurrected Christ—Heb.
13:12-13.
Heb 13:12

Therefore also Jesus, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood,
suffered outside the gate.
Let us therefore go forth unto Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach.

Heb 13:13

D.

We can do all things in the One who empowers us because He is the resurrected and
unlimited Christ—Phil. 4:13.
Phil 4:13

I am able to do all things in Him who empowers me.

V. The good land is a land of vines, typifying the sacrificing Christ, the Christ
who sacrificed everything of Himself, and out of His sacrifice He produced
new wine to cheer God and man—Deut. 8:8; Judg. 9:13; Psa. 104:15a:
Deut 8:8

A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive trees
with oil and of honey;
Judg 9:13
But the vine said to them, Shall I leave my new wine, which cheers God and men, and go to
wave over the trees?
Psa 104:15a Even wine that cheers man's heart, …

A.

Christ is the wine-producer, sacrificing Himself to produce wine to cheer God and others; if
we contact the Christ typified by the vine and experience His sacrificing life, He will
energize us to live a life of sacrifice, producing wine to make God and others happy—Rom.
12:1; Eph. 5:2; 2 Cor. 1:24.
Rom 12:1

I exhort you therefore, brothers, through the compassions of God to present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable service.
And walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave Himself up for us, an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor.
Not that we lord it over your faith, but we are fellow workers with you for your joy; for
by faith you stand.

Eph 5:2
2 Cor 1:24

B.

In ourselves we are not able to live a life of sacrifice, for our life is a natural life, a selfish
life—Job 2:4; Matt. 16:25:
Job 2:4

Then Satan answered Jehovah and said, Skin for skin! Indeed all that a man has he
will give for the sake of his life.
For whoever wants to save his soul-life shall lose it; but whoever loses his soul-life for
My sake shall find it.

Matt 16:25

1.

If we contact the Lord and experience His sacrificing life, He will energize and
strengthen us to sacrifice for God and for others—Phil. 4:13; Rom. 12:1; Eph. 5:2.
Phil 4:13
Rom 12:1
Eph 5:2

2.

I am able to do all things in Him who empowers me.
I exhort you therefore, brothers, through the compassions of God to present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable service.
And walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave Himself up for us, an
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor.

The more we experience Christ as the vine with His sacrificing life, the more we will
be energized to sacrifice ourselves to make God and others happy:
a.
We will be “drunken” with happiness, realizing that the happiest person is the
one who is the most unselfish.
b.
We will bring happiness to those who contact us, and we will bring cheer to
God—2 Cor. 1:24; 5:13a.
2 Cor 1:24
2 Cor 5:13a

Not that we lord it over your faith, but we are fellow workers with you for
your joy; for by faith you stand.
For whether we were beside ourselves, it was to God; …

VI. The good land is a land of fig trees, signifying the sweetness and satisfaction of
Christ as our supply—Deut. 8:8; Num. 13:23; Judg. 9:11:
Deut 8:8

A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive trees
with oil and of honey;
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Num 13:23

Then they came to the Valley of Eshcol, and from there they cut down a branch with a
single cluster of grapes; and they carried it on a pole between two of them. They also cut off
some of the pomegranates and some of the figs.
But the fig tree said to them, Shall I leave my sweetness and my good fruit, and go to wave
over the trees?

Judg 9:11

A.

Paul is a pattern of one who experienced and enjoyed the sweetness and satisfaction of
Christ as his supply—Phil. 1:7, 18-19; 2:17-18; 3:1; 4:4, 10-13.
Phil 1:7

Phil 1:18
Phil 1:19
Phil 2:17
Phil 2:18
Phil 3:1
Phil 4:4
Phil 4:10

Phil 4:11
Phil 4:12

Phil 4:13

B.

Even as it is right for me to think this concerning you all because you have me in your
heart, since both in my bonds and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel you
are all fellow partakers with me of grace.
What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truthfulness, Christ is
announced; and in this I rejoice; yes, and I will rejoice;
For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
But even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of
your faith, I rejoice, and I rejoice together with you all.
And in like manner you also rejoice, and you rejoice together with me.
Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, for me it is
not irksome, but for you it is safe.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.
But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly because now at length you have caused your
thinking for me to blossom anew; for which matter you had indeed taken thought, but
lacked opportunity.
Not that I speak according to lack, for I have learned, in whatever circumstances I
am, to be content.
I know also how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in everything and in all
things I have learned the secret both to be filled and to hunger, both to abound and to
lack.
I am able to do all things in Him who empowers me.

Although Paul’s desire was to depart and be with Christ, he was willing to remain in the
flesh for the sake of the saints’ progress and joy of the faith—1:21-26:
Phil 1:21
Phil 1:22
Phil 1:23
Phil 1:24
Phil 1:25
Phil 1:26

1.

For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
But if I am to live in the flesh, if this to me is fruit for my work, then I do not know what
I will choose.
But I am constrained between the two, having the desire to depart and be with Christ,
for this is far better;
But to remain in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.
And being confident of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all for your
progress and joy of the faith,
That your boast may abound in Christ Jesus in me through my coming again to you.

Through Paul as a channel, the saints could experience Christ and have the progress
and joy of the faith—v. 25.
Phil 1:25

And being confident of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all
for your progress and joy of the faith,

2.
C.

Today there is an urgent need for channels of supply; if the saints are to experience
Christ, someone must serve as a channel of supply.
Paul was a partaker of grace, and he rejoiced in the Lord greatly; he was happy in the Lord,
and his happiness did not diminish as time went by—v. 4; 2:2; 3:1; 4:4, 10.
Phil 1:4
Phil 2:2
Phil 3:1
Phil 4:4
Phil 4:10

Always in my every petition on behalf of you all, making my petition with joy,
Make my joy full, that you think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul,
thinking the one thing,
Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, for me it is
not irksome, but for you it is safe.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.
But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly because now at length you have caused your
thinking for me to blossom anew; for which matter you had indeed taken thought, but
lacked opportunity.
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D.

Through the Body Paul received the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ; grace is
God in Christ as our enjoyment conveyed to us through the bountiful supply of the Spirit of
Jesus Christ—1:19; 4:23.
Phil 1:19
Phil 4:23

For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

VII. The good land is a land of pomegranates, typifying the fullness of life, the
abundance and beauty of life, and the expression of the riches of life—Deut.
8:8; Exo. 28:33-34; 1 Kings 7:18-20:
Deut 8:8

A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive trees
with oil and of honey;
Exo 28:33
And you shall make on its hem pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet strands, all
around its hem, and bells of gold between them all around:
Exo 28:34
A golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, on the hem of the robe
all around.
1 Kings 7:18 So he made the pillars; and there were two rows of pomegranates around the one network,
to cover the capitals that were at the top of the pomegranates. And he did the same for the
second capital.
1 Kings 7:19 And the capitals that were at the top of the pillars in the portico were of lily work, four cubits
in diameter.
1 Kings 7:20 So then the capitals that were on the two pillars were above and close to the bulge that was
beside the network. And there were two hundred pomegranates, in rows around both capitals.

A.

Pomegranates and golden bells were on the bottom part of the high priest’s robe, which
signifies the church—Exo. 28:33-34.
Exo 28:33
Exo 28:34

B.
C.

And you shall make on its hem pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet strands,
all around its hem, and bells of gold between them all around:
A golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, on the hem of
the robe all around.

The church should be full of life in her humanity; this is the significance of pomegranates
made of linen.
The church has humanity for the expression of the fullness of life and also divinity for the
sounding of the golden bells:
1.
The fullness of life is expressed in the church’s humanity, but the voice of warning is
expressed in the church’s divinity (the golden bells)—v. 35.
Exo 28:35

And it shall be upon Aaron when he ministers, and its sound shall be heard
when he goes into the sanctuary before Jehovah and when he comes out, so
that he may not die.

2.

D.

We first have the expression of the fullness of life and then the sounding of the
golden bells, that is, the speaking from the divinity of the church.
3. The beauty of life expressed in our humanity and the divine sounding from the golden
bells are signs of a proper church life.
The two hundred pomegranates surrounding the capitals at the top of the pillars in the
temple signify the expression of the riches of life—1 Kings 7:18-20; 2 Chron. 3:15-16; Jer.
52:22-23; Rev. 3:12:
1 Kings 7:18 So he made the pillars; and there were two rows of pomegranates around the one
network, to cover the capitals that were at the top of the pomegranates. And he did
the same for the second capital.
1 Kings 7:19 And the capitals that were at the top of the pillars in the portico were of lily work, four
cubits in diameter.
1 Kings 7:20 So then the capitals that were on the two pillars were above and close to the bulge
that was beside the network. And there were two hundred pomegranates, in rows
around both capitals.
2 Chron 3:15 And at the front of the house he made two pillars, thirty-five cubits high; and the
capital that was on the top of each was five cubits high.
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2 Chron 3:16 And he made chains in the innermost sanctuary and set them on the tops of the
pillars, and he made one hundred pomegranates and put them on the chains.
Jer 52:22
And a bronze capital was upon it; and the height of each capital was five cubits; and
the network and pomegranates were upon the capital all around, all of bronze; and
the second pillar and the pomegranates were like these.
Jer 52:23
And there were ninety-six pomegranates toward the open air; all the pomegranates
on the network were a hundred all around.
Rev 3:12
He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall by
no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name of My God and the
name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from
My God, and My new name.

1.

Those who judge themselves (bronze) and regard themselves as nothing will be able
to bear responsibility in full in the midst of an intermixed and complicated situation
(nets of checker work and wreaths of chain work) because they live not by themselves
but by faith in God (lily work); thus, they express the riches of life two hundredfold
(pomegranates)—1 Kings 7:15-22.
1 Kings 7:15 And he formed the two bronze pillars; eighteen cubits was the height of each
pillar, and a line of twelve cubits encompassed each pillar.
1 Kings 7:16 And he made two capitals of molten bronze to set upon the tops of the pillars;
the height of the one capital was five cubits, and the height of the second
capital was five cubits.
1 Kings 7:17 There were nets of checker work with wreaths of chain work for the capitals
that were at the top of the pillars, seven for the one capital, and seven for the
second capital.
1 Kings 7:18 So he made the pillars; and there were two rows of pomegranates around the
one network, to cover the capitals that were at the top of the pomegranates.
And he did the same for the second capital.
1 Kings 7:19 And the capitals that were at the top of the pillars in the portico were of lily
work, four cubits in diameter.
1 Kings 7:20 So then the capitals that were on the two pillars were above and close to the
bulge that was beside the network. And there were two hundred
pomegranates, in rows around both capitals.
1 Kings 7:21 And he erected the pillars at the portico of the temple. When he erected the
right pillar, he called its name Jachin; and when he erected the left pillar, he
called its name Boaz.
1 Kings 7:22 And at the top of the pillars was lily work. And the work on the pillars was completed.

2.

Out of every one hundred pomegranates, ninety-six were exposed to the open air, and
four were covered—Jer. 52:22-23:
Jer 52:22

Jer 52:23

a.
b.
c.

And a bronze capital was upon it; and the height of each capital was five cubits;
and the network and pomegranates were upon the capital all around, all of
bronze; and the second pillar and the pomegranates were like these.
And there were ninety-six pomegranates toward the open air; all the pomegranates
on the network were a hundred all around.

The expression of the riches of life is eternally complete, in the freshness of
resurrection, and in the Spirit.
The fact that four of every one hundred pomegranates were hidden indicates
that our natural being, our natural life, and our self must be concealed.
When our natural being disappears, we have the ninety-six pomegranates, the
rich expression of the life of Christ in the reality of the spiritual air.

VIII. The good land is a land of olive trees, typifying Christ as the One who was
filled and anointed with the Spirit—Deut. 8:8; Zech. 4:12:
Deut 8:8
Zech 4:12

A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive trees
with oil and of honey;
And I answered a second time and said to him, What are the two olive branches that are by
the side of the two golden spouts, which empty the gold from themselves?
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A.

The olive tree’s oil, typifying the Holy Spirit, is used to honor God and man—Judg. 9:9; cf.
1 Sam. 2:30:
Judg 9:9
1 Sam 2:30

1.

But the olive tree said to them, Shall I leave my fatness, because of which God and
men are honored by me, and go to wave over the trees?
Therefore Jehovah the God of Israel declares, I surely said that your house and the
house of your father would walk before Me forever; but now Jehovah declares, Far be
it from Me; for those who honor Me I will honor, and those who spurn Me will be
lightly esteemed.

We cannot serve the Lord or help others without the Holy Spirit—Acts 6:3.
Acts 6:3

But brothers, look for seven well-attested men from among you, full of the Spirit
and of wisdom, whom we will appoint over this need.

2.

B.

In order to serve the Lord and help others, we must be filled with the Spirit; only
when we are filled with the Spirit can we honor God and honor others.
When we minister Christ to others, supplying them with oil, we are supplying them with
God (gold)—Zech. 4:11-12:
Zech 4:11
Zech 4:12

Then I answered and said to him, What are these two olive trees on the right of the
lampstand and on its left?
And I answered a second time and said to him, What are the two olive branches that
are by the side of the two golden spouts, which empty the gold from themselves?

1.
2.
C.

We all should be olive trees emptying God from ourselves into others.
In this way oil will be provided to the needy ones by those who are olive trees out of
which God is flowing.
As Christians, we are olive trees, not in the sense of being separate trees but in the sense of
being branches of Christ, the unique olive tree—vv. 11-12:
Zech 4:11
Zech 4:12

1.
2.

Then I answered and said to him, What are these two olive trees on the right of the
lampstand and on its left?
And I answered a second time and said to him, What are the two olive branches that
are by the side of the two golden spouts, which empty the gold from themselves?

Although Christ is the unique olive tree, out from Him many branches, many shoots,
have issued forth; these branches, or shoots, are the many olive trees on earth today.
As branches of Christ, the unique olive tree, we need to supply others with oil, that is,
with the Spirit, so that they may be enlivened for God’s unique testimony.

Study Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What is the spiritual significance of wheat as a type of Christ?
What is the spiritual significance of barley as a type of Christ?
What is the spiritual significance of vines as a type of Christ?
What is the spiritual significance of fig trees as a type of Christ?
What is the spiritual significance of pomegranates as a type of Christ?
What is the spiritual significance of olive trees as a type of Christ?
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Message Four
The Goodness of the Land—Its Minerals
JL Hymns: 1164, 885

Scripture Reading: Deut. 8:7, 9; 1:30; 3:22; 20:3-4; 32:30; Eph. 6:10-13; Deut. 33:25;
Jer. 15:12; 1 Pet. 2:4-5; Dan. 10:6d; Rev. 12:5; 1:15a
Deut 8:7
Deut 8:9
Deut 1:30
Deut 3:22
Deut 20:3
Deut 20:4
Deut 32:30
Eph 6:10
Eph 6:11
Eph 6:12
Eph 6:13
Deut 33:25
Jer 15:12
1 Pet 2:4
1 Pet 2:5
Dan 10:6d
Rev 12:5
Rev 1:15a

I.

For Jehovah your God is bringing you to a good land, a land of waterbrooks, of springs and of
fountains, flowing forth in valleys and in mountains;
A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in it; a land whose
stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine copper.
Jehovah your God, who goes before you, He will fight for you according to all that He did for you
in Egypt before your eyes,
Do not fear them, for it is Jehovah your God who is fighting for you.
And he shall say to them, Hear, O Israel! You are drawing near to the battle against your enemies
today. Do not let your heart fail; do not be afraid or alarmed or terrified of them.
For it is Jehovah your God who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.
How shall one chase a thousand, / And two put ten thousand to flight, / Were it not that their Rock
sold them, / And Jehovah delivered them up?
Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength.
Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the stratagems of the devil,
For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the authorities,
against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenlies.
Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand.
Your doorbolts shall be iron and copper; / And as your days are, so shall your strength be.
Can one break iron, / Iron from the north, or bronze?
Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and precious,
You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house into a holy priesthood
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
… His arms and His feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of His words like the
sound of a multitude.
And she brought forth a son, a man-child, who is to shepherd all the nations with an iron rod; and
her child was caught up to God and to His throne.
And His feet were like shining bronze, as having been fired in a furnace…

The stones, the iron, the mountains, and the copper are for the building and
for the battle—Deut. 8:7, 9; Neh. 4:17:
Deut 8:7
Deut 8:9
Neh 4:17

A.

For Jehovah your God is bringing you to a good land, a land of waterbrooks, of springs and
of fountains, flowing forth in valleys and in mountains;
A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in it; a land
whose stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine copper.
Those who built the wall and those who carried burdens took the loads with one hand doing
the work and with the other holding a weapon.

The building and the battle always go together; if we would have the building, we must be
prepared to fight—Matt. 16:18; Eph. 2:21-22; 4:16; 6:10-20.
Matt 16:18
Eph 2:21
Eph 2:22
Eph 4:16

Eph 6:10
Eph 6:11
Eph 6:12

And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church,
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord;
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.
Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through
every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one
part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.
Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength.
Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the stratagems
of the devil,
For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenlies.
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Eph 6:13
Eph 6:14
Eph 6:15
Eph 6:16
Eph 6:17
Eph 6:18
Eph 6:19
Eph 6:20

B.

Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth and having put on the breastplate
of righteousness
And having shod your feet with the firm foundation of the gospel of peace;
Besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith, with which you will be able to
quench all the flaming darts of the evil one.
And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the
word of God,
By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching unto
this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints,
And for me, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make
known in boldness the mystery of the gospel,
For which I am an ambassador in a chain, that in it I would speak boldly, as I ought to
speak.

For the building we need the materials, and for the battle we need the weapons; these
depend upon the stones, the iron, the mountains, and the copper.

II. We need to experience Christ as a land whose stones are iron—Deut. 8:9c;
33:25; 1 Pet. 2:4-5; Jer. 15:12; Psa. 2:9; Rev. 12:5:
Deut 8:9c
Deut 33:25
1 Pet 2:4
1 Pet 2:5

… a land whose stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine copper.
Your doorbolts shall be iron and copper; / And as your days are, so shall your strength be.
Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and precious,
You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house into a holy
priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
Can one break iron, / Iron from the north, or bronze?
You will break them with an iron rod; / You will shatter them like a potter's vessel.
And she brought forth a son, a man-child, who is to shepherd all the nations with an iron
rod; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.

Jer 15:12
Psa 2:9
Rev 12:5

A.

Christ is a stone for God’s building; this means that Christ is the material for God’s
building and that God’s building is entirely of Christ—Acts 4:10-12; 1 Pet. 2:4-5:
Acts 4:10

Acts 4:11
Acts 4:12
1 Pet 2:4
1 Pet 2:5

1.

Let it be known to you all and to all the people of Israel that in the name of Jesus
Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified and whom God has raised from the dead, in
this name this man stands before you in good health.
This is the stone which was considered as nothing by you, the builders, which has
become the head of the corner.
And there is salvation in no other, for neither is there another name under heaven
given among men in which we must be saved.
Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and precious,
You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house into a
holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

In the Bible stone is a major item—Gen. 28:18; Zech. 3:9; 1 Pet. 2:4-5:
Gen 28:18
Zech 3:9

1 Pet 2:4
1 Pet 2:5

a.

And Jacob rose up early in the morning and took the stone that he had put
under his head, and he set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it.
For here is the stone that I have set before Joshua-upon one stone are seven
eyes. I will engrave its engraving, declares Jehovah of hosts, and I will remove
the iniquity of that land in one day.
Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and precious,
You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house
into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.

God created a man of clay; hence, the first man was a clay-man—Gen. 2:7.
Gen 2:7

b.

Jehovah God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul.

In Christ, God Himself came to be a man, and this man was a stone-man—Acts
4:10-12.
Acts 4:10

Let it be known to you all and to all the people of Israel that in the name
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Acts 4:11
Acts 4:12

c.

of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified and whom God has
raised from the dead, in this name this man stands before you in good
health.
This is the stone which was considered as nothing by you, the builders,
which has become the head of the corner.
And there is salvation in no other, for neither is there another name
under heaven given among men in which we must be saved.

At the end of the Bible we have a stone-city—Rev. 21:10-11, 18a, 19-20.
Rev 21:10

Rev 21:11
Rev 21:18a
Rev 21:19

Rev 21:20

And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and
showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God,
Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a
jasper stone, as clear as crystal.
And the building work of its wall was jasper; …
The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every precious
stone: the first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third,
chalcedony; the fourth, emerald;
The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth,
beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the
twelfth, amethyst.

d.
2.

The Bible begins with a clay-man, continues with a stone-man, and consummates
in a stone-city; this is God’s economy.
Christ as a stone for God’s building is the One in whom we are saved; He is the
Stone-Savior—solid, strong, and reliable—Acts 4:10-12.
Acts 4:10

Acts 4:11
Acts 4:12

3.

Let it be known to you all and to all the people of Israel that in the name of
Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified and whom God has raised from
the dead, in this name this man stands before you in good health.
This is the stone which was considered as nothing by you, the builders, which
has become the head of the corner.
And there is salvation in no other, for neither is there another name under
heaven given among men in which we must be saved.

Both Christ and His believers are stones for God’s building—Matt. 21:42; John 1:42;
1 Pet. 2:4-5:
Matt 21:42

John 1:42
1 Pet 2:4
1 Pet 2:5

a.

Jesus said to them, Have you never read in the Scriptures, "The stone which
the builders rejected, this has become the head of the corner. This was from
the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes"?
He led him to Jesus. Looking at him, Jesus said, You are Simon, the son of
John; you shall be called Cephas (which is interpreted, Peter).
Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and
precious,
You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house
into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.

In Christ and through Christ we are becoming living stones to be built up as a
spiritual house—v. 5.
1 Pet 2:5

b.

You yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual
house into a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.

We are undergoing the process of transformation so that Christ, the living stone,
may be constituted into us to make us living stones for God’s house—Rom.
12:2; 2 Cor. 3:18.
Rom 12:2

2 Cor 3:18

And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the
renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that
which is good and well pleasing and perfect.
But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.
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B.

Iron signifies the authority of Christ—Psa. 2:9; Rev. 12:5; Matt. 28:18:
Psa 2:9
Rev 12:5
Matt 28:18

1.

You will break them with an iron rod; / You will shatter them like a potter's vessel.
And she brought forth a son, a man-child, who is to shepherd all the nations with an
iron rod; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.
And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth.

Spiritual authority is always in resurrection; therefore, in order to have authority we
must be in the resurrection life of Christ—Rom. 6:4-5:
Rom 6:4

Rom 6:5

a.

We have been buried therefore with Him through baptism into His death, in
order that just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.
For if we have grown together with Him in the likeness of His death, indeed we
will also be in the likeness of His resurrection,

If we walk in the resurrection life of Christ, we will have the right to claim His
authority—1 Cor. 5:3-5; 1 Tim. 1:20.
1 Cor 5:3

1 Cor 5:4
1 Cor 5:5
1 Tim 1:20

b.
c.

When we are stones living in Christ, we automatically share the authority of
Christ.
The authority of the church is absolutely in resurrection; the authority of the
church is where the saints know what it means to be crucified with Christ and to
live in resurrection—Matt. 18:18-20; Gal. 2:20.
Matt 18:18

Matt 18:19

Matt 18:20
Gal 2:20

2.

For I, on my part, though being absent in the body but present in the
spirit, have already judged, as if being present, him who has thus done
this,
In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you and my spirit have been
assembled, with the power of our Lord Jesus,
To deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, that his
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.
Of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have delivered to
Satan that they may be disciplined not to blaspheme.

Truly I say to you, Whatever you bind on the earth shall have been
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on the earth shall have been
loosed in heaven.
Again, truly I say to you that if two of you are in harmony on earth
concerning any matter for which they ask, it will be done for them from
My Father who is in the heavens.
For where there are two or three gathered into My name, there am I in
their midst.
I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ
who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

If we are able to exercise the authority of Christ, we will have safety and security—
Deut. 33:25.
Deut 33:25

Your doorbolts shall be iron and copper; / And as your days are, so shall your
strength be.

III. We need to experience Christ as a land from whose mountains we can mine
copper—8:9d; Ezek. 34:13; 37:22; 1 Sam. 17:5-6; Dan. 10:6d; Rev. 1:15a:
Deut 8:9d
Ezek 34:13

Ezek 37:22

1 Sam 17:5

… and from whose mountains you can mine copper.
And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries and bring
them into their own land, and I will feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the streams
and in all the inhabited places of the land.
And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel, and one king will
be king to all of them; and they will no longer be two nations, nor will they be divided into
two kingdoms anymore at all.
And there was a bronze helmet upon his head; and he was clothed with scaled armor, and
the weight of the armor was five thousand bronze shekels.
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1 Sam 17:6
Dan 10:6d
Rev 1:15a

A.

And he had bronze greaves upon his legs and a bronze javelin slung between his
shoulders.
… His arms and His feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of His words like
the sound of a multitude.
And His feet were like shining bronze, as having been fired in a furnace; …

In the Bible mountains signify resurrection and ascension—Matt. 28:16:
Matt 28:16

1.

And the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus directed them.

The mountains in the good land typify the resurrected and ascended Christ—Ezek.
34:13; 37:22.
Ezek 34:13

Ezek 37:22

2.

As the One who has resurrected and ascended on high, Christ is the high mountain—
Acts 2:32-33; Eph. 1:19-21; 4:8, 10.
Acts 2:32
Acts 2:33

Eph 1:19
Eph 1:20
Eph 1:21
Eph 4:8
Eph 4:10

3.

And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries
and bring them into their own land, and I will feed them upon the mountains of
Israel by the streams and in all the inhabited places of the land.
And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel, and
one king will be king to all of them; and they will no longer be two nations, nor
will they be divided into two kingdoms anymore at all.

This Jesus God has raised up, of which we all are witnesses.
Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received
the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, He has poured out this which
you both see and hear.
And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe,
according to the operation of the might of His strength,
Which He caused to operate in Christ in raising Him from the dead and seating
Him at His right hand in the heavenlies,
Far above all rule and authority and power and lordship and every name that is
named not only in this age but also in that which is to come;
Therefore the Scripture says, "Having ascended to the height, He led captive
those taken captive and gave gifts to men."
He who descended, He is also the One who ascended far above all the
heavens that He might fill all things.)

In the ascended Christ we may engage in spiritual warfare, for in Christ’s ascension
there are the peaks of reality (Amana), victory (Senir), and the destruction of the
enemy (Hermon)—2:6; 6:10-20; S. S. 4:8.
Eph 2:6
Eph 6:10
Eph 6:11
Eph 6:12

Eph 6:13
Eph 6:14
Eph 6:15
Eph 6:16
Eph 6:17
Eph 6:18
Eph 6:19
Eph 6:20

And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in the
heavenlies in Christ Jesus,
Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength.
Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the
stratagems of the devil,
For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenlies.
Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness
And having shod your feet with the firm foundation of the gospel of peace;
Besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith, with which you will be
able to quench all the flaming darts of the evil one.
And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is
the word of God,
By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching
unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints,
And for me, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to
make known in boldness the mystery of the gospel,
For which I am an ambassador in a chain, that in it I would speak boldly, as I
ought to speak.
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S. S. 4:8

B.
C.

Come with me from Lebanon, my bride; / With me from Lebanon come. / Look
from the top of Amana, / From the top of Senir and Hermon, / From the lions'
dens, / From the leopards' mountains.

Bronze and copper are words used interchangeably for the same materials in the Old
Testament.
Copper (bronze) signifies the judgment of Christ—Deut. 8:9d; Dan. 10:6d; Rev. 1:15a:
Deut 8:9d
Dan 10:6d

… and from whose mountains you can mine copper.
… His arms and His feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of His
words like the sound of a multitude.
And His feet were like shining bronze, as having been fired in a furnace; …

Rev 1:15a

1.

Christ’s gleam in His work and move is signified by His arms and His feet being like
the gleam of polished bronze—Dan. 10:6d:
Dan 10:6d

… His arms and His feet like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of
His words like the sound of a multitude.

a.
b.
2.

Bronze signifies God’s judgment, which makes people bright.
Christ was judged and tried by God, and God’s trial and judgment made Christ
bright like polished bronze.
The feet of Christ are like shining bronze, signifying that His perfect and bright walk
qualifies Him to exercise divine judgment—Rev. 1:15a.
Rev 1:15a

3.

And His feet were like shining bronze, as having been fired in a furnace; …

To apply Christ as the copper (bronze) is to realize that He is the perfect One, the
shining One, the One who has been tested and proved—Eph. 6:11:
Eph 6:11

a.

Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the
stratagems of the devil,

Christ, the tested and proved One, the perfect, bright, and shining One, is our
covering; the enemy can do nothing with Him—John 14:30.
John 14:30

b.

I will no longer speak much with you, for the ruler of the world is coming,
and in Me he has nothing;

We need to apply Christ as our covering—Eph. 6:13; cf. 1 Sam. 17:5-6:
Eph 6:13
1 Sam 17:5

1 Sam 17:6

1)

Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
And there was a bronze helmet upon his head; and he was clothed with
scaled armor, and the weight of the armor was five thousand bronze
shekels.
And he had bronze greaves upon his legs and a bronze javelin slung
between his shoulders.

The breastplate of righteousness covers our conscience and guards us from
Satan’s accusations; this breastplate is Christ as our righteousness—Eph.
6:14b; 1 Cor. 1:30.
Eph 6:14b
1 Cor 1:30

2)

… and having put on the breastplate of righteousness
But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us from
God: both righteousness and sanctification and redemption,

The helmet of salvation for covering our mind is the saving Christ we
experience in our daily life—Eph. 6:17a; 1 Thes. 5:8; John 16:33.
Eph 6:17a
1 Thes 5:8
John 16:33

And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, …
But since we are of the day, let us be sober, putting on the breastplate
of faith and love and a helmet, the hope of salvation.
These things I have spoken to you that in Me you may have peace.
In the world you have affliction, but take courage; I have overcome
the world.

IV. If we would experience Christ as stone, iron, and copper, we must have some
degree of spiritual maturity; wherever there is a matured life in Christians,
the building of God’s house will take place, and the battles of spiritual warfare
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will be fought—Heb. 5:14; 6:1; 1 Cor. 14:20; Eph. 4:13:
Heb 5:14
Heb 6:1
1 Cor 14:20
Eph 4:13

A.

But solid food is for the full-grown, who because of practice have their faculties exercised
for discriminating between both good and evil.
Therefore leaving the word of the beginning of Christ, let us be brought on to maturity, not
laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith in God,
Brothers, do not be children in your understanding, but in malice be babes and in your
understanding be full-grown.
Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the full knowledge of the Son of God, at
a full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,

Joshua 1:3 indicates that although God had given Israel the good land, Israel still needed to
take the land; they needed to cooperate with God by rising up to fulfill God’s commission
to possess the land.
Josh 1:3

B.

If we would possess Christ as the good land, we still need to fight the spiritual warfare by
faith in the Lord and in the principle of the Body; we also need to realize that we are not
the ones fighting, for God goes with us and fights for us—Deut. 1:30; 3:22; 20:3-4; 32:30;
Eph. 6:10-13.
Deut 1:30
Deut 3:22
Deut 20:3

Deut 20:4
Deut 32:30
Eph 6:10
Eph 6:11
Eph 6:12

Eph 6:13

C.

Every place on which the sole of your foot treads I have given to you, as I promised
Moses.

Jehovah your God, who goes before you, He will fight for you according to all that He
did for you in Egypt before your eyes,
Do not fear them, for it is Jehovah your God who is fighting for you.
And he shall say to them, Hear, O Israel! You are drawing near to the battle against
your enemies today. Do not let your heart fail; do not be afraid or alarmed or terrified
of them.
For it is Jehovah your God who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies,
to save you.
How shall one chase a thousand, / And two put ten thousand to flight, / Were it not
that their Rock sold them, / And Jehovah delivered them up?
Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength.
Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the stratagems
of the devil,
For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenlies.
Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Joshua led the children of Israel to enter the promised land and to take it, possess it, and
enjoy it—Josh. 1:6:
Josh 1:6

1.

Be strong and take courage, for you will cause this people to inherit the land which I
swore to their fathers to give to them.

Joshua was to be occupied with God’s word and let the word occupy him—v. 8.
Josh 1:8

2.

The response of Israel to Joshua implied their willingness, their readiness, and their
being in one accord not only with Joshua but also with Jehovah their God, as
expressed by their blessing Joshua in the name of their God—vv. 16-18.
Josh 1:16
Josh 1:17
Josh 1:18

3.

This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall muse upon
it day and night so that you may be certain to do according to all that is written
in it. For then you will make your way prosperous and then you will have
success.

And they answered Joshua, saying, All that you have commanded us we will
do, and wherever you send us we will go.
As in all things we listened to Moses, so we will listen to you. Only may
Jehovah your God be with you, as He was with Moses.
Any man who rebels against your command or does not listen to your words in
all that you command him, let him be put to death. Only be strong and take courage.

Israel had become a corporate Joshua, chosen, called, redeemed, saved, trained, prepared,
and qualified by God, ready to go on with God as one to take the land of Canaan.
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4.
D.

To gain the all-inclusive Christ, we need to be today’s Joshua, fighting the battle,
taking the land, and enjoying Christ as our inheritance.
The children of Israel were buried in the death of Christ, and then they were resurrected in
the resurrection of Christ—4:1-11; Rom. 6:3-6:
Josh 4:1
Josh 4:2
Josh 4:3

Josh 4:4
Josh 4:5

Josh 4:6
Josh 4:7

Josh 4:8

Josh 4:9

Josh 4:10

Josh 4:11
Rom 6:3
Rom 6:4

Rom 6:5
Rom 6:6

1.

And when all the nation had completely crossed over the Jordan, Jehovah spoke to
Joshua, saying,
Take for yourselves twelve men from among the people, one man from each tribe;
And command them, saying, Take up for yourselves from here out of the middle of
the Jordan, from the place where the priests' feet stood firm, twelve stones; and bring
them over with you, and lay them down in the place where you lodge tonight.
So Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from among the children of
Israel, one man from each tribe.
And Joshua said to them, Pass on before the Ark of Jehovah your God into the
middle of the Jordan, and every one of you lift up one stone upon his shoulder,
according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel,
That this may be a sign among you. When your children ask in time to come, saying,
What do these stones mean to you?
You shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the Ark of the
Covenant of Jehovah; when it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan
were cut off. Thus these stones will be for a memorial to the children of Israel forever.
And the children of Israel did as Joshua commanded and took up twelve stones from
the middle of the Jordan, as Jehovah told Joshua to do, according to the number of
the tribes of the children of Israel. And they brought them over with them to the place
where they were to lodge, and they laid them down there.
Then Joshua erected twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan, in the place where
the feet of the priests who carried the Ark of the Covenant had stood; and they are
there to this day.
And the priests who carried the Ark stood in the middle of the Jordan until everything
was completed that Jehovah had commanded Joshua to speak to the people,
according to all that Moses had commanded Joshua. And the people hurried and
crossed over.
And when all the people had completely crossed over, the Ark of Jehovah with the
priests crossed over before the people.
Or are you ignorant that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have
been baptized into His death?
We have been buried therefore with Him through baptism into His death, in order that
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we
might walk in newness of life.
For if we have grown together with Him in the likeness of His death, indeed we will
also be in the likeness of His resurrection,
Knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with Him in order that the body of
sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin as slaves;

In their old man they could not gain the victory; their old man had to be buried so that
they could become a new man—Josh. 4:9.
Josh 4:9

2.

We need to realize that our old man, our natural man, is not qualified to fight the
spiritual warfare for gaining the all-inclusive Christ—Rom. 6:6.
Rom 6:6

E.

Then Joshua erected twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan, in the place
where the feet of the priests who carried the Ark of the Covenant had stood;
and they are there to this day.

Knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with Him in order that the
body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin as slaves;

In order to possess the good land, we need to deal with the flesh, enjoy the Lord’s table,
enjoy the all-inclusive Christ as the produce of the good land, and see a vision of Christ as
our Captain—Josh. 5:2-15:
Josh 5:2
Josh 5:3

At that time Jehovah said to Joshua, Make knives of flint, and circumcise again the
children of Israel a second time.
And Joshua made knives of flint and circumcised the children of Israel at Gibeath-haaraloth.
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Josh 5:4

Josh 5:5

Josh 5:6

Josh 5:7

Josh 5:8
Josh 5:9
Josh 5:10
Josh 5:11
Josh 5:12

Josh 5:13

Josh 5:14

Josh 5:15

1.

And this is the reason Joshua circumcised them: All the people who came out of
Egypt who were males, all the men of war, died in the wilderness on the way, after
they had come out of Egypt.
Although all the people who came out were circumcised, all the people who were
born in the wilderness on the way, after the others had come out of Egypt, had not
been circumcised.
For the children of Israel went for forty years through the wilderness until all the
nation, the men of war who had come out of Egypt, were consumed, because they
did not listen to the voice of Jehovah, they to whom Jehovah swore that they would
not see the land that Jehovah had sworn to their fathers to give us, a land flowing
with milk and honey.
And their children, whom He had raised up in place of them, these Joshua
circumcised; for they were uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised them on
the way.
And when they had finished circumcising the whole nation, they remained in their
place at the camp until they recovered.
Then Jehovah said to Joshua, Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from
off you. So the name of that place has been called Gilgal to this day.
And the children of Israel camped in Gilgal; and they held the Passover on the
fourteenth day of the month in the evening on the plains of Jericho.
And on the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate of the produce of the
land, unleavened cakes and parched grain.
And the manna ceased on that day, when they ate of the produce of the land; and
there was no longer manna for the children of Israel, but they ate of the yield of the
land of Canaan that year.
Now once, when Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked; and
behold, there was a man standing opposite him, and His sword was drawn in His hand.
And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, Are You for us or for our adversaries?
And He said, Neither, but as the Captain of Jehovah's army have I now come. Then
Joshua fell to the ground upon his face and worshipped. And he said to Him, What
does my Lord speak to His servant?
And the Captain of Jehovah's army said to Joshua, Remove your sandals from your
feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy. And Joshua did so.

The circumcision at Gilgal signifies the application of the Lord’s death to our flesh—
vv. 2-9; Rom. 8:13; Gal. 5:24.
Josh 5:2
Josh 5:3
Josh 5:4

Josh 5:5

Josh 5:6

Josh 5:7

Josh 5:8
Josh 5:9
Rom 8:13

At that time Jehovah said to Joshua, Make knives of flint, and circumcise again
the children of Israel a second time.
And Joshua made knives of flint and circumcised the children of Israel at
Gibeath-haaraloth.
And this is the reason Joshua circumcised them: All the people who came out
of Egypt who were males, all the men of war, died in the wilderness on the
way, after they had come out of Egypt.
Although all the people who came out were circumcised, all the people who
were born in the wilderness on the way, after the others had come out of Egypt,
had not been circumcised.
For the children of Israel went for forty years through the wilderness until all the
nation, the men of war who had come out of Egypt, were consumed, because
they did not listen to the voice of Jehovah, they to whom Jehovah swore that
they would not see the land that Jehovah had sworn to their fathers to give us,
a land flowing with milk and honey.
And their children, whom He had raised up in place of them, these Joshua
circumcised; for they were uncircumcised, because they had not circumcised
them on the way.
And when they had finished circumcising the whole nation, they remained in
their place at the camp until they recovered.
Then Jehovah said to Joshua, Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt
from off you. So the name of that place has been called Gilgal to this day.
For if you live according to the flesh, you must die, but if by the Spirit you put to
death the practices of the body, you will live.
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Gal 5:24

2.

Israel’s keeping the Passover typifies the believers’ keeping of the Lord’s table to
remember the Lord as their Redeemer and Savior—Josh. 5:10; Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor.
5:7.
Josh 5:10
Matt 26:26
Matt 26:27
Matt 26:28
1 Cor 5:7

3.

Josh 5:12

And on the day after the Passover, on that very day, they ate of the produce of
the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain.
And the manna ceased on that day, when they ate of the produce of the land;
and there was no longer manna for the children of Israel, but they ate of the
yield of the land of Canaan that year.

Joshua saw a vision in which Christ was unveiled as the Captain of Jehovah’s army;
whereas Joshua was the visible captain, Christ was the invisible Captain of God’s
army—vv. 13-15.
Josh 5:13

Josh 5:14

Josh 5:15

F.

And the children of Israel camped in Gilgal; and they held the Passover on the
fourteenth day of the month in the evening on the plains of Jericho.
And as they were eating, Jesus took bread and blessed it, and He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said, Take, eat; this is My body.
And He took a cup and gave thanks, and He gave it to them, saying, Drink of it,
all of you,
For this is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins.
Purge out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, even as you are
unleavened; for our Passover, Christ, also has been sacrificed.

The produce of the good land typifies Christ as the consummated God-given food to
the believers, requiring their labor on Him—Josh. 5:11-12.
Josh 5:11

4.

But they who are of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
its lusts.

Now once, when Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked; and
behold, there was a man standing opposite him, and His sword was drawn in
His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, Are You for us or for our
adversaries?
And He said, Neither, but as the Captain of Jehovah's army have I now come.
Then Joshua fell to the ground upon his face and worshipped. And he said to
Him, What does my Lord speak to His servant?
And the Captain of Jehovah's army said to Joshua, Remove your sandals from
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy. And Joshua did so.

The victory of Israel over Jericho was won not by their fighting but by their blowing the
trumpets and exalting Christ by bearing the Ark, through their faith in God’s word of
instruction—6:1-27:
Josh 6:1
Josh 6:2
Josh 6:3
Josh 6:4

Josh 6:5

Josh 6:6

Josh 6:7
Josh 6:8

Now Jericho was shut up so tight because of the children of Israel that no one went
out and no one went in.
And Jehovah said to Joshua, See, I have given Jericho and its king and the mighty
men of valor into your hand.
And you shall circle the city, all the men of valor, going around the city one time. Thus
shall you do for six days.
And seven priests shall carry seven trumpets of rams' horns before the Ark. Then on
the seventh day you shall circle the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the
trumpets.
And when they give off the blast of the ram's horn and you hear the trumpet sound,
all the people shall shout with a great shout. And the wall of the city will fall down flat,
and the people shall go up, each straight ahead.
So Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, Take up the Ark of the
Covenant, and let seven priests carry seven trumpets of rams' horns before the Ark
of Jehovah.
And he said to the people, Pass on and circle the city, and let the armed men pass on
before the Ark of Jehovah.
Then when Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven
trumpets of rams' horns before Jehovah passed on and blew the trumpets; and the
Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah went after them.
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Josh 6:9
Josh 6:10

Josh 6:11
Josh 6:12
Josh 6:13

Josh 6:14
Josh 6:15
Josh 6:16
Josh 6:17

Josh 6:18

Josh 6:19
Josh 6:20

Josh 6:21
Josh 6:22

Josh 6:23

Josh 6:24
Josh 6:25

Josh 6:26

Josh 6:27

1.
2.

And the armed men went before the priests who blew the trumpets; and the
rearguard went after the Ark, the trumpets continually blowing.
And Joshua commanded the people, saying, You shall not shout, nor let your voice
be heard, nor let a word go forth from your mouth, until the day I say to you, Shout!
Then you shall shout.
So he had the Ark of Jehovah circle the city, going around it one time. And they came
into the camp and lodged in the camp.
And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the Ark of Jehovah.
And the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets of rams' horns went before the Ark
of Jehovah, continually blowing the trumpets; and the armed men went before them,
and the rearguard went after the Ark of Jehovah, the trumpets continually blowing.
And they circled the city on the second day one time and returned to the camp. This
they did for six days.
Then on the seventh day they rose early, at the break of dawn, and circled the city in
the same manner seven times. Only on that day did they circle the city seven times.
And at the seventh time the priests blew the trumpets, and Joshua said to the people,
Shout! For Jehovah has given you the city.
And the city shall be devoted to Jehovah for destruction, it and all that is in it. Only
Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all who are with her in her house, because she
hid the messengers we sent.
But as for you, keep yourselves from what has been devoted to destruction, lest you
devote yourselves to destruction by taking of what has been devoted and you make
the camp of Israel something devoted to destruction and bring trouble to it.
But all the silver and the gold and the vessels of bronze and iron, these are holy to
Jehovah; they shall come into the treasury of Jehovah.
So the people shouted and the trumpets were blown; and when the people heard the
trumpet sound, the people shouted with a great shout, and the wall fell down flat. And
the people went up into the city, each straight ahead, and they captured the city.
And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city with the edge of the sword: both
men and women, young and old, and oxen and sheep and donkeys.
And Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, Go to the house of the
harlot, and bring out from there the woman and all that belongs to her, as you swore
to her.
And the young men who had been spies went and brought out Rahab and her father
and her mother and her brothers and all that belonged to her; all her family they
brought out and set outside the camp of Israel.
And they burned the city with fire and all that was in it; but the silver and the gold and
the vessels of bronze and iron, they put in the treasury of the house of Jehovah.
And Joshua preserved Rahab the harlot and her father's house and all that belonged
to her, and she has dwelt within Israel to this day; for she hid the messengers whom
Joshua had sent to spy out Jericho.
Then at that time Joshua charged the people with an oath, saying, Cursed be the
man before Jehovah who rises up to rebuild this city Jericho! At the cost of his
firstborn son shall he lay its foundation, and at the cost of his youngest son shall he
set up its gates.
So Jehovah was with Joshua, and reports of him were in all the land.

In the spiritual warfare the first thing we should do is exalt Christ.
The silence of the people signifies being one with the Lord to carry out the matter in
the Lord’s way without the expression of any thought, opinion, or feeling—v. 10.
Josh 6:10

3.
4.

And Joshua commanded the people, saying, You shall not shout, nor let your
voice be heard, nor let a word go forth from your mouth, until the day I say to
you, Shout! Then you shall shout.

God did the fighting, and Israel simply shouted, proclaimed, and testified.
Israel marched around the city with the Ark, a type of Christ as the embodiment of
the Triune God, on the shoulders of the priests; the spiritual significance of this scene
is that it is a picture of the corporate God-man—God and man, man and God, walking
together as one person.
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G.

The children of Israel were defeated at Ai because they were not one with God but cared
only for themselves; the account of their defeat should teach us to be one with God in
whatever we do—7:1-5.
Josh 7:1

Josh 7:2

Josh 7:3

Josh 7:4
Josh 7:5

H.

The children of Israel were deceived by the Gibeonites because they were like a wife who
forgot her husband; what they did in Joshua 9 was exactly the same as what Eve did in
Genesis 3.
Josh 9
Gen 3

I.

But the children of Israel acted unfaithfully in that which was devoted to destruction,
for Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah,
took of that which was devoted to destruction; and the anger of Jehovah was kindled
against the children of Israel.
Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth-aven, east of Bethel; and
he spoke to them, saying, Go up and spy out the land. So the men went up and spied
out Ai.
And they returned to Joshua and said to him, Not all the people need go up; let about
two or three thousand men go up and strike Ai. Do not make all the people labor
there, for the enemies are few.
So about three thousand men from the people went up there, but they fled before the
men of Ai.
And the men of Ai struck some of them, about thirty-six men; and they pursued them
from before the gate unto Shebarim and struck them on the slope. And the heart of
the people melted and became like water.

be omitted.
be omitted.

The record in Joshua 22:10-34 about the building of another altar shows us that we must
avoid division and that to experience and enjoy the all-inclusive Christ we must be one
people, one Body, one universal church—1 Cor. 12:12-13.
Josh 22:10

Josh 22:11

Josh 22:12
Josh 22:13

Josh 22:14

Josh 22:15
Josh 22:16

Josh 22:17
Josh 22:18

Josh 22:19

Josh 22:20

And when they came into the region of the Jordan that is in the land of Canaan, the
children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh built an
altar there at the Jordan, an altar great in appearance.
And the children of Israel heard the report, which said, Now the children of Reuben
and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh have built an altar out in front
of the land of Canaan, in the region of the Jordan, on the side of the children of Israel.
And when the children of Israel heard this, all the assembly of the children of Israel
gathered together at Shiloh to go up in battle against them.
And the children of Israel sent Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest to the children
of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh in the land of
Gilead,
And with him ten leaders, one leader each to a fathers' house of all the tribes of
Israel; and they were each the head of their fathers' houses among the thousands of
Israel.
And they went to the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of
Manasseh in the land of Gilead and spoke to them, saying,
Thus says all the assembly of Jehovah, What is this trespass that you have
committed against the God of Israel in turning this day from following after Jehovah
by building yourselves an altar to rebel against Jehovah this day?
Was the iniquity of Peor too little for us, from which we have not cleansed ourselves
unto this day, though there was a plague upon the assembly of Jehovah,
That you have turned this day from following after Jehovah? And now, if you rebel
against Jehovah this day, tomorrow He will be angry with the whole assembly of
Israel.
But if the land of your possession is unclean, cross over into the land of the
possession of Jehovah, where Jehovah's tabernacle dwells, and take a possession in
the midst of us. But do not rebel against Jehovah, nor rebel against us, by building
yourselves an altar besides the altar of Jehovah our God.
Did not Achan the son of Zerah commit a trespass in the matter of the devoted thing?
But there was wrath upon the whole assembly of Israel, and that one man did not
perish alone for his iniquity.

54

Josh 22:21
Josh 22:22

Josh 22:23

Josh 22:24

Josh 22:25

Josh 22:26
Josh 22:27

Josh 22:28

Josh 22:29

Josh 22:30

Josh 22:31

Josh 22:32

Josh 22:33

Josh 22:34
1 Cor 12:12
1 Cor 12:13

J.

Then the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh
answered and said to the heads of the thousands of Israel,
The Mighty One, God Jehovah; the Mighty One, God Jehovah; He knows, and may
Israel itself know, whether it was in rebellion, or whether it was in trespass against
Jehovah-may You not save us today That we built an altar for ourselves to turn away from following after Jehovah; or if we
did so to offer burnt offerings and meal offerings upon it or to make sacrifices of
peace offerings upon it, may Jehovah Himself require it.
But truly we have done this for a reason and out of a concern that in the future your
children might speak to our children, saying, What have you to do with Jehovah the
God of Israel?
For Jehovah has made the Jordan a border between us and you, O children of
Reuben and children of Gad. You have no portion in Jehovah. Thus your children
would cause our children to cease fearing Jehovah.
Therefore we said, Let us now take action to build the altar, though not for burnt
offering or for sacrifice;
But it will be a witness between us and between you, and between our generations
after us, that we may do the service of Jehovah before Him with our burnt offerings
and our sacrifices and our peace offerings, and that your children may not say in the
future to our children, You have no portion in Jehovah.
And we said, When they say this to us and to our generations in the future, we will
say, Look at the copy of the altar of Jehovah that our fathers made, though not for
burnt offering or for sacrifice; but it is a witness between us and you.
Far be it from us that we would rebel against Jehovah and turn away today from
following after Jehovah by building an altar for burnt offering, for meal offering, or for
sacrifice, besides the altar of Jehovah our God, which is before His tabernacle!
And when Phinehas the priest and the leaders of the assembly and the heads of the
thousands of Israel who were with him heard the words that the children of Reuben
and the children of Gad and the children of Manasseh spoke, it seemed good in their
sight.
And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said to the children of Reuben and the
children of Gad and the children of Manasseh, Today we know that Jehovah is in the
midst of us, because you have not committed this trespass against Jehovah. Now
you have delivered the children of Israel out of the hand of Jehovah.
So Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest and the leaders returned from the children
of Reuben and the children of Gad, from the land of Gilead, to the land of Canaan, to
the children of Israel; and they brought back word to them.
And the matter seemed good in the sight of the children of Israel; and the children of
Israel blessed God and never spoke again of going up in battle against them to
destroy the land in which the children of Reuben and the children of Gad dwelt.
And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad named the altar; for, they said, it
is a witness between us that Jehovah is God.
For even as the body is one and has many members, yet all the members of the
body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ.
For also in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks,
whether slaves or free, and were all given to drink one Spirit.

We cannot enjoy Christ as the good land without the Body; we must be one with the Body
to fight for the land, to possess the land, and to share our portion of the land—Num. 32:132; Josh. 22:1-9.
Num 32:1

Num 32:2
Num 32:3
Num 32:4

Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great abundance of
livestock. And when they saw the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead, that the place
was indeed a place for livestock,
The children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spoke to Moses and to
Eleazar the priest and to the leaders of the assembly, saying,
Ataroth and Dibon and Jazer and Nimrah and Heshbon and Elealeh and Sebam and
Nebo and Beon,
The land which Jehovah struck before the assembly of Israel, is a land for livestock,
and your servants have livestock.
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Num 32:5
Num 32:6
Num 32:7
Num 32:8
Num 32:9
Num 32:10
Num 32:11

Num 32:12
Num 32:13

Num 32:14
Num 32:15
Num 32:16
Num 32:17

Num 32:18
Num 32:19
Num 32:20
Num 32:21
Num 32:22

Num 32:23
Num 32:24
Num 32:25
Num 32:26
Num 32:27
Num 32:28
Num 32:29

Num 32:30
Num 32:31
Num 32:32

And they said, If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to your
servants for a possession; do not make us cross over the Jordan.
And Moses said to the children of Gad and to the children of Reuben, Shall your
brothers go to war, while you stay here?
Now why would you discourage the heart of the children of Israel from crossing over
into the land which Jehovah has given them?
Your fathers did this when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land.
When they went up to the valley of Eshcol and saw the land, they discouraged the
heart of the children of Israel from going into the land which Jehovah had given them.
And Jehovah's anger was kindled in that day, and He swore, saying,
Surely none of the men who came up out of Egypt, from twenty years old and
upward, shall see the land which I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob,
because they have not fully followed Me;
Except Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite and Joshua the son of Nun,
because they have fully followed Jehovah.
And Jehovah's anger was kindled against Israel, and He made them wander in the
wilderness forty years, until the whole generation which had done evil in the sight of
Jehovah was consumed.
And now you have risen up in your fathers' place, a brood of sinful men, to further
increase the burning anger of Jehovah toward Israel.
For if you turn away from following Him, He will yet again leave them in the
wilderness; and you will destroy this entire people.
And they came near to him and said, We will build sheepfolds here for our livestock
and cities for our little ones;
But we ourselves will be armed and ready to go before the children of Israel until we
have brought them to their place, while our little ones dwell in the fortified cities
because of the inhabitants of the land.
We will not return to our houses until each one of the children of Israel has inherited
his inheritance.
For we will not inherit with them on the other side of the Jordan and further on,
because our inheritance has come to us on this side of the Jordan eastward.
And Moses said to them, If you will do this thing, if you will arm yourselves before
Jehovah for battle,
And all of your armed men will cross over the Jordan before Jehovah until He has
driven out His enemies from before Him,
And the land is subdued before Jehovah, then afterward you shall return and be free
of obligation toward Jehovah and toward Israel; and this land shall be yours for a
possession before Jehovah.
But if you will not do so, then you have sinned against Jehovah; and know that your
sin will find you out.
Build for yourselves cities for your little ones and folds for your sheep, and do what
has proceeded out of your mouth.
And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben spoke to Moses, saying, Your
servants will do as my lord commands.
Our little ones, our wives, our livestock, and all our cattle will be there in the cities of
Gilead;
But your servants will cross over, everyone who is armed for war before Jehovah for
battle, as my lord says.
So Moses gave command concerning them to Eleazar the priest and to Joshua the
son of Nun and to the heads of the fathers' houses of the tribes of the children of Israel.
And Moses said to them, If the children of Gad and the children of Reuben cross over
the Jordan with you, everyone who is armed for battle before Jehovah, and the land
is subdued before you, then you shall give them the land of Gilead as a possession.
But if they do not cross over armed with you, they shall have possessions among you
in the land of Canaan.
And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben answered, saying, As Jehovah
has said to your servants, so will we do.
We will cross over armed before Jehovah into the land of Canaan, and the
possession of our inheritance will remain with us beyond the Jordan.
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Josh 22:1
Josh 22:2

Josh 22:3
Josh 22:4

Josh 22:5

Josh 22:6
Josh 22:7

Josh 22:8

Josh 22:9

K.

Then Joshua called the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh.
And he said to them, You have kept all that Moses the servant of Jehovah
commanded you, and you have listened to my voice in all that I have commanded
you.
You have not forsaken your brothers these many days unto this day, but have kept
the charge of the commandment of Jehovah your God.
And now Jehovah your God has given your brothers rest as He promised them. And
now turn and go to your tents, to the land of your possession, which Moses the
servant of Jehovah gave you across the Jordan.
However be very careful to perform the commandment and the law which Moses the
servant of Jehovah commanded you, to love Jehovah your God and to walk in all His
ways and to keep His commandments and to cling to Him and to serve Him with all
your heart and with all your soul.
And Joshua blessed them and sent them away; and they went to their tents.
Now to the one half-tribe of Manasseh Moses had given an inheritance in Bashan,
and to the other half of it Joshua gave an inheritance with their brothers across the
Jordan on the west. Furthermore, when Joshua sent them away to their tents and
blessed them,
He spoke to them, saying, Return with many riches to your tents and with very many
cattle, with silver and with gold and with bronze and with iron and with very much
clothing; divide the spoil of your enemies with your brothers.
So the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh
went; and they departed from among the children of Israel out of Shiloh, which was in
the land of Canaan, to go to the land of Gilead, to the land of their possession, which
they had taken possession of according to the commandment of Jehovah through
Moses.

“We all need to know what the recovery is, where the recovery is, and what kind of persons
can take the recovery on. We all need to see that in the Lord’s recovery today we are on a
battlefield. We should be today’s Joshua and Caleb, fighting against Satan’s aerial forces so
that we can gain more of Christ for the building up of the Body of Christ, setting up and
spreading the kingdom of God so that Christ can come back to inherit the earth. It is not
adequate for us simply to be spiritual and holy. We need to learn of Joshua and Caleb to
represent God’s interest in this age to fight down the enemies that Christ can be gained by
people and that Christ can be increased by His pursuers” (Life-study of Joshua, p. 61).

Study Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Explain the significance of the order of the riches of the good land, progressing from the
waters to the minerals.
Show the revelation in the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments, concerning the stone.
Explain the significance of iron as an item of the riches in the good land.
Explain the significance of mountains in the Bible. What do mountains have to do with our
fighting the spiritual warfare?
Explain the significance of bronze (or copper) in our fighting the spiritual warfare.
After the children of Israel crossed the Jordan, what were the four matters still needed for
their further preparation before the attack?
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Message Five
Becoming Qualified to Inherit the Promised Land
RS Hymns: 602

Scripture Reading: Deut. 1:8, 21; 4:1-2, 5-9, 20, 40; 8:6; 10:12-21
Deut 1:8
Deut 1:21
Deut 4:1

Deut 4:2
Deut 4:5
Deut 4:6
Deut 4:7
Deut 4:8
Deut 4:9

Deut 4:20
Deut 4:40

Deut 8:6
Deut 10:12

Deut 10:13
Deut 10:14
Deut 10:15
Deut 10:16
Deut 10:17
Deut 10:18
Deut 10:19
Deut 10:20
Deut 10:21

I.

See, I have set the land before you; go in and possess the land which Jehovah swore to give to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to them and to their seed after them.
See, Jehovah your God has set the land before you; go up, possess it, as Jehovah the God of
your fathers has spoken to you. Do not fear, neither be dismayed.
And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the ordinances which I am teaching you to do, in
order that you may live and go in and possess the land which Jehovah, the God of your fathers, is
giving you.
You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor shall you take away from it, that
you may keep the commandments of Jehovah your God, which I am commanding you.
See, I have taught you statutes and ordinances, as Jehovah my God commanded me, so that you
would do them within the land which you are going in to possess.
Keep and do them therefore; for this will be your wisdom and prudence in the sight of the peoples
who hear all these statutes and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and prudent people.
For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as Jehovah our God is whenever we
call upon Him?
And what great nation is there that has statutes and ordinances so righteous as all this law which
I am setting before you today?
But be careful and guard your soul diligently, so that you do not forget the things which your eyes
have seen and they do not depart from your heart all the days of your life; rather, make them
known to your children and to your grandchildren.
But Jehovah has taken you and brought you forth from the iron furnace, from Egypt, that you
would be to Him a people for His inheritance, as you are this day.
Therefore keep His statutes and His commandments, which I am commanding you today, that it
may go well with you and with your children after you, so that you may extend your days upon the
land which Jehovah your God is giving you forever.
Therefore keep the commandments of Jehovah your God, walking in His ways and fearing Him.
And now, O Israel, what does Jehovah your God ask of you except that you fear Jehovah your
God so that you would walk in all His ways and love Him and serve Jehovah your God with all
your heart and with all your soul;
So that you would keep the commandments of Jehovah and His statutes, which I am
commanding you today, for your good.
Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to Jehovah your God, the earth and all that is
in it.
But on your fathers Jehovah set His affection to love them and to choose their seed after them,
that is, you above all the peoples, as it is this day.
Circumcise then the foreskin of your heart, and do not be stiff-necked any longer;
For it is Jehovah your God who is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great God, mighty
and awesome, who does not regard persons and does not take bribes;
He executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and He loves the sojourner, giving him food
and clothing.
Therefore love the sojourner, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.
You shall fear Jehovah your God; Him shall you serve and to Him shall you hold fast and by His
name shall you swear.
He is your praise and He is your God, who has done these great and awesome things for you,
which your eyes have seen.

The book of Deuteronomy speaks of the kind of person who is qualified to
inherit the promised land as the good land—1:8, 21:
Deut 1:8

Deut 1:21

See, I have set the land before you; go in and possess the land which Jehovah swore to
give to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to them and to their seed after
them.
See, Jehovah your God has set the land before you; go up, possess it, as Jehovah the God
of your fathers has spoken to you. Do not fear, neither be dismayed.
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A.

God’s people need to match what God is—4:20, 40; 10:12-21:
Deut 4:20
Deut 4:40

Deut 10:12

Deut 10:13
Deut 10:14
Deut 10:15
Deut 10:16
Deut 10:17
Deut 10:18
Deut 10:19
Deut 10:20
Deut 10:21

1.

But Jehovah has taken you and brought you forth from the iron furnace, from Egypt,
that you would be to Him a people for His inheritance, as you are this day.
Therefore keep His statutes and His commandments, which I am commanding you
today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, so that you may
extend your days upon the land which Jehovah your God is giving you forever.
And now, O Israel, what does Jehovah your God ask of you except that you fear
Jehovah your God so that you would walk in all His ways and love Him and serve
Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul;
So that you would keep the commandments of Jehovah and His statutes, which I am
commanding you today, for your good.
Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to Jehovah your God, the earth
and all that is in it.
But on your fathers Jehovah set His affection to love them and to choose their seed
after them, that is, you above all the peoples, as it is this day.
Circumcise then the foreskin of your heart, and do not be stiff-necked any longer;
For it is Jehovah your God who is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great
God, mighty and awesome, who does not regard persons and does not take bribes;
He executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and He loves the sojourner, giving
him food and clothing.
Therefore love the sojourner, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.
You shall fear Jehovah your God; Him shall you serve and to Him shall you hold fast
and by His name shall you swear.
He is your praise and He is your God, who has done these great and awesome
things for you, which your eyes have seen.

The inheritors need to match the Giver of the inheritance so that He would be with
them both in their living and in their fighting—1:8, 21; 4:1-2, 5-9.
Deut 1:8

Deut 1:21

Deut 4:1

Deut 4:2

Deut 4:5

Deut 4:6

Deut 4:7
Deut 4:8
Deut 4:9

2.

See, I have set the land before you; go in and possess the land which Jehovah
swore to give to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to them and
to their seed after them.
See, Jehovah your God has set the land before you; go up, possess it, as
Jehovah the God of your fathers has spoken to you. Do not fear, neither be
dismayed.
And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the ordinances which I am
teaching you to do, in order that you may live and go in and possess the land
which Jehovah, the God of your fathers, is giving you.
You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor shall you take
away from it, that you may keep the commandments of Jehovah your God,
which I am commanding you.
See, I have taught you statutes and ordinances, as Jehovah my God
commanded me, so that you would do them within the land which you are
going in to possess.
Keep and do them therefore; for this will be your wisdom and prudence in the
sight of the peoples who hear all these statutes and say, Surely this great
nation is a wise and prudent people.
For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as Jehovah our God
is whenever we call upon Him?
And what great nation is there that has statutes and ordinances so righteous as
all this law which I am setting before you today?
But be careful and guard your soul diligently, so that you do not forget the
things which your eyes have seen and they do not depart from your heart all
the days of your life; rather, make them known to your children and to your
grandchildren.

In order to match the Giver of the inheritance, we need to be holy as He is holy—Lev.
11:44; 19:2; 20:7; 1 Pet. 1:16.
Lev 11:44

For I am Jehovah your God. Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I
am holy. And you shall not defile yourselves with any of the swarming things
that move upon the earth.
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Lev 19:2
Lev 20:7
1 Pet 1:16

B.

Those who are qualified to inherit the good land know God’s heart and God’s government,
love God, trust in God, fear God, subject themselves to God’s ruling, mind the tender feelings
of God, and live in the presence of God—Deut. 10:12; 6:5; 2 Cor. 10:13; Luke 6:36; Phil. 1:8.
Deut 10:12

Deut 6:5
2 Cor 10:13
Luke 6:36
Phil 1:8

C.

Speak to all the assembly of the children of Israel, and say to them, You shall
be holy, for I, Jehovah your God, am holy.
Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be holy; for I am Jehovah your God.
Because it is written, "You shall be holy because I am holy."

And now, O Israel, what does Jehovah your God ask of you except that you fear
Jehovah your God so that you would walk in all His ways and love Him and serve
Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul;
And you shall love Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might.
But we will not boast beyond our measure but according to the measure of the rule
which the God of measure has apportioned to us, to reach even as far as you.
Be full of compassion, even as your Father also is full of compassion.
For God is my witness how I long after you all in the inward parts of Christ Jesus.

Christ is the One who supplies us, sustains us, and makes us those who love God, trust in
God, fear God, subject ourselves to God’s ruling, mind the tender feelings of God, and live
in God’s presence—Matt. 8:9; Luke 7:13; John 6:57; 14:6; 1 John 3:2.
Matt 8:9

Luke 7:13
John 6:57
John 14:6
1 John 3:2

For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one,
Go, and he goes; and to another, Come, and he comes; and to my slave, Do this,
and he does it.
And when the Lord saw her, He was moved with compassion for her and said to her,
Do not weep.
As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me,
he also shall live because of Me.
Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; no one comes to the
Father except through Me.
Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not yet been manifested what we will
be. We know that if He is manifested, we will be like Him because we will see Him
even as He is.

II. In His economy God has planned that we should do everything God requires
of us—Matt. 5:18; 7:21; 12:50:
Matt 5:18
Matt 7:21
Matt 12:50

A.

For truly I say to you, Until heaven and earth pass away, one iota or one serif shall by no
means pass away from the law until all come to pass.
Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, will enter into the kingdom of the heavens, but he
who does the will of My Father who is in the heavens.
For whoever does the will of My Father who is in the heavens, he is My brother and sister
and mother.

It is impossible for us to do anything for God by ourselves; we need another life—the
divine life, the life of God—19:26; John 3:15; 1 John 5:13.
Matt 19:26
John 3:15
1 John 5:13

B.

God wants us to do all of this not by ourselves but in Christ, by Christ, with Christ, through
Christ, and by being one with Christ—John 6:57; 14:19; Phil. 4:13.
John 6:57
John 14:19
Phil 4:13

C.

And looking upon them, Jesus said to them, With men this is impossible, but with
God all things are possible.
That everyone who believes into Him may have eternal life.
I have written these things to you that you may know that you have eternal life, to you
who believe into the name of the Son of God.

As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me,
he also shall live because of Me.
Yet a little while and the world beholds Me no longer, but you behold Me; because I
live, you also shall live.
I am able to do all things in Him who empowers me.

This means that we need to have a spiritual union, an organic union, with Christ—John
15:4-5; Rom. 12:5:
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John 15:4
John 15:5
Rom 12:5

1.

Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in
the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.
I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears
much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.
So we who are many are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.

In order that we may enter into such a union with Christ, God wants us not only to
believe in Christ but also to believe into Christ—John 3:15-16, 18.
John 3:15
John 3:16
John 3:18

2.

To believe into Christ is to have an organic union with Christ, becoming one spirit
with Him—1 Cor. 6:17.

3.

In this union we are joined to Christ, we are one with Him, and we are in Him—John
15:4-5.

1 Cor 6:17

John 15:4
John 15:5

Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it
abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.
I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he
bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

Now as those who are one with Him and in Him, we need to do all that God requires
by Christ and through Christ—Phil. 4:13.

5.

No longer should we live by ourselves and do things by ourselves, but we should live
by Christ and do everything by Christ—John 6:57; 14:19.
John 6:57
John 14:19

I am able to do all things in Him who empowers me.

As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who
eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.
Yet a little while and the world beholds Me no longer, but you behold Me;
because I live, you also shall live.

The crucial matter we need to realize is that God wants us to live, act, behave, work, and
have our being in Christ, by Christ, with Christ, through Christ, and in oneness with
Christ—Gal. 2:20; John 15:4-5, 7.
Gal 2:20

John 15:4
John 15:5
John 15:7

E.

But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.

4.

Phil 4:13

D.

That everyone who believes into Him may have eternal life.
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that everyone
who believes into Him would not perish, but would have eternal life.
He who believes into Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe has
been condemned already, because he has not believed into the name of the
only begotten Son of God.

I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself up for me.
Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in
the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.
I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears
much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.
If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall be
done for you.

In fulfilling God’s requirements, we should not have any trust in ourselves; rather, we
should learn to take God’s desire as our desire and take Him as our life and life supply—
Eph. 4:20-21; John 11:25; 6:57.
Eph 4:20
Eph 4:21
John 11:25
John 6:57

But you did not so learn Christ,
If indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him as the reality is in Jesus,
Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if
he should die, shall live;
As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me,
he also shall live because of Me.

III. Moses charged the people of Israel to love God—Deut. 6:5; 10:12:
Deut 6:5

And you shall love Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your might.
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Deut 10:12

A.

And now, O Israel, what does Jehovah your God ask of you except that you fear Jehovah
your God so that you would walk in all His ways and love Him and serve Jehovah your God
with all your heart and with all your soul;

The word love implies affection, which is something very tender—v. 12:
Deut 10:12

1.

And now, O Israel, what does Jehovah your God ask of you except that you fear
Jehovah your God so that you would walk in all His ways and love Him and serve
Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul;

God Himself has set an example of loving by setting His affection on His people—v.
15.
Deut 10:15

B.

2.
We should love God by setting our affection on Him.
The love of God in 1 John 2:5 denotes our love toward God, which is generated by His love
within us; God first loved us in that He infused us with His love and generated within us
the love with which we love Him and the brothers—4:19-21.
1 John 2:5
1 John 4:19
1 John 4:20
1 John 4:21

C.

But whoever keeps His word, truly in this one the love of God has been perfected. In
this we know that we are in Him.
We love because He first loved us.
If anyone says, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not
love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.
And this commandment we have from Him, that he who loves God love his brother
also.

In Deuteronomy 10:12 Moses spoke of loving God with all our heart and all our soul, and
in 6:5 he commanded us to love God with all our heart, soul, and might (our physical
strength); we love the Lord our God with all our being, that is, from our heart, through our
soul, our mind, to our body—Mark 12:30.
Deut 10:12

Deut 6:5
Mark 12:30

D.

But on your fathers Jehovah set His affection to love them and to choose their
seed after them, that is, you above all the peoples, as it is this day.

And now, O Israel, what does Jehovah your God ask of you except that you fear
Jehovah your God so that you would walk in all His ways and love Him and serve
Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul;
And you shall love Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might.
And you shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart and from your whole soul
and from your whole mind and from your whole strength."

To love God (1 Cor. 2:9) means to set our entire being—spirit, soul, and body, with the
heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30)—absolutely on Him, that is, to let our entire
being be occupied by Him and lost in Him, so that He becomes everything to us and we are
one with Him practically in our daily life.
1 Cor 2:9

Mark 12:30

But as it is written, "Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard and which
have not come up in man's heart; things which God has prepared for those who love
Him."
And you shall love the Lord your God from your whole heart and from your whole soul
and from your whole mind and from your whole strength."

IV. Moses commanded the people of Israel to fear God—Deut. 14:23; 31:13:
Deut 14:23

Deut 31:13

A.

And you shall eat before Jehovah your God, in the place where He will choose to cause His
name to dwell, the tithe of your grain, of your new wine, and of your fresh oil and the
firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear Jehovah your God always.
And that their children, who have not known these things, may hear and learn to fear
Jehovah your God all the days that you live upon the land into which you are crossing over
the Jordan to possess.

We all should fear God; we must have a proper fear of God—Prov. 1:7; 9:10; 1 Pet. 1:17;
2:17; 3:2, 16; 2 Cor. 7:1:
Prov 1:7
Prov 9:10

The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of knowledge; / Fools despise wisdom and
instruction.
The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom, / And the knowledge of the Holy One
is understanding.
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1 Pet 1:17
1 Pet 2:17
1 Pet 3:2
1 Pet 3:16

2 Cor 7:1

1.

And if you call as Father the One who without respect of persons judges according to
each one's work, pass the time of your sojourning in fear,
Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.
Seeing with their own eyes your pure manner of life in fear.
Yet with meekness and fear, having a good conscience, so that in the matter in which
you are spoken against, those who revile your good manner of life in Christ may be
put to shame.
Therefore since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
defilement of flesh and of spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

This is a holy fear, that is, a healthy, serious caution that leads us to behave holily—
Phil. 2:12.
Phil 2:12

2.

We should fear God and want to be separated, sanctified, unto Him as a holy
people—Eph. 1:4; 5:27; Col. 1:22; 1 Thes. 5:23; 1 Pet. 1:16.
Eph 1:4
Eph 5:27
Col 1:22
1 Thes 5:23

1 Pet 1:16

3.

Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and
without blemish before Him in love,
That He might present the church to Himself glorious, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such things, but that she would be holy and without blemish.
He now has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you
holy and without blemish and without reproach before Him;
And the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly, and may your spirit and soul
and body be preserved complete, without blame, at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Because it is written, "You shall be holy because I am holy."

To fear God is to submit to His authority—Matt. 28:18.
Matt 28:18

4.

So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence
only but now much rather in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling;

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, All authority has been given to Me
in heaven and on earth.

Because God is severe toward those who are rebellious, we need to fear Him—Num.
12:1-12; 16:1-35.
Num 12:1
Num 12:2
Num 12:3
Num 12:4
Num 12:5
Num 12:6
Num 12:7
Num 12:8

Num 12:9
Num 12:10

Num 12:11
Num 12:12
Num 16:1

And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman
whom he had married (for he had married a Cushite woman).
And they said, Has Jehovah indeed spoken only through Moses? Has He not
also spoken through us? And Jehovah heard it.
Now the man Moses was very meek, more than anyone else who was on the
face of the earth.
And suddenly Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron and to Miriam, You three
come out to the Tent of Meeting. So the three of them came out.
Then Jehovah came down in a pillar of cloud and stood at the entrance of the
tent, and called Aaron and Miriam. And when they had both come forward,
He said, Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, / I, Jehovah, will
make Myself known to him in a vision; / I will speak with him in a dream.
My servant Moses is not so; / He is faithful in all My house.
With him I speak face to face, even openly, and not in riddles; / And he beholds
the form of Jehovah. Why then were you not afraid to speak against My
servant, against Moses?
And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against them, and He departed.
And when the cloud had departed from over the tent; there Miriam was,
leprous, as white as snow. And Aaron turned toward Miriam, and there she
was, leprous.
And Aaron said to Moses, Oh, my lord, please do not lay this sin upon us that
we have so foolishly committed.
Please do not let her be like one dead, whose flesh is half consumed when he
comes out of his mother's womb.
Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan
and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, the sons of Reuben,
took men
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Num 16:2
Num 16:3

Num 16:4
Num 16:5

Num 16:6
Num 16:7

Num 16:8
Num 16:9

Num 16:10
Num 16:11
Num 16:12
Num 16:13
Num 16:14

Num 16:15

Num 16:16
Num 16:17

Num 16:18
Num 16:19
Num 16:20
Num 16:21
Num 16:22
Num 16:23
Num 16:24
Num 16:25
Num 16:26

Num 16:27

Num 16:28

And rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred fifty
leaders of the assembly, who were summoned to the meeting, well-known men.
And they assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron,
and said to them, You take too much upon yourselves, for all the assembly are
holy, every one of them, and Jehovah is among them. Why then do you exalt
yourselves above the congregation of Jehovah?
And when Moses heard this, he fell on his face.
And he spoke to Korah and to all his company, saying, In the morning Jehovah
will make known who is His and who is holy, and will bring him near to Himself;
even the one whom He will choose He will bring near to Himself.
Do this: Take censers for yourselves, Korah and all your company,
And put fire in them, and put incense on them before Jehovah tomorrow; and
the man whom Jehovah chooses, he shall be holy. It is you who take too much
upon yourselves, O sons of Levi!
And Moses said to Korah, Hear now, O sons of Levi:
Is it a small thing for you that the God of Israel has separated you from the
assembly of Israel to bring you near to Himself to do the service of the
tabernacle of Jehovah and to stand before the assembly to minister to them?
Or that He has brought you near, and all your brothers the sons of Levi with
you? And do you seek the priesthood also?
Therefore you and all your company are gathered together against Jehovah;
but Aaron, what is he that you murmur against him?
Then Moses sent word to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab; but they
said, We will not come up!
Is it not enough that you have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and
honey to have us die in the wilderness, but must you also lord it over us?
Indeed, you have not brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey, nor
have you given us an inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you put out the
eyes of these men? We will not come up!
Then Moses became very angry and said to Jehovah, Do not regard their
offering. I have not taken a single donkey from them, nor have I done harm to
any of them.
And Moses said to Korah, You and all your company be present before
Jehovah, both you and they along with Aaron, tomorrow.
And let each of you take his censer and put incense on them, and each of you
present his censer before Jehovah, two hundred fifty censers; you also and
Aaron shall each present his censer.
So each took his censer and put fire in them and laid incense on them, and
they stood at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting with Moses and Aaron.
Thus Korah gathered the whole assembly against them at the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting, and the glory of Jehovah appeared to the whole assembly.
Then Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,
Separate yourselves from among this assembly, so that I may consume them
in a moment.
But they fell on their faces and said, O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh,
will one man sin and You be angry with the whole assembly?
Then Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,
Speak to the assembly, saying, Get away from around the dwellings of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram.
Then Moses rose up and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel
followed him.
And he spoke to the assembly, saying, Depart now from the tents of these
wicked men, and touch nothing which belongs to them, or you will be swept
away with all their sins.
So they got away from around the dwellings of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, and
Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood at the entrance of their tents, with
their wives and their children and their little ones.
And Moses said, By this you shall know that Jehovah has sent me to do all
these works, for it is not of myself.
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Num 16:29
Num 16:30

Num 16:31
Num 16:32
Num 16:33
Num 16:34
Num 16:35

B.

The lack of fearing God is terrible; it is the source of all kinds of lawlessness—1 John 3:4,
footnote 2.
1 John 3:4
Note 2

C.

If these people die as all human beings die, or if what befalls all human beings
befalls them, then Jehovah has not sent me.
But if Jehovah brings about a new thing, and the ground opens its mouth and
swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they descend alive into
Sheol, then you will understand that these men have despised Jehovah.
And as soon as he finished speaking all these words, the ground that was
under them was split open.
So the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, along with their
households and everyone who belonged to Korah and all their possessions.
So they and all that belonged to them descended alive into Sheol; and the
earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the congregation.
And all Israel who were around them fled at their outcry, for they said, The
earth may swallow us up too!
And fire came forth from Jehovah and consumed the two hundred fifty men
who presented the incense.

2

Everyone who practices sin practices lawlessness also, and sin is lawlessness.
I.e., having no law, being without law. This does not denote being without the Mosaic
law (cf. Rom. 5:13), because sin was already in the world before the Mosaic law was
given. To be without law here denotes being without, or not under, the principle of
God’s ruling over man. To practice lawlessness is to live a life outside of and not
under the principle of God’s ruling over man. Hence, lawlessness is sin, or, reciprocally,
sin is lawlessness.

“It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb. 10:31), and “our God is
also a consuming fire” (12:29):
1.
The living God whom we serve is not mocked—Gal. 6:7.
Gal 6:7

2.
3.

Do not be deceived: God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will
also reap.

The history of the church proves that a Christian who does not fear God will not have
a good ending; such a Christian will have a miserable ending.
If a believer is God-fearing, sooner or later he will be manifested by God; such was
the case with Joseph, who was a God-fearing man and was enthroned—Gen. 41:3844.
Gen 41:38
Gen 41:39
Gen 41:40
Gen 41:41
Gen 41:42

Gen 41:43
Gen 41:44

And Pharaoh said to his servants, Can we find such a man like this, in whom
the Spirit of God is?
And Pharaoh said to Joseph, Since God let you know all this, there is no one
as discerning and wise as you.
You shall be over my household, and according to your word all my people
shall be ruled; only in the throne will I be greater than you.
Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.
And Pharaoh took off his signet ring from his hand and put it upon Joseph's
hand, and clothed him in garments of fine linen, and put a gold chain around
his neck.
And he made him ride in the chariot of his second-in-command, and they cried
out before him, Bow the knee! And he set him over all the land of Egypt.
And Pharaoh said to Joseph, I am Pharaoh, yet without your consent no man
will lift up his hand or his foot in all the land of Egypt.

V. The children of Israel were not only to keep God’s commandments but also to
walk in His ways—Deut. 8:6; 10:12-21:
Deut 8:6
Deut 10:12

Deut 10:13

Therefore keep the commandments of Jehovah your God, walking in His ways and fearing Him.
And now, O Israel, what does Jehovah your God ask of you except that you fear Jehovah
your God so that you would walk in all His ways and love Him and serve Jehovah your God
with all your heart and with all your soul;
So that you would keep the commandments of Jehovah and His statutes, which I am
commanding you today, for your good.
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Deut 10:14
Deut 10:15
Deut 10:16
Deut 10:17
Deut 10:18
Deut 10:19
Deut 10:20
Deut 10:21

A.

Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to Jehovah your God, the earth and all
that is in it.
But on your fathers Jehovah set His affection to love them and to choose their seed after
them, that is, you above all the peoples, as it is this day.
Circumcise then the foreskin of your heart, and do not be stiff-necked any longer;
For it is Jehovah your God who is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great God,
mighty and awesome, who does not regard persons and does not take bribes;
He executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and He loves the sojourner, giving him
food and clothing.
Therefore love the sojourner, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.
You shall fear Jehovah your God; Him shall you serve and to Him shall you hold fast and by
His name shall you swear.
He is your praise and He is your God, who has done these great and awesome things for
you, which your eyes have seen.

When we fear God, we will walk in God’s ways—8:6; Exo. 33:13:
Deut 8:6
Exo 33:13

Therefore keep the commandments of Jehovah your God, walking in His ways and
fearing Him.
Now therefore if I have found favor in Your sight, please let me know now Your ways,
that I may know You, so that I may continue to find favor in Your sight. Consider also
that this nation is Your people.

1.

God’s ways are actually what God is—Psa. 103:7.

2.

Whatever God is, is a way to us; for instance, God is love, and love is a way in which
we walk—Rom. 8:4; Gal. 5:25; 1 John 4:8, 16.

Psa 103:7

Rom 8:4
Gal 5:25
1 John 4:8
1 John 4:16

3.

Rom 11:22

Titus 3:4
Titus 3:5
Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21a

Or do you despise the riches of His kindness and forbearance and longsuffering, not knowing that God's kindness is leading you to repentance?
Behold then the kindness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but
on you, the kindness of God, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you
also will be cut off.
But when the kindness and the love to man of our Savior God appeared,
Not out of works in righteousness which we did but according to His mercy He
saved us, through the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to
shame, but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in
my body, whether through life or through death.
For to me, to live is Christ …

We need to learn God’s ways—what God is and how He acts and behaves—Exo.
33:13.
Exo 33:13

B.

That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not
walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.
If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.
He who does not love has not known God, because God is love.
And we know and have believed the love which God has in us. God is love,
and he who abides in love abides in God and God abides in him.

To walk in God’s ways, therefore, is to live God, express God, manifest God, and
magnify God—Rom. 2:4; 11:22; Titus 3:4-5; Phil. 1:20-21a.
Rom 2:4

4.

He made His ways known to Moses; / His acts, to the children of Israel.

Now therefore if I have found favor in Your sight, please let me know now Your
ways, that I may know You, so that I may continue to find favor in Your sight.
Consider also that this nation is Your people.

The God who is our way is Christ; to take Christ as our way is to live Him in what He is,
and to live Him is to express Him, to manifest Him, and even to magnify Him—John 14:6;
Phil. 1:20-21a.
John 14:6
Phil 1:20

Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; no one comes to the
Father except through Me.
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame,
but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether through life or through death.
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Phil 1:21a

C.

Rev 22:1
Rev 22:2

D.

For to me, to live is Christ …

In the New Jerusalem the river of water of life proceeding out of the throne of God and of
the Lamb and flowing in the midst of the street indicates that God is both our life and our
way—Rev. 22:1-2.
And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of the
throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.
And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing twelve
fruits, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations.

We take God as our life, and His life with His nature then becomes the way on which we
walk—1 John 5:13; 2 Pet. 1:4.
1 John 5:13
2 Pet 1:4

I have written these things to you that you may know that you have eternal life, to you
who believe into the name of the Son of God.
Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that
through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption which is in the world by lust.

VI. The children of Israel went forth in battle to fight against their enemies; today
we also are in a war—Deut. 20:1-20:
Deut 20:1

Deut 20:2
Deut 20:3
Deut 20:4
Deut 20:5

Deut 20:6
Deut 20:7

Deut 20:8

Deut 20:9
Deut 20:10
Deut 20:11
Deut 20:12
Deut 20:13
Deut 20:14

Deut 20:15
Deut 20:16
Deut 20:17
Deut 20:18

When you go forth into battle against your enemies, and you see horse and chariot, a
people more numerous than you, you shall not fear them; for Jehovah your God is with you,
He who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.
And when you draw near to the battle, the priest shall approach and speak to the people,
And he shall say to them, Hear, O Israel! You are drawing near to the battle against your
enemies today. Do not let your heart fail; do not be afraid or alarmed or terrified of them.
For it is Jehovah your God who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies, to save
you.
And the officers shall speak to the people, saying, Is there any man who has built a new
house and has not dedicated it? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle
and another man dedicate it.
Is there any man who has planted a vineyard and has not partaken of it? Let him go and
return to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man partake of it.
Is there any man who has gotten engaged to a woman and has not taken her to himself?
Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man take her to
himself.
And the officers shall speak further to the people and say, Is there any man who is afraid
and whose heart fails? Let him go and return to his house, so that the heart of his brothers
does not melt like his heart.
And when the officers have finished speaking to the people, they shall appoint commanders
of the armies at the head of the people.
When you draw near to a city to fight against it, you shall proclaim peace to it.
And if it responds with peace to you and opens its gates to you, all the people found within
it shall become your forced labor; and they shall serve you.
But if it does not make peace with you, but rather engages in battle with you, you shall
besiege it.
And when Jehovah your God delivers it into your hand, you shall slay every male in it with
the edge of the sword.
But the women and the little ones and the beasts and all that is in the city, that is, all its
spoil, you shall take as your plunder; and you shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, which
Jehovah your God has given you.
Thus shall you do to all the cities that are very far from you, which are not among the cities
of these nations.
But of the cities of these peoples which Jehovah your God is giving you as an inheritance,
you shall not allow anything that breathes to live;
But you must utterly destroy them: the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the
Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, just as Jehovah your God has commanded you,
So that they do not teach you to do according to all their abominations which they do for
their gods and you sin against Jehovah your God.
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Deut 20:19

When you besiege a city for many days, battling against it to capture it, you shall not
destroy its trees by putting an axe to them; for you may eat of them, and you shall not cut
them down. For is the tree of the field a man, that it should be besieged by you?
However, a tree that you know is not a tree for food, you shall destroy and cut down, so that
you may build a siegework against the city, which engages you in battle, until it falls.

Deut 20:20

A.
B.

In this war we are fighting for Christ and to remain in Christ.
If we would possess Christ and live in Christ as our land, we need to fight against the
spiritual enemies—Col. 1:12; Eph. 3:8; 6:10-18.
Col 1:12
Eph 3:8
Eph 6:10
Eph 6:11
Eph 6:12

Eph 6:13
Eph 6:14
Eph 6:15
Eph 6:16
Eph 6:17
Eph 6:18

C.

As we are fighting, we need to realize that we are fighting for what God has given us; once
the enemies have been defeated, the land will be cleared for our inheritance—Col. 1:12.
Col 1:12

D.

Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted portion
of the saints in the light;
To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel
Finally, be empowered in the Lord and in the might of His strength.
Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the stratagems
of the devil,
For our wrestling is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenlies.
Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having girded your loins with truth and having put on the breastplate
of righteousness
And having shod your feet with the firm foundation of the gospel of peace;
Besides all these, having taken up the shield of faith, with which you will be able to
quench all the flaming darts of the evil one.
And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the
word of God,
By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching unto
this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints,

Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted portion
of the saints in the light;

Actually, we are not the ones fighting, for God goes with us and fights for us—Deut. 20:34:
Deut 20:3

Deut 20:4

1.

2.

And he shall say to them, Hear, O Israel! You are drawing near to the battle against
your enemies today. Do not let your heart fail; do not be afraid or alarmed or terrified
of them.
For it is Jehovah your God who goes with you to fight for you against your enemies,
to save you.

It is our duty to fight, but we cannot fulfill this duty by ourselves; we can fulfill our
duty to fight only by faith in the Lord, that is, only by the Lord Himself as our life
and life supply.
We need to believe that the Lord has ordained us to fight and that He will fight for
us—vv. 1-4.
Deut 20:1

Deut 20:2
Deut 20:3

Deut 20:4

3.

When you go forth into battle against your enemies, and you see horse and
chariot, a people more numerous than you, you shall not fear them; for
Jehovah your God is with you, He who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.
And when you draw near to the battle, the priest shall approach and speak to
the people,
And he shall say to them, Hear, O Israel! You are drawing near to the battle
against your enemies today. Do not let your heart fail; do not be afraid or
alarmed or terrified of them.
For it is Jehovah your God who goes with you to fight for you against your
enemies, to save you.

We should simply take His word and obey Him, knowing that the outcome depends
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on Him—1:30.
Deut 1:30

Jehovah your God, who goes before you, He will fight for you according to all
that He did for you in Egypt before your eyes,

VII. If we thoroughly study all these matters, we will know God better and also
know what kind of person we should be, what kind of being we should have,
and in what kind of way we should walk—4:20, 40:
Deut 4:20
Deut 4:40

A.

But Jehovah has taken you and brought you forth from the iron furnace, from Egypt, that
you would be to Him a people for His inheritance, as you are this day.
Therefore keep His statutes and His commandments, which I am commanding you today,
that it may go well with you and with your children after you, so that you may extend your
days upon the land which Jehovah your God is giving you forever.

We should walk before God and with God according to what God is—8:6.
Deut 8:6

B.

Because we have God’s life, we should learn of Him to be the same as He is; in order to do
all the things that God requires, we need the divine life, the life that works with God for
His people—John 3:15; 1 John 5:11-13; 2 Pet. 1:4; Matt. 5:48.
John 3:15
1 John 5:11
1 John 5:12
1 John 5:13
2 Pet 1:4

Matt 5:48

C.

Therefore keep the commandments of Jehovah your God, walking in His ways and
fearing Him.

That everyone who believes into Him may have eternal life.
And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and this life is in His Son.
He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not
have the life.
I have written these things to you that you may know that you have eternal life, to you
who believe into the name of the Son of God.
Through which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great promises that
through these you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption which is in the world by lust.
You therefore shall be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.

We can fulfill all of the Lord’s requirements only by the divine life, the eternal life, which
is the Triune God embodied in Christ (John 14:6; 1 John 5:11), who is realized as the lifegiving Spirit—John 14:16-20; 1 Cor. 15:45b.
John 14:6

Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; no one comes to the
Father except through Me.
1 John 5:11 And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and this life is in His Son.
John 14:16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Comforter, that He may be
with you forever,
John 14:17 Even the Spirit of reality, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold
Him or know Him; but you know Him, because He abides with you and shall be in
you.
John 14:18 I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you.
John 14:19 Yet a little while and the world beholds Me no longer, but you behold Me; because I
live, you also shall live.
John 14:20 In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.
1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.

Study Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

Explain the central thought in Message 5 and the important matters related to it.
What does it mean to love God?
Why must we learn to fear God, and why is it terrible not to fear Him?
What must we be and what must we do in order to walk in God’s ways?
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Message Six
Life in the Land and the Issue of the Land—
the Church as the Temple, the Dwelling Place of God,
and as the City, the Kingdom of God
EM Hymns: 864

Scripture Reading: Deut. 12:11; 14:22-23; 16:15-17; 1 Cor. 14:26; Eph. 3:8, 18;
1:22-23; 2:21-22; 2 Cor. 2:10; Exo. 33:14; Psa. 27:4; 46:4-5
Deut 12:11

Deut 14:22
Deut 14:23

Deut 16:15

Deut 16:16

Deut 16:17
1 Cor 14:26
Eph 3:8
Eph 3:18
Eph 1:22
Eph 1:23
Eph 2:21
Eph 2:22
2 Cor 2:10
Exo 33:14
Psa 27:4
Psa 46:4
Psa 46:5

I.

Then to the place where Jehovah your God will choose to cause His name to dwell, there you
shall bring all that I am commanding you, your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and
the heave offering of your hand and all your choice vows which you vow to Jehovah.
You must give a tenth of all the produce of your seed, which the field brings forth, year by year.
And you shall eat before Jehovah your God, in the place where He will choose to cause His name
to dwell, the tithe of your grain, of your new wine, and of your fresh oil and the firstborn of your
herd and flock, that you may learn to fear Jehovah your God always.
You shall keep the feast to Jehovah your God for seven days in the place which Jehovah will
choose, for Jehovah your God will bless you in all your produce and in all your undertakings;
therefore you shall be nothing but joyful.
Three times a year all your males shall appear before Jehovah your God in the place which He
will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast of
Tabernacles. And they shall not appear before Jehovah empty-handed;
Each man shall give as he is able to give, according to the blessing of Jehovah your God, which
He has given you.
What then, brothers? Whenever you come together, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a
revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.
To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel
May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length and height
and depth are
And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church,
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.
In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord;
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.
But whom you forgive anything, I also forgive; for also what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven
anything, it is for your sake in the person of Christ;
And He said, My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.
One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house of Jehovah / All
the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to inquire in His temple.
There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, / The holy place of the tabernacles of the
Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she will not be moved; / God helps her at the dawn of the morning.

We need to see how to live a life in the eyes of God that will enable us to enjoy
the all-inclusive Christ typified by the good land—Col. 1:12; 2:6-7a.
Col 1:12
Col 2:6
Col 2:7a

Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted portion of the
saints in the light;
As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in Him,
Having been rooted and being built up in Him, …

II. We need to live a life of laboring upon Christ, a life of enjoying Christ
personally so that we may enjoy Him together collectively for the building up
of the Body of Christ as the temple, the house, of the living God—1 Cor. 3:16;
1 Tim. 3:15:
1 Cor 3:16
1 Tim 3:15

Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.
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A.

God’s will is for us to enjoy Christ—Heb. 10:5-10; 1 Cor. 1:9.
Heb 10:5
Heb 10:6
Heb 10:7
Heb 10:8
Heb 10:9
Heb 10:10
1 Cor 1:9

B.

We must seek to enjoy Christ and experience Him in every situation—Phil. 3:7-14.
Phil 3:7
Phil 3:8

Phil 3:9

Phil 3:10
Phil 3:11
Phil 3:12
Phil 3:13
Phil 3:14

C.

Therefore, coming into the world, He says, "Sacrifice and offering You did not desire,
but a body You have prepared for Me.
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You did not delight.
Then I said, Behold, I have come (in the roll of the book it is written concerning Me) to
do Your will, O God."
Saying above, "Sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You
did not desire nor delight in" (which are offered according to the law),
He then has said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will." He takes away the first that
He may establish the second,
By which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ
once for all.
God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.
But what things were gains to me, these I have counted as loss on account of Christ.
But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of
all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ
And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law, but
that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God and based
on faith,
To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His death,
If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I may
lay hold of that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus.
Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting
the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before,
I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me
upward.

Whenever we come to the meetings to worship the Lord, we should not come with our
hands empty; we must come with our hands full of the produce of Christ—Deut. 16:15-17:
Deut 16:15

Deut 16:16

Deut 16:17

1.

You shall keep the feast to Jehovah your God for seven days in the place which
Jehovah will choose, for Jehovah your God will bless you in all your produce and in
all your undertakings; therefore you shall be nothing but joyful.
Three times a year all your males shall appear before Jehovah your God in the place
which He will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and
at the Feast of Tabernacles. And they shall not appear before Jehovah emptyhanded;
Each man shall give as he is able to give, according to the blessing of Jehovah your
God, which He has given you.

We must produce enough of Him so that there will be a surplus remaining for the
poor and the needy, for the priests and the Levites, and with the best for the Lord
Himself—15:11; 18:3-4; 12:11.
Deut 15:11

Deut 18:3

Deut 18:4
Deut 12:11

For the needy will not cease being in the land; therefore I am commanding you,
saying, You must open your hand to your brother, to the poor one with you and
to the needy one with you in your land.
And this shall be the priests' rightful due from the people, from those who offer
a sacrifice, whether an ox or a sheep: They shall give the priest the shoulder,
the two cheeks, and the stomach.
You shall give him the firstfruits of your grain, of your new wine, and of your
fresh oil, and the first shearing of your sheep;
Then to the place where Jehovah your God will choose to cause His name to
dwell, there you shall bring all that I am commanding you, your burnt offerings
and your sacrifices, your tithes and the heave offering of your hand and all your
choice vows which you vow to Jehovah.
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2.

To worship God with Christ is to worship Him collectively with all the children of
God by enjoying Christ with one another and with God—1 Cor. 14:26.
1 Cor 14:26

What then, brothers? Whenever you come together, each one has a psalm,
has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all
things be done for building up.

III. If we want to be overcomers, we need to labor on Christ as our good land, to
gain Christ as our enjoyment:
A.

Every morning we must consecrate ourselves sincerely to the Lord for the simple purpose
of enjoying and experiencing Him—cf. Phil. 3:13-14.
Phil 3:13
Phil 3:14

B.

Every day we need to spend time to be with the Lord privately and secretly to have intimate
fellowship with Him—Matt. 14:22-23; 6:6; Exo. 33:11a.
Matt 14:22
Matt 14:23
Matt 6:6
Exo 33:11a

C.

Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do: Forgetting
the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before,
I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called me upward.

And immediately He compelled the disciples to step into the boat and to go before
Him to the other side, while He sent the crowds away.
And after He sent the crowds away, He went up to the mountain privately to pray.
And when night fell, He was there alone.
But you, when you pray, enter into your private room, and shut your door and pray to
your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will repay you.
And Jehovah would speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his
companion. …

We need to enjoy the Lord in the Word every day early in the morning to have a new start
of each day—Psa. 119:147-148.
Psa 119:147 I anticipated the dawn and cried out; / I hoped in Your words.
Psa 119:148 My eyes anticipated the night watches, / That I might muse upon Your word.

D.

We need to deal with sins thoroughly so that there is nothing between us and the Lord—1
John 1:7, 9; cf. Ezek. 1:22, 26.
1 John 1:7
1 John 1:9
Ezek 1:22
Ezek 1:26

E.

We need to maintain our fellowship with the Lord moment by moment, living a life of
prayer—2 Cor. 13:14; Phil. 4:6-7; Lam. 3:55-56; cf. Matt. 11:25-26.
2 Cor 13:14
Phil 4:6
Phil 4:7
Lam 3:55
Lam 3:56
Matt 11:25

Matt 11:26

F.

But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from every sin.
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
And over the heads of the living creature there was the likeness of an expanse, like
the sight of awesome crystal, stretched forth over their heads above.
And above the expanse that was over their heads was the likeness of a throne, like
the appearance of a sapphire stone; and upon the likeness of the throne was One in
appearance like a man, above it.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God;
And the peace of God, which surpasses every man's understanding, will guard your
hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.
I called upon Your name, O Jehovah, / From the lowest pit.
You have heard my voice; do not hide / Your ear at my breathing, at my cry.
At that time Jesus answered and said, I extol You, Father, Lord of heaven and of
earth, because You have hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have
revealed them to infants.
Yes, Father, for thus it has been well-pleasing in Your sight.

We need to redeem our time and spend our energy to be saturated and soaked with God’s
holy Word—2 Tim. 3:16-17; Col. 3:16.
2 Tim 3:16

All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness,
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2 Tim 3:17
Col 3:16

G.

That the man of God may be complete, fully equipped for every good work.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts
to God.

We should redeem the time to be filled in spirit by rejoicing always, praying unceasingly,
and giving thanks in everything—Eph. 5:18; 1 Thes. 5:16-19.
Eph 5:18
1 Thes 5:16
1 Thes 5:17
1 Thes 5:18
1 Thes 5:19

And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissoluteness, but be filled in spirit,
Always rejoice,
Unceasingly pray,
In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
Do not quench the Spirit;

IV. We meet together to have an exhibition of the Christ upon whom we have
labored, the Christ whom we have enjoyed and experienced—Deut. 14:22-23:
Deut 14:22
Deut 14:23

A.
B.

You must give a tenth of all the produce of your seed, which the field brings forth, year by year.
And you shall eat before Jehovah your God, in the place where He will choose to cause His
name to dwell, the tithe of your grain, of your new wine, and of your fresh oil and the
firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear Jehovah your God always.

The true worship of God by His people is when everyone is full of Christ, radiant with
Christ, and exhibiting the Christ upon whom they have labored.
We should always have something to speak in all the meetings as a freewill offering to God
and to the attendants—1 Cor. 14:26:
1 Cor 14:26

1.

What then, brothers? Whenever you come together, each one has a psalm, has a
teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done
for building up.

Before coming to the meeting, we should prepare ourselves for the meeting with
something of the Lord, either through our experience of Him or through our
enjoyment of His word and our fellowship with Him in prayer—cf. Rev. 1:20.
Rev 1:20

2.

The mystery of the seven stars which you saw upon My right hand and the
seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the messengers of the seven
churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

After coming into the meeting, we need not wait, and should not wait, for inspiration;
we should exercise our spirit and use our trained mind to function in presenting what
we have prepared to the Lord for His glory and satisfaction and to the attendants for
their benefit—their enlightenment, nourishment, and building up—1 Cor. 14:31-32.
1 Cor 14:31
1 Cor 14:32

For you can all prophesy one by one that all may learn and all may be
encouraged.
And the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets;

V. Day by day and hour by hour we need to enjoy the marvelous, wonderful,
immeasurable, unlimited, and all-inclusive riches of Christ as the good land—
Eph. 3:8:
Eph 3:8

A.

To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel

In 2 Corinthians the good land flowing with milk and honey is Christ Himself as the
embodiment of the processed Triune God, given to us as the divine grace for our
enjoyment—1 Cor. 5:7; 10:3-4; 2:14-15; 3:1; cf. 2 Cor. 1:12; 12:9; 13:14:
1 Cor 5:7
1 Cor 10:3
1 Cor 10:4
1 Cor 2:14

Purge out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, even as you are unleavened;
for our Passover, Christ, also has been sacrificed.
And all ate the same spiritual food,
And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which followed
them, and the rock was Christ.
But a soulish man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness to him and he is not able to know them because they are discerned
spiritually.
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1 Cor 2:15
1 Cor 3:1
2 Cor 1:12

2 Cor 12:9

2 Cor 13:14

1.

But the spiritual man discerns all things, but he himself is discerned by no one.
And I, brothers, was not able to speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to fleshy, as
to infants in Christ.
For our boasting is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in singleness and
sincerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we have conducted
ourselves in the world, and more abundantly toward you.
And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected in
weakness. Most gladly therefore I will rather boast in my weaknesses that the power
of Christ might tabernacle over me.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

In order to experience the riches of Christ as the good land, we must be dominated,
governed, directed, moved, and led by our spirit—2:13.
2 Cor 2:13

2.

I had no rest in my spirit, for I did not find Titus my brother; but taking leave of
them, I went forth into Macedonia.

In order to experience the riches of Christ as the good land, we must live in the
person, the presence, the face, of Christ—v. 10; 4:6-7; 3:16-18; 12:2a:
2 Cor 2:10
2 Cor 4:6

2 Cor 4:7
2 Cor 3:16
2 Cor 3:17
2 Cor 3:18

2 Cor 12:2a

But whom you forgive anything, I also forgive; for also what I have forgiven, if I
have forgiven anything, it is for your sake in the person of Christ;
Because the God who said, Out of darkness light shall shine, is the One who
shined in our hearts to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God in the face
of Jesus Christ.
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the excellency of the power
may be of God and not out of us.
But whenever their heart turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even
as from the Lord Spirit.
I know a man in Christ, …

a.

In order to possess Christ as the all-inclusive land, we must be governed by His
person, His presence—Exo. 33:14.

b.

Because Paul lived in the person of Christ, he experienced Christ as
changelessness (2 Cor. 1:17-20), as meekness and gentleness (10:1), as
truthfulness (11:10), as power (12:10; 13:4), as grace (v. 14), and as the One
speaking in him (v. 3; cf. 2:17).

Exo 33:14

2 Cor 1:17

2 Cor 1:18
2 Cor 1:19

2 Cor 1:20
2 Cor 10:1

2 Cor 11:10
2 Cor 12:10

2 Cor 13:4

And He said, My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.

This therefore intending, did I then use fickleness? Or the things which I
purpose, do I purpose according to the flesh, so that with me there
should be Yes, yes and No, no?
But as God is faithful, our word toward you is not yes and no.
For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you through
us, through me and Silvanus and Timothy, did not become yes and no,
but our word has become yes in Him.
For as many promises of God as there are, in Him is the Yes; therefore
also through Him is the Amen to God, for glory through us to God.
But I myself, Paul, entreat you through the meekness and gentleness of
Christ, who (as you say) in person am base among you, but while absent
am bold toward you,
The truthfulness of Christ is in me, that this boasting shall not be stopped
as it regards me in the regions of Achaia.
Therefore I am well pleased in weaknesses, in insults, in necessities, in
persecutions and distresses, on behalf of Christ; for when I am weak,
then I am powerful.
For indeed He was crucified out of weakness, but He lives by the power
of God. For indeed we are weak in Him, but we will live together with Him
by the power of God directed toward you.
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2 Cor 13:14
2 Cor 13:3
2 Cor 2:17

3.

We receive Christ as grace, the reality of the good land, through the breaking and
constituting work of the Holy Spirit, whereby our inner being is rebuilt with the
Divine Trinity—12:7-10; 13:14.
2 Cor 12:7

2 Cor 12:8
2 Cor 12:9

2 Cor 12:10

2 Cor 13:14

B.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Since you seek a proof of the Christ who is speaking in me, who is not
weak unto you but is powerful in you.
For we are not like the many, adulterating the word of God for profit; but
as out of sincerity, but as out of God, before God we speak in Christ.

And because of the transcendence of the revelations, in order that I might not
be exceedingly lifted up, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan, that he might buffet me, in order that I might not be
exceedingly lifted up.
Concerning this I entreated the Lord three times that it might depart from me.
And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected
in weakness. Most gladly therefore I will rather boast in my weaknesses that
the power of Christ might tabernacle over me.
Therefore I am well pleased in weaknesses, in insults, in necessities, in
persecutions and distresses, on behalf of Christ; for when I am weak, then I am
powerful.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

At the stage of our experience in which we are enjoying Christ as the all-inclusive land,
Christ is unlimitedly great to us; He is a good and spacious land, whose dimensions are the
breadth, the length, the height, and the depth—Exo. 3:8; Eph. 3:18:
Exo 3:8

Eph 3:18

1.

And I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring
them up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and
honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the
Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites.
May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length
and height and depth are

Christ’s dimensions are the dimensions of the universe—cf. Col. 1:16-17.
Col 1:16

Col 1:17

2.
3.

Because in Him all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth, the
visible and the invisible, whether thrones or lordships or rulers or authorities; all
things have been created through Him and unto Him.
And He is before all things, and all things cohere in Him;

To apprehend the dimensions of Christ, we need all the saints.
Our experience of Christ must become three-dimensional, like a cube:
a.
In our experience of Christ we must go back and forth and up and down so that
eventually our experience of Him may be a solid “cube”; when our experience
is like this, we cannot fall or be broken.
b.
Both in the tabernacle and in the temple, the Holy of Holies was a cube of ten
and twenty cubits respectively—Exo. 26:2-8; 1 Kings 6:20.
Exo 26:2

Exo 26:3
Exo 26:4

Exo 26:5

Exo 26:6

The length of each curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the width of
each curtain, four cubits; all the curtains shall have the same
measurement.
Five curtains shall be joined to one another; and the other five curtains
shall be joined to one another.
And you shall make loops of blue strands on the edge of the one curtain
at the end in the set; and likewise you shall make them in the edge of the
outermost curtain in the second set.
You shall make fifty loops on the one curtain, and you shall make fifty
loops on the edge of the curtain that is in the second set; the loops shall
be opposite one another.
And you shall make fifty clasps of gold, and join the curtains to one
another with the clasps, so that the tabernacle may become one.
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Exo 26:7

And you shall make curtains of goats' hair for a tent over the tabernacle;
eleven curtains you shall make in all.
Exo 26:8
The length of each curtain shall be thirty cubits, and the width of each
curtain, four cubits; the eleven curtains shall have the same measurement.
1 Kings 6:20 And the interior of the innermost sanctuary was twenty cubits long and
twenty cubits wide and twenty cubits high; and he overlaid it with pure
gold, and he overlaid the cedar altar.

c.
d.

Christ is the universal cube, and the church life today is also a cube.
Eventually, the entire New Jerusalem will be the Holy of Holies as an eternal
cube, twelve thousand stadia in three dimensions—Rev. 21:16.
Rev 21:16

And the city lies square, and its length is as great as the breadth. And he
measured the city with the reed to a length of twelve thousand stadia; the
length and the breadth and the height of it are equal.

VI. The issue of our enjoyment of the all-inclusive riches of Christ as the good
land is the church as the temple, the dwelling place of God, and as the city, the
kingdom of God—Eph. 2:21-22:
Eph 2:21
Eph 2:22

A.

In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord;
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

The land with its temple and city is the center of God’s plan:
1.
The land is Christ Himself, and the temple and the city are the fullness of Christ, the
church, which is His Body—1:22-23; 2:21-22.
Eph 1:22
Eph 1:23
Eph 2:21
Eph 2:22

2.

The temple is for the expression of God, and the city is for the dominion of God; this
fulfills God’s eternal purpose—Gen. 1:26.
Gen 1:26

B.

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven
and over the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth.

When we enjoy Christ personally in our daily life for our collective enjoyment of Him in
our meeting life, God is among us, and we are His dwelling place and His kingdom:
1.
When we enjoy Christ to such an extent, the church meeting will be filled with God,
and all its activities will convey and transmit God to people that they may be infused
with God—1 Cor. 14:25.
1 Cor 14:25

2.

The secrets of his heart become manifest; and so falling on his face, he will
worship God, declaring that indeed God is among you.

When we enjoy Christ to such an extent, we will submit to one another, and the
authority of Christ will be among us—Eph. 5:18, 21; 1 Pet. 5:5.
Eph 5:18
Eph 5:21
1 Pet 5:5

C.

And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all
things to the church,
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.
In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in
the Lord;
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissoluteness, but be filled in spirit,
Being subject to one another in the fear of Christ:
In like manner, younger men, be subject to elders; and all of you gird
yourselves with humility toward one another, because God resists the proud
but gives grace to the humble.

The main aspects of God’s house, His dwelling place for His expression, speak of God’s
presence (God’s house signifies Christ, the church, the New Jerusalem, and our spirit):
1.
God’s house is the place of God’s presence, which is God’s glory (Psa. 26:8; 29:9),
God’s beauty (27:4, 8), and God’s riches (36:8-9).
Psa 26:8

O Jehovah, I love the habitation of Your house, / And the place where Your
glory abides.
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Psa 29:9
Psa 27:4

Psa 27:8
Psa 36:8
Psa 36:9

2.

God’s house is the place of revelation and God’s answer—73:16-17; 3:4; 18:6.
Psa 73:16
Psa 73:17
Psa 3:4
Psa 18:6

3.

Psa 31:20

Psa 84:3

For He will conceal me in His shelter / In the day of trouble; / He will hide me in
the hiding place of His tent; / He will raise me up upon a rock.
You hide them in the hiding place of Your presence / Apart from the
conspiracies of men; / You lay them away secretly in a shelter / Apart from the
contention of tongues.
At Your two altars even the sparrow has found a home; / And the swallow, a
nest for herself, / Where she may lay her young, / O Jehovah of hosts, my King
and my God.

God’s house is the place where we may be planted, flourish, and bear fruit—92:1314.
Psa 92:13
Psa 92:14

Planted in the house of Jehovah, / They will flourish in the courts of our God.
They will still bring forth fruit in old age; / They will be full of sap and green;

5.

God’s house is the place of springs—87:7.

6.

God’s house is the place where we are strengthened—68:35; 96:6.

Psa 87:7
Psa 68:35
Psa 96:6

7.
8.

Then singing as well as dancing, they will say, / All my springs are in you.
You are awesome, O God, from Your sanctuaries. / The God of Israel, He
gives strength and power to the people. / Blessed be God!
Majesty and splendor are before Him; / Strength and beauty are in His
sanctuary.

God’s house is the place where we are mingled with God—92:10.
Psa 92:10

But You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; / I am anointed with fresh
oil.

God’s house is the place where God is our portion—73:26.
Psa 73:26

D.

When I considered this in order to understand it, / It was a troublesome task in
my sight,
Until I went into the sanctuary of God; / Then I perceived their end.
With my voice I call out to Jehovah, / And He answers me from His holy
mountain. Selah.
In my distress I called upon Jehovah / And cried out to my God. / He heard my
voice from His temple, / And my cry before Him came to His ears.

God’s house is our hiding place—27:5; cf. 31:20; 84:3.
Psa 27:5

4.

The voice of Jehovah causes the hinds to calve / And strips the forests bare; /
And in His temple all say, Glory!
One thing I have asked from Jehovah; / That do I seek: / To dwell in the house
of Jehovah / All the days of my life, / To behold the beauty of Jehovah, / And to
inquire in His temple.
When You say, Seek My face, / To You my heart says, Your face, O Jehovah,
will I seek.
They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, / And You cause them to
drink of the river of Your pleasures.
For with You is the fountain of life; / In Your light we see light.

My flesh and my heart fail, / But God is the rock of my heart and my portion
forever.

The main aspects of God’s city, His kingdom for His dominion, speak of God’s authority:
1.
God’s city is a strong city, the city of the great King—31:21; 48:2.
Psa 31:21
Psa 48:2

2.

There is a river with gladdening streams in God’s city—46:4-5.
Psa 46:4
Psa 46:5

3.

Blessed be Jehovah, / For He displayed His lovingkindness wondrously / To
me in a fortified city.
Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of
the north, / The city of the great King.
There is a river whose streams gladden the city of God, / The holy place of the
tabernacles of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she will not be moved; / God helps her at the dawn
of the morning.

God is known in her and is a high retreat in her—48:3.
Psa 48:3

God has made Himself known / In her palaces as a high retreat.
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4.

She is a terror to the enemy—vv. 3-6; 76:2-3.
Psa 48:3
Psa 48:4
Psa 48:5
Psa 48:6
Psa 76:2
Psa 76:3

5.

She is the perfection of beauty—50:2.

6.

She is the goal of God’s good pleasure—51:18.

Psa 50:2
Psa 51:18

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, / God shines forth.
Do good in Your good pleasure unto Zion; / Build the walls of Jerusalem.

7.

The thrones of judgment are set in God’s city—122:5.

8.

The Lord blesses others out of her and is blessed out of her—134:3; 135:21.

Psa 122:5
Psa 134:3
Psa 135:21

E.

God has made Himself known / In her palaces as a high retreat.
For, behold, the kings have assembled themselves; / They passed by together.
They saw; therefore they were astounded. / They were dismayed; they hurried
off in alarm.
Trembling seized them there; / Writhing, like that of a woman in labor;
And in Salem is His tabernacle, / And His dwelling place, in Zion.
There He broke the flashing arrows of the bow, / The shield and the sword and
the battle. Selah.

For there thrones are set for judgment, / Thrones of the house of David.
May Jehovah, who made heaven and earth, / Bless you from Zion.
Blessed be Jehovah from Zion, / Who dwells in Jerusalem. / Hallelujah.

The ultimate issue of our enjoyment of Christ as the land is the divine-human incorporation
of the processed Triune God with His regenerated, transformed, and glorified tripartite
people as the eternal dwelling place and kingdom of God—Rev. 21:3, 22; 22:5.
Rev 21:3

Rev 21:22
Rev 22:5

And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God
Himself will be with them and be their God.
And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.
And night will be no more; and they have no need of the light of a lamp and of the
light of the sun, for the Lord God will shine upon them; and they will reign forever and
ever.

Study Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What kind of life should we live in the land?
How can we gain Christ as our enjoyment?
What is the purpose of our meeting together?
Day by day and hour by hour, how can we enjoy the marvelous, wonderful, immeasurable,
unlimited, and all-inclusive riches of Christ as the good land?
What is the issue of our enjoyment of the all-inclusive riches of Christ as the good land, and
what is the ultimate issue of our enjoyment of Christ as the land?
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Message Seven
Christ—the True Prophet Typified by Moses
MC Hymns: 193 (stanzas 1-3, 8)

Scripture Reading: Deut. 18:15-19; Acts 3:22-23
Deut 18:15

A Prophet will Jehovah your God raise up for you from your midst, from among your brothers, like
me; you shall listen to Him.
This is according to all that you asked of Jehovah your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly,
saying, Let me not hear any more of the voice of Jehovah my God, and let me not see this great
fire any longer, lest I die.
And Jehovah said to me, They have done well in what they have spoken.
A Prophet will I raise up for them from the midst of their brothers like you; and I will put My words
in His mouth, and He will speak to them all that I command Him.
And the man who will not listen to My words which He will speak in My name, I Myself will require
it from him.
Moses said, "A Prophet will the Lord your God raise up unto you from your brothers, like me; Him
shall you hear in whatever things He speaks to you.
And it shall be that every soul who does not hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from
among the people."

Deut 18:16

Deut 18:17
Deut 18:18
Deut 18:19
Acts 3:22
Acts 3:23

I.

Prophets are God’s spokesmen—Deut. 18:15; Amos 3:7; Isa. 6:1-8:
Deut 18:15
Amos 3:7
Isa 6:1
Isa 6:2
Isa 6:3
Isa 6:4
Isa 6:5

Isa 6:6
Isa 6:7
Isa 6:8

A.

A Prophet will Jehovah your God raise up for you from your midst, from among your
brothers, like me; you shall listen to Him.
Surely the Lord Jehovah will not do anything unless He reveals His secret to His servants
the prophets.
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting on a high and lofty throne, and the
train of His robe filled the temple.
Seraphim hovered over Him, each having six wings: With two he covered his face, and with
two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.
And one called to the other, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Jehovah of hosts; / The whole earth is
filled with His glory.
And the foundations of the threshold shook at the voice of him who called, and the house
was filled with smoke.
Then I said, Woe is me, for I am finished! / For I am a man of unclean lips, / And in the
midst of a people of unclean lips I dwell; / Yet my eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of
hosts.
Then one of the seraphim flew to me with an ember in his hand, which he had taken from
the altar with a pair of tongs.
And he touched my mouth with it and said, Now that this has touched your lips, / Your
iniquity is taken away, and your sin is purged.
Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send? Who will go for Us? And I
said, Here am I; send me.

The function of the prophets is to speak for God—1 Cor. 14:31; 2 Tim. 4:2.
1 Cor 14:31
2 Tim 4:2

B.

For you can all prophesy one by one that all may learn and all may be encouraged.
Proclaim the word; be ready in season and out of season; convict, rebuke, exhort
with all long-suffering and teaching.

According to the Bible, the main function of a prophet is not to predict things that are
coming but to speak for God and to speak forth God by God’s revelation—Amos 3:7; Exo.
4:10-16.
Amos 3:7
Exo 4:10

Exo 4:11
Exo 4:12

Surely the Lord Jehovah will not do anything unless He reveals His secret to His
servants the prophets.
And Moses said to Jehovah, Please, Lord, I am not a man of words, neither in the
past, nor since You have spoken to Your servant, for I am slow of speech and slow of
tongue.
And Jehovah said to him, Who gave man a mouth? Or who makes him dumb or deaf
or seeing or blind? Is it not I, Jehovah?
Now go therefore, and I will be with your mouth and will teach you what you shall
speak.
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Exo 4:13
Exo 4:14

And he said, Please, Lord, send word by sending someone else whom You will send.
And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Moses, and He said, Is there not
Aaron your brother the Levite? I know that he can certainly speak. And even now he
is coming out to meet you; and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart.
And you shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with your
mouth and with his mouth, and will teach you what you shall do.
And he shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be as a mouth for you, and you
shall be as God to him.

Exo 4:15
Exo 4:16

C.

God, who is a speaking God, spoke in the Old Testament to people in many portions and in
many ways in the prophets—Heb. 1:1:
Heb 1:1

1.

God, having spoken of old in many portions and in many ways to the fathers in the
prophets,

God is hidden, but through the speaking of the prophets, God Himself and His
intention are made known—Isa. 45:15, 19; 1:1-2a; 6:1-8.
Isa 45:15
Isa 45:19

Isa 1:1

Isa 1:2a
Isa 6:1
Isa 6:2
Isa 6:3
Isa 6:4
Isa 6:5

Isa 6:6
Isa 6:7
Isa 6:8

2.

Surely You are a God who hides Himself, / O God of Israel, the Savior.
I have not spoken in secret, / In a dark place of the earth; / I did not say to the
seed of Jacob, / Seek Me in vain. / I, Jehovah, speak righteousness, /
Declaring things that are right.
The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, the kings of
Judah:
Hear, O heavens, and hearken, O earth, / For Jehovah has spoken: / I have
brought up children, and I have raised them; …
In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting on a high and lofty
throne, and the train of His robe filled the temple.
Seraphim hovered over Him, each having six wings: With two he covered his
face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.
And one called to the other, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Jehovah of hosts; / The
whole earth is filled with His glory.
And the foundations of the threshold shook at the voice of him who called, and
the house was filled with smoke.
Then I said, Woe is me, for I am finished! / For I am a man of unclean lips, /
And in the midst of a people of unclean lips I dwell; / Yet my eyes have seen
the King, Jehovah of hosts.
Then one of the seraphim flew to me with an ember in his hand, which he had
taken from the altar with a pair of tongs.
And he touched my mouth with it and said, Now that this has touched your lips,
/ Your iniquity is taken away, and your sin is purged.
Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send? Who will go for
Us? And I said, Here am I; send me.

Prophets receive God’s revelation directly and are borne by the Spirit of God to speak
for God and speak forth God—2 Pet. 1:20-21:
2 Pet 1:20
2 Pet 1:21

a.

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of one's own interpretation;
For no prophecy was ever borne by the will of man, but men spoke from God
while being borne by the Holy Spirit.

No prophecy was ever borne by the will of man—v. 21.
2 Pet 1:21

b.
c.
d.

For no prophecy was ever borne by the will of man, but men spoke from
God while being borne by the Holy Spirit.

Man’s will, desire, and wish, with his thought and exposition, were not the
source from which any prophecy came.
The source was God, by whose Holy Spirit men were borne, as a ship is borne
by the wind, to speak out the will, desire, and wish of God.
No prophecy of Scripture is of the prophet’s or the writer’s exposition, for no
prophecy was ever borne, or carried along, by the will of man; rather, men
spoke from God while being borne by the Spirit—vv. 20-21.
2 Pet 1:20

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of one's own interpretation;
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2 Pet 1:21

D.

For no prophecy was ever borne by the will of man, but men spoke from
God while being borne by the Holy Spirit.

A false prophet is one who speaks a word presumptuously in God’s name, which God did
not command him to speak—Deut. 18:20-22.
Deut 18:20
Deut 18:21
Deut 18:22

But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name, which I did not
command him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.
And if you say in your heart, How shall we know the word that Jehovah has not spoken?
When a prophet speaks in the name of Jehovah and the thing does not happen nor
come about, that is the thing which Jehovah has not spoken. The prophet has spoken
presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.

II. Moses was a prophet, and as a prophet, he typifies Christ—v. 15:
Deut 18:15

A.

A Prophet will Jehovah your God raise up for you from your midst, from among your
brothers, like me; you shall listen to Him.

In his forty years of leading the children of Israel, Moses continually spoke to them for
God; especially in Deuteronomy, Moses repeatedly spoke God’s words to the children of
Israel—1:1, 9-11, 18; 4:1-2; 5:11; 6:1-9.
Deut 1:1

Deut 1:9
Deut 1:10
Deut 1:11
Deut 1:18
Deut 4:1

Deut 4:2

Deut 5:11
Deut 6:1

Deut 6:2

Deut 6:3

Deut 6:4
Deut 6:5
Deut 6:6
Deut 6:7

Deut 6:8
Deut 6:9

B.

These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel across the Jordan in the
wilderness, in the Arabah opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel, Laban,
Hazeroth, and Dizahab.
And I spoke to you at that time, saying, I am not able to bear you alone.
Jehovah your God has multiplied you, and now today you are as the stars of heaven
in multitude.
Jehovah, the God of your fathers, add to you a thousandfold ones like you and bless
you as He has promised you!
And I commanded you at that time all the things that you should do.
And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the ordinances which I am teaching you
to do, in order that you may live and go in and possess the land which Jehovah, the
God of your fathers, is giving you.
You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor shall you take away
from it, that you may keep the commandments of Jehovah your God, which I am
commanding you.
You shall not take the name of Jehovah your God in vain, for Jehovah will not hold
guiltless him who takes His name in vain.
Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the ordinances, which Jehovah your
God has commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land into which
you are crossing over to possess;
That you may fear Jehovah your God and keep all His statutes and His
commandments, which I am commanding you, you and your son and your grandson,
all the days of your life; and that your days may be extended.
Therefore hear, O Israel, and be certain to do it, that it may go well with you and that
you may be greatly increased, in a land flowing with milk and honey, even as
Jehovah, the God of your fathers, promised you.
Hear, O Israel, Jehovah is our God; Jehovah is one.
And you shall love Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might.
And these words, which I command you today, shall be upon your heart;
And you shall repeat them to your children, and speak about them when you sit in
your house and when you journey on the way, and when you lie down and when you
rise up;
And you shall bind them on your hand as a sign, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes;
And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

Moses, as the spokesman of God, was like an aged, loving father speaking to his children
with much love and concern—30:1-14:
Deut 30:1

And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, which I have
set before you; and you bring them to heart while among all the nations to whom
Jehovah your God will drive you;
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Deut 30:2

Deut 30:3

Deut 30:4
Deut 30:5

Deut 30:6

Deut 30:7
Deut 30:8
Deut 30:9

Deut 30:10

Deut 30:11
Deut 30:12
Deut 30:13
Deut 30:14

1.

And you and your children return to Jehovah your God and listen to His voice,
according to all that I am commanding you today, with all your heart and with all your
soul;
Then Jehovah your God will turn your captivity and be compassionate to you, and He
will turn and gather you from all the peoples among whom Jehovah your God has
scattered you.
If any of you have been driven out to the ends of heaven, from there will Jehovah
your God gather you and from there will He take you.
And Jehovah your God will bring you into the land which your fathers possessed, and
you will possess it; and He will do good for you and will multiply you more than He did
your fathers.
And Jehovah your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your seed, so that
you will love Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may
live.
And Jehovah your God will put all these oaths upon your enemies and upon them
who hate you and who have persecuted you.
And you will turn and listen to the voice of Jehovah, and you will do all His
commandments, which I am commanding you today.
And Jehovah your God will give you an excess of prosperity in all your undertakings,
in the fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your animals and in the fruit of your
ground, for Jehovah will again exult over you for good as He exulted over your
fathers;
If you listen to the voice of Jehovah your God, to keep His commandments and His
statutes written in this book of the law; if you turn back to Jehovah your God with all
your heart and with all your soul.
For this commandment which I am commanding you today, it is not too difficult for
you, nor is it distant.
It is not in heaven that you should say, Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it
to us to make us hear it and do it?
Nor is it across the sea that you should say, Who will go across the sea for us and
bring it to us to make us hear it and do it?
But the word is very near to you, even in your mouth and in your heart, that you may
do it.

Although it was Moses who spoke, he did not speak his own words; he spoke God’s
words—32:1-47.
Deut 32:1
Deut 32:2
Deut 32:3
Deut 32:4
Deut 32:5
Deut 32:6
Deut 32:7

Deut 32:8

Deut 32:9
Deut 32:10

Deut 32:11
Deut 32:12

Give ear, O heaven, and let me speak; / And let the earth hear the words of my
mouth.
Let my teaching drop like the rain; / Let my speech distill like the dew, / Like
raindrops upon tender grass, / And like abundant showers upon herbage.
For the name of Jehovah will I declare. / Ascribe greatness to our God!
The Rock-perfect is His work, / For all His ways are justice: / A God of
faithfulness and without injustice; / Righteous and upright is He.
Corruptly have they dealt with Him-their blemish is not His sons- / A twisted
and crooked generation are they.
Do you repay Jehovah with this, / Foolish and unwise people? / Is He not your
Father who bought you? / Was it not He who made you and established you?
Remember the days of long ago; / Consider the years of generation upon
generation; / Ask your father, and he will inform you; / Your elders, and they will
tell you.
When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance, / When He divided the
sons of man, / He set the borders of the peoples / According to the number of
Israel's children.
For Jehovah's portion is His people; / Jacob is the allotment of His inheritance.
He found him in a land of wilderness, / And in a howling desert waste; / He
encircled him, cared for him with all attention; / He guarded him like the pupil of
His eye.
As the eagle rouses his nest, / Hovers over his young, / Spreads his wings,
takes them, / And bears them up upon his pinions;
So Jehovah alone led him, / And there was no strange god with Him.
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Deut 32:13
Deut 32:14

Deut 32:15

Deut 32:16
Deut 32:17

Deut 32:18
Deut 32:19
Deut 32:20
Deut 32:21

Deut 32:22

Deut 32:23
Deut 32:24

Deut 32:25
Deut 32:26
Deut 32:27

Deut 32:28
Deut 32:29
Deut 32:30
Deut 32:31
Deut 32:32
Deut 32:33
Deut 32:34
Deut 32:35

Deut 32:36

Deut 32:37
Deut 32:38
Deut 32:39

He made him ride on the high places of the earth, / And he ate the produce of
the field; / And He made him suck honey out of a crag, / And oil out of flint rock:
Curd of cows and milk of sheep, / With fat of lambs, / And rams, the offspring of
Bashan, and goats, / With the choicest wheat; / And the blood of the grape you
drank as fermenting wine.
But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked- / You have become fat, you have grown
thick, you have gorged yourself- / And forsook God, who made him, / And
treated the Rock of his salvation disdainfully.
They made Him jealous with strange gods; / With abominations they provoked
Him to anger.
They sacrificed to demons, to those who were no god, / To gods they did not
know, / To new ones who had recently come up, / Before whom your fathers
had not shuddered.
You have neglected the Rock who begot you / And have forgotten the God who
travailed with you.
And Jehovah saw and held them in contempt, / Because of anger provoked by
His sons and daughters.
And He said, I will hide My face from them; / I will see what their latter end will be. /
For they are a generation of perversions, / Children in whom is no faithfulness.
They have made Me jealous with a non-God; / They have provoked Me to
anger with their vanities. / Hence I will make them jealous with a non-people; /
With a foolish nation I will provoke them to anger.
For a fire is kindled in My anger / And burns unto nethermost Sheol. / And it
devours the earth and its produce / And sets ablaze the foundations of the
mountains.
I will heap evils on them; / I will use up My arrows against them.
They shall be sucked up by famine, / And eaten up by fire bolt / And bitter
destruction; / And I will send the teeth of beasts against them, / With the venom
of those that crawl in the dust.
The sword shall bereave outside, / And inside, terror; / Taking both the young
man and the virgin, / The suckling with the gray-haired man.
I would have said, I will scatter them, / I will cause the memory of them to
cease from among men;
Except I dreaded the vexation from the enemy; / Lest their adversaries
misjudge; / Lest they say, Our hand is exalted, / And it is not Jehovah who has
wrought all this.
For they are a nation destitute of counsel, / And there is no understanding in
them.
If they had been wise, they would have comprehended this, / They would have
perceived their latter end.
How shall one chase a thousand, / And two put ten thousand to flight, / Were it
not that their Rock sold them, / And Jehovah delivered them up?
For their rock is not like our Rock; / And of this our enemies are judges.
For their vine is from Sodom's vine, / And from Gomorrah's fields; / Their
grapes are the grapes of poison; / Clusters of bitterness have they.
Their wine is the venom of serpents / And the cruel poison of cobras.
Is this not laid up in store with Me, / Sealed up in My treasuries?
Vengeance is Mine and so is retribution, / For the time when their foot slips; /
Because the day of their calamity has drawn near, / And the things destined to
happen to them hasten.
For Jehovah will execute judgment for His people, / And He will have
compassion on His servants, / When He sees that their support is gone, / And
that neither fettered nor free remain.
And He will say, Where are their gods, / The rock they sought refuge in,
Who ate the fat of their sacrifices, / And drank the wine of their drink offering? /
Let them rise up and help you; / Let them be a shelter over you.
See now that I, I am He, / And there is no god with Me. It is I who kill, and I
make alive; / I wound, and it is I who heal; / And there is no one who can
deliver from My hand.
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Deut 32:40
Deut 32:41

Deut 32:42

Deut 32:43

Deut 32:44
Deut 32:45
Deut 32:46

Deut 32:47

2.

For I lift up My hand to heaven / And say, As I live forever:
If I sharpen My flashing sword, / And My hand takes hold of judgment, / I will
repay My adversaries with vengeance, / And those who hate Me will I
recompense.
I will make My arrows drunk with blood, / And My sword will devour flesh- / With
the blood of the slain and of the captives, / The flesh of the long-haired leaders
of the enemy.
Shout joyously, you nations, with His people, / Because He will avenge the
blood of His servants, / And He will repay His adversaries with vengeance /
And will cover the guilt of His land and of His people.
And Moses came and spoke all the words of this song in the hearing of the
people, he and Hoshea the son of Nun.
And Moses finished speaking all these words to all Israel.
And he said to them, Set your heart on all these words which I am testifying to
you today. You shall command them to your children that they may be certain
to do all the words of this law.
For it is not a matter too vain for you, because it is your life; and by this matter
you will extend your days upon the land into which you are crossing over the
Jordan to possess.

He spoke for God, spoke forth God, and spoke God into the children of Israel—11:825.
Deut 11:8

Deut 11:9

Deut 11:10

Deut 11:11
Deut 11:12
Deut 11:13

Deut 11:14
Deut 11:15
Deut 11:16
Deut 11:17

Deut 11:18

Deut 11:19

Deut 11:20
Deut 11:21

Deut 11:22
Deut 11:23

Therefore you shall keep the whole commandment which I am commanding
you today so that you may be strong and that you may go in and possess the
land into which you are crossing over to possess,
And so that you may extend your days upon the ground which Jehovah swore
to your fathers, to give to them and to their seed, a land flowing with milk and
honey.
For the land which you are entering in to possess is not like the land of Egypt,
from which you came forth, where you used to sow your seed and water by foot
as in a vegetable garden.
But the land into which you are crossing over to possess is a land of mountains
and valleys; by virtue of heaven's rain, it drinks in water.
It is a land which Jehovah your God cares for; always the eyes of Jehovah your
God are upon it, from the beginning of the year even to the end of the year.
And if you are certain to listen to my commandments, which I am commanding
you today, to love Jehovah your God and serve Him with all your heart and with
all your soul,
I will give rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the late rain, so that
you may gather your grain and your new wine and your fresh oil.
And I will put grass in your field for your cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied.
Be careful lest your heart be deceived, and you turn aside and serve other
gods and bow down to them,
And the anger of Jehovah burn against you and He shut up heaven, so that
there is no rain and the earth does not yield its produce and you perish quickly
from off the good land which Jehovah is giving you.
Therefore you shall lay these words of mine on your heart and on your soul;
and you shall bind them on your hand as a sign, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes;
And you shall teach them to your children, speaking about them when you sit in
your house and when you journey on the way, and when you lie down and
when you rise up;
And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates;
That your days may be multiplied, as well as the days of your children, upon
the land which Jehovah swore to your fathers to give them, as long as the days
of heaven are above the earth.
For if you are certain to keep all this commandment which I am commanding
you to do, to love Jehovah your God, to walk in all His ways and hold fast to Him,
Jehovah will dispossess all these nations from before you, and you will
dispossess nations greater and mightier than you.
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Deut 11:24

Deut 11:25

C.

Every place on which the sole of your foot treads will be yours; from the
wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the river Euphrates, even to the
farmost sea will be your territory.
No man will be able to stand against you; Jehovah your God will put the dread
and fear of you upon all the land on which you tread, as He has spoken to you.

Moses was a person not only soaked and saturated with the thought of God but also
constituted with the speaking God Himself; therefore, the word that proceeded out of his
mouth was the word of God spoken through this one spokesman—Exo. 34:29-35; Num.
12:6-8:
Exo 34:29

Exo 34:30
Exo 34:31
Exo 34:32
Exo 34:33
Exo 34:34

Exo 34:35

Num 12:6
Num 12:7
Num 12:8

1.

And when Moses came down from Mount Sinai-and the two tablets of the Testimony
were in Moses' hand when he came down from the mountain-Moses did not know
that the skin of his face shone by reason of His speaking with him.
And when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, at that time the skin of his
face shone, and they were afraid to come near him.
But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers in the assembly returned to
him, and Moses spoke to them.
And afterward all the children of Israel came near, and he gave them in
commandment all that Jehovah had spoken with him on Mount Sinai.
And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face.
But whenever Moses went in before Jehovah to speak with Him, he would remove
the veil until he came out; and when he came out and spoke to the children of Israel
what he had been commanded,
The children of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face
shone. Then Moses would put the veil back on his face until he went in to speak with
Him.
He said, Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, / I, Jehovah, will make
Myself known to him in a vision; / I will speak with him in a dream.
My servant Moses is not so; / He is faithful in all My house.
With him I speak face to face, even openly, and not in riddles; / And he beholds the
form of Jehovah. Why then were you not afraid to speak against My servant, against
Moses?

For forty years Moses served as God’s spokesman, speaking for God, speaking forth
God, and predicting; every word that he spoke became God’s word—Deut. 10:12-22.
Deut 10:12

Deut 10:13
Deut 10:14
Deut 10:15
Deut 10:16
Deut 10:17

Deut 10:18
Deut 10:19
Deut 10:20
Deut 10:21
Deut 10:22

2.

And now, O Israel, what does Jehovah your God ask of you except that you
fear Jehovah your God so that you would walk in all His ways and love Him
and serve Jehovah your God with all your heart and with all your soul;
So that you would keep the commandments of Jehovah and His statutes,
which I am commanding you today, for your good.
Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens belong to Jehovah your God, the
earth and all that is in it.
But on your fathers Jehovah set His affection to love them and to choose their
seed after them, that is, you above all the peoples, as it is this day.
Circumcise then the foreskin of your heart, and do not be stiff-necked any
longer;
For it is Jehovah your God who is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the
great God, mighty and awesome, who does not regard persons and does not
take bribes;
He executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and He loves the sojourner,
giving him food and clothing.
Therefore love the sojourner, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.
You shall fear Jehovah your God; Him shall you serve and to Him shall you
hold fast and by His name shall you swear.
He is your praise and He is your God, who has done these great and awesome
things for you, which your eyes have seen.
Your fathers went down into Egypt as seventy souls; and now Jehovah your
God has made you as the stars of heaven in multitude.

He predicted that the children of Israel would forsake God and be cast by God into all
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the nations but that when they would repent and turn to God, He would gather them
from the nations—29:25-28; 30:1-3.
Deut 29:25

Deut 29:26
Deut 29:27
Deut 29:28
Deut 30:1

Deut 30:2

Deut 30:3

3.

As such a prophet, Moses is a type of Christ—Acts 3:22-23.
Acts 3:22
Acts 3:23

4.

And they will say, It is because they forsook the covenant of Jehovah, the God
of their fathers, which He made with them when He brought them out from the
land of Egypt;
And they went and served other gods and bowed down to them, gods whom
they had not known and He had not allotted to them.
And the anger of Jehovah burned against this land, bringing upon it all the
curses written in this book;
And Jehovah plucked them off their land in anger and in burning wrath and in
great indignation, and sent them to another land, as they are this day.
And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, which I
have set before you; and you bring them to heart while among all the nations to
whom Jehovah your God will drive you;
And you and your children return to Jehovah your God and listen to His voice,
according to all that I am commanding you today, with all your heart and with
all your soul;
Then Jehovah your God will turn your captivity and be compassionate to you,
and He will turn and gather you from all the peoples among whom Jehovah
your God has scattered you.
Moses said, "A Prophet will the Lord your God raise up unto you from your
brothers, like me; Him shall you hear in whatever things He speaks to you.
And it shall be that every soul who does not hear that Prophet shall be utterly
destroyed from among the people."

Moses spoke to the children of Israel all that God had commanded him to speak;
likewise, the Lord Jesus spoke all that the Father commanded Him to speak—John
12:49-50.
John 12:49
John 12:50

For I have not spoken from Myself; but the Father who sent Me, He Himself
has given Me commandment, what to say and what to speak.
And I know that His commandment is eternal life. The things therefore that I
speak, even as the Father has said to Me, so I speak.

III. The Old Testament prophet Moses prophesied, saying, “A Prophet will Jehovah
your God raise up for you from your midst, from among your brothers, like
me; you shall listen to Him”—Deut. 18:15:
A.

Jehovah would put His words in the mouth of the Prophet, who would speak all that God
commanded Him—v. 18b.
Deut 18:18b … and I will put My words in His mouth, and He will speak to them all that I command
Him.

B.

The Prophet raised up by God would be according to all that the children of Israel asked of
Jehovah their God at Horeb—vv. 16-17:
Deut 18:16

Deut 18:17

1.

This is according to all that you asked of Jehovah your God at Horeb on the day of
the assembly, saying, Let me not hear any more of the voice of Jehovah my God,
and let me not see this great fire any longer, lest I die.
And Jehovah said to me, They have done well in what they have spoken.

They had told Moses that they could not bear to hear God’s voice—5:22-28; Exo.
20:18-19.
Deut 5:22

Deut 5:23

Deut 5:24

These words Jehovah spoke to all your congregation on the mountain from the
midst of the fire, the cloud, and the deep darkness, with a great voice; and He
added no more. And He wrote them upon two tablets of stone and gave them
to me.
And when you heard the voice from the midst of the darkness, while the
mountain burned with fire, you came near to me, all the heads of your tribes
and your elders,
And said, Jehovah our God has just shown us His glory and His greatness, and
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Deut 5:25
Deut 5:26
Deut 5:27
Deut 5:28

Exo 20:18

Exo 20:19

His voice we have heard from the midst of the fire; today we have seen that
God speaks with man and yet he lives.
Therefore why should we die now? For this great fire will consume us. If we
hear the voice of Jehovah our God any longer, we will die.
For who is there among all flesh who has heard the voice of the living God
speaking from the midst of the fire, as we have, and has lived?
You go near and hear all that Jehovah our God says; then you will speak to us
all that Jehovah our God speaks to you, and we will hear and do.
And Jehovah heard the sound of your words while you spoke to me; and
Jehovah said to me, I have heard the sound of the words of this people which
they have spoken to you; they have done well in all that they have spoken.
And all the people witnessed the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the
sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking; and when the people
witnessed it, they trembled and stood at a distance.
And they said to Moses, You speak with us, and we will listen; but do not let
God speak with us, so we do not die.

2.
C.

Because they wanted a prophet, Moses promised that God would fulfill their desire
for a prophet.
Moses prophesied that Jehovah would raise up a Prophet from their midst, from among
their brothers—Deut. 18:15, 18a:
Deut 18:15

A Prophet will Jehovah your God raise up for you from your midst, from among your
brothers, like me; you shall listen to Him.
Deut 18:18a A Prophet will I raise up for them from the midst of their brothers like you; …

1.

This indicates that God would raise up this Prophet through the incarnation of Christ
to speak the word of God—John 1:14; 3:34; 7:16-17; Heb. 1:2a.
John 1:14
John 3:34
John 7:16
John 7:17
Heb 1:2a

2.

And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His
glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.
For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for He gives the Spirit
not by measure.
Jesus therefore answered them and said, My teaching is not Mine, but His who
sent Me.
If anyone resolves to do His will, he will know concerning the teaching, whether
it is of God or whether I speak from Myself.
Has at the last of these days spoken to us in the Son, …

From the midst of their brothers (Deut. 18:18a) indicates that Christ as the coming
Prophet would be human as well as divine—John 1:1, 14; Rom. 8:3:
Deut 18:18a A Prophet will I raise up for them from the midst of their brothers like you; …
John 1:1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.
John 1:14
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His
glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.
Rom 8:3
For that which the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God,
sending His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and concerning sin,
condemned sin in the flesh,

a.

If Christ were merely God, He could not have been raised up from among the
Israelites—Luke 1:31, 35.
Luke 1:31
Luke 1:35

b.

c.

And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall call His name Jesus.
And the angel answered and said to her, The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore also
the holy thing which is born will be called the Son of God.

As God, Christ could not be from among the Jews as a brother, but as the
incarnated One, the One who put on human nature and was a Jew, Christ was
from among His brothers.
As the incarnated God, Christ put on human nature and became a Jew; thus, He
is the Prophet raised up “from your midst,” as prophesied by Moses—Deut.
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18:15, 18.
Deut 18:15
Deut 18:18

3.

A Prophet will Jehovah your God raise up for you from your midst, from
among your brothers, like me; you shall listen to Him.
A Prophet will I raise up for them from the midst of their brothers like you;
and I will put My words in His mouth, and He will speak to them all that I
command Him.

Acts 3:22-23 applies Deuteronomy 18:15-19 to Christ, who is God incarnated to be a
man, indicating that Christ is the Prophet promised by God to His people, the children
of Israel.
Acts 3:22
Acts 3:23
Deut 18:15
Deut 18:16

Deut 18:17
Deut 18:18
Deut 18:19

Moses said, "A Prophet will the Lord your God raise up unto you from your
brothers, like me; Him shall you hear in whatever things He speaks to you.
And it shall be that every soul who does not hear that Prophet shall be utterly
destroyed from among the people."
A Prophet will Jehovah your God raise up for you from your midst, from among
your brothers, like me; you shall listen to Him.
This is according to all that you asked of Jehovah your God at Horeb on the
day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear any more of the voice of Jehovah
my God, and let me not see this great fire any longer, lest I die.
And Jehovah said to me, They have done well in what they have spoken.
A Prophet will I raise up for them from the midst of their brothers like you; and I
will put My words in His mouth, and He will speak to them all that I command Him.
And the man who will not listen to My words which He will speak in My name, I
Myself will require it from him.

IV. In His first coming, Christ ministered as the Prophet raised up by God—Acts
3:22-23; 7:37:
Acts 3:22
Acts 3:23
Acts 7:37

A.

Moses said, "A Prophet will the Lord your God raise up unto you from your brothers, like
me; Him shall you hear in whatever things He speaks to you.
And it shall be that every soul who does not hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed
from among the people."
This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, "A Prophet will God raise up unto you from
your brothers, like me."

Through incarnation Christ became the Prophet to speak the word of God—John 3:34.
John 3:34

B.

For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for He gives the Spirit not by
measure.

Christ is the Word of God and the speaking of God—1:1; Rev. 19:13; Heb. 1:2a:
John 1:1
Rev 19:13
Heb 1:2a

1.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
And He is clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and His name is called the Word of
God.
Has at the last of these days spoken to us in the Son, …

When Christ was on the earth speaking for God and teaching people, His teaching
was not His own but was according to what the Father had taught Him—John 7:16;
8:28b.
John 7:16
John 8:28b

2.

He did not speak from Himself; as the Father spoke to Him, so He spoke—12:49-50.
John 12:49
John 12:50

3.

Jesus therefore answered them and said, My teaching is not Mine, but His who
sent Me.
…, but as My Father has taught Me, I speak these things.
For I have not spoken from Myself; but the Father who sent Me, He Himself
has given Me commandment, what to say and what to speak.
And I know that His commandment is eternal life. The things therefore that I
speak, even as the Father has said to Me, so I speak.

As God’s Prophet, Christ spoke for God, spoke forth God, and revealed God to the
disciples—Matt. 11:27.
Matt 11:27

All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one fully knows the
Son except the Father; neither does anyone fully know the Father except the
Son and him to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.
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C.

During His earthly ministry, Christ also prophesied, predicted, by declaring the things that
are coming—John 16:12-13; Matt. 24:2—25:46.
John 16:12
John 16:13

Matt 24:2

Matt 24:3

Matt 24:4
Matt 24:5
Matt 24:6
Matt 24:7
Matt 24:8
Matt 24:9
Matt 24:10
Matt 24:11
Matt 24:12
Matt 24:13
Matt 24:14
Matt 24:15
Matt 24:16
Matt 24:17
Matt 24:18
Matt 24:19
Matt 24:20
Matt 24:21
Matt 24:22
Matt 24:23
Matt 24:24
Matt 24:25
Matt 24:26
Matt 24:27
Matt 24:28
Matt 24:29

Matt 24:30

Matt 24:31

I have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
But when He, the Spirit of reality, comes, He will guide you into all the reality; for He
will not speak from Himself, but what He hears He will speak; and He will declare to
you the things that are coming.
But He answered and said to them, Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to
you, There shall by no means be left here a stone upon a stone, which shall not be
thrown down.
And as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying,
Tell us, When will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming and of
the consummation of the age?
And Jesus answered and said to them, See that no one leads you astray.
For many will come in My name, saying, I am the Christ, and they will lead many
astray.
And you will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for
it must happen; but the end is not yet.
For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; and there will be
famines and earthquakes in various places.
All these things are the beginning of birth pangs.
Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and will kill you, and you will be hated by all
the nations because of My name.
And at that time many will be stumbled and will deliver up one another and will hate
one another.
And many false prophets will arise and will lead many astray.
And because lawlessness will be multiplied, the love of the many will grow cold.
But he who has endured to the end, this one shall be saved.
And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole inhabited earth for a
testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.
Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation, which was spoken of through
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let him who reads understand),
Then let those in Judea flee to the mountains;
Let him who is on the housetop not come down to take the things out of his house;
And let him who is in the field not turn back to take his garment.
But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those
days.
And pray that your flight may not be in winter, nor on a Sabbath,
For at that time there will be great tribulation, such as has not occurred from the
beginning of the world until now, nor shall by any means ever occur.
And unless those days had been cut short, no flesh would be saved; but on account
of the chosen, those days will be cut short.
At that time if anyone says to you, Behold, here is the Christ! or, Here! do not believe
it.
For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders
so as to lead astray, if possible, even the chosen.
Behold, I have told you beforehand.
Therefore if they say to you, Behold, He is in the wilderness, do not go forth; Behold,
He is in the inner rooms, do not believe it.
For just as the lightning comes forth from the east and shines to the west, so will the
coming of the Son of Man be.
Wherever the corpse is, there will the vultures be gathered together.
And immediately after the tribulation of those days, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the
heavens will be shaken.
And at that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the
tribes of the land will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory.
And He will send His angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather His chosen
together from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other end.
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Matt 24:32
Matt 24:33
Matt 24:34
Matt 24:35
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Matt 24:38
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Matt 24:40
Matt 24:41
Matt 24:42
Matt 24:43

Matt 24:44
Matt 24:45
Matt 24:46
Matt 24:47
Matt 24:48
Matt 24:49
Matt 24:50
Matt 24:51
Matt 25:1
Matt 25:2
Matt 25:3
Matt 25:4
Matt 25:5
Matt 25:6
Matt 25:7
Matt 25:8
Matt 25:9
Matt 25:10
Matt 25:11
Matt 25:12
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Matt 25:15
Matt 25:16
Matt 25:17
Matt 25:18
Matt 25:19

But learn the parable from the fig tree: As soon as its branch has become tender and
puts forth its leaves, you know that the summer is near.
So also you, when you see all these things, know that it is near, at the doors.
Truly I say to you that this generation shall by no means pass away until all these
things happen.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall by no means pass away.
But concerning that day and hour, no one knows, not even the angels of the heavens
nor the Son, but the Father only.
For just as the days of Noah were, so will the coming of the Son of Man be.
For as they were in those days before the flood, eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day in which Noah entered into the ark,
And they did not know that judgment was coming until the flood came and took all
away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.
At that time two men will be in the field; one is taken and one is left.
Two women will be grinding at the mill; one is taken and one is left.
Watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord comes.
But know this, that if the householder had known in which watch the thief was
coming, he would have watched and would not have allowed his house to be broken
into.
For this reason you also be ready, because at an hour when you do not expect it, the
Son of Man is coming.
Who then is the faithful and prudent slave, whom the master has set over his
household to give them food at the proper time?
Blessed is that slave whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing.
Truly I say to you that he will set him over all his possessions.
But if that evil slave says in his heart, My master delays,
And begins to beat his fellow slaves and eats and drinks with the drunken,
The master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an
hour which he does not know,
And will cut him asunder and appoint his portion with the hypocrites. In that place
there will be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth.
At that time the kingdom of the heavens will be likened to ten virgins, who took their
lamps and went forth to meet the bridegroom.
And five of them were foolish and five were prudent.
For the foolish, when they took their lamps, did not take oil with them;
But the prudent took oil in their vessels with their lamps.
And while the bridegroom delayed, they all became drowsy and slept.
But at midnight there was a cry, Behold, the bridegroom! Go forth to meet him!
Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their own lamps.
And the foolish said to the prudent, Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.
But the prudent answered, saying, Perhaps there will not be enough for us and for
you; go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.
And as they were going away to buy, the bridegroom came; and those who were
ready went in with him to the wedding feast. And the door was shut.
And later the rest of the virgins came also, saying, Lord, lord, open to us!
But he answered and said, Truly I say to you, I do not know you.
Watch therefore, for you do not know the day nor the hour.
For the kingdom of the heavens is just like a man about to go abroad, who called his
own slaves and delivered to them his possessions.
To one he gave five talents, and to another two, and to another one, to each
according to his own ability. And he went abroad.
Immediately he who had received the five talents went and traded with them and
gained another five.
Similarly, he who had received the two gained another two.
But he who had received the one went off and dug in the earth and hid his master's
money.
Now after a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with
them.
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D.

And he who had received the five talents came and brought another five talents, saying,
Master, you delivered to me five talents; behold, I have gained another five talents.
His master said to him, Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful over a
few things; I will set you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master.
And he who had received the two talents also came and said, Master, you delivered
to me two talents; behold, I have gained another two talents.
His master said to him, Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful over a
few things; I will set you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master.
Then he who had received the one talent also came and said, Master, I knew about
you, that you are a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where
you did not winnow.
And I was afraid and went off and hid your talent in the earth; behold, you have what
is yours.
And his master answered and said to him, Evil and slothful slave, you knew that I
reap where I did not sow and gather where I did not winnow.
Therefore you should have deposited my money with the money changers; and when
I came, I would have recovered what is mine with interest.
Take away therefore the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents.
For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he shall abound; but from him
who does not have, even that which he has shall be taken away from him.
And cast out the useless slave into the outer darkness. In that place there will be the
weeping and the gnashing of teeth.
But when the Son of Man comes in His glory and all the angels with Him, at that time
He will sit on the throne of His glory.
And all the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them from one
another, just as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
And He will set the sheep on His right hand and the goats on the left.
Then the King will say to those on His right hand, Come, you who are blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty and you gave Me a
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in,
Naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you
came to Me.
Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, Lord, when have we seen You hungry
and have fed You, or thirsty and have given You a drink?
And when have we seen You a stranger and have taken You in, or naked and have
clothed You?
And when have we seen You sick or in prison and have come to You?
And the King will answer and say to them, Truly I say to you, Inasmuch as you have
done it to one of these, the least of My brothers, you have done it to Me.
Then He will say also to those on the left, Go away from Me, you who are cursed, into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
For I was hungry and you did not give Me anything to eat; I was thirsty and you did
not give Me a drink;
I was a stranger and you did not take Me in; naked and you did not clothe Me; sick
and in prison, and you did not visit Me.
Then they also will answer, saying, Lord, when have we seen You hungry or thirsty or
a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and did not minister to You?
Then He will answer them, saying, Truly I say to you, Inasmuch as you did not do it to
one of the least of these, neither have you done it to Me.
And these shall go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.

Today Christ as the Prophet is in us still speaking for God to reveal God and speaking God
into people—Rom. 8:10; 2 Cor. 13:5; Col. 1:27.
Rom 8:10
2 Cor 13:5
Col 1:27

But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life
because of righteousness.
Test yourselves whether you are in the faith; prove yourselves. Or do you not realize
about yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you, unless you are disapproved?
To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,
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V. As a prophet typifying Christ as the true Prophet, Moses might have spoken
something of his own feeling, but even this became the word of God; his
speaking in Deuteronomy was like Paul’s speaking in 1 Corinthians 7:
1 Cor 7

A.

be omitted.

Because Paul was a man constituted with God, his opinion became a part of God’s word as
the divine revelation in the New Testament:
1.
In his speaking, Paul was one with God; therefore, what he spoke was God’s
speaking—6:17; 7:25.
1 Cor 6:17
1 Cor 7:25

B.

C.

But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.
Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord, but I give my
opinion as one who has been shown mercy by the Lord to be faithful.

2.
The principle is the same with Moses’ speaking in Deuteronomy.
First Corinthians 7 conveys the spirit of a person who loves the Lord, who cares for the
Lord’s interests on earth, who is absolutely for the Lord and one with the Lord, and who in
every respect is obedient, submissive, and satisfied with God and the circumstances
arranged by Him.
Because Paul was one with the Lord, when he spoke, the Lord spoke with him; thus, in 1
Corinthians 7 we have an example of the New Testament principle of incarnation—vv. 10,
12, 25, 40:
1 Cor 7
1 Cor 7:10
1 Cor 7:12
1 Cor 7:25
1 Cor 7:40

1.

be omitted.
But to the married I charge, not I but the Lord, A wife must not be separated from her
husband
But to the rest I say, I, not the Lord, If any brother has an unbelieving wife and she
consents to dwell with him, he must not leave her;
Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord, but I give my opinion as
one who has been shown mercy by the Lord to be faithful.
But she is more blessed if she so remains, according to my opinion; but I think that I
also have the Spirit of God.

The principle of incarnation is that God enters into man and mingles Himself with
man to make man one with Himself; thus, God is in man, and man is in God—John
15:4-5.
John 15:4
John 15:5

2.

In the New Testament the Lord becomes one with His apostles, and they become one
with Him and speak together with Him; thus, His word becomes their word, and
whatever they utter is His word—1 Cor. 2:12-13.
1 Cor 2:12
1 Cor 2:13

3.

But we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit which is from God,
that we may know the things which have been graciously given to us by God;
Which things also we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom but in
words taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things with spiritual words.

The principle in 1 Corinthians 7:10 is the same as that in Galatians 2:20, the principle
of incarnation—two persons living as one person.
1 Cor 7:10
Gal 2:20

4.

Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it
abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.
I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he
bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

But to the married I charge, not I but the Lord, A wife must not be separated
from her husband
I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

In 1 Corinthians 7:25 and 40 we see the highest spirituality—the spirituality of a
person who is so one with the Lord and permeated with Him that even his opinion
expresses the Lord’s mind.
1 Cor 7:25

Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord, but I give my
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1 Cor 7:40

5.

opinion as one who has been shown mercy by the Lord to be faithful.
But she is more blessed if she so remains, according to my opinion; but I think
that I also have the Spirit of God.

If we are saturated with the Spirit, what we express will be our thought, but it will
also be something of the Lord because we are one with Him; this is the experience of
Christ as the Prophet living in us to speak for God and to speak forth God—6:17.
1 Cor 6:17

But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.

Study Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is a prophet?
How did Moses function as God’s spokesman?
How did Christ minister as a prophet in His earthly ministry?
How could Paul’s speaking become a part of God’s word?
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Message Eight
Christ—the One Cursed and Hanged on a Tree
JL Hymns: 475

Scripture Reading: Deut. 21:22-23; 1 Pet. 2:24; Gal. 3:2, 5, 13-14
Deut 21:22
Deut 21:23

1 Pet 2:24
Gal 3:2
Gal 3:5
Gal 3:13
Gal 3:14

I.

And if in a man there is a sin, a cause worthy of death, and he is put to death, and you hang him
on a tree;
His corpse shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you must bury him on that day. For he who
is hanged is accursed of God, and you shall not defile your land, which Jehovah your God gives
you as an inheritance.
Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having died to sins, might
live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.
This only I wish to learn from you, Did you receive the Spirit out of the works of law or out of the
hearing of faith?
He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit and does works of power among you, does
He do it out of the works of law or out of the hearing of faith?
Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse on our behalf;
because it is written, "Cursed is everyone hanging on a tree";
In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might
receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

In Deuteronomy 21:22-23 there is a prophecy that Christ would be the cursed
One hanging on a tree; here we have a type of the crucified Christ as the One
who was hanged on a tree—1 Pet. 2:24:
Deut 21:22
Deut 21:23

1 Pet 2:24

A.

And if in a man there is a sin, a cause worthy of death, and he is put to death, and you hang
him on a tree;
His corpse shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you must bury him on that day. For he
who is hanged is accursed of God, and you shall not defile your land, which Jehovah your
God gives you as an inheritance.
Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having died to sins,
might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.

A criminal could be executed by being hanged on a tree; he who was hanged was accursed
of God—Deut. 21:22-23.
Deut 21:22
Deut 21:23

B.

If in a man there was a sin, a cause worthy of death, and he was put to death and was
hanged on a tree, his corpse was not to remain overnight on the tree but had to be buried
that day, for he who was hanged on a tree was accursed of God—v. 23.
Deut 21:23

C.

And if in a man there is a sin, a cause worthy of death, and he is put to death, and
you hang him on a tree;
His corpse shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you must bury him on that day.
For he who is hanged is accursed of God, and you shall not defile your land, which
Jehovah your God gives you as an inheritance.

His corpse shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you must bury him on that day.
For he who is hanged is accursed of God, and you shall not defile your land, which
Jehovah your God gives you as an inheritance.

The Lord Jesus was killed by being crucified, that is, by being hanged on a tree, the cross,
and He was buried on the day of His crucifixion—Acts 5:30; 10:39; 13:29; John 19:31.
Acts 5:30
Acts 10:39
Acts 13:29
John 19:31

The God of our fathers has raised Jesus, whom you slew by hanging Him on a tree.
And we are witnesses of all the things which He did, both in the land of the Jews and
in Jerusalem; whom also they did away with by hanging Him on a tree.
And when they had accomplished all that was written concerning Him, they took Him
down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb.
Then the Jews, since it was the day of preparation and so that the bodies might not
remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath day was a great Sabbath),
requested of Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be taken away.

II. The origin of the curse is man’s sin—Gen. 3:17b; Rom. 5:12:
Gen 3:17b

… Cursed is the ground because of you; / In toil will you eat of it / All the days of your life.
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Rom 5:12

A.

Therefore just as through one man sin entered into the world, and through sin, death; and
thus death passed on to all men because all have sinned-

God brought in the curse after Adam’s sin, saying, “Cursed is the ground because of
you”—Gen. 3:17b:
1.
As descendants of Adam, all sinners are under the curse; Adam brought us all under
the curse—v. 17b; Rom. 5:12, 17-18.
Gen 3:17b
Rom 5:12
Rom 5:17

Rom 5:18

2.

Ultimately, the curse is death; death, including all other sufferings, is the
consummation of the curse—vv. 12, 17; 6:16, 21, 23.
Rom 5:12
Rom 5:17

Rom 6:16

Rom 6:21
Rom 6:23

B.

… Cursed is the ground because of you; / In toil will you eat of it / All the days
of your life.
Therefore just as through one man sin entered into the world, and through sin,
death; and thus death passed on to all men because all have sinnedFor if, by the offense of the one, death reigned through the one, much more
those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will
reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.
So then as it was through one offense unto condemnation to all men, so also it
was through one righteous act unto justification of life to all men.

Therefore just as through one man sin entered into the world, and through sin,
death; and thus death passed on to all men because all have sinnedFor if, by the offense of the one, death reigned through the one, much more
those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will
reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.
Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves as slaves for obedience,
his slaves you are whom you obey, whether of sin unto death or of obedience
unto righteousness?
What fruit then did you have at that time? Things of which you are now
ashamed, for the end of those things is death.
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

After Adam sinned, the earth brought forth thorns because of the curse, so thorns are a sign
of being cursed—Gen. 3:18; Heb. 6:8.
Gen 3:18
Heb 6:8

And thorns and thistles will it bring forth for you, / And you will eat the herb of the
field;
But if it brings forth thorns and thistles, it is disapproved and near a curse, whose end
is to be burned.

III. The curse is carried out through the law, for the law administers the curse—
Gal. 3:10:
Gal 3:10

A.

For as many as are of the works of law are under a curse; for it is written, "Cursed is
everyone who does not continue in all the things written in the book of the law to do them."

The curse was not altogether official until the law was given; the law now declares that all
the descendants of Adam are under the curse—Rom. 5:13.
Rom 5:13

B.

The curse, therefore, is related to the law of God, and it is the demand of the righteousness
of God upon sinners—3:19.
Rom 3:19

C.

For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not charged to one's account when
there is no law.

Now we know that whatever things the law says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, that every mouth may be stopped and all the world may fall under the judgment
of God;

If we try to keep the law, we will be in the flesh and automatically come under the curse:
“As many as are of the works of law are under a curse; for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone
who does not continue in all the things written in the book of the law to do them’”—Gal.
3:10.

IV. “Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse on
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our behalf; because it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone hanging on a tree’”—v. 13:
A.

On the cross Christ accomplished the great work of bringing us out from the curse of the
law, working to bear our sins and to remove the curse—v. 13; 1 Pet. 2:24.
Gal 3:13
1 Pet 2:24

B.

Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse on our
behalf; because it is written, "Cursed is everyone hanging on a tree";
Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having died to
sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.

Christ Himself “bore up our sins in His body on the tree”—v. 24:
1 Pet 2:24

1.

Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having died to
sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.

The word tree in 1 Peter 2:24 is the cross made of wood, a Roman instrument of
capital punishment used for the execution of malefactors, as prophesied in
Deuteronomy 21:23; elsewhere in the New Testament the cross is called a tree—Acts
5:30; 10:39; 13:29.
1 Pet 2:24
Deut 21:23

Acts 5:30
Acts 10:39
Acts 13:29

2.

When Christ was on the cross, God took all our sins and put them on the Lamb of
God—Isa. 53:6; John 1:29.
Isa 53:6
John 1:29

3.

Isa 53:5

Isa 53:11

So Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear
a second time to those who eagerly await Him, apart from sin, unto salvation.
But He was wounded because of our transgressions; / He was crushed
because of our iniquities; / The chastening for our peace was upon Him, / And
by His stripes we have been healed.
He will see the fruit of the travail of His soul, / And He will be satisfied; / By the
knowledge of Him, the righteous One, My Servant, will make the / many
righteous, / And He will bear their iniquities.

In the death of Christ we have died to sins so that we might live to righteousness—
Rom. 6:8, 10-11, 18; 1 Pet. 2:24.
Rom 6:8
Rom 6:10
Rom 6:11
Rom 6:18
1 Pet 2:24

C.

We all like sheep have gone astray; / Each of us has turned to his own way, /
And Jehovah has caused the iniquity of us all / To fall on Him.
The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!

Christ died once to bear our sins, and He suffered the judgment for us on the cross—
Heb. 9:28; Isa. 53:5, 11.
Heb 9:28

4.

Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having
died to sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.
His corpse shall not remain overnight on the tree, but you must bury him on
that day. For he who is hanged is accursed of God, and you shall not defile
your land, which Jehovah your God gives you as an inheritance.
The God of our fathers has raised Jesus, whom you slew by hanging Him on a
tree.
And we are witnesses of all the things which He did, both in the land of the
Jews and in Jerusalem; whom also they did away with by hanging Him on a tree.
And when they had accomplished all that was written concerning Him, they
took Him down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb.

Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him,
For the death which He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life which He
lives, He lives to God.
So also you, reckon yourselves to be dead to sin, but living to God in Christ
Jesus.
And having been freed from sin, you were enslaved to righteousness.
Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having
died to sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.

When Christ bore our sins, He also took our curse—John 1:29; Gal. 3:13:
John 1:29
Gal 3:13

The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world!
Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse on our
behalf; because it is written, "Cursed is everyone hanging on a tree";
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1.

The crown of thorns indicates this; since thorns are a sign of the curse, Christ’s
wearing a crown of thorns indicates that He took our curse on the cross—John 19:2, 5.
John 19:2
John 19:5

2.

Because Christ was cursed in our place, the demand of the law was fulfilled, and He
could redeem us out of the curse of the law—Gal. 3:10.
Gal 3:10

3.

Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse on
our behalf; because it is written, "Cursed is everyone hanging on a tree";

The curse that came in through Adam’s fall has been dealt with by Christ’s redemption—
v. 13.
Gal 3:13

D.

For as many as are of the works of law are under a curse; for it is written,
"Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all the things written in the book
of the law to do them."

Whereas the law condemns us and makes the curse official, Christ through His
crucifixion has redeemed us out of the curse of the law—v. 13.
Gal 3:13

4.

And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and they threw
a purple garment around Him.
Then Jesus came out, wearing the thorny crown and the purple garment. And
he said to them, Behold, the man!

Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse on
our behalf; because it is written, "Cursed is everyone hanging on a tree";

Not only did Christ redeem us out of the curse; He even became a curse on our behalf; this
indicates that He was absolutely abandoned by God—v. 13; Mark 15:33-34:
Gal 3:13
Mark 15:33
Mark 15:34

Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse on our
behalf; because it is written, "Cursed is everyone hanging on a tree";
And when the sixth hour came, darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour.
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?
which is interpreted, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

1.

The Lord Jesus was judged by God for the accomplishment of redemption, and God
counted Him as our suffering Substitute for sin—Isa. 53:10a.

2.

Our sin and sins and all negative things were dealt with on the cross, and God forsook
the Slave-Savior because of our sin—Mark 15:33-34:

Isa 53:10a

Mark 15:33
Mark 15:34

a.

But Jehovah was pleased to crush Him, to afflict Him with grief. …

And when the sixth hour came, darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour.
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?
which is interpreted, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

God forsook Christ on the cross because He took the place of sinners, bearing
our sins and being made sin for us—1 Pet. 3:18; 2:24; Isa. 53:6; 2 Cor. 5:21.
1 Pet 3:18

1 Pet 2:24

Isa 53:6
2 Cor 5:21

b.

In the sight of God, Christ became a great sinner, and God judged Him as our
Substitute for our sins—John 3:14; Rom. 8:3.
John 3:14
Rom 8:3

c.

For Christ also has suffered once for sins, the Righteous on behalf of the
unrighteous, that He might bring you to God, on the one hand being put
to death in the flesh, but on the other, made alive in the spirit;
Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we,
having died to sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you
were healed.
We all like sheep have gone astray; / Each of us has turned to his own
way, / And Jehovah has caused the iniquity of us all / To fall on Him.
Him who did not know sin He made sin on our behalf that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up,
For that which the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh,
God, sending His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and
concerning sin, condemned sin in the flesh,

Christ was our Substitute and was even sin in the sight of God; therefore, God
judged Him and even forsook Him.
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3.

Because Christ bore our sins and was made sin for us, God, in judging Him as our
Substitute, forsook Him economically—Mark 15:33-34:
Mark 15:33
Mark 15:34

a.

And when the sixth hour came, darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth
hour.
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?
which is interpreted, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

The Lord Jesus was born of the begetting Spirit as the divine essence, who
never left Him essentially—Luke 1:35.
Luke 1:35

b.

And the angel answered and said to her, The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore also
the holy thing which is born will be called the Son of God.

When the Lord Jesus, the God-man, died on the cross under God’s judgment,
He had God within Him essentially as His divine being; nevertheless, He was
forsaken by the righteous and judging God economically—Matt. 1:18, 20;
27:46:
Matt 1:18

Matt 1:20

Matt 27:46

1)

Now the origin of Jesus Christ was in this way: His mother, Mary, after
she had been engaged to Joseph, before they came together, was found
to be with child of the Holy Spirit.
But while he pondered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary your wife, for that which has been begotten in her is
of the Holy Spirit.
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli,
lama sabachthani? that is, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

Because the Lord Jesus was conceived of the Holy Spirit and was born of
God and with God, He had the Holy Spirit as the intrinsic essence of His
divine being; thus, it was not possible for God to forsake Him
essentially—1:18, 20.
Matt 1:18

Matt 1:20

2)

Christ was forsaken by God economically when the Spirit, who had
descended upon Him as the economical power for the carrying out of His
ministry (3:16), left Him; however, the essence of God remained in His
being, and He therefore died on the cross as the God-man—1 John 1:7.
Matt 3:16

1 John 1:7

E.

Now the origin of Jesus Christ was in this way: His mother, Mary,
after she had been engaged to Joseph, before they came together,
was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit.
But while he pondered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of David, do not
be afraid to take Mary your wife, for that which has been begotten
in her is of the Holy Spirit.

And having been baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the
water, and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming upon Him.
But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from
every sin.

In His humanity as the seed of Abraham, Christ was crucified and became a curse on our
behalf to redeem us out of the curse of the law—Gal. 3:13, 29:
Gal 3:13
Gal 3:29

1.

Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse on our
behalf; because it is written, "Cursed is everyone hanging on a tree";
And if you are of Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, heirs according to promise.

Genesis 22:17-18a and 28:14 are a prophecy that Abraham’s seed would be a great
blessing to all mankind, for all nations would be blessed through his seed.
Gen 22:17

I will surely bless you and will greatly multiply your seed like the stars of the
heavens and like the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall
possess the gate of his enemies.
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Gen 22:18a
Gen 28:14

2.

Christ, the seed of Abraham, has brought God to us and us to God for our enjoyment
of God’s blessing—Gal. 3:8-12, 16.
Gal 3:8

Gal 3:9
Gal 3:10

Gal 3:11
Gal 3:12
Gal 3:16

3.

And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, …
And your seed will be as the dust of the earth, and you will spread abroad to
the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and in
your seed will all the families of the earth be blessed.

And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles out of faith,
announced the gospel beforehand to Abraham: "In you shall all the nations be
blessed."
So then they who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.
For as many as are of the works of law are under a curse; for it is written,
"Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all the things written in the book
of the law to do them."
And that by law no one is justified before God is evident because, "The
righteous one shall have life and live by faith";
But the law is not of faith, yet, "He who does them shall live because of them."
But to Abraham were the promises spoken and to his seed. He does not say,
And to the seeds, as concerning many, but as concerning one: "And to your
seed," who is Christ.

The promise given to Abraham was that God Himself would come to be the seed of
Abraham, and this seed would be a blessing to all the nations by becoming the allinclusive Spirit for mankind to receive—v. 14; 1 Cor. 15:45b.
Gal 3:14

In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ
Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.

V. As the seed of Abraham, Christ was made a curse for us “in order that the
blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we
might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith”—Gal. 3:14:
A.

The blessing of Abraham is the blessing promised by God to him for all the nations of the
earth—Gen. 12:3.
Gen 12:3

B.

This promise was fulfilled and this blessing has come to the nations in Christ through His
redemption by the cross—Gal. 3:1, 13-14.
Gal 3:1
Gal 3:13
Gal 3:14

C.

And I will bless those who bless you, / And him who curses you I will curse; / And in
you all the families of the earth will be blessed.

O foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was
openly portrayed crucified?
Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse on our
behalf; because it is written, "Cursed is everyone hanging on a tree";
In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that
we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

The context of Galatians 3:14 indicates that the Spirit is the blessing that God promised to
Abraham for all the nations and that has been received by the believers through faith in
Christ—vv. 2, 5:
Gal 3:14
Gal 3:2
Gal 3:5

1.

In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that
we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
This only I wish to learn from you, Did you receive the Spirit out of the works of law or
out of the hearing of faith?
He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit and does works of power
among you, does He do it out of the works of law or out of the hearing of faith?

The physical aspect of the blessing that God promised to Abraham was the good land,
which was a type of the all-inclusive Christ—Gen. 12:7; 13:15; 17:8; 26:3-4; Col.
1:12.
Gen 12:7

And Jehovah appeared to Abram and said, To your seed I will give this land.
And there he built an altar to Jehovah who had appeared to him.
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Gen 13:15
Gen 17:8
Gen 26:3

Gen 26:4
Col 1:12

2.

The Spirit is the compound Spirit, who is God Himself processed in His Trinity
through incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, and descension for us to
receive as our life and our everything—Phil. 1:19.
Phil 1:19

3.

2 Cor 3:17

In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ
Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

In the new heaven and the new earth in the New Jerusalem, we will enjoy the
processed Triune God, who is the all-inclusive, consummated, life-giving Spirit—
Rev. 22:1; John 7:37-39.
Rev 22:1
John 7:37
John 7:38
John 7:39

6.

So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living soul"; the last Adam
became a life-giving Spirit.
And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.

Our spiritual blessing for eternity will be to inherit the Spirit, the consummation of
the processed Triune God as our inheritance—Gal. 3:14.
Gal 3:14

5.

For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and
the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

Since Christ is realized as the all-inclusive life-giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45; 2 Cor.
3:17), the blessing of the promised Spirit equals the blessing of the good land;
actually, the Spirit as the realization of Christ in our experience is the good land.
1 Cor 15:45

4.

For all the land that you see I will give to you and to your seed forever.
And I will give to you and to your seed after you the land of your sojournings, all
the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.
Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you; for to you and to
your seed I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath which I swore
to Abraham your father.
And I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven and will give to your seed
all these lands; and in your seed all the nations of the earth will be blessed,
Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted
portion of the saints in the light;

And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of
the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.
Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out,
saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.
He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall
flow rivers of living water.
But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were
about to receive; for the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been
glorified.

Today our Christian life is a life of receiving the Spirit through faith—Gal. 3:2, 5, 14.
Gal 3:2
Gal 3:5
Gal 3:14

This only I wish to learn from you, Did you receive the Spirit out of the works of
law or out of the hearing of faith?
He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit and does works of power
among you, does He do it out of the works of law or out of the hearing of faith?
In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ
Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Study Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Show the relationship between sin, the curse, and the law.
When Christ redeemed us, what were we redeemed from? Why is this redemption legitimate?
What is the intrinsic significance of Christ, having become a curse on our behalf, redeeming
us out of the curse of the law?
Describe how the Lord Jesus died on the cross under God’s judgment as a God-man.
Explain how Christ as the seed of Abraham, being made a curse for us, brings us the
blessing of Abraham so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
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Message Nine
Enjoying Christ with God on the Ground of Oneness
MC Hymns: 864, 1339

Scripture Reading: Deut. 12:5, 8, 11, 13-14, 17-18, 21, 26-27;
Psa. 48:2, 11-12; 80:17-19
Deut 12:5
Deut 12:8
Deut 12:11

Deut 12:13
Deut 12:14
Deut 12:17

Deut 12:18

Deut 12:21

Deut 12:26
Deut 12:27

Psa 48:2
Psa 48:11
Psa 48:12
Psa 80:17
Psa 80:18
Psa 80:19

I.

But to the place which Jehovah your God will choose out of all your tribes to put His name, to His
habitation, shall you seek, and there shall you go.
You shall not do according to all that we do here today, each man doing all that is right in his own
eyes;
Then to the place where Jehovah your God will choose to cause His name to dwell, there you
shall bring all that I am commanding you, your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and
the heave offering of your hand and all your choice vows which you vow to Jehovah.
Be careful that you do not offer up your burnt offerings in every place that you see;
But in the place which Jehovah will choose in one of your tribes, there you shall offer up your
burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I am commanding you.
You may not eat within your gates the tithe of your grain or of your new wine or of your fresh oil,
nor the firstborn of your herd or of your flock, or any of your vows which you vow or of your
freewill offerings or of the heave offering of your hand;
But you shall eat them before Jehovah your God in the place which Jehovah your God will
choose, you and your son and daughter, and your male servant and female servant, and the Levite
who is within your gates; and you shall rejoice before Jehovah your God in all your undertakings.
If the place where Jehovah your God will choose to put His name is too far away from you, you
may slaughter from your herd and from your flock, which Jehovah has given you, as I have
commanded you; and you may eat within your gates according to all that your soul desires;
But you shall take your holy things which you have and your vows, and go to the place which
Jehovah will choose;
And you shall offer your burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, upon the altar of Jehovah your
God; and the blood of your sacrifices shall be poured out upon the altar of Jehovah your God, and
you shall eat the flesh.
Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, / The
city of the great King.
Let Mount Zion rejoice; / Let the daughters of Judah exult / Because of Your judgments.
Walk about Zion, and go around her; / Count her towers.
Let Your hand be upon the man of Your right hand, / Upon the son of man whom You have
strengthened for Yourself;
Then we will not turn back from You. / Revive us, and we will call upon Your name.
O Jehovah God of hosts, restore us; / Cause Your face to shine, and we will be saved.

Deuteronomy 12 reveals the enjoyment of Christ with God at the unique place
of God’s choice for the keeping of the oneness of God’s people—vv. 5-8, 11-14,
17-18, 21, 26-27; 14:22-23; 16:16; cf. 1 Cor. 10:6, 11; Rom. 15:4:
Deut 12
Deut 12:5
Deut 12:6

Deut 12:7
Deut 12:8
Deut 12:11

Deut 12:12

be omitted.
But to the place which Jehovah your God will choose out of all your tribes to put His name,
to His habitation, shall you seek, and there shall you go.
And there you shall bring your burnt offerings and your sacrifices and your tithes and the
heave offering of your hand and your vows and your freewill offerings and the firstborn of
your herd and of your flock;
And there you shall eat before Jehovah your God, and you and your households shall
rejoice in all your undertakings, in which Jehovah your God has blessed you.
You shall not do according to all that we do here today, each man doing all that is right in
his own eyes;
Then to the place where Jehovah your God will choose to cause His name to dwell, there
you shall bring all that I am commanding you, your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your
tithes and the heave offering of your hand and all your choice vows which you vow to Jehovah.
And you shall rejoice before Jehovah your God, you and your sons and daughters, and
your male servants and female servants, and the Levite who is within your gates, for he has
no portion nor inheritance with you.
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Deut 12:13
Deut 12:14
Deut 12:17

Deut 12:18

Deut 12:21

Deut 12:26
Deut 12:27

Deut 14:22
Deut 14:23

Deut 16:16

1 Cor 10:6
1 Cor 10:11
Rom 15:4

A.

Be careful that you do not offer up your burnt offerings in every place that you see;
But in the place which Jehovah will choose in one of your tribes, there you shall offer up
your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I am commanding you.
You may not eat within your gates the tithe of your grain or of your new wine or of your
fresh oil, nor the firstborn of your herd or of your flock, or any of your vows which you vow
or of your freewill offerings or of the heave offering of your hand;
But you shall eat them before Jehovah your God in the place which Jehovah your God will
choose, you and your son and daughter, and your male servant and female servant, and
the Levite who is within your gates; and you shall rejoice before Jehovah your God in all
your undertakings.
If the place where Jehovah your God will choose to put His name is too far away from you,
you may slaughter from your herd and from your flock, which Jehovah has given you, as I
have commanded you; and you may eat within your gates according to all that your soul
desires;
But you shall take your holy things which you have and your vows, and go to the place
which Jehovah will choose;
And you shall offer your burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, upon the altar of Jehovah
your God; and the blood of your sacrifices shall be poured out upon the altar of Jehovah
your God, and you shall eat the flesh.
You must give a tenth of all the produce of your seed, which the field brings forth, year by
year.
And you shall eat before Jehovah your God, in the place where He will choose to cause His
name to dwell, the tithe of your grain, of your new wine, and of your fresh oil and the
firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear Jehovah your God always.
Three times a year all your males shall appear before Jehovah your God in the place which
He will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast
of Tabernacles. And they shall not appear before Jehovah empty-handed;
Now these things occurred as examples to us, that we should not be ones who lust after
evil things, even as they also lusted.
Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our
admonition, unto whom the ends of the ages have come.
For the things that were written previously were written for our instruction, in order that
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

The children of Israel were not allowed to worship God and enjoy the offerings they
presented to God in the place of their choice (Deut. 12:8, 13, 17); they were to worship
God in the place of His choice, the place where His name, His habitation, and His altar
were (vv. 5-6), by bringing their tithes, offerings, and sacrifices to Him there (vv. 5, 11, 14,
18, 21, 26-27; 14:22-23; 15:19-20; 16:16).
Deut 12:8
Deut 12:13
Deut 12:17

Deut 12:5
Deut 12:6

Deut 12:11

Deut 12:14
Deut 12:18

You shall not do according to all that we do here today, each man doing all that is
right in his own eyes;
Be careful that you do not offer up your burnt offerings in every place that you see;
You may not eat within your gates the tithe of your grain or of your new wine or of
your fresh oil, nor the firstborn of your herd or of your flock, or any of your vows which
you vow or of your freewill offerings or of the heave offering of your hand;
But to the place which Jehovah your God will choose out of all your tribes to put His
name, to His habitation, shall you seek, and there shall you go.
And there you shall bring your burnt offerings and your sacrifices and your tithes and
the heave offering of your hand and your vows and your freewill offerings and the
firstborn of your herd and of your flock;
Then to the place where Jehovah your God will choose to cause His name to dwell,
there you shall bring all that I am commanding you, your burnt offerings and your
sacrifices, your tithes and the heave offering of your hand and all your choice vows
which you vow to Jehovah.
But in the place which Jehovah will choose in one of your tribes, there you shall offer
up your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I am commanding you.
But you shall eat them before Jehovah your God in the place which Jehovah your
God will choose, you and your son and daughter, and your male servant and female
servant, and the Levite who is within your gates; and you shall rejoice before Jehovah
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Deut 12:21

Deut 12:26
Deut 12:27

Deut 14:22
Deut 14:23

Deut 15:19

Deut 15:20
Deut 16:16

B.

The place of God’s unique choice for His worship in Deuteronomy 12 signifies our
meeting on the ground of locality for the expression of the one Body in practicality
(signified by Jerusalem) and for the reality of the one Body in actuality (signified by Zion
within Jerusalem)—Psa. 48:2; 50:2; Rev. 1:11; 2:7.
Deut 12
Psa 48:2
Psa 50:2
Rev 1:11

Rev 2:7

C.

your God in all your undertakings.
If the place where Jehovah your God will choose to put His name is too far away from
you, you may slaughter from your herd and from your flock, which Jehovah has given
you, as I have commanded you; and you may eat within your gates according to all
that your soul desires;
But you shall take your holy things which you have and your vows, and go to the
place which Jehovah will choose;
And you shall offer your burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, upon the altar of
Jehovah your God; and the blood of your sacrifices shall be poured out upon the altar
of Jehovah your God, and you shall eat the flesh.
You must give a tenth of all the produce of your seed, which the field brings forth,
year by year.
And you shall eat before Jehovah your God, in the place where He will choose to
cause His name to dwell, the tithe of your grain, of your new wine, and of your fresh
oil and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear Jehovah your
God always.
All firstborn males that are brought forth in your herd and in your flock you shall
sanctify to Jehovah your God; you shall not do work with your firstborn ox, nor shall
you shear your firstborn sheep.
You and your household shall eat it before Jehovah your God year by year in the
place which Jehovah will choose.
Three times a year all your males shall appear before Jehovah your God in the place
which He will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and
at the Feast of Tabernacles. And they shall not appear before Jehovah empty-handed;

be omitted.
Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the
north, / The city of the great King.
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, / God shines forth.
Saying, What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus
and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia
and to Laodicea.
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.

The revelation in the New Testament concerning the worship of God corresponds to the
revelation in Deuteronomy 12 in the following ways:
Deut 12

1.

be omitted.

The people of God should always be one; there should be no divisions among them—
Psa. 133; John 17:11, 21-23; 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph. 4:3.
Psa 133:1
Psa 133:2
Psa 133:3
John 17:11

John 17:21
John 17:22
John 17:23

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is / For brothers to dwell in unity!
It is like the fine oil upon the head / That ran down upon the beard, / Upon
Aaron's beard, / That ran down upon the hem of his garments;
Like the dew of Hermon / That came down upon the mountains of Zion. / For
there Jehovah commanded the blessing: / Life forever.
And I am no longer in the world; yet they are in the world, and I am coming to
You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, which You have given to Me, that
they may be one even as We are.
That they all may be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that
they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that You have sent Me.
And the glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be
one, even as We are one;
I in them, and You in Me, that they may be perfected into one, that the world
may know that You have sent Me and have loved them even as You have
loved Me.
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1 Cor 1:10

Eph 4:3

2.

The unique name into which God’s people should gather is the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the reality of which name is the Spirit; to be designated by any other
name is to be denominated, divided; this is spiritual fornication—Matt. 18:20; 1 Cor.
1:12; 12:3; Rev. 3:8.
Matt 18:20
1 Cor 1:12
1 Cor 12:3
Rev 3:8

3.

John 4:22
John 4:23
John 4:24
1 Cor 14:15

In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.
Jesus said to her, Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.
You worship that which you do not know; we worship that which we know, for
salvation is of the Jews.
But an hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will worship the
Father in spirit and truthfulness, for the Father also seeks such to worship Him.
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness.
What then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray also with the mind; I will
sing with the spirit, and I will sing also with the mind.

In our worship of God we must have the genuine application of the cross of Christ,
signified by the altar, by rejecting the flesh, the self, and the natural life and
worshipping God with Christ and Christ alone—Psa. 43:4a; Matt. 16:24; Gal. 2:20.
Psa 43:4a
Matt 16:24
Gal 2:20

5.

For where there are two or three gathered into My name, there am I in their midst.
Now I mean this, that each of you says, I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of
Cephas, and I of Christ.
Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking in the Spirit of God says,
Jesus is accursed; and no one can say, Jesus is Lord! except in the Holy Spirit.
I know your works; behold, I have put before you an opened door which no one
can shut, because you have a little power and have kept My word and have not
denied My name.

In the New Testament God’s habitation, His dwelling place, is particularly located in
our mingled spirit, our human spirit regenerated and indwelt by the divine Spirit; in
our meeting for the worship of God, we must exercise our spirit and do everything in
our spirit—Eph. 2:22; John 4:21-24; 1 Cor. 14:15.
Eph 2:22
John 4:21

4.

Now I beseech you, brothers, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
you all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be attuned in the same mind and in the same opinion.
Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace:

And I will go to the altar of God, / To God my exceeding joy; …
Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

The place that God has chosen for His worship is a place full of the enjoyment of the
riches of Christ and a place full of rejoicing—Deut. 12:7, 12, 18; 14:23; Eph. 3:8;
Phil. 4:4; 1 Cor. 14:3, 4b, 26, 31.
Deut 12:7

Deut 12:12

Deut 12:18

Deut 14:23

And there you shall eat before Jehovah your God, and you and your
households shall rejoice in all your undertakings, in which Jehovah your God
has blessed you.
And you shall rejoice before Jehovah your God, you and your sons and
daughters, and your male servants and female servants, and the Levite who is
within your gates, for he has no portion nor inheritance with you.
But you shall eat them before Jehovah your God in the place which Jehovah
your God will choose, you and your son and daughter, and your male servant
and female servant, and the Levite who is within your gates; and you shall
rejoice before Jehovah your God in all your undertakings.
And you shall eat before Jehovah your God, in the place where He will choose
to cause His name to dwell, the tithe of your grain, of your new wine, and of
your fresh oil and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear
Jehovah your God always.
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Eph 3:8
Phil 4:4
1 Cor 14:3
1 Cor 14:4b
1 Cor 14:26

1 Cor 14:31

D.

To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.
But he who prophesies speaks building up and encouragement and consolation
to men.
…but he who prophesies builds up the church.
What then, brothers? Whenever you come together, each one has a psalm,
has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all
things be done for building up.
For you can all prophesy one by one that all may learn and all may be encouraged.

Wherever we may be, we should be gathered into the Lord’s name, in our spirit, and with
the cross; if we all do this, we all will meet in the same place, although we meet in different
localities; this one place is the ground of the unique oneness—Deut. 12:5-6; Jer. 32:39:
Deut 12:5
Deut 12:6

Jer 32:39

1.

But to the place which Jehovah your God will choose out of all your tribes to put His
name, to His habitation, shall you seek, and there shall you go.
And there you shall bring your burnt offerings and your sacrifices and your tithes and
the heave offering of your hand and your vows and your freewill offerings and the
firstborn of your herd and of your flock;
And I will give them one heart and one way, to fear Me all the days, for their own
good and for the good of their children after them.

Apparently, we are divided by geography, for we meet in separate cities all over the
world on the scriptural ground of locality—the practice of having one church for one
city, one city with only one church—Acts 8:1; 13:1; Rev. 1:11.
Acts 8:1

Acts 13:1

Rev 1:11

2.

And Saul approved of his killing. And there occurred in that day a great
persecution against the church which was in Jerusalem; and all were scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.
Now there were in Antioch, in the local church, prophets and teachers:
Barnabas and Simeon, who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and
Manaen, the foster brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.
Saying, What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to
Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to
Philadelphia and to Laodicea.

Actually, in spite of geographical separation, we all meet in the same place—in the
name of the Lord Jesus, in our mingled spirit, and with the cross; this is the oneness,
and this is the ground for the proper worship of God:
a.
Many Christians are divided by their preferences; in the Lord’s recovery we
must not be for our preference but for the Lord’s presence as the Spirit of
reality, the reality of His name—Matt. 18:20; 1 Cor. 1:10; Exo. 33:14.
Matt 18:20
1 Cor 1:10

Exo 33:14

b.

For where there are two or three gathered into My name, there am I in
their midst.
Now I beseech you, brothers, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that you all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among
you, but that you be attuned in the same mind and in the same opinion.
And He said, My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest.

The fulfillment of the type in Deuteronomy 12 is not a matter of a geographical
place but a matter of our spirit—John 4:21-24.
Deut 12
John 4:21
John 4:22
John 4:23

John 4:24

be omitted.
Jesus said to her, Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither
in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.
You worship that which you do not know; we worship that which we
know, for salvation is of the Jews.
But an hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will
worship the Father in spirit and truthfulness, for the Father also seeks
such to worship Him.
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truthfulness.
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c.

At the entrance of the church there is the cross, and in order to meet as the
church, we must experience the cross for the crucifying of the self, for the
overthrowing of “reasonings and every high thing rising up against the
knowledge of God” (2 Cor. 10:5), and for the exalting of Christ alone so that He
may be all and in all for God’s expression and the unique testimony of
oneness—Matt. 16:24; 1 Cor. 2:2; 2 Cor. 10:3-5; Col. 1:10, 18b; 3:10-11.
Matt 16:24
1 Cor 2:2
2 Cor 10:3
2 Cor 10:4
2 Cor 10:5

Col 1:10
Col 1:18b
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
For I did not determine to know anything among you except Jesus Christ,
and this One crucified.
For though we walk in flesh, we do not war according to flesh;
For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly but powerful before God
for the overthrowing of strongholds,
As we overthrow reasonings and every high thing rising up against the
knowledge of God, and take captive every thought unto the obedience of
Christ.
To walk worthily of the Lord to please Him in all things, bearing fruit in
every good work and growing by the full knowledge of God,
… He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself
might have the first place in all things;
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full
knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

II. The unique ground of Jerusalem, the place where the temple as God’s
dwelling place was built on Mount Zion, typifies the unique ground of God’s
choice, the ground of oneness—Deut. 12:5; 2 Chron. 6:5-6; Ezra 1:2-3:
Deut 12:5
2 Chron 6:5

2 Chron 6:6
Ezra 1:2

Ezra 1:3

A.

But to the place which Jehovah your God will choose out of all your tribes to put His name,
to His habitation, shall you seek, and there shall you go.
Since the day when I brought My people out from the land of Egypt, I have not chosen a
city out of all the tribes of Israel to build a house for My name that it might be there; nor did I
choose a man to be a ruler over My people Israel;
But I have chosen Jerusalem that My name might be there, and I have chosen David to be
over My people Israel.
Thus says Cyrus the king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth has Jehovah the God of
heaven given to me; and He has charged me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in
Judah.
Whoever there is among you of all His people, may his God be with him; and let him go up
to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and let him build the house of Jehovah the God of IsraelHe is God-who is in Jerusalem.

In the ancient time all the Israelites came together three times a year at Jerusalem; it was by
this unique place of worship to God, Jerusalem, that the oneness of His people was kept for
generations—Deut. 12:5; 16:16.
Deut 12:5
Deut 16:16

B.

But to the place which Jehovah your God will choose out of all your tribes to put His
name, to His habitation, shall you seek, and there shall you go.
Three times a year all your males shall appear before Jehovah your God in the place
which He will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of Weeks, and
at the Feast of Tabernacles. And they shall not appear before Jehovah emptyhanded;

In the New Testament the proper ground of oneness ordained by God is the unique ground
of one church for one locality—Rev. 1:11:
Rev 1:11

1.

Saying, What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus
and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia
and to Laodicea.

The church is constituted of the universal God, but it exists on earth in many
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localities; in nature the church is universal in God, but in practice the church is local
in a definite place, such as “the church of God which is in Corinth”—1 Cor. 1:2:
1 Cor 1:2

To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in
Christ Jesus, the called saints, with all those who call upon the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ in every place, who is theirs and ours:

a.

2.

The church of God means that the church is not only possessed by God but has
God as its nature and essence, which are divine, general, universal, and
eternal—v. 2a.
b.
The church…which is in Corinth refers to a church in a city, remaining in a
definite locality and taking it as its standing, ground, and jurisdiction for its
administration in business affairs, which is physical, particular, local, and
temporal in time—v. 2b.
Without the universal aspect, the church is void of content; without the local aspect, it
is impossible for the church to have any expression and practice; the record
concerning the establishment of the church in its locality is consistent throughout the
New Testament—Acts 8:1; 13:1; 14:23; Rom. 16:1; 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 8:1; Gal. 1:2;
Rev. 1:4, 11.
Acts 8:1

Acts 13:1

Acts 14:23

Rom 16:1
1 Cor 1:2

2 Cor 8:1
Gal 1:2
Rev 1:4

Rev 1:11

And Saul approved of his killing. And there occurred in that day a great
persecution against the church which was in Jerusalem; and all were scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.
Now there were in Antioch, in the local church, prophets and teachers:
Barnabas and Simeon, who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and
Manaen, the foster brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.
And when they had appointed elders for them in every church and had
prayed with fastings, they committed them to the Lord into whom they had
believed.
I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a deaconess of the church which
is in Cenchrea,
To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in
Christ Jesus, the called saints, with all those who call upon the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ in every place, who is theirs and ours:
Furthermore we make known to you, brothers, the grace of God which has
been given in the churches of Macedonia,
And all the brothers who are with me, to the churches of Galatia:
John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from
Him who is and who was and who is coming, and from the seven Spirits who
are before His throne,
Saying, What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to
Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to
Philadelphia and to Laodicea.

III. The church life on the ground of oneness is today’s Jerusalem; within the
church life there must be a group of overcomers, and these overcomers are
today’s Zion—Psa. 48:2, 11-12:
Psa 48:2
Psa 48:11
Psa 48:12

A.

Beautiful in elevation, / The joy of the whole earth, / Is Mount Zion, the sides of the north, /
The city of the great King.
Let Mount Zion rejoice; / Let the daughters of Judah exult / Because of Your judgments.
Walk about Zion, and go around her; / Count her towers.

As the highlight and beauty of the holy city Jerusalem, Zion typifies the overcomers as the
high peak, the center, the uplifting, the strengthening, the enriching, the beauty, and the
reality of the church—20:2; 53:6a; 87:2.
Psa 20:2
Psa 53:6a
Psa 87:2

May He send you help from the sanctuary / And support you from Zion.
Oh that the salvation of Israel might come forth from Zion!
Jehovah loves the gates of Zion / More than all the dwellings of Jacob.
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B.

The overcomers as Zion are the reality of the Body of Christ and consummate the building
up of the Body in the local churches to bring in the consummated holy city, New
Jerusalem, the Holy of Holies as God’s dwelling place, in eternity—Rev. 21:1-3, 16, 22.
Rev 21:1
Rev 21:2
Rev 21:3

Rev 21:16

Rev 21:22

C.

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth
passed away, and the sea is no more.
And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and He will tabernacle with them, and they will be His peoples, and God
Himself will be with them and be their God.
And the city lies square, and its length is as great as the breadth. And he measured
the city with the reed to a length of twelve thousand stadia; the length and the
breadth and the height of it are equal.
And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

The church life is the right place for us to be an overcomer, but this does not mean that as
long as we are in the church life, we are an overcomer; it is one thing to be in the church
life, but it is another thing to be an overcomer—2:7, 11, 17, 26-28; 3:5, 12, 20-21.
Rev 2:7
Rev 2:11
Rev 2:17

Rev 2:26
Rev 2:27
Rev 2:28
Rev 3:5

Rev 3:12

Rev 3:20
Rev 3:21

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who
overcomes shall by no means be hurt of the second death.
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, to him I will give of the hidden manna, and to him I will give a white
stone, and upon the stone a new name written, which no one knows except he who
receives it.
And he who overcomes and he who keeps My works until the end, to him I will give
authority over the nations;
And he will shepherd them with an iron rod, as vessels of pottery are broken in
pieces, as I also have received from My Father;
And to him I will give the morning star.
He who overcomes will be clothed thus, in white garments, and I shall by no means
erase his name out of the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father
and before His angels.
He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall by
no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name of My God and the
name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from
My God, and My new name.
Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door,
then I will come in to him and dine with him and he with Me.
He who overcomes, to him I will give to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame
and sat with My Father on His throne.

IV. In order to be today’s overcomers, we must enjoy Christ with God on the
ground of oneness for the exhibition of Christ, the building of the church, and
the preparation of Christ’s bride—Matt. 16:18; Rev. 19:7:
Matt 16:18
Rev 19:7

A.

And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church, and the
gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has
come, and His wife has made herself ready.

The children of Israel could enjoy the rich produce of the good land in two ways:
1.
The common, private way was to enjoy it as a common portion at any time, in any
place, and with anyone—Deut. 12:15.
Deut 12:15

Yet you may slaughter and eat meat within all your gates, in all that your soul
desires, according to the blessing of Jehovah your God which He has given
you; the unclean and the clean may eat it as the gazelle and the deer are
eaten.
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2.

The special, corporate way was to enjoy the top portion, the firstfruits and the
firstlings, with all the Israelites at the appointed feasts and in the unique place chosen
by God—vv. 5, 8, 11, 13-14, 17-18, 21, 26-27; 14:22-23; 15:19-20; 16:16-17.
Deut 12:5
Deut 12:8
Deut 12:11

Deut 12:13
Deut 12:14
Deut 12:17

Deut 12:18

Deut 12:21

Deut 12:26
Deut 12:27

Deut 14:22
Deut 14:23

Deut 15:19

Deut 15:20
Deut 16:16

Deut 16:17

B.

But to the place which Jehovah your God will choose out of all your tribes to
put His name, to His habitation, shall you seek, and there shall you go.
You shall not do according to all that we do here today, each man doing all that
is right in his own eyes;
Then to the place where Jehovah your God will choose to cause His name to
dwell, there you shall bring all that I am commanding you, your burnt offerings
and your sacrifices, your tithes and the heave offering of your hand and all your
choice vows which you vow to Jehovah.
Be careful that you do not offer up your burnt offerings in every place that you
see;
But in the place which Jehovah will choose in one of your tribes, there you shall
offer up your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I am commanding you.
You may not eat within your gates the tithe of your grain or of your new wine or
of your fresh oil, nor the firstborn of your herd or of your flock, or any of your
vows which you vow or of your freewill offerings or of the heave offering of your
hand;
But you shall eat them before Jehovah your God in the place which Jehovah
your God will choose, you and your son and daughter, and your male servant
and female servant, and the Levite who is within your gates; and you shall
rejoice before Jehovah your God in all your undertakings.
If the place where Jehovah your God will choose to put His name is too far
away from you, you may slaughter from your herd and from your flock, which
Jehovah has given you, as I have commanded you; and you may eat within
your gates according to all that your soul desires;
But you shall take your holy things which you have and your vows, and go to
the place which Jehovah will choose;
And you shall offer your burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, upon the altar
of Jehovah your God; and the blood of your sacrifices shall be poured out upon
the altar of Jehovah your God, and you shall eat the flesh.
You must give a tenth of all the produce of your seed, which the field brings
forth, year by year.
And you shall eat before Jehovah your God, in the place where He will choose
to cause His name to dwell, the tithe of your grain, of your new wine, and of
your fresh oil and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear
Jehovah your God always.
All firstborn males that are brought forth in your herd and in your flock you shall
sanctify to Jehovah your God; you shall not do work with your firstborn ox, nor
shall you shear your firstborn sheep.
You and your household shall eat it before Jehovah your God year by year in
the place which Jehovah will choose.
Three times a year all your males shall appear before Jehovah your God in the
place which He will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of
Weeks, and at the Feast of Tabernacles. And they shall not appear before
Jehovah empty-handed;
Each man shall give as he is able to give, according to the blessing of Jehovah
your God, which He has given you.

Likewise, the enjoyment of Christ by His believers is of two aspects:
1.
The common, private aspect is to enjoy Christ as our God-allotted portion at every
time and in every place—Col. 1:12; 1 Cor. 1:2, 9; Eph. 6:18; 1 Thes. 5:16-18; Rom.
10:12-13.
Col 1:12
1 Cor 1:2

Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted
portion of the saints in the light;
To the church of God which is in Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in
Christ Jesus, the called saints, with all those who call upon the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ in every place, who is theirs and ours:
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1 Cor 1:9
Eph 6:18
1 Thes 5:16
1 Thes 5:17
1 Thes 5:18
Rom 10:12
Rom 10:13

2.

The special, corporate aspect is to enjoy the top portion of Christ in the meetings of
the proper church life on the unique ground of oneness, the place chosen by God—1
Cor. 14:3, 4b, 26, 31.
1 Cor 14:3
1 Cor 14:4b
1 Cor 14:26

1 Cor 14:31

C.

God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching
unto this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints,
Always rejoice,
Unceasingly pray,
In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord is Lord of
all and rich to all who call upon Him;
For "whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."

But he who prophesies speaks building up and encouragement and
consolation to men.
… but he who prophesies builds up the church.
What then, brothers? Whenever you come together, each one has a psalm,
has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all
things be done for building up.
For you can all prophesy one by one that all may learn and all may be encouraged.

We need to live a life of laboring upon Christ, a life of enjoying Christ personally so that
we may enjoy Him together collectively for the building up of the Body of Christ as the
house of God for God’s expression and as the kingdom of God for God’s dominion—3:16;
1 Tim. 3:15; Rom. 14:17-18:
1 Cor 3:16
1 Tim 3:15
Rom 14:17
Rom 14:18

1.

Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in
you?
But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.
For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit.
For he who serves Christ in this is well pleasing to God and approved by men.

God’s will is for us to enjoy Christ; we must seek to enjoy Christ and experience Him
in every situation—Heb. 10:5-10; Phil. 3:7-14; 4:5-8.
Heb 10:5
Heb 10:6
Heb 10:7
Heb 10:8
Heb 10:9
Heb 10:10
Phil 3:7
Phil 3:8

Phil 3:9

Phil 3:10
Phil 3:11
Phil 3:12

Therefore, coming into the world, He says, "Sacrifice and offering You did not
desire, but a body You have prepared for Me.
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You did not delight.
Then I said, Behold, I have come (in the roll of the book it is written concerning
Me) to do Your will, O God."
Saying above, "Sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sacrifices for
sin You did not desire nor delight in" (which are offered according to the law),
He then has said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will." He takes away the first
that He may establish the second,
By which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.
But what things were gains to me, these I have counted as loss on account of
Christ.
But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered
the loss of all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ
And be found in Him, not having my own righteousness which is out of the law,
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is out of God
and based on faith,
To know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death,
If perhaps I may attain to the out-resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained or am already perfected, but I pursue, if even I
may lay hold of that for which I also have been laid hold of by Christ Jesus.
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Phil 3:13

Phil 3:14
Phil 4:5
Phil 4:6
Phil 4:7
Phil 4:8

2.

Christ is rich beyond measure, but the church today is groveling in poverty because
the Lord’s children are indolent—Prov. 6:6-11; 24:30-34; 26:14; Matt. 25:26, 30; cf.
1 Cor. 15:58.
Prov 6:6
Prov 6:7
Prov 6:8
Prov 6:9
Prov 6:10
Prov 6:11
Prov 24:30
Prov 24:31
Prov 24:32
Prov 24:33
Prov 24:34
Prov 26:14
Matt 25:26
Matt 25:30
1 Cor 15:58

3.

Go to the ant, you sluggard; / Consider its ways, and be wise,
Which, having no chief, / Officer, or ruler,
Prepares its food in summer / And gathers its sustenance in the harvest.
How long, sluggard, will you lie there? / When will you arise from your sleep?
A little sleep, a little slumber, / A little folding of the hands to rest,
And your poverty will come upon you like a robber, / And your want, like an
armed man.
I passed by the field of the sluggard, / And by the vineyard of the man lacking
sense;
And there it was, all overgrown with thorns; / Its surface was covered with
nettles, / And its stone wall was broken down.
When I looked, I considered it; / I saw it and received instruction:
A little sleep, a little slumber, / A little folding of the hands to rest,
And your poverty will come upon you like a robber, / And your want, like an
armed man.
As the door turns upon its hinges, / So does the sluggard upon his bed.
And his master answered and said to him, Evil and slothful slave, you knew
that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I did not winnow.
And cast out the useless slave into the outer darkness. In that place there will
be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth.
Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

We must labor on Christ, our good land, so that we may reap some produce of His
riches to bring to the church meeting and offer; thus, the meeting will be an exhibition
of Christ in His riches and will be a mutual enjoyment of Christ shared by all the
attendants before God and with God for the building up of the saints and the church—
Col. 2:6-7; 1 Cor. 1:9; 14:3, 31.
Col 2:6
Col 2:7
1 Cor 1:9
1 Cor 14:3
1 Cor 14:31

4.

Brothers, I do not account of myself to have laid hold; but one thing I do:
Forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things
which are before,
I pursue toward the goal for the prize to which God in Christ Jesus has called
me upward.
Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near.
In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;
And the peace of God, which surpasses every man's understanding, will guard
your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.
Finally, brothers, what things are true, what things are dignified, what things are
righteous, what things are pure, what things are lovely, what things are well
spoken of, if there is any virtue and if any praise, take account of these things.

As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in Him,
Having been rooted and being built up in Him, and being established in the
faith even as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
But he who prophesies speaks building up and encouragement and
consolation to men.
For you can all prophesy one by one that all may learn and all may be encouraged.

Whenever we come to the meetings to worship the Lord, we should not come with
our hands empty; we must come with our hands full of the produce of Christ—v. 26;
Deut. 16:15-17.
1 Cor 14:26

What then, brothers? Whenever you come together, each one has a psalm,
has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all
things be done for building up.
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Deut 16:15

Deut 16:16

Deut 16:17

5.

You shall keep the feast to Jehovah your God for seven days in the place
which Jehovah will choose, for Jehovah your God will bless you in all your
produce and in all your undertakings; therefore you shall be nothing but joyful.
Three times a year all your males shall appear before Jehovah your God in the
place which He will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast of
Weeks, and at the Feast of Tabernacles. And they shall not appear before
Jehovah empty-handed;
Each man shall give as he is able to give, according to the blessing of Jehovah
your God, which He has given you.

We meet together to have an exhibition of the Christ upon whom we have labored,
the Christ whom we have experienced and enjoyed—14:22-23.
Deut 14:22
Deut 14:23

You must give a tenth of all the produce of your seed, which the field brings
forth, year by year.
And you shall eat before Jehovah your God, in the place where He will choose
to cause His name to dwell, the tithe of your grain, of your new wine, and of
your fresh oil and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear
Jehovah your God always.

V. In order to be today’s overcomers, we must maintain the ground of oneness,
God’s unique choice, without elevating anything other than Christ; in the
Lord’s recovery we elevate Christ and Christ alone—Col. 1:18b; Rev. 2:4; 2
Cor. 4:5; 10:5:
Col 1:18b
Rev 2:4
2 Cor 4:5
2 Cor 10:5

A.

… He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first
place in all things;
But I have one thing against you, that you have left your first love.
For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your slaves for
Jesus' sake.
As we overthrow reasonings and every high thing rising up against the knowledge of God,
and take captive every thought unto the obedience of Christ.

Before the children of Israel could have the full enjoyment of the riches of the good land,
they had to utterly destroy the heathen places of worship, the idols, and the names of the
idols “on the high mountains and on the hills and under every flourishing tree” (Deut.
12:2); the high mountains and hills signify the exaltation of something other than Christ,
and the flourishing trees signify things that are beautiful and attractive—vv. 1-3, 5; 1 Kings
11:7-8; 12:26-31; Num. 33:52.
Deut 12:1

These are the statutes and the ordinances that you shall be certain to do in the land
which Jehovah, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess, all the days that
you live on the earth.
Deut 12:2
You shall completely destroy all the places where the nations whom you will
dispossess have served their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under
every flourishing tree.
Deut 12:3
And you shall tear down their altars and crush their pillars; and their Asherahs you
shall burn with fire, and the idols of their gods you shall cut down; and you shall
destroy their name from that place.
Deut 12:5
But to the place which Jehovah your God will choose out of all your tribes to put His
name, to His habitation, shall you seek, and there shall you go.
1 Kings 11:7 Then Solomon built a high place to Chemosh the detestable thing of Moab in the
mountain that is before Jerusalem and to Molech the detestable thing of the children
of Ammon.
1 Kings 11:8 And so he did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and offered sacrifices to
their gods.
1 Kings 12:26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now the kingdom will return to the house of David.
1 Kings 12:27 If this people go up to make sacrifices in the house of Jehovah at Jerusalem, the
heart of this people will return to their lord, to Rehoboam the king of Judah; and they
will slay me and return to Rehoboam the king of Judah.
1 Kings 12:28 And the king took counsel and made two calves of gold. And he said to them, It is too

112

much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Behold your gods, O Israel, who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt!
1 Kings 12:29 And he set one in Bethel, and he put the other one in Dan.
1 Kings 12:30 And this thing became a sin; and the people went to worship the one as far as Dan.
1 Kings 12:31 And he made a house of high places and appointed priests from among the people
who were not from the sons of Levi.
Num 33:52 You shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you, and you shall
destroy all their figured stones and destroy all their molten images and demolish all
their high places;

B.

The intrinsic reason for the desolation and degradation of God’s people is that Christ is not
exalted by them; they do not give Him the preeminence, the first place, in everything—Psa.
80:1, 3, 7, 15-19; 74:1.
Psa 80:1
Psa 80:3
Psa 80:7
Psa 80:15
Psa 80:16
Psa 80:17
Psa 80:18
Psa 80:19
Psa 74:1

C.

O Shepherd of Israel, give ear, / You who lead Joseph like a flock; / You who are
enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth.
O God, restore us; / And cause Your face to shine, and we will be saved.
O God of hosts, restore us; / And cause Your face to shine, and we will be saved.
Even the stock which Your right hand has planted / And the son whom You have
strengthened for Yourself.
It is burned with fire; it is cut down; / They perish at the rebuke of Your countenance.
Let Your hand be upon the man of Your right hand, / Upon the son of man whom You
have strengthened for Yourself;
Then we will not turn back from You. / Revive us, and we will call upon Your name.
O Jehovah God of hosts, restore us; / Cause Your face to shine, and we will be
saved.
Why, O God, have You cast us off forever? / Why does Your anger smoke against
the sheep of Your pasture?

The way to be restored from desolation is to exalt Christ; the enjoyment of Christ with God
on the ground of oneness can be maintained and preserved only when Christ is properly
appreciated and exalted by God’s people.

Study Questions
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

How do the four ways of worship revealed in the New Testament correspond with the
revelation in Deuteronomy 12?
How does the unique ground of Jerusalem in the Old Testament typify the proper ground of
oneness (the pattern and practice of one church for one city)?
What are the two aspects of the enjoyment of Christ as the believers’ portion, and how are
they typified by the two ways that the Israelites were commanded to enjoy the produce of
the good land?
How does Deuteronomy 12 reveal our need to live a personal life of laboring upon Christ so
that we can exhibit Him whom we have experienced?
Who are the overcomers in the church life, and how do they overcome the degradation of
God’s people today?
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Message Ten
Avoiding Division,
Which Is versus the Oneness That We Keep,
and Rejecting Apostasy,
Which Is versus the Faith That We Contend For
EM Hymns: 853, 1339

Scripture Reading: Deut. 12—13; Psa. 133; John 17:21-23;
Eph. 4:3-6; Jude 1-3, 19-21
Deut 12:1
Deut 12:2
Deut 12:3
Deut 12:4
Deut 12:5
Deut 12:6

Deut 12:7
Deut 12:8
Deut 12:9
Deut 12:10

Deut 12:11

Deut 12:12

Deut 12:13
Deut 12:14
Deut 12:15

Deut 12:16
Deut 12:17

Deut 12:18

Deut 12:19
Deut 12:20
Deut 12:21

Deut 12:22
Deut 12:23

These are the statutes and the ordinances that you shall be certain to do in the land which
Jehovah, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess, all the days that you live on the earth.
You shall completely destroy all the places where the nations whom you will dispossess have
served their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under every flourishing tree.
And you shall tear down their altars and crush their pillars; and their Asherahs you shall burn with
fire, and the idols of their gods you shall cut down; and you shall destroy their name from that place.
You shall not do so to Jehovah your God.
But to the place which Jehovah your God will choose out of all your tribes to put His name, to His
habitation, shall you seek, and there shall you go.
And there you shall bring your burnt offerings and your sacrifices and your tithes and the heave
offering of your hand and your vows and your freewill offerings and the firstborn of your herd and
of your flock;
And there you shall eat before Jehovah your God, and you and your households shall rejoice in
all your undertakings, in which Jehovah your God has blessed you.
You shall not do according to all that we do here today, each man doing all that is right in his own eyes;
For until now you have not come to the rest and to the inheritance that Jehovah your God is
giving you.
But when you cross over the Jordan and dwell in the land which Jehovah your God is giving you
as an inheritance, and when He gives you rest from all your enemies surrounding you so that you
dwell securely;
Then to the place where Jehovah your God will choose to cause His name to dwell, there you
shall bring all that I am commanding you, your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and
the heave offering of your hand and all your choice vows which you vow to Jehovah.
And you shall rejoice before Jehovah your God, you and your sons and daughters, and your male
servants and female servants, and the Levite who is within your gates, for he has no portion nor
inheritance with you.
Be careful that you do not offer up your burnt offerings in every place that you see;
But in the place which Jehovah will choose in one of your tribes, there you shall offer up your
burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I am commanding you.
Yet you may slaughter and eat meat within all your gates, in all that your soul desires, according
to the blessing of Jehovah your God which He has given you; the unclean and the clean may eat
it as the gazelle and the deer are eaten.
However, you shall not eat the blood; you shall pour it out upon the earth like water.
You may not eat within your gates the tithe of your grain or of your new wine or of your fresh oil,
nor the firstborn of your herd or of your flock, or any of your vows which you vow or of your
freewill offerings or of the heave offering of your hand;
But you shall eat them before Jehovah your God in the place which Jehovah your God will choose,
you and your son and daughter, and your male servant and female servant, and the Levite who is
within your gates; and you shall rejoice before Jehovah your God in all your undertakings.
Be careful that you do not forsake the Levite all your days upon the earth.
When Jehovah your God enlarges your territory, as He has promised you, and you say, I will eat meat,
because your soul desires to eat meat, you may eat meat according to all that your soul desires.
If the place where Jehovah your God will choose to put His name is too far away from you, you
may slaughter from your herd and from your flock, which Jehovah has given you, as I have
commanded you; and you may eat within your gates according to all that your soul desires;
Indeed, as the gazelle and the deer are eaten, so you may eat it; the unclean and the clean may
eat it alike.
But make sure that you do not eat the blood; for the blood is the life, and you shall not eat the life
with the flesh.
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Deut 12:24
Deut 12:25
Deut 12:26
Deut 12:27

Deut 12:28

Deut 12:29
Deut 12:30

Deut 12:31

Deut 12:32
Psa 133:1
Psa 133:2
Psa 133:3
John 17:21
John 17:22
John 17:23
Eph 4:3
Eph 4:4
Eph 4:5
Eph 4:6
Jude 1
Jude 2
Jude 3
Jude 19
Jude 20
Jude 21

I.

You shall not eat it; you shall pour it out upon the earth like water.
You shall not eat it, so that it may go well with you and with your children after you, when you do
what is right in the sight of Jehovah.
But you shall take your holy things which you have and your vows, and go to the place which
Jehovah will choose;
And you shall offer your burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, upon the altar of Jehovah your
God; and the blood of your sacrifices shall be poured out upon the altar of Jehovah your God, and
you shall eat the flesh.
Keep and listen to all these words which I am commanding you so that it may go well with you
and with your children after you forever, for you will be doing what is good and right in the sight of
Jehovah your God.
When Jehovah your God cuts off the nations before you, which you are entering to dispossess,
and you dispossess them and dwell in their land,
Be careful that you are not ensnared in following them, after they have been destroyed before
you, and that you do not seek after their gods, saying, How did these nations serve their gods, so
that I also may do likewise?
You shall not do so for Jehovah your God, for every abomination to Jehovah, which He hates,
they have done to their gods; for even their sons and their daughters they have burned with fire to
their gods.
The whole thing that I am commanding you, you shall be certain to do; you shall not add to it, nor
shall you take away from it.
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is / For brothers to dwell in unity!
It is like the fine oil upon the head / That ran down upon the beard, / Upon Aaron's beard, / That
ran down upon the hem of his garments;
Like the dew of Hermon / That came down upon the mountains of Zion. / For there Jehovah
commanded the blessing: / Life forever.
That they all may be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in
Us; that the world may believe that You have sent Me.
And the glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, even as We
are one;
I in them, and You in Me, that they may be perfected into one, that the world may know that You
have sent Me and have loved them even as You have loved Me.
Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace:
One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your calling;
One Lord, one faith, one baptism;
One God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
Jude, a slave of Jesus Christ and a brother of James, to those who are called, beloved in God the
Father, and kept by Jesus Christ:
Mercy to you and peace and love be multiplied.
Beloved, while using all diligence to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary
to write to you and exhort you to earnestly contend for the faith once for all delivered to the saints.
These are those who make divisions, soulish, having no spirit.
But you, beloved, building up yourselves upon your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,
Keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

According to Moses’ word in Deuteronomy 12 and 13, we must avoid division
and reject apostasy:
Deut 12, 13

A.
B.

be omitted.

We must keep the unique oneness of God’s people and the unique faith in the person and
redemptive work of Christ.
Apostasy in the Old Testament denotes giving up God and turning away from God to idols;
in the New Testament apostasy is heresy, denoting the denial of Christ’s deity and not
believing that Jesus Christ is God incarnated to be a man—John 1:1, 14; 1 John 2:18, 22;
4:2-3.
John 1:1
John 1:14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory,
glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

115

1 John 2:18
1 John 2:22
1 John 4:2
1 John 4:3

C.

D.

Apostasy, or heresy, insults and damages the person of Christ, and division destroys the
Body of Christ as Christ’s corporate expression; thus, apostasy and division damage the
entire economy of God.
Because of this, the apostle Paul charges us to turn away from the divisive ones (Rom.
16:17), and the apostle John enjoins us to reject the heretical ones (2 John 9-11).
Rom 16:17
2 John 9
2 John 10
2 John 11

E.

Young children, it is the last hour; and even as you heard that antichrist is coming,
even now many antichrists have come; whereby we know that it is the last hour.
Who is the liar if not he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the
one who denies the Father and the Son.
In this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is of God,
And every spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of God; and this is the spirit of
the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming and now is already in the world.

Now I exhort you, brothers, to mark those who make divisions and causes of
stumbling contrary to the teaching which you have learned, and turn away from them.
Everyone who goes beyond and does not abide in the teaching of Christ does not
have God; he who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son.
If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your
house, and do not say to him, Rejoice!
For he who says to him, Rejoice, shares in his evil works.

Like Moses in Deuteronomy and the apostles in the New Testament, we must be very strict
concerning division and apostasy; we must keep the unique oneness of God’s people and
the unique faith in the person and redemptive work of Christ—Eph. 4:3, 13.
Eph 4:3
Eph 4:13

Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace:
Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the full knowledge of the Son of
God, at a full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,

II. Division is all-inclusive; it includes all negative things, such as Satan, sin,
worldliness, the flesh, the self, the old man, and evil temper—Rom. 16:17-18;
Titus 3:10:
Rom 16:17
Rom 16:18
Titus 3:10

A.

Now I exhort you, brothers, to mark those who make divisions and causes of stumbling
contrary to the teaching which you have learned, and turn away from them.
For such men do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own stomach, and through smooth
words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.
A factious man, after a first and second admonition, refuse,

We should not think that division stands by itself and is not related to the flesh, the self,
and worldliness—Gal. 5:19-21; Matt. 16:23-24; 1 John 2:15-16.
Gal 5:19
Gal 5:20
Gal 5:21

Matt 16:23
Matt 16:24
1 John 2:15
1 John 2:16

B.
C.

And the works of the flesh are manifest, which are such things as fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness,
Idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, divisions, sects,
Envyings, bouts of drunkenness, carousings, and things like these, of which I tell you
beforehand, even as I have said before, that those who practice such things will not
inherit the kingdom of God.
But He turned and said to Peter, Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to
Me, for you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of men.
Then Jesus said to His disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for
the Father is not in him;
Because all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the
vainglory of life, is not of the Father but is of the world.

If we are enlightened concerning the nature of division, we will see that it is not only
related to all negative things but includes all negative things.
To be in division is to be in death; Christianity is filled with death and darkness because the
genuine oneness in life is lacking.
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D.

Divisions come out of different teachings, teachings other than God’s economy—1 Tim.
1:3-4:
1 Tim 1:3
1 Tim 1:4

1.

2.

3.

4.

Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus in
order that you might charge certain ones not to teach different things
Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce questionings
rather than God's economy, which is in faith.

Whatever we teach should not be measured by whether it is wrong or right; it must be
measured by whether it is divisive or not; only one kind of ministry builds up and
never divides—this is the unique ministry of God’s economy.
It kills people to teach differently; to teach differently tears down God’s building and
annuls God’s entire economy; we all must realize that even a small amount of
teaching in a different way destroys the recovery.
The only way that can preserve us in the recovery is the unique ministry; if we say
that we are in the recovery, yet we teach something so lightly, even in a concealed
way, that is different from God’s economy, we sow the seed that will grow up in
division; therefore, the only way that we can be preserved in the eternal oneness is to
teach the same thing in God’s economy.
The different teachings of the dissenting ones are winds used by God’s enemy to
distract His people and carry them away from His economy—Eph. 4:14.
Eph 4:14

5.

The dividing teachings are organized and systematized by Satan to cause serious error
and thus damage the practical oneness of the Body life—v. 14.
Eph 4:14

6.

That we may be no longer little children tossed by waves and carried about by
every wind of teaching in the sleight of men, in craftiness with a view to a
system of error,

The different teachings are the major source of the church’s decline, degradation, and
deterioration—1 Tim. 1:3-4, 6-7; 6:3-5, 20-21.
1 Tim 1:3
1 Tim 1:4
1 Tim 1:6
1 Tim 1:7
1 Tim 6:3
1 Tim 6:4

1 Tim 6:5
1 Tim 6:20
1 Tim 6:21

E.

That we may be no longer little children tossed by waves and carried about by
every wind of teaching in the sleight of men, in craftiness with a view to a
system of error,

Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus
in order that you might charge certain ones not to teach different things
Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce questionings
rather than God's economy, which is in faith.
From which things some, having misaimed, have turned aside to vain talking,
Desiring to be teachers of the law, though they understand neither the things
that they say, nor concerning what they confidently affirm.
If anyone teaches different things and does not consent to healthy words, those
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teaching which is according to godliness,
He is blinded with pride, understanding nothing, but is diseased with
questionings and contentions of words, out of which come envy, strife,
slanders, evil suspicions,
Perpetual wranglings of men corrupted in mind and deprived of the truth,
supposing godliness to be a means of gain.
O Timothy, guard the deposit, turning away from profane, vain babblings and
oppositions from what is falsely called knowledge,
Because of which some, professing this, have misaimed regarding the faith.
Grace be with you.

The apostles taught the same thing to all the saints in all the places and in all the
churches—1 Cor. 4:17; 7:17; 11:16; 14:33b-34:
1 Cor 4:17

1 Cor 7:17
1 Cor 11:16

Because of this I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful child in the
Lord, who will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, even as I teach everywhere
in every church.
However as the Lord has apportioned to each one, as God has called each one, so
let him walk. And so I direct in all the churches.
But if anyone seems to be contentious, we do not have such a custom of being so,
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neither the churches of God.
1 Cor 14:33b ... As in all the churches of the saints,
1 Cor 14:34 The women should be silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but
they should be subject, even as the law also says.

1.

We also must teach the same thing in all the churches in every country throughout the
earth—Matt. 28:19-20.
Matt 28:19
Matt 28:20

2.

Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am
with you all the days until the consummation of the age.

There is no thought in the New Testament that a teaching is good for one church but
not for the other churches; rather, the New Testament reveals that all the churches
were the same in receiving the teachings—Titus 1:9.
Titus 1:9

Holding to the faithful word, which is according to the teaching of the apostles,
that he may be able both to exhort by the healthy teaching and to convict those
who oppose.

III. The genuine oneness is an all-inclusive, comprehensive oneness that includes
all positive things—Psa. 23:6; 36:8-9; 43:3-4; 84:1-8, 10-12; 92:10; 133:1, 3b:
Psa 23:6
Psa 36:8
Psa 36:9
Psa 43:3
Psa 43:4
Psa 84:1
Psa 84:2
Psa 84:3
Psa 84:4
Psa 84:5
Psa 84:6
Psa 84:7
Psa 84:8
Psa 84:10
Psa 84:11
Psa 84:12
Psa 92:10
Psa 133:1
Psa 133:3b

A.

Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me / All the days of my life, / And I will dwell
in the house of Jehovah / For the length of my days.
They are saturated with the fatness of Your house, / And You cause them to drink of the
river of Your pleasures.
For with You is the fountain of life; / In Your light we see light.
Send forth Your light and Your truth; / They will lead me; / They will bring me to Your holy
mountain / And to Your tabernacles.
And I will go to the altar of God, / To God my exceeding joy; / And I will praise You with the
harp, / O God, my God.
How lovely are Your tabernacles, / O Jehovah of hosts!
My soul longs, indeed even faints, / For the courts of Jehovah; / My heart and my flesh cry
out / To the living God.
At Your two altars even the sparrow has found a home; / And the swallow, a nest for
herself, / Where she may lay her young, / O Jehovah of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are those who dwell in Your house; / They will yet be praising You. Selah.
Blessed is the man whose strength is in You, / In whose heart are the highways to Zion.
Passing through the valley of Baca, / They make it a spring; / Indeed the early rain covers it
with blessings.
They go from strength to strength; / Each appears before God in Zion.
O Jehovah God of hosts, hear my prayer; / Give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah.
For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand; / I would rather stand at the threshold of
the house of my God / Than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
For Jehovah God is a sun and a shield; / Jehovah gives grace and glory; / He does not
withhold anything good / From those who walk uprightly.
O Jehovah of hosts, blessed is the man / Who trusts in You.
But You have exalted my horn like that of a wild ox; / I am anointed with fresh oil.
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is / For brothers to dwell in unity!
… For there Jehovah commanded the blessing: / Life forever.

The Lord has given us the glory that the Father has given Him so that we may be one in the
Father and in the Son; this points to a oneness in the divine nature and the Divine Being;
oneness is actually the mingling of the processed and consummated Triune God with the
believers—John 17:21-23; Eph. 4:3-6.
John 17:21
John 17:22
John 17:23

That they all may be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also
may be in Us; that the world may believe that You have sent Me.
And the glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one,
even as We are one;
I in them, and You in Me, that they may be perfected into one, that the world may
know that You have sent Me and have loved them even as You have loved Me.
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Eph 4:3
Eph 4:4
Eph 4:5
Eph 4:6

B.

Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace:
One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your calling;
One Lord, one faith, one baptism;
One God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

When the oneness is recovered, all the spiritual riches and all the positive things are
recovered with it, because they all exist in the oneness—v. 3; 3:8:
Eph 4:3
Eph 3:8

1.

Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace:
To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel

All the godly things and all the spiritual riches are ours on the genuine ground of
oneness—Deut. 8:7-9; 12:12, 26-28.
Deut 8:7
Deut 8:8
Deut 8:9
Deut 12:12

Deut 12:26
Deut 12:27

Deut 12:28

For Jehovah your God is bringing you to a good land, a land of waterbrooks, of
springs and of fountains, flowing forth in valleys and in mountains;
A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land
of olive trees with oil and of honey;
A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in it;
a land whose stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine copper.
And you shall rejoice before Jehovah your God, you and your sons and
daughters, and your male servants and female servants, and the Levite who is
within your gates, for he has no portion nor inheritance with you.
But you shall take your holy things which you have and your vows, and go to
the place which Jehovah will choose;
And you shall offer your burnt offerings, the flesh and the blood, upon the altar
of Jehovah your God; and the blood of your sacrifices shall be poured out upon
the altar of Jehovah your God, and you shall eat the flesh.
Keep and listen to all these words which I am commanding you so that it may
go well with you and with your children after you forever, for you will be doing
what is good and right in the sight of Jehovah your God.

2.

C.

The genuine oneness is not a partial oneness; it is a great, complete, comprehensive
oneness, a oneness in entirety.
Psalm 133 is a psalm on the oneness that includes all positive attributes and virtues; if we
see the vision of the oneness of entirety, all the germs of division will be killed, and we will
be delivered from every kind of division.
Psa 133:1
Psa 133:2
Psa 133:3

D.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is / For brothers to dwell in unity!
It is like the fine oil upon the head / That ran down upon the beard, / Upon Aaron's
beard, / That ran down upon the hem of his garments;
Like the dew of Hermon / That came down upon the mountains of Zion. / For there
Jehovah commanded the blessing: / Life forever.

For the recovery and preservation of the genuine, all-inclusive oneness, we must destroy
the high places—1 Kings 11:7-8; 12:26-33; 13:33-34; 14:22-23; 15:14; 22:43; 2 Kings
12:2-3; 14:3-4; 15:3-4, 34-35:
1 Kings 11:7 Then Solomon built a high place to Chemosh the detestable thing of Moab in the
mountain that is before Jerusalem and to Molech the detestable thing of the children
of Ammon.
1 Kings 11:8 And so he did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and offered sacrifices to
their gods.
1 Kings 12:26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now the kingdom will return to the house of David.
1 Kings 12:27 If this people go up to make sacrifices in the house of Jehovah at Jerusalem, the
heart of this people will return to their lord, to Rehoboam the king of Judah; and they
will slay me and return to Rehoboam the king of Judah.
1 Kings 12:28 And the king took counsel and made two calves of gold. And he said to them, It is too
much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Behold your gods, O Israel, who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt!
1 Kings 12:29 And he set one in Bethel, and he put the other one in Dan.
1 Kings 12:30 And this thing became a sin; and the people went to worship the one as far as Dan.
1 Kings 12:31 And he made a house of high places and appointed priests from among the people
who were not from the sons of Levi.
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1 Kings 12:32 And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the
month, like the feast that is in Judah, and he went up to the altar; he did likewise at
Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he had made. And he placed in Bethel the priests
of the high places that he had made.
1 Kings 12:33 And he went up to the altar that he had made at Bethel on the fifteenth day, in the
eighth month, that is, the month he had devised in his own heart; and he ordained a
feast for the children of Israel and went up to the altar to burn incense.
1 Kings 13:33 After this matter Jeroboam did not turn from his evil way, but he again made priests
for the high places from among the people; whoever desired it, he consecrated to be
priests of the high places.
1 Kings 13:34 And this matter became a sin to the house of Jeroboam, so as even to cut it off and
destroy it from the face of the earth.
1 Kings 14:22 And Judah did what was evil in the sight of Jehovah and provoked Him to jealousy because
of the sins which they committed, above all the sins which their fathers had committed.
1 Kings 14:23 And they also built for themselves high places and pillars and Asherahs on every high
hill and under every flourishing tree,
1 Kings 15:14 But the high places were not removed; otherwise the heart of Asa was perfect with
Jehovah all his days.
1 Kings 22:43 And he walked in all the way of Asa his father; he turned not aside from it, doing what
was right in the sight of Jehovah. Nevertheless the high places were not removed;
the people offered sacrifices and burned incense still on the high places.
2 Kings 12:2 And Jehoash did what was right in the sight of Jehovah all the days in which
Jehoiada the priest instructed him.
2 Kings 12:3 However the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed and burned
incense in the high places.
2 Kings 14:3 And he did what was right in the sight of Jehovah, yet not like David his father; he did
according to all that Joash his father had done.
2 Kings 14:4 However the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed and burned
incense in the high places.
2 Kings 15:3 And he did what was right in the sight of Jehovah, according to all that his father
Amaziah had done.
2 Kings 15:4 However the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed and burned
incense in the high places.
2 Kings 15:34 And he did what was right in the sight of Jehovah; he did according to all that his
father Uzziah had done.
2 Kings 15:35 However the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed and burned
incense in the high places. He built the upper gate of the house of Jehovah.

1.

In His wisdom God required His people to destroy all the places in which the nations
served their gods; to set up a high place is to have a division; hence, the significance
of high places is division—Deut. 12:1-3.
Deut 12:1

Deut 12:2

Deut 12:3

2.

These are the statutes and the ordinances that you shall be certain to do in the
land which Jehovah, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess, all the
days that you live on the earth.
You shall completely destroy all the places where the nations whom you will
dispossess have served their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and
under every flourishing tree.
And you shall tear down their altars and crush their pillars; and their Asherahs
you shall burn with fire, and the idols of their gods you shall cut down; and you
shall destroy their name from that place.

To preserve the oneness of His people, God required that they come to the unique
place of His choice; the high places were a substitute and an alternative for this
unique place—vv. 8, 11, 13-14, 18.
Deut 12:8
Deut 12:11

You shall not do according to all that we do here today, each man doing all that
is right in his own eyes;
Then to the place where Jehovah your God will choose to cause His name to
dwell, there you shall bring all that I am commanding you, your burnt offerings
and your sacrifices, your tithes and the heave offering of your hand and all your
choice vows which you vow to Jehovah.
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Deut 12:13
Deut 12:14
Deut 12:18

3.

A high place is an elevation, something lifted above the common level; in principle,
every high place, every division, involves the uplifting, the exaltation, of something
other than Christ—cf. Col. 1:18.
Col 1:18

4.

Be careful that you do not offer up your burnt offerings in every place that you see;
But in the place which Jehovah will choose in one of your tribes, there you shall
offer up your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I am commanding you.
But you shall eat them before Jehovah your God in the place which Jehovah
your God will choose, you and your son and daughter, and your male servant
and female servant, and the Levite who is within your gates; and you shall
rejoice before Jehovah your God in all your undertakings.

And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn
from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

The record of the building of the high places under Solomon and Jeroboam has a
spiritual significance; it was written for our spiritual instruction—Rom. 15:4-6:
Rom 15:4

Rom 15:5
Rom 15:6

a.
b.

For the things that were written previously were written for our instruction, in
order that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures
we might have hope.
Now the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to be of the same
mind toward one another according to Christ Jesus,
That with one accord you may with one mouth glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

According to this record, division is caused by lust and ambition; Solomon is an
example of the former, and Jeroboam is an example of the latter.
The high places built by Solomon and Jeroboam seriously damaged the ground
of oneness—1 Kings 11:7-8; 12:26-33.
1 Kings 11:7 Then Solomon built a high place to Chemosh the detestable thing of
Moab in the mountain that is before Jerusalem and to Molech the
detestable thing of the children of Ammon.
1 Kings 11:8 And so he did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and offered
sacrifices to their gods.
1 Kings 12:26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now the kingdom will return to the
house of David.
1 Kings 12:27 If this people go up to make sacrifices in the house of Jehovah at
Jerusalem, the heart of this people will return to their lord, to Rehoboam
the king of Judah; and they will slay me and return to Rehoboam the king
of Judah.
1 Kings 12:28 And the king took counsel and made two calves of gold. And he said to
them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Behold your gods, O
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!
1 Kings 12:29 And he set one in Bethel, and he put the other one in Dan.
1 Kings 12:30 And this thing became a sin; and the people went to worship the one as
far as Dan.
1 Kings 12:31 And he made a house of high places and appointed priests from among
the people who were not from the sons of Levi.
1 Kings 12:32 And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day
of the month, like the feast that is in Judah, and he went up to the altar;
he did likewise at Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he had made. And
he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places that he had made.
1 Kings 12:33 And he went up to the altar that he had made at Bethel on the fifteenth
day, in the eighth month, that is, the month he had devised in his own
heart; and he ordained a feast for the children of Israel and went up to
the altar to burn incense.

c.

In the church life we should not have any high places; instead, we should all be
on one level to exalt Christ—Col. 1:18; 3:10-11.
Col 1:18

And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the
Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all
things;
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Col 3:10
Col 3:11

d.

The divisions in Christianity are caused by selfishness and ambition—Phil.
2:21; 3 John 9-10; Rom. 16:17-18; 1 Kings 12:26-33.
Phil 2:21
3 John 9
3 John 10

Rom 16:17

Rom 16:18
1 Kings 12:26
1 Kings 12:27

1 Kings 12:28

1 Kings 12:29
1 Kings 12:30
1 Kings 12:31
1 Kings 12:32

1 Kings 12:33

5.

For all seek their own things, not the things of Christ Jesus.
I wrote something to the church; but Diotrephes, who loves to be first
among them, does not receive us.
For this reason, if I come, I will bring to remembrance his works which he
does, babbling against us with evil words; and not being satisfied with
these, neither does he himself receive the brothers, and those intending
to do so he forbids and casts out of the church.
Now I exhort you, brothers, to mark those who make divisions and
causes of stumbling contrary to the teaching which you have learned,
and turn away from them.
For such men do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own stomach, and
through smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.
And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now the kingdom will return to the
house of David.
If this people go up to make sacrifices in the house of Jehovah at
Jerusalem, the heart of this people will return to their lord, to Rehoboam
the king of Judah; and they will slay me and return to Rehoboam the king
of Judah.
And the king took counsel and made two calves of gold. And he said to
them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Behold your gods, O
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!
And he set one in Bethel, and he put the other one in Dan.
And this thing became a sin; and the people went to worship the one as
far as Dan.
And he made a house of high places and appointed priests from among
the people who were not from the sons of Levi.
And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day
of the month, like the feast that is in Judah, and he went up to the altar;
he did likewise at Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he had made. And
he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places that he had made.
And he went up to the altar that he had made at Bethel on the fifteenth
day, in the eighth month, that is, the month he had devised in his own
heart; and he ordained a feast for the children of Israel and went up to
the altar to burn incense.

Spiritually speaking, we must destroy every place other than the church and every
name other than the name of Christ; this means that we must destroy our culture,
disposition, temperament, habits, natural characteristics, preferences, and religious
background with its influence—everything that damages the genuine oneness—Gal.
2:20; 5:24; 6:14.
Gal 2:20

Gal 5:24
Gal 6:14

E.

And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full
knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
But they who are of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
its lusts.
But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom the world has been crucified to me and I to the world.

In the Lord’s recovery we elevate Christ and Christ alone—Col. 1:18:
1.
We can testify that, in contrast to today’s Christianity, we have no high places.
2.
Having come to the church, we should have no “high places,” elevations where
something other than Christ is uplifted; we should have nothing other than the person
of Christ and the unique way of the cross—1 Cor. 1:30; 2:4; Col. 1:20; 2:11; 3:11.
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3.

In the church we enjoy Christ as the rich produce of the land; our enjoyment of Christ
in the presence of God becomes our worship, our church life, and even our Christian
living, and we grow and mature on the ground of oneness—Eph. 3:8; 4:3, 14-16.

IV. We must be fully exercised to separate ourselves from any heresy (apostasy)
and heretics (apostates):
A.

Heretics do not confess that Jesus is God incarnate (not confessing that He has come in the
flesh through the divine conception of the Holy Spirit); thus, they deny the deity of
Christ—1 John 4:3; 2 John 7; cf. Luke 1:31-35; John 20:28-29; Rom. 9:5.
1 John 4:3

2 John 7
Luke 1:31
Luke 1:32
Luke 1:33
Luke 1:34
Luke 1:35

John 20:28
John 20:29
Rom 9:5

B.

And every spirit which does not confess Jesus is not of God; and this is the spirit of
the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming and now is already in the
world.
For many deceivers went out into the world, those who do not confess Jesus Christ
coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist.
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call His
name Jesus.
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give to
Him the throne of David His father,
And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be
no end.
But Mary said to the angel, How will this be, since I have not known a man?
And the angel answered and said to her, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore also the holy thing which is
born will be called the Son of God.
Thomas answered and said to Him, My Lord and my God!
Jesus said to him, Because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those
who have not seen and have believed.
Whose are the fathers, and out of whom, as regards what is according to flesh, is the
Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

The Spirit works in the believers to confess to them that Christ came in the flesh—1 John
4:1-2:
1 John 4:1
1 John 4:2

1.
2.

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but prove the spirits whether they are of God,
because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
In this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is of God,

Anyone who rejects Christ’s incarnation and thereby rejects His redemption also
denies Christ’s resurrection.
If anyone denies Christ’s incarnation, that one denies Christ’s holy birth, humanity,
human living, redemption through crucifixion, and resurrection; this utterly annuls the
enjoyment of the life-giving Spirit as the reality of the processed Triune God—2:23.
1 John 2:23

C.

Everyone who denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who
confesses the Son has the Father also.

A heretic is one who denies the divine conception and deity of Christ, as today’s
modernists do; such a one we must reject, not receiving him into our house nor greeting
him; thus, we will not have any contact with him or any share in his heresy, heresy that is
blasphemous to God and contagious like leprosy—2 Pet. 2:1-3; 2 John 10.
2 Pet 2:1

2 Pet 2:2
2 Pet 2:3
2 John 10

But there arose also false prophets among the people, as also among you there will
be false teachers, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the
Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction.
And many will follow their licentiousness, because of whom the way of the truth will
be reviled.
And in covetousness, with fabricated words, they will make merchandise of you, for
whom the judgment of old is not idle, and their destruction does not slumber.
If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your
house, and do not say to him, Rejoice!
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D.

Just as bringing to others the divine truth of the wonderful Christ is an excellent deed
(Rom. 10:15), so spreading the satanic heresy, which defiles the glorious deity of Christ, is
an evil work; it is a blasphemy and abomination to God; it is also a damage and curse to
men.
Rom 10:15

E.

And how shall they proclaim Him unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful
are the feet of those who announce the news of good things!"

No one who is a believer in Christ and a child of God should have any share in this evil!
Even to greet such an evil one is prohibited! A severe and clear separation from this evil
should be maintained!—2 John 8-11.
2 John 8
2 John 9
2 John 10
2 John 11

Look to yourselves that you do not lose the things which we wrought, but that you
may receive a full reward.
Everyone who goes beyond and does not abide in the teaching of Christ does not
have God; he who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son.
If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your
house, and do not say to him, Rejoice!
For he who says to him, Rejoice, shares in his evil works.

V. Jude exhorts us to earnestly contend for the faith—Jude 1-3:
Jude 1
Jude 2
Jude 3

A.

Jude, a slave of Jesus Christ and a brother of James, to those who are called, beloved in
God the Father, and kept by Jesus Christ:
Mercy to you and peace and love be multiplied.
Beloved, while using all diligence to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found
it necessary to write to you and exhort you to earnestly contend for the faith once for all
delivered to the saints.

“The faith” in Jude is not subjective faith as our believing but objective faith as our belief,
referring to the things we believe in, the contents of the New Testament as our faith, in
which we believe for our common salvation—Acts 6:7; 1 Tim. 1:19; 3:9; 4:1; 5:8; 6:10, 21;
2 Tim. 3:8; 4:7; Titus 1:13.
Acts 6:7
1 Tim 1:19
1 Tim 3:9
1 Tim 4:1
1 Tim 5:8
1 Tim 6:10
1 Tim 6:21
2 Tim 3:8
2 Tim 4:7
Titus 1:13

B.

And the word of God grew, and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem multiplied
greatly; and a large number of the priests obeyed the faith.
Holding faith and a good conscience, concerning which some, thrusting these away,
have become shipwrecked regarding the faith;
Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.
But the Spirit says expressly that in later times some will depart from the faith, giving
heed to deceiving spirits and teachings of demons
But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household,
he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
For the love of money is a root of all evils, because of which some, aspiring after money,
have been led away from the faith and pierced themselves through with many pains.
Because of which some, professing this, have misaimed regarding the faith. Grace be
with you.
And in the manner that Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these also oppose
the truth; men corrupted in mind, disapproved concerning the faith.
I have fought the good fight; I have finished the course; I have kept the faith.
This testimony is true; for which cause reprove them severely that they may be
healthy in the faith,

Our Christian faith is composed of our belief concerning six basic items: the Bible, God,
Christ, the work of Christ, salvation, and the church—Eph. 4:13:
Eph 4:13

1.

Until we all arrive at the oneness of the faith and of the full knowledge of the Son of
God, at a full-grown man, at the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,

The Bible, word by word, is divinely inspired by God, as the breath of God—2 Pet.
1:21; 2 Tim. 3:16.
2 Pet 1:21
2 Tim 3:16

For no prophecy was ever borne by the will of man, but men spoke from God
while being borne by the Holy Spirit.
All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness,
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2.

God is uniquely one but triune—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—Matt. 3:16-17;
28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 2:18; 3:14-17; Rev. 1:4-5.
Matt 3:16

Matt 3:17
Matt 28:19
2 Cor 13:14
Eph 2:18
Eph 3:14
Eph 3:15
Eph 3:16
Eph 3:17
Rev 1:4

Rev 1:5

3.

Christ was the very God in eternity (John 1:1) and became a man in time (v. 14); His
deity is complete, and His humanity is perfect; hence, He is both God and man
(20:28; Rom. 9:5; John 19:5; 1 Tim. 2:5), possessing both divinity and humanity.
John 1:1
John 1:14
John 20:28
Rom 9:5
John 19:5
1 Tim 2:5

4.

And having been baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water, and
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming upon Him.
And behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in
whom I have found My delight.
Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
For through Him we both have access in one Spirit unto the Father.
For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father,
Of whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named,
That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man,
That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being
rooted and grounded in love,
John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from
Him who is and who was and who is coming, and from the seven Spirits who
are before His throne,
And from Jesus Christ, the faithful Witness, the Firstborn of the dead, and the
Ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and has released us from
our sins by His blood

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His
glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.
Thomas answered and said to Him, My Lord and my God!
Whose are the fathers, and out of whom, as regards what is according to flesh,
is the Christ, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.
Then Jesus came out, wearing the thorny crown and the purple garment. And
he said to them, Behold, the man!
For there is one God and one Mediator of God and men, the man Christ Jesus,

Christ first became a man in incarnation (John 1:14) and died on the cross for our
redemption (1 Pet. 2:24; Rev. 5:9); then He rose from the dead for our regeneration (1
Pet. 1:3), ascended to the heavens to be the Lord of all (Acts 2:33, 36; 10:36), and
will come back as the Bridegroom to the church (John 3:29; Rev. 19:7) and the King
of kings to all the nations (v. 16); these are the main aspects of the work of Christ.
John 1:14
1 Pet 2:24
Rev 5:9

1 Pet 1:3

Acts 2:33

Acts 2:36
Acts 10:36

And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His
glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.
Who Himself bore up our sins in His body on the tree, in order that we, having
died to sins, might live to righteousness; by whose bruise you were healed.
And they sing a new song, saying: You are worthy to take the scroll and to
open its seals, for You were slain and have purchased for God by Your blood
men out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
great mercy has regenerated us unto a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead,
Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received
the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, He has poured out this which
you both see and hear.
Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made Him
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you have crucified.
The word which He sent to the sons of Israel in announcing the gospel of
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John 3:29

Rev 19:7
Rev 19:16

5.

A sinner must repent to God (Acts 2:38; 26:20) and believe into Christ (John 3:16;
Acts 16:31) for forgiveness of sins (10:43), for redemption (Rom. 3:24), for
justification (Acts 13:39), and for regeneration (John 3:6) in order that he may have
eternal life (v. 36) to become a child of God (1:12) and a member of Christ (1 Cor.
12:27); this is our salvation through faith (Eph. 2:4-9).
Acts 2:38

Acts 26:20

John 3:16
Acts 16:31
Acts 10:43
Rom 3:24
Acts 13:39
John 3:6
John 3:36
John 1:12
1 Cor 12:27
Eph 2:4
Eph 2:5
Eph 2:6
Eph 2:7
Eph 2:8
Eph 2:9

6.

peace through Jesus Christ (this One is Lord of all)
He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who
stands and hears him, rejoices with joy because of the bridegroom's voice. This
joy of mine therefore is made full.
Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the
Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.
And He has on His garment and on His thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS
AND LORD OF LORDS.

And Peter said to them, Repent and each one of you be baptized upon the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit.
But declared both to those in Damascus first and in Jerusalem and throughout
all the country of Judea and to the Gentiles that they should repent and turn to
God, doing works worthy of repentance.
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that everyone
who believes into Him would not perish, but would have eternal life.
And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and
your household.
To this One all the prophets testify that through His name everyone who
believes into Him will receive forgiveness of sins.
Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ
Jesus;
And from all the things from which you were not able to be justified by the law
of Moses, in this One everyone who believes is justified.
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
He who believes into the Son has eternal life; but he who disobeys the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides upon him.
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority to become
children of God, to those who believe into His name,
Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.
But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,
Even when we were dead in offenses, made us alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved)
And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in the
heavenlies in Christ Jesus,
That He might display in the ages to come the surpassing riches of His grace in
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this not of yourselves; it
is the gift of God;
Not of works that no one should boast.

The church, composed of all the genuine believers in Christ, as the Body of Christ
(1:22-23; Col. 1:24), is universally one (Eph. 4:4), and a local church as the
expression of the Body of Christ is locally one—one city, one church (Rev. 1:11):
Eph 1:22
Eph 1:23
Col 1:24
Eph 4:4
Rev 1:11

And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all
things to the church,
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.
I now rejoice in my sufferings on your behalf and fill up on my part that which is
lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His Body, which is the church;
One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of your calling;
Saying, What you see write in a scroll and send it to the seven churches: to
Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to
Philadelphia and to Laodicea.
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a.

C.

This does not mean, however, that a real believer in Christ who does not agree
with one city, one church is not saved; he or she is saved, but there is something
lacking, not for salvation but for the proper church life.
b.
By standing on the proper ground of the church, we are choosing to love all the
brothers, not only those who are meeting with us.
This faith, not any doctrine, has been delivered once for all to the saints; for this faith we
should earnestly contend—1 Tim. 6:12.
1 Tim 6:12

D.

We build up ourselves upon the foundation of this most holy faith by enjoying the entire
Blessed Trinity so that we may become the New Jerusalem as the totality of the eternal
life—Jude 19-21; cf. John 4:14b.
Jude 19
Jude 20
Jude 21
John 4:14b

E.

Fight the good fight of the faith; lay hold on the eternal life, to which you were called
and have confessed the good confession before many witnesses.

These are those who make divisions, soulish, having no spirit.
But you, beloved, building up yourselves upon your most holy faith, praying in the
Holy Spirit,
Keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life.
… but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water springing up
into eternal life.

The entire Blessed Trinity is employed and enjoyed by us as we exercise our spirit by
“praying in the Holy Spirit” to keep ourselves “in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of
our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life”—Jude 20-21:
Jude 20
Jude 21

1.

But you, beloved, building up yourselves upon your most holy faith, praying in the
Holy Spirit,
Keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto
eternal life.

Unto eternal life (v. 21), or into eternal life (John 4:14b), is a particular expression;
unto, or into, speaks of destination and also means “to become.”
Jude 21
John 4:14b

2.

Keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life.
… but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water
springing up into eternal life.

By exercising our spirit to enjoy the Blessed Trinity and contend for the faith, we
become the New Jerusalem as the totality of the eternal life—Rev. 22:1-2a; 21:10-11.
Rev 22:1
Rev 22:2a
Rev 21:10
Rev 21:11

And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding out of
the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.
And on this side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing
twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each month; …
And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper
stone, as clear as crystal.

Study Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

According to Moses’ word in Deuteronomy 12 and 13, what are the two major things that
we must avoid?
What is the all-inclusiveness of division?
What is the all-inclusiveness of oneness?
How can we be fully exercised to separate ourselves from any heresy and heretics?
What is our Christian faith, and how can we earnestly contend for it?
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Message Eleven
Aspects of the Church Life
under the Government of God
MC Hymns: 943, 26

Scripture Reading: Deut. 1:9-18; 15:10; 22:9; 25:13-16; 1 Cor. 10:6, 11
Deut 1:9
Deut 1:10
Deut 1:11

And I spoke to you at that time, saying, I am not able to bear you alone.
Jehovah your God has multiplied you, and now today you are as the stars of heaven in multitude.
Jehovah, the God of your fathers, add to you a thousandfold ones like you and bless you as He
has promised you!
How can I alone bear the trouble and burden of you and your strife?
Choose for yourselves men who are wise and prudent and well-attested, according to your tribes,
and I will make them your leaders.
And you answered me and said, The thing that you have said to do is good.
So I took the leaders of your tribes, men who were wise and well-attested, and I made them
leaders over you, captains over thousands and captains over hundreds and captains over fifties
and captains over tens and officials for your tribes.
And I charged your judges at that time, saying, Hear the cases between your brothers, and judge
righteously between a man and his brother or the sojourner with him.
You shall not respect persons in judgment; you shall hear the small and the great alike. You shall
not fear the face of man, for judgment is God's. And the case that is too hard for you, you shall
bring to me; and I will hear it.
And I commanded you at that time all the things that you should do.
You must give to him, and your heart shall not be displeased when you give to him; for on
account of this matter Jehovah your God will bless you in all your work and in all your
undertakings.
You shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed, lest the full produce, the seed which you
sow, be forfeited to the sanctuary, as well as the increase of the vineyard.
You shall not have in your bag differing weights, one heavy and one light.
You shall not have in your house differing measures, one large and one small.
A full and righteous weight you shall have, and a full and righteous measure you shall have, in
order that your days may be extended upon the land which Jehovah your God is giving you.
For everyone who does these things, everyone who does unrighteousness, is an abomination to
Jehovah your God.
Now these things occurred as examples to us, that we should not be ones who lust after evil
things, even as they also lusted.
Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our admonition,
unto whom the ends of the ages have come.

Deut 1:12
Deut 1:13
Deut 1:14
Deut 1:15

Deut 1:16
Deut 1:17

Deut 1:18
Deut 15:10

Deut 22:9
Deut 25:13
Deut 25:14
Deut 25:15
Deut 25:16
1 Cor 10:6
1 Cor 10:11

I.

The history of the children of Israel is a type of the church—1 Cor. 10:6, 11:
1 Cor 10:6
1 Cor 10:11

A.

Now these things occurred as examples to us, that we should not be ones who lust after
evil things, even as they also lusted.
Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our
admonition, unto whom the ends of the ages have come.

In His administrative arrangement God chose the children of Israel, the descendants of
Abraham, and made them His people as a type of the church—Rom. 9:11-13; Acts 7:38:
Rom 9:11

Rom 9:12
Rom 9:13
Acts 7:38

1.

Though the children had not yet been born nor had done anything good or bad (that
the purpose of God according to selection might remain, not of works but of Him who
calls),
It was said to her, "The greater shall serve the less";
As it is written, "Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated."
This is the one who was in the assembly in the wilderness with the Angel who spoke to
him in Mount Sinai and with our fathers, and who received living oracles to give to us.

In the Old Testament the church is not mentioned in plain words, but there are types
that portray the church—Gen. 2:21-24; 1 Chron. 28:11-19.
Gen 2:21

And Jehovah God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept;
and He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh in its place.
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Gen 2:22
Gen 2:23
Gen 2:24
1 Chron 28:11

1 Chron 28:12

1 Chron 28:13

1 Chron 28:14

1 Chron 28:15

1 Chron 28:16
1 Chron 28:17

1 Chron 28:18

1 Chron 28:19

2.

3.

And Jehovah God built the rib, which He had taken from the man, into a
woman and brought her to the man.
And the man said, This time this is bone of my bones / And flesh of my flesh;
/ This one shall be called Woman / Because out of Man this one was taken.
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall cleave to his
wife, and they shall become one flesh.
Then David gave Solomon his son the pattern of the portico of the temple and
its buildings and its storehouses and its upper rooms and its inner rooms and
the building for the expiation cover;
And the pattern of all that he had by the Spirit, for the courts of the house of
Jehovah, and for all the chambers around, and for the treasuries of the house
of God, and for the treasuries of the dedicated gifts;
And for the divisions of the priests and the Levites, and for all the work of the
service of the house of Jehovah, and for all the vessels of the service of the
house of Jehovah;
And for the gold, by weight of the gold for all the vessels of each kind of
service; for all the vessels of silver, by weight for all the vessels for each kind
of service;
And for the weight of the lampstands of gold and their lamps of gold, by
weight for each lampstand and its lamps; and for the weight of the
lampstands of silver, by weight for the lampstand and its lamps, according to
the service of each kind of lampstand
And for the gold, by weight for the tables of the rows of bread for each table,
and for the silver for the tables of silver;
And for the flesh hooks and the basins and the pitchers, of pure gold; and for
the bowls of gold, by weight for each bowl; and for the bowls of silver, by
weight for each bowl;
And for the incense altar of refined gold, by weight; and gold for the figure of
the chariot, that is, the cherubim, spreading out their wings and covering the
Ark of the Covenant of Jehovah.
All this, said David, has He made clear by a writing from the hand of Jehovah
upon me, all the details of the pattern.

The children of Israel, as the chosen people of God, are the greatest collective type of
the church, in which we see that the church is chosen and redeemed by God, enjoys
Christ and the Spirit as the life supply, builds God’s habitation, inherits Christ as its
portion, degrades and is captured, is recovered, and awaits Christ’s coming.
Paul applies the history of the children of Israel to the New Testament church life—1
Cor. 5:7-8; 10:1-13:
1 Cor 5:7
1 Cor 5:8
1 Cor 10:1
1 Cor 10:2
1 Cor 10:3
1 Cor 10:4
1 Cor 10:5
1 Cor 10:6
1 Cor 10:7
1 Cor 10:8
1 Cor 10:9

Purge out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, even as you are
unleavened; for our Passover, Christ, also has been sacrificed.
So then let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of
malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
For I do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, that all our fathers were under
the cloud, and all passed through the sea;
And all were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea;
And all ate the same spiritual food,
And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which
followed them, and the rock was Christ.
But with most of them God was not well pleased, for they were strewn along in
the wilderness.
Now these things occurred as examples to us, that we should not be ones who
lust after evil things, even as they also lusted.
Neither become idolaters, as some of them did; as it is written, "The people sat
down to eat and drink, and stood up to play."
Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed fornication, and
there fell in one day twenty-three thousand.
Neither let us test Christ, as some of them tested Him and were destroyed by
the serpents.
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1 Cor 10:10
1 Cor 10:11
1 Cor 10:12
1 Cor 10:13

a.

Neither murmur, just as some of them murmured and perished by the
destroyer.
Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for
our admonition, unto whom the ends of the ages have come.
So then let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.
No temptation has taken you except that which is common to man; and God is
faithful, who will not allow that you be tempted beyond what you are able, but
will, with the temptation, also make the way out, that you may be able to
endure it.

In Hebrews and 1 Corinthians Paul points out clearly that what happened to the
children of Israel is a type of the believers—10:6.
1 Cor 10:6

B.

Now these things occurred as examples to us, that we should not be
ones who lust after evil things, even as they also lusted.

b.
The entire history of Israel is a story of the church.
The Bible contains two histories—the history of Israel and the history of the church—Acts
7:1-53; Rev. 2—3:
Acts 7:1
Acts 7:2
Acts 7:3
Acts 7:4
Acts 7:5

Acts 7:6
Acts 7:7
Acts 7:8

Acts 7:9
Acts 7:10

Acts 7:11
Acts 7:12
Acts 7:13
Acts 7:14
Acts 7:15
Acts 7:16
Acts 7:17
Acts 7:18
Acts 7:19
Acts 7:20
Acts 7:21

And the high priest said, Are these things so?
And he said, Men, brothers and fathers, listen. The God of glory appeared to our
father Abraham while he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran,
And said to him, "Come out from your land and from your relatives, and come into the
land which I will show you."
Then he came forth from the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And from
there, after his father died, He removed him into this land, in which you now dwell.
Yet He did not give him an inheritance in it, not even a place to set his foot on; and
He promised to give it to him for a possession and to his seed after him, while he had
no child.
And God spoke in this way, that his seed would be a sojourner in a foreign land, and
they would enslave them and mistreat them four hundred years.
"And whatever nation they will serve as slaves I will judge," said God, "and after
these things they will come forth and serve Me as priests in this place."
And He gave to him a covenant of circumcision; and thus Abraham begot Isaac and
circumcised him on the eighth day; and Isaac, Jacob; and Jacob, the twelve
patriarchs.
And the patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold him into Egypt; yet God was
with him
And rescued him out of all his afflictions and granted him favor and wisdom before
Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and he appointed him governor over Egypt and over all his
house.
And a famine came over all Egypt and Canaan as well as great affliction; and our
fathers could find no sustenance.
But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our fathers out the first
time.
And during the second time Joseph was made known to his brothers, and Joseph's
race became manifest to Pharaoh.
And Joseph sent word and called for Jacob his father and all his family, seventy-five
souls in all.
And Jacob went down into Egypt; and he ended his days, he and our fathers.
And they were carried over to Shechem and placed in the tomb which Abraham had
bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.
But as the time of the promise which God had assured to Abraham drew near, the
people grew and were multiplied in Egypt,
Until another king rose up over Egypt who did not know of Joseph.
This one dealt craftily with our race and mistreated our fathers, so that they threw out
their babies in order that they would not be kept alive.
At this time Moses was born and was lovely to God. And he was nurtured three
months in his father's house.
And when he was thrown out, Pharaoh's daughter took him up and nurtured him as a
son for herself.
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Acts 7:22
Acts 7:23
Acts 7:24
Acts 7:25
Acts 7:26

Acts 7:27
Acts 7:28
Acts 7:29
Acts 7:30
Acts 7:31
Acts 7:32
Acts 7:33
Acts 7:34

Acts 7:35

Acts 7:36
Acts 7:37
Acts 7:38

Acts 7:39
Acts 7:40
Acts 7:41
Acts 7:42

Acts 7:43
Acts 7:44

Acts 7:45

Acts 7:46
Acts 7:47
Acts 7:48

And Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was powerful in
his words and works.
But when he was approaching forty years of age, it came into his heart to visit his
brothers, the sons of Israel.
And when he saw one of them being wronged, he defended him, and he avenged
him who was being oppressed by striking the Egyptian dead.
And he supposed that his brothers understood that God through his hand was giving
salvation to them; but they did not understand.
And on the following day he appeared to them as they were fighting and tried to
reconcile them in peace, saying, Men, you are brothers. Why are you wronging one
another?
But the one who was wronging his neighbor pushed him away, saying, "Who
appointed you a ruler and a judge over us?
Do you want to do away with me the same way you did away with the Egyptian
yesterday?"
And Moses fled at this word and became a sojourner in the land of Midian, where he
begot two sons.
And when forty years had been fulfilled, an Angel appeared to him in the wilderness
of Mount Sinai in the flame of a thornbush fire.
And when Moses saw it, he marveled at the vision; and as he approached to examine
it, there came the voice of the Lord:
"I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob." And Moses
trembled and dared not examine it.
And the Lord said to him, "Untie the sandals from your feet, for the place on which
you stand is holy ground.
I have surely seen the ill-treatment of My people who are in Egypt and have heard
their groaning, and I have come down to rescue them. And now, come, I will send
you into Egypt."
This Moses, whom they refused, saying, Who appointed you a ruler and a judge? this
one God has sent as both a ruler and a redeemer, along with the hand of the Angel
who appeared to him in the thornbush.
This man led them out, doing wonders and signs in the land of Egypt and in the Red
Sea and in the wilderness for forty years.
This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, "A Prophet will God raise up unto
you from your brothers, like me."
This is the one who was in the assembly in the wilderness with the Angel who spoke
to him in Mount Sinai and with our fathers, and who received living oracles to give to
us.
To him our fathers were not willing to become obedient, but thrust him away and
turned in their hearts to Egypt,
Saying to Aaron, "Make gods for us who will go before us; for this Moses, who has
led us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has happened to him."
And they made a calf in those days and brought up a sacrifice to the idol and were
glad with the works of their hands.
But God turned and delivered them up to serve the host of heaven, even as it is
written in the book of the prophets, "Did you offer slain beasts and sacrifices to Me for
forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?
And you took up the tabernacle of Moloch and the star of your god Rompha, the
images which you made to worship. And I will carry you away beyond Babylon."
The Tabernacle of Testimony was with our fathers in the wilderness, even as He who
spoke to Moses instructed him to make it, according to the pattern which he had
seen.
This tabernacle our fathers, having in their turn received, also brought in with Joshua
when they took possession of the nations, whom God drove out before the face of
our fathers until the days of David,
Who found favor before God and asked to find a habitation for the God of Jacob.
But Solomon built Him a house.
Yet the Most High does not dwell in that which is made by hands, even as the
prophet says,

131

Acts 7:49
Acts 7:50
Acts 7:51
Acts 7:52

Acts 7:53
Rev 2~3

1.
2.

"Heaven is My throne, and the earth is a footstool for My feet. What kind of house will
you build for Me, says the Lord, or what is the place of My rest?
Has not My hand made all these things?"
You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in hearts and ears, you always oppose the Holy
Spirit; as your fathers did, you also do.
Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who
announced beforehand concerning the coming of the righteous One, whose betrayers
and murderers you have now become,
You who received the law as ordinances of angels and did not keep it.
be omitted.

The history of the children of Israel is a type, and the history of the church is the
fulfillment of the type.
In the Old Testament we have a type, a picture, of God’s economy concerning the
church, and in the New Testament God’s economy concerning the church is
fulfilled—1 Tim. 1:4; Eph. 1:10; 3:9-11.
1 Tim 1:4
Eph 1:10
Eph 3:9
Eph 3:10
Eph 3:11

Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce
questionings rather than God's economy, which is in faith.
Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ,
the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him;
And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is,
which throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things,
In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the
multifarious wisdom of God might be made known through the church,
According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord,

II. God has a government in the universe, and there is also a government in the
church—Rev. 4:2; 5:6; Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5:
Rev 4:2

Immediately I was in spirit; and behold, there was a throne set in heaven, and upon the
throne there was One sitting;
And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the midst of the
elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes,
which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.
And when they had appointed elders for them in every church and had prayed with fastings,
they committed them to the Lord into whom they had believed.
For this cause I left you in Crete, that you might set in order the things which I have begun
that remain and appoint elders in every city, as I directed you:

Rev 5:6

Acts 14:23
Titus 1:5

A.

God desires to execute His government in the universe through the church—Eph. 1:10, 2223.
Eph 1:10
Eph 1:22
Eph 1:23

B.

C.

Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, the
things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him;
And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to
the church,
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.

Among the children of Israel there was a situation full of God’s government and
administration; the coordination and building in Exodus and Numbers were under God’s
administration and government.
The divine government among God’s people is a theocracy—Rev. 4:2; 5:6:
Rev 4:2
Rev 5:6

1.

Immediately I was in spirit; and behold, there was a throne set in heaven, and upon
the throne there was One sitting;
And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and in the midst of
the elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain, having seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

Theocracy is government by God according to what He is—Psa. 89:14.
Psa 89:14

2.

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; / Lovingkindness
and truth go before Your face.

God’s administration among the children of Israel was a theocracy, meaning that God
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Himself came to govern, to rule, to administrate, the people directly yet through some
agents; the agents were the priests and the elders working together for God’s
theocracy—Deut. 1:9-18.
Deut 1:9
Deut 1:10
Deut 1:11
Deut 1:12
Deut 1:13
Deut 1:14
Deut 1:15

Deut 1:16

Deut 1:17

Deut 1:18

3.

The theocracy among the children of Israel was a government according to God’s
constant speaking, as written in the law, and God’s instant speaking, through the
breastplate of the high priest by means of the Urim and the Thummim—Exo. 28:30;
Lev. 8:8; Num. 27:21; Deut. 33:8.
Exo 28:30

Lev 8:8
Num 27:21

Deut 33:8

D.

And I spoke to you at that time, saying, I am not able to bear you alone.
Jehovah your God has multiplied you, and now today you are as the stars of
heaven in multitude.
Jehovah, the God of your fathers, add to you a thousandfold ones like you and
bless you as He has promised you!
How can I alone bear the trouble and burden of you and your strife?
Choose for yourselves men who are wise and prudent and well-attested,
according to your tribes, and I will make them your leaders.
And you answered me and said, The thing that you have said to do is good.
So I took the leaders of your tribes, men who were wise and well-attested, and
I made them leaders over you, captains over thousands and captains over
hundreds and captains over fifties and captains over tens and officials for your
tribes.
And I charged your judges at that time, saying, Hear the cases between your
brothers, and judge righteously between a man and his brother or the sojourner
with him.
You shall not respect persons in judgment; you shall hear the small and the
great alike. You shall not fear the face of man, for judgment is God's. And the
case that is too hard for you, you shall bring to me; and I will hear it.
And I commanded you at that time all the things that you should do.

And you shall put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim;
and they shall be on Aaron's heart when he goes in before Jehovah, and Aaron
shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel on his heart before Jehovah
continually.
And he placed the breastplate upon him, and in the breastplate he put the Urim
and the Thummim.
And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, and he shall inquire for him by the
judgment of the Urim before Jehovah. At his word shall they go out and at his
word they shall come in, both he and all the children of Israel with him, even
the whole assembly.
And concerning Levi he said, May Your Thummim and Urim be with Your
faithful man, / Whom You tested at Massah, / With whom You contended at the
waters of Meribah -

God’s government in the administration of the church is neither autocracy nor democracy;
autocracy is a kind of dictatorship, and democracy is government by the people according
to the opinion of the people—Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5:
Acts 14:23
Titus 1:5

1.

And when they had appointed elders for them in every church and had prayed with
fastings, they committed them to the Lord into whom they had believed.
For this cause I left you in Crete, that you might set in order the things which I have
begun that remain and appoint elders in every city, as I directed you:

In the church life we honor God’s authority as our government; thus, the government
in the church is a theocracy—Eph. 1:10, 22-23; Col. 2:19.
Eph 1:10
Eph 1:22
Eph 1:23
Col 2:19

Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ,
the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him;
And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all
things to the church,
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.
And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied
and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of
God.
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2.

Today God’s rule is based on the Bible outside of us and on the Holy Spirit within
us—2 Tim. 3:16-17; Rom. 8:5, 14.
2 Tim 3:16
2 Tim 3:17
Rom 8:5
Rom 8:14

All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness,
That the man of God may be complete, fully equipped for every good work.
For those who are according to the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but those
who are according to the spirit, the things of the Spirit.
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

3.
E.

When the elders follow the Holy Spirit in discussing matters, there is neither an
autocracy nor a democracy but a theocracy, the rule of God.
A proper king among the children of Israel was one who was instructed, governed, ruled,
and controlled by the word of God—Deut. 17:14-20:
Deut 17:14
Deut 17:15

Deut 17:16

Deut 17:17
Deut 17:18
Deut 17:19

Deut 17:20

1.

When you enter the land which Jehovah your God is giving you, and you possess it and
dwell in it, and you say, I will set a king over me like all the nations which surround me;
You must set a king over you whom Jehovah your God will choose; from among your
brothers you shall set a king over you; you may not put a foreigner, who is not your
brother, over you.
However, he shall not amass horses to himself, and he shall not turn the people back
to Egypt so that he may amass horses, since Jehovah has said to you, You shall
never again return that way.
And he shall not amass wives to himself, so that his heart does not turn aside; nor
shall he amass silver and gold to himself in great amounts.
And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write out for himself a copy of
this law in a book, out of that which is before the Levitical priests.
And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, in order that he
may learn to fear Jehovah his God by keeping all the words of this law and these
statutes and doing them,
So that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers and he may not turn aside
from the commandment to the right or to the left; that he and his sons may extend
their days over their kingdom in the midst of Israel.

The principle should be the same in the churches today—Acts 13:1-4a.
Acts 13:1

Acts 13:2
Acts 13:3
Acts 13:4a

2.

Now there were in Antioch, in the local church, prophets and teachers:
Barnabas and Simeon, who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and
Manaen, the foster brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.
And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Set
apart for Me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.
Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent
them away.
They then, having been sent out by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia; …

In order to administrate the church, the elders must be constituted with the word of
God—Col. 3:16:
Col 3:16

a.
b.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to God.

As a result, they will be under God’s government, under God’s rule and control.
Spontaneously, God will be in their decisions, and the elders will represent God
to manage the affairs of the church; this kind of management is theocracy.

III. God’s word spoken through Moses describes aspects of the church life under
the government of God—Deut. 1:1:
Deut 1:1

A.

These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel across the Jordan in the wilderness, in
the Arabah opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, and Dizahab.

In exercising His government, God required the children of Israel to worship Him in the
unique place—Jerusalem—the worship center chosen by Him; they did not have the right
to select a place according to their concept—12:1-12:
Deut 12:1

These are the statutes and the ordinances that you shall be certain to do in the land
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Deut 12:2

Deut 12:3

Deut 12:4
Deut 12:5
Deut 12:6

Deut 12:7
Deut 12:8
Deut 12:9
Deut 12:10

Deut 12:11

Deut 12:12

1.

which Jehovah, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess, all the days that
you live on the earth.
You shall completely destroy all the places where the nations whom you will
dispossess have served their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under
every flourishing tree.
And you shall tear down their altars and crush their pillars; and their Asherahs you
shall burn with fire, and the idols of their gods you shall cut down; and you shall
destroy their name from that place.
You shall not do so to Jehovah your God.
But to the place which Jehovah your God will choose out of all your tribes to put His
name, to His habitation, shall you seek, and there shall you go.
And there you shall bring your burnt offerings and your sacrifices and your tithes and
the heave offering of your hand and your vows and your freewill offerings and the
firstborn of your herd and of your flock;
And there you shall eat before Jehovah your God, and you and your households shall
rejoice in all your undertakings, in which Jehovah your God has blessed you.
You shall not do according to all that we do here today, each man doing all that is
right in his own eyes;
For until now you have not come to the rest and to the inheritance that Jehovah your
God is giving you.
But when you cross over the Jordan and dwell in the land which Jehovah your God is
giving you as an inheritance, and when He gives you rest from all your enemies
surrounding you so that you dwell securely;
Then to the place where Jehovah your God will choose to cause His name to dwell,
there you shall bring all that I am commanding you, your burnt offerings and your
sacrifices, your tithes and the heave offering of your hand and all your choice vows
which you vow to Jehovah.
And you shall rejoice before Jehovah your God, you and your sons and daughters,
and your male servants and female servants, and the Levite who is within your gates,
for he has no portion nor inheritance with you.

Only the place where God put His name could be the worship center of His people—
v. 5.
Deut 12:5

2.
3.

God’s people were to come to Mount Zion, the unique place chosen by God for
corporate worship.
God chose the unique place of worship for the purpose of keeping the oneness of His
people—Psa. 133:1.
Psa 133:1

B.

But to the place which Jehovah your God will choose out of all your tribes to
put His name, to His habitation, shall you seek, and there shall you go.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is / For brothers to dwell in unity!

God takes care of the needs of all those who are part of His expression—Deut. 12:19;
14:27-29:
Deut 12:19
Deut 14:27
Deut 14:28
Deut 14:29

1.

Be careful that you do not forsake the Levite all your days upon the earth.
But you shall not forsake the Levite who is within your gates, for he has no portion
nor inheritance with you.
At the end of every three years you shall bring forth all the tithe of your produce for
that year and lay it within your gates;
And the Levite shall come-for he has no portion nor inheritance with you-as well as
the sojourner and the orphan and the widow who are within your gates; and they shall
eat and be satisfied, so that Jehovah your God may bless you in all the work of your
hand which you do.

In New Testament terms, this means that Christ takes care of every member of His
Body—1 Cor. 12:14-27; Phil. 4:14-20.
1 Cor 12:14
1 Cor 12:15
1 Cor 12:16

For the body is not one member but many.
If the foot should say, Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body, it is not
that because of this it is not of the body.
And if the ear should say, Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body, it is
not that because of this it is not of the body.
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1 Cor 12:17
1 Cor 12:18
1 Cor 12:19
1 Cor 12:20
1 Cor 12:21
1 Cor 12:22
1 Cor 12:23

1 Cor 12:24
1 Cor 12:25
1 Cor 12:26
1 Cor 12:27
Phil 4:14
Phil 4:15

Phil 4:16
Phil 4:17
Phil 4:18

Phil 4:19
Phil 4:20

2.

If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were
the hearing, where would the smelling be?
But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, even as
He willed.
And if all were one member, where would the body be?
But now the members are many, but the body one.
And the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of you; nor again the head
to the feet, I have no need of you.
But much rather the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.
And those members of the body which we consider to be less honorable, these
we clothe with more abundant honor; and our uncomely members come to
have more abundant comeliness,
But our comely members have no need. But God has blended the body
together, giving more abundant honor to the member that lacked,
That there would be no division in the body, but that the members would have
the same care for one another.
And whether one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or one
member is glorified, all the members rejoice with it.
Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.
Nevertheless you did well to have fellowship with me in my affliction.
And you yourselves also know, Philippians, that in the beginning of the gospel,
when I went out from Macedonia, no church had fellowship with me in the
account of giving and receiving except you only;
For even in Thessalonica you sent both once and again to my need.
Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit which increases to your account.
But I have received in full all things and abound; I have been filled, receiving
from Epaphroditus the things from you, a sweet-smelling savor, an acceptable
sacrifice, well pleasing to God.
And my God will fill your every need according to His riches, in glory, in Christ
Jesus.
Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

In the church life we should love the Lord Jesus, love His Body, and take care of the
needs of all the members—2 Cor. 8:1-15.
2 Cor 8:1
2 Cor 8:2
2 Cor 8:3
2 Cor 8:4
2 Cor 8:5
2 Cor 8:6
2 Cor 8:7
2 Cor 8:8
2 Cor 8:9

2 Cor 8:10
2 Cor 8:11
2 Cor 8:12
2 Cor 8:13

Furthermore we make known to you, brothers, the grace of God which has
been given in the churches of Macedonia,
That in much proving of affliction the abundance of their joy and the depth of
their poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality;
That according to their power, I testify, and beyond their power, of their own
accord,
With much entreaty they besought of us the grace and the fellowship of the
ministry to the saints;
And this, not as we had hoped, but they gave themselves first to the Lord, and
to us through the will of God.
So we entreated Titus that, even as he began before, so also he would
complete for you this grace as well.
But just as you abound in everything, in faith and in word and in knowledge and
in all earnestness and in the love in you from us, abound in this grace also.
I am not speaking by way of command, but through the earnestness of others,
proving also the genuineness of your love.
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, for
your sakes He became poor in order that you, because of His poverty, might
become rich.
And I give my opinion in this matter, for this is profitable for you who were the
first to begin a year ago not only to do this but even to intend to do this.
But now complete also the doing, so that as there was the eagerness in
intending, so also there would be the completing out of what you have.
For if the eagerness is there, it is acceptable according to whatever one has,
not according to what he does not have.
For it is not that to others there would be relief, yet to you affliction,
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2 Cor 8:14
2 Cor 8:15

C.

But it is out of equality; at the present time your abundance for their lack that
their abundance also may be for your lack, so that there may be equality;
As it is written, "He who gathered much had no excess, and he who gathered
little had no lack."

If God’s people would give to the poor, God would bless them in all their work and in all
their undertakings—Deut. 15:10:
Deut 15:10

1.

You must give to him, and your heart shall not be displeased when you give to him;
for on account of this matter Jehovah your God will bless you in all your work and in
all your undertakings.

In the church life today we should be happy when giving to the poor, knowing that
God will bless us—2 Cor. 9:1-12.
2 Cor 9:1
2 Cor 9:2

2 Cor 9:3
2 Cor 9:4
2 Cor 9:5

2 Cor 9:6
2 Cor 9:7
2 Cor 9:8
2 Cor 9:9
2 Cor 9:10

2 Cor 9:11
2 Cor 9:12

2.

For concerning the ministry to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you;
For I know your eagerness, of which I boast on your behalf to the
Macedonians, that Achaia has been prepared since last year; and your zeal
has stirred up the greater number of them.
But I sent the brothers that our boasting on your behalf might not be made void
in this respect, that, as I said, you might be prepared;
Lest, if the Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we, not to
mention you, be put to shame in this confidence.
Therefore I thought it necessary to entreat the brothers to go before to you and
make ready beforehand your previously promised blessing, that thus this might
be ready as a blessing and not as a matter of covetousness.
But take note of this: He who sows sparingly shall also sparingly reap; and he
who sows with blessings shall also with blessings reap;
Each one as he has purposed in his heart, not out of sorrow or out of necessity,
for God loves a cheerful giver.
And God is able to make all grace abound unto you, that, in everything always
having all sufficiency, you may abound unto every good work;
Even as it is written, "He has scattered abroad; he has given to the poor; his
righteousness abides forever."
Now He who bountifully supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will
supply and multiply your seed and cause the fruits of your righteousness to
increase.
You in everything are being enriched unto all liberality, which works out through
us thanksgiving to God,
Because the ministry of this service is not only filling up the lack of the saints,
but is also abounding through many thanksgivings to God.

The dealing with mammon and the offering of material possessions are related to
God’s administration among the churches in resurrection—1 Cor. 16:1-3:
1 Cor 16:1
1 Cor 16:2

1 Cor 16:3

a.

Now concerning the collection for the saints, just as I directed the churches of
Galatia, so you also do.
On the first day of the week each one of you should lay aside in store to himself
whatever he may have been prospered, that no collections be made when I
come.
And when I arrive, whomever you approve, I will send them with letters to carry
your gift to Jerusalem;

The fact that material things are offered on the first day of the week indicates
that they should be offered in resurrection, not in our natural life—vv. 1-2;
Matt. 6:1-4.
1 Cor 16:1
1 Cor 16:2

Matt 6:1

Now concerning the collection for the saints, just as I directed the
churches of Galatia, so you also do.
On the first day of the week each one of you should lay aside in store to
himself whatever he may have been prospered, that no collections be
made when I come.
But take care not to do your righteousness before men in order to be
gazed at by them; otherwise, you have no reward with your Father who
is in the heavens.
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Matt 6:2

Matt 6:3
Matt 6:4

b.

If we know resurrection life and the resurrection power, we will overcome
money and material possessions, and what we have will be used for God’s
administration among the churches—1 Cor. 16:1-2; Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-35;
Rom. 15:26.
1 Cor 16:1
1 Cor 16:2

Acts 2:44
Acts 2:45
Acts 4:32

Acts 4:33
Acts 4:34

Acts 4:35
Rom 15:26

D.

Therefore when you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be
glorified by men. Truly I say to you, They have their reward in full.
But you, when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing,
So that your alms may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret
will repay you.

Now concerning the collection for the saints, just as I directed the
churches of Galatia, so you also do.
On the first day of the week each one of you should lay aside in store to
himself whatever he may have been prospered, that no collections be
made when I come.
And all those who believed were together and had all things common;
And they sold their properties and possessions and divided them to all,
as anyone had need.
And the heart and soul of the multitude of those who had believed was
one; and not even one said that any of his possessions was his own, but
all things were common to them.
And with great power the apostles gave testimony of the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.
For neither was anyone among them in need; for as many as were
owners of lands or of houses sold them and brought the proceeds of the
things which were sold
And placed them at the feet of the apostles; and it was distributed to
each, as anyone had need.
For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some
contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem.

Deuteronomy 25:13-16 is the ordinance concerning differing weights and measures:
Deut 25:13
Deut 25:14
Deut 25:15

Deut 25:16

1.

You shall not have in your bag differing weights, one heavy and one light.
You shall not have in your house differing measures, one large and one small.
A full and righteous weight you shall have, and a full and righteous measure you shall
have, in order that your days may be extended upon the land which Jehovah your
God is giving you.
For everyone who does these things, everyone who does unrighteousness, is an
abomination to Jehovah your God.

The dishonest practice of having differing weights and measures is a lie and is surely
from Satan—John 8:44.
John 8:44

2.

3.

In spiritual application, to condemn a certain thing in others while justifying the same
thing in ourselves indicates that we have different weights and measures, that is,
different scales—one scale for measuring others and a different scale for measuring
ourselves.
In the house of God, the church (1 Tim. 3:15), only one scale should be used to weigh
everyone.
1 Tim 3:15

4.

You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.
He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth,
because there is no truth in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks it out of his
own possessions; for he is a liar and the father of it.

But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.

If we have only one scale, we will be fair, righteous, and just, even as God is, and we
will keep the oneness and one accord in the church—Matt. 7:1-5.
Matt 7:1

Do not judge, that you be not judged.
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Matt 7:2
Matt 7:3
Matt 7:4
Matt 7:5

E.

For with what judgment you judge, you shall be judged; and with what measure
you measure, it shall be measured to you.
And why do you look at the splinter which is in your brother's eye, but the beam
in your eye you do not consider?
Or how can you say to your brother, Let me remove the splinter from your eye,
and behold, the beam is in your eye?
Hypocrite, first remove the beam from your eye, and then you will see clearly to
remove the splinter from your brother's eye.

The prohibition against sowing two kinds of seed in one’s vineyard may typify the
prohibition against teaching differently in the church—Deut. 22:9; 1 Tim. 1:3-4; 6:3; cf.
Luke 8:11:
Deut 22:9
1 Tim 1:3
1 Tim 1:4
1 Tim 6:3
Luke 8:11

1.

You shall not sow your vineyard with two kinds of seed, lest the full produce, the seed
which you sow, be forfeited to the sanctuary, as well as the increase of the vineyard.
Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus in
order that you might charge certain ones not to teach different things
Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce questionings
rather than God's economy, which is in faith.
If anyone teaches different things and does not consent to healthy words, those of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teaching which is according to godliness,
Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

The church is God’s vineyard, and in this vineyard only one kind of seed, one kind of
teaching, should be sown—1 Cor. 3:9b; Acts 2:42.
1 Cor 3:9b
Acts 2:42

2.
3.

… you are God's cultivated land, God's building.
And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the fellowship of the
apostles, in the breaking of bread and the prayers.

If we teach differently, sowing more than one kind of seed, the “produce” in the
church will be forfeited.
The apostles taught the same thing to all the saints in all the places and in all the
churches—1 Cor. 4:17; 7:17; 11:16; 14:33b-34:
1 Cor 4:17

Because of this I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful child
in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, even as I teach
everywhere in every church.
1 Cor 7:17
However as the Lord has apportioned to each one, as God has called each
one, so let him walk. And so I direct in all the churches.
1 Cor 11:16 But if anyone seems to be contentious, we do not have such a custom of being
so, neither the churches of God.
1 Cor 14:33b … As in all the churches of the saints,
1 Cor 14:34 The women should be silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to
speak; but they should be subject, even as the law also says.

a.

We also must teach the same thing in all the churches in every country
throughout the earth—Matt. 28:19-20.
Matt 28:19
Matt 28:20

b.

There is no thought in the New Testament that a teaching is good for one church
but not for the other churches; rather, the New Testament reveals that all the
churches were the same in receiving the teachings—Titus 1:9.
Titus 1:9

F.

Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I
am with you all the days until the consummation of the age.

Holding to the faithful word, which is according to the teaching of the
apostles, that he may be able both to exhort by the healthy teaching and
to convict those who oppose.

Only by faith can we live the church life under the government of God—Eph. 1:22-23;
4:15; Col. 2:19; Gal. 2:16; 3:2, 5-9, 14:
Eph 1:22
Eph 1:23

And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to
the church,
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.
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Eph 4:15
Col 2:19
Gal 2:16

Gal 3:2
Gal 3:5
Gal 3:6
Gal 3:7
Gal 3:8
Gal 3:9
Gal 3:14

1.

But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the Head,
Christ,
And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit
together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.
And knowing that a man is not justified out of works of law, but through faith in Jesus
Christ, we also have believed into Christ Jesus that we might be justified out of faith
in Christ and not out of the works of law, because out of the works of law no flesh will
be justified.
This only I wish to learn from you, Did you receive the Spirit out of the works of law or
out of the hearing of faith?
He therefore who bountifully supplies to you the Spirit and does works of power
among you, does He do it out of the works of law or out of the hearing of faith?
Even as "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him as righteousness."
Know then that they who are of faith, these are sons of Abraham.
And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles out of faith, announced
the gospel beforehand to Abraham: "In you shall all the nations be blessed."
So then they who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.
In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that
we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

God wants His people to do whatever He requires not by self-effort but by faith—
Heb. 10:39—11:1, 6, 9-12; 12:2; 1 Pet. 1:7-8.
Heb 10:39
Heb 11:1
Heb 11:6

Heb 11:9
Heb 11:10
Heb 11:11
Heb 11:12

Heb 12:2

1 Pet 1:7

1 Pet 1:8

2.

God’s economy is in faith, and faith is the unique way for God to carry out His
economy—1 Tim. 1:4; Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 5:7; 4:13.
1 Tim 1:4
Gal 2:20

2 Cor 5:7
2 Cor 4:13

3.

But we are not of those who shrink back to ruin but of those who have faith to
the gaining of the soul.
Now faith is the substantiation of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen.
But without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to Him, for he who comes
forward to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him.
By faith he dwelt as a foreigner in the land of promise as in a foreign land, making
his home in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the fellow heirs of the same promise;
For he eagerly waited for the city which has the foundations, whose Architect
and Builder is God.
By faith also Sarah herself received power to conceive seed, even beyond the
season of age, since she considered Him faithful who promised.
Therefore also there were born of one, and that of him who had become dead,
as many as even the stars of heaven in multitude and as the sand by the
seashore innumerable.
Looking away unto Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of our faith, who for the joy
set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down on
the right hand of the throne of God.
So that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which
perishes though it is proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
Whom having not seen, you love; into whom though not seeing Him at present,
yet believing, you exult with joy that is unspeakable and full of glory,

Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce
questionings rather than God's economy, which is in faith.
I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
(For we walk by faith, not by appearance)And having the same spirit of faith according to that which is written, "I
believed, therefore I spoke," we also believe, therefore we also speak,

The church is “the household of the faith”—Gal. 6:10:
Gal 6:10

So then, as we have the opportunity, let us do what is good toward all, but
especially toward those of the household of the faith.
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a.

The household of the faith is composed of all who are sons of God through faith
in Christ Jesus—3:26.

b.

All the believers in Christ together constitute a universal household, the great
family of God—a family that believes in God—6:10; Heb. 11:6.

Gal 3:26

Gal 6:10
Heb 11:6

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

So then, as we have the opportunity, let us do what is good toward all,
but especially toward those of the household of the faith.
But without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to Him, for he who
comes forward to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder
of those who diligently seek Him.
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Message Twelve
Life and Blessing under the Government of God
JL Hymns: 12, 796 (tune of 495)

Scripture Reading: Deut. 30:15-20; Psa. 36:9a; 133:1, 3; Ezek. 34:26; Eph. 1:3
Deut 30:15
Deut 30:16

Deut 30:17
Deut 30:18
Deut 30:19
Deut 30:20

Psa 36:9a
Psa 133:1
Psa 133:3
Ezek 34:26
Eph 1:3

I.

See, I have put before you today life and good, and death and evil.
If you obey the commandments of Jehovah your God, which I am commanding you today, to love
Jehovah your God and walk in His ways and keep His commandments and His statutes and His
ordinances, then you will live and multiply, and Jehovah your God will bless you in the land which
you are entering to possess.
But if your heart turns and you do not listen, but rather you are drawn away in worship to other
gods and serve them,
I declare to you today that you shall surely perish; your days will not be extended upon the land
into which you are crossing over the Jordan to go and possess.
I call heaven and earth to witness against you today: I have set before you life and death,
blessing and curse; therefore choose life that you and your seed may live,
In loving Jehovah your God by listening to His voice and holding fast to Him; for He is your life
and the length of your days, that you may dwell upon the land which Jehovah swore to your
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.
For with You is the fountain of life; …
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is / For brothers to dwell in unity!
Like the dew of Hermon / That came down upon the mountains of Zion. / For there Jehovah
commanded the blessing: / Life forever.
And I will make them and the places around My hill a blessing, and I will cause the showers to
come down in their season; there will be showers of blessing.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenlies in Christ,

In order to extend their days in the good land, the children of Israel were
required to live under the government of God, doing all that God had
commanded them through Moses—Deut. 30:15-20; 3:23-28; 4:1-24.
Deut 30:15
Deut 30:16

Deut 30:17
Deut 30:18
Deut 30:19
Deut 30:20

Deut 3:23
Deut 3:24

Deut 3:25
Deut 3:26
Deut 3:27
Deut 3:28
Deut 4:1

See, I have put before you today life and good, and death and evil.
If you obey the commandments of Jehovah your God, which I am commanding you today,
to love Jehovah your God and walk in His ways and keep His commandments and His
statutes and His ordinances, then you will live and multiply, and Jehovah your God will
bless you in the land which you are entering to possess.
But if your heart turns and you do not listen, but rather you are drawn away in worship to
other gods and serve them,
I declare to you today that you shall surely perish; your days will not be extended upon the
land into which you are crossing over the Jordan to go and possess.
I call heaven and earth to witness against you today: I have set before you life and death,
blessing and curse; therefore choose life that you and your seed may live,
In loving Jehovah your God by listening to His voice and holding fast to Him; for He is your
life and the length of your days, that you may dwell upon the land which Jehovah swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.
And I pleaded with Jehovah at that time, saying,
O Lord Jehovah, You have begun to show Your servant Your greatness and Your mighty
hand. For what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do things like what You have
done and things like Your mighty deeds?
Let me please cross over and see the good land that is across the Jordan, this fine hill
country and Lebanon.
But Jehovah was infuriated with me on your account and did not listen to me. And Jehovah
said to me, Enough! Speak no more to Me about this matter.
Go up to the top of Pisgah; and lift up your eyes to the west and to the north and to the
south and to the east; and see it with your eyes, for you shall not cross over this Jordan.
But charge Joshua, and strengthen and encourage him, for it is he who will cross over
before this people and cause them to inherit the land which you will see.
And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the ordinances which I am teaching you to do,
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Deut 4:2
Deut 4:3
Deut 4:4
Deut 4:5
Deut 4:6

Deut 4:7
Deut 4:8
Deut 4:9

Deut 4:10

Deut 4:11
Deut 4:12
Deut 4:13
Deut 4:14
Deut 4:15
Deut 4:16
Deut 4:17
Deut 4:18
Deut 4:19

Deut 4:20
Deut 4:21

Deut 4:22
Deut 4:23

Deut 4:24

in order that you may live and go in and possess the land which Jehovah, the God of your
fathers, is giving you.
You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor shall you take away from it,
that you may keep the commandments of Jehovah your God, which I am commanding you.
Yours are the eyes that have seen that which Jehovah has done in Baal-peor; for all the
men who went after Baal-peor, Jehovah your God has destroyed from your midst.
But you who joined yourselves to Jehovah your God are alive, all of you, today.
See, I have taught you statutes and ordinances, as Jehovah my God commanded me, so
that you would do them within the land which you are going in to possess.
Keep and do them therefore; for this will be your wisdom and prudence in the sight of the
peoples who hear all these statutes and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and prudent
people.
For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as Jehovah our God is whenever
we call upon Him?
And what great nation is there that has statutes and ordinances so righteous as all this law
which I am setting before you today?
But be careful and guard your soul diligently, so that you do not forget the things which your
eyes have seen and they do not depart from your heart all the days of your life; rather,
make them known to your children and to your grandchildren.
Especially do not forget the day when you stood before Jehovah your God at Horeb, when
Jehovah said to me, Gather the people to Me, and I will let them hear My words, so that
they may learn to fear Me all the days that they live upon the earth and may teach their
children as much.
And you came near and stood at the foot of the mountain; and the mountain was burning
with fire up into the heart of heaven, with darkness, cloud, and deep darkness there .
And Jehovah spoke to you from the midst of the fire. The sound of words could you hear,
but no form could you see; there was only a voice.
And He declared to you His covenant, which He commanded you to do, the Ten
Commandments; and He wrote them upon two tablets of stone.
And Jehovah commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and ordinances for you to
do in the land which you are about to cross over into to possess.
So take careful heed to your souls, for you did not see any form at all on the day when
Jehovah spoke to you at Horeb from the midst of the fire,
So that you do not spoil yourselves and make for yourselves an idol, a form of any image, a
figure of male or female,
A figure of any animal which is on the earth, a figure of any winged bird which flies in the sky,
A figure of anything that crawls on the ground, a figure of any fish that is in the water under
the earth;
And take heed that, when you lift up your eyes to the sky and see the sun and the moon
and the stars, all the host of heaven, you are not drawn away in worship to them and that
you do not serve them, which Jehovah your God has assigned to all the peoples under all
heaven.
But Jehovah has taken you and brought you forth from the iron furnace, from Egypt, that
you would be to Him a people for His inheritance, as you are this day.
But Jehovah was angry with me on your account and swore that I would not cross over the
Jordan and that I would not enter the good land which Jehovah your God is giving you as
an inheritance.
For I am to die in this land; I am not to cross over the Jordan. But you are crossing over and
you will possess this good land.
Take heed to yourselves that you do not forget the covenant of Jehovah your God, which
He has made with you, and make for yourselves an idol, the form of anything, which
Jehovah your God has forbidden you to make .
For Jehovah your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.

II. Moses set before the children of Israel life and death and charged them to
choose life—30:15, 19-20:
Deut 30:15
Deut 30:19

See, I have put before you today life and good, and death and evil.
I call heaven and earth to witness against you today: I have set before you life and death,
blessing and curse; therefore choose life that you and your seed may live,
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Deut 30:20

A.

In loving Jehovah your God by listening to His voice and holding fast to Him; for He is your
life and the length of your days, that you may dwell upon the land which Jehovah swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.

With God is the fountain of life—Psa. 36:9a:
Psa 36:9a

For with You is the fountain of life; …

1.

God wants us to take Him as the fountain, the source, of our life and our being—v.
9a.

2.

The divine life may be considered the first and the basic attribute of God—Eph. 4:18;
John 5:26; 1 John 5:11-12; Rom. 8:2:

Psa 36:9a

Eph 4:18
John 5:26
1 John 5:11
1 John 5:12
Rom 8:2

a.

For with You is the fountain of life;…

Being darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because
of the ignorance which is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;
For just as the Father has life in Himself, so He gave to the Son to also have
life in Himself;
And this is the testimony, that God gave to us eternal life and this life is in His
Son.
He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does
not have the life.
For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law of sin
and of death.

According to the divine and eternal nature of the life of God, God’s life is the
unique life; only the life of God can be counted as life—John 1:4; 10:10b;
11:25; 14:6.
John 1:4
In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
John 10:10b … I have come that they may have life and may have it abundantly.
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into
Me, even if he should die, shall live;
John 14:6
Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; no one
comes to the Father except through Me.

b.

Life is the content of God and the flowing out of God; God’s content is God’s
being, and God’s flowing out is the impartation of Himself as life to us—Eph.
4:18; Rev. 22:1.
Eph 4:18

Rev 22:1

c.

Life is the Triune God dispensed into us and living in us—Rom. 8:2, 6, 10-11.
Rom 8:2
Rom 8:6
Rom 8:10
Rom 8:11

B.

Being darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God
because of the ignorance which is in them, because of the hardness of
their heart;
And he showed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceeding
out of the throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its street.
For the law of the Spirit of life has freed me in Christ Jesus from the law
of sin and of death.
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life
and peace.
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit
is life because of righteousness.
And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.

In Genesis 2:9, 16-17 we see two choices before man—the tree of life and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil:
Gen 2:9

Gen 2:16
Gen 2:17

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant to the
sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden you may
eat freely,
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of it you shall not eat; for in the day
that you eat of it you shall surely die.
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1.

The tree of life signifies the Triune God embodied in Christ as life to man in the form
of food—v. 9; Rev. 2:7; John 1:4; 14:6a; 10:10b; 6:35, 57, 63.
Gen 2:9

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant
to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the
garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Rev 2:7
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him
who overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
Paradise of God.
John 1:4
In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
John 14:6a Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; …
John 10:10b … I have come that they may have life and may have it abundantly.
John 6:35
Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall by no
means hunger, and he who believes into Me shall by no means ever thirst.
John 6:57
As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who
eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.
John 6:63
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have
spoken to you are spirit and are life.

2.

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil signifies Satan as the source of death—
Heb. 2:14.
Heb 2:14

3.

The tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil represent two
principles of living—the principle of life (dependence on God) and the principle of
right and wrong (independence from God)—Gen. 2:9, 16-17; 4:3-4; Jer. 17:5; John
15:5.
Gen 2:9

Gen 2:16
Gen 2:17
Gen 4:3
Gen 4:4
Jer 17:5
John 15:5

4.
5.

Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also Himself in
like manner partook of the same, that through death He might destroy him who
has the might of death, that is, the devil,

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant
to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the
garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden
you may eat freely,
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of it you shall not eat; for in
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.
And in the course of time Cain brought an offering to Jehovah from the fruit of
the ground.
And Abel also brought an offering, from the firstlings of his flock, that is, from
their fat portions. And Jehovah had regard for Abel and for his offering.
Thus says Jehovah, / Cursed is the man who trusts in man / And makes flesh
his arm / And whose heart turns away from Jehovah.
I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he
bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

These two trees are working within us as two principles of living.
The Gospel of John reveals that the tree of life is versus the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil—4:10-14, 20-21, 23-24; 9:1-3; 11:20-27.
John 4:10

John 4:11
John 4:12
John 4:13
John 4:14

John 4:20

Jesus answered and said to her, If you knew the gift of God and who it is who
says to you, Give Me a drink, you would have asked Him, and He would have
given you living water.
The woman said to Him, Sir, You have no bucket, and the well is deep; where
then do You get this living water?
Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank of it
himself, as well as his sons and his cattle?
Jesus answered and said to her, Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again,
But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst
forever; but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water
springing up into eternal life.
Our fathers worshipped in this mountain, yet you say that in Jerusalem is the
place where men must worship.
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John 4:21
John 4:23
John 4:24
John 9:1
John 9:2
John 9:3
John 11:20
John 11:21
John 11:22
John 11:23
John 11:24
John 11:25
John 11:26
John 11:27

6.

In our Christian life and church life, we should discern matters not according to right
and wrong but according to life and death—2 Cor. 11:3; Gen. 2:9, 16-17.
2 Cor 11:3
Gen 2:9

Gen 2:16
Gen 2:17

C.

Jesus said to her, Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.
But an hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will worship the
Father in spirit and truthfulness, for the Father also seeks such to worship Him.
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truthfulness.
And as He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth.
And His disciples asked Him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he would be born blind?
Jesus answered, Neither has this man sinned nor his parents, but he was born
so, that the works of God might be manifested in him.
Martha therefore, when she heard that Jesus was coming, went to meet Him;
but Mary sat in the house.
Then Martha said to Jesus, Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not
have died.
But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.
Jesus said to her, Your brother will rise again.
Martha said to Him, I know that he will rise again in the resurrection in the last day.
Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me,
even if he should die, shall live;
And everyone who lives and believes into Me shall by no means die forever.
Do you believe this?
She said to Him, Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of
God, He who comes into the world.

But I fear lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your
thoughts would be corrupted from the simplicity and the purity toward Christ.
And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant
to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the
garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden
you may eat freely,
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, of it you shall not eat; for in
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.

By the resurrection life of Christ in our spirit, we can be victorious over the attack of death
upon the church—Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:24; 2 Tim. 1:10:
Matt 16:18
Acts 2:24
2 Tim 1:10

1.

And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church,
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was not
possible for Him to be held by it.
But now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who
nullified death and brought life and incorruption to light through the gospel,

Death is the characteristic of Satan’s work; the ultimate goal of his work is to saturate
man with death—Heb. 2:14-15.
Heb 2:14

Heb 2:15

2.

Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also Himself in
like manner partook of the same, that through death He might destroy him who
has the might of death, that is, the devil,
And might release those who because of the fear of death through all their life
were held in slavery.

Matthew 16:18 shows us from what source the attack upon the church will come—
“the gates of Hades,” that is, death:
Matt 16:18

a.

And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

Satan’s special object is to spread death within the church, and his greatest fear
with regard to the church is her resistance to his power of death—Rev. 2:8, 10-11.
Rev 2:8

And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: These things says
the First and the Last, who became dead and lived again:
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Rev 2:10

Rev 2:11

b.

The church that is built upon “this rock” can discern between death and life, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail against the church—Matt. 16:18.
Matt 16:18

3.

Do not fear the things that you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is
about to cast some of you into prison that you may be tried, and you will
have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you
the crown of life.
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He
who overcomes shall by no means be hurt of the second death.

And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build
My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

If we would overcome the attack of death, we need to know Christ as the First and the
Last and the living One—the One who became dead and lived again and the One who
has the keys of death and of Hades—Rev. 1:17-18; 2:8.
Rev 1:17
Rev 1:18
Rev 2:8

And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead; and He placed His right hand on
me, saying, Do not fear; I am the First and the Last
And the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I am living forever and
ever; and I have the keys of death and of Hades.
And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: These things says the
First and the Last, who became dead and lived again:

III. Moses set before the children of Israel blessing and curse—Deut. 30:19:
Deut 30:19

A.

I call heaven and earth to witness against you today: I have set before you life and death,
blessing and curse; therefore choose life that you and your seed may live,

In Genesis 1:26-28 God blessed man to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it,
because God saw on earth a living creature bearing His image and having His dominion.
Gen 1:26

Gen 1:27
Gen 1:28

B.

And God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of heaven and over
the cattle and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.
And God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male
and female He created them.
And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
heaven and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.

In order to be a blessing to His chosen people, God must have a kingdom, a realm, a
sphere, on earth to exercise His administration under His full, divine authority—Matt. 6:10;
Col. 1:13:
Matt 6:10
Col 1:13

1.
2.

Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth.
Who delivered us out of the authority of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom
of the Son of His love,

Without such a kingdom, God does not have a realm in which to accomplish His
purpose.
Once there is a kingdom, the kingdom becomes the realm, the sphere, for God to
exercise Himself to bless us—Rev. 11:15.
Rev 11:15

And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud voices in heaven,
saying, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of
His Christ, and He will reign forever and ever.

3.
C.

We all want to receive blessing, but we may not realize that the blessing requires a
sphere of God’s authority, a sphere under God’s administration.
God “has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”—Eph. 1:3:
Eph 1:3

1.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ,

God has blessed us with His speaking; all the speaking in verses 4 through 14 is
God’s blessing.
Eph 1:4

Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy and
without blemish before Him in love,
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Eph 1:5
Eph 1:6
Eph 1:7
Eph 1:8
Eph 1:9
Eph 1:10
Eph 1:11

Eph 1:12
Eph 1:13
Eph 1:14

2.
3.

Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to
the good pleasure of His will,
To the praise of the glory of His grace, with which He graced us in the Beloved;
In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of offenses,
according to the riches of His grace,
Which He caused to abound to us in all wisdom and prudence,
Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure,
which He purposed in Himself,
Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ,
the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him;
In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated
according to the purpose of the One who works all things according to the
counsel of His will,
That we would be to the praise of His glory who have first hoped in Christ,
In whom you also, having heard the word of the truth, the gospel of your salvation,
in Him also believing, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of the promise,
Who is the pledge of our inheritance unto the redemption of the acquired
possession, to the praise of His glory.

Every indicates the all-inclusiveness of God’s blessings.
Spiritual indicates the relationship of God’s blessings to the Holy Spirit:
a.
All the blessings with which God has blessed us are related to the Holy Spirit.
b.
The Spirit of God is not only the channel but also the reality of God’s blessings.
c.
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit are all related to the blessings
bestowed upon us—vv. 4-14; 3:16-17; 4:4-6.
Eph 1:4
Eph 1:5
Eph 1:6
Eph 1:7
Eph 1:8
Eph 1:9
Eph 1:10
Eph 1:11

Eph 1:12
Eph 1:13

Eph 1:14
Eph 3:16
Eph 3:17
Eph 4:4
Eph 4:5
Eph 4:6

d.

Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world to be holy
and without blemish before Him in love,
Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself,
according to the good pleasure of His will,
To the praise of the glory of His grace, with which He graced us in the
Beloved;
In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
offenses, according to the riches of His grace,
Which He caused to abound to us in all wisdom and prudence,
Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good
pleasure, which He purposed in Himself,
Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in
Christ, the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him;
In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been
predestinated according to the purpose of the One who works all things
according to the counsel of His will,
That we would be to the praise of His glory who have first hoped in Christ,
In whom you also, having heard the word of the truth, the gospel of your
salvation, in Him also believing, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of
the promise,
Who is the pledge of our inheritance unto the redemption of the acquired
possession, to the praise of His glory.
That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man,
That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you,
being rooted and grounded in love,
One Body and one Spirit, even as also you were called in one hope of
your calling;
One Lord, one faith, one baptism;
One God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

God’s blessing is mainly the dispensing of the Triune God into us—2 Cor.
13:14.
2 Cor 13:14

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the

148

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

4.

5.

6.

Heavenlies indicates not only the heavenly place but also the heavenly nature, state,
characteristic, and atmosphere of the spiritual blessings with which God has blessed
us:
a.
These blessings are from the heavens, having a heavenly nature, heavenly state,
heavenly characteristic, and heavenly atmosphere.
b.
The believers in Christ are enjoying on earth these blessings, which are spiritual
as well as heavenly.
In Christ indicates that Christ is the virtue, the instrument, and the sphere in which
God has blessed us:
a.
In Christ God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies.
b.
We praise the Lord that we are in Christ, who is the virtue, the instrument, the
sphere, and the channel in which we have been blessed.
Since the nature of these blessings is spiritual, we need to exercise our spirit to
realize, experience, and partake of them in our spirit—Rom. 8:4.
Rom 8:4

D.

God’s blessing is intrinsically related to oneness—Psa. 133:1, 3:
Psa 133:1
Psa 133:3

1.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is / For brothers to dwell in unity!
Like the dew of Hermon / That came down upon the mountains of Zion. / For there
Jehovah commanded the blessing: / Life forever.

The unity spoken of in verse 1 is a picture of the genuine oneness in the New
Testament; this oneness is the processed and consummated Triune God mingled with
the believers in Christ—John 17:21-23.
Psa 133:1
John 17:21
John 17:22
John 17:23

2.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is / For brothers to dwell in unity!
That they all may be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that
they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that You have sent Me.
And the glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be
one, even as We are one;
I in them, and You in Me, that they may be perfected into one, that the world
may know that You have sent Me and have loved them even as You have
loved Me.

There in Psalm 133:3 refers to the oneness upon which the Lord commands the
blessing—life forever.
Psa 133:3

E.

That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not
walk according to the flesh but according to the spirit.

Like the dew of Hermon / That came down upon the mountains of Zion. / For
there Jehovah commanded the blessing: / Life forever.

Through His shepherding in His recovery by life, the Lord brings us into the enjoyment of
His blessing and causes us to become a source of blessing under the showers of blessing—
Ezek. 34:23, 26-27a, 29; Zech. 10:1:
Ezek 34:23

And I will set up over them one Shepherd, My Servant David, and He will feed them;
He will feed them, and He will be their Shepherd.
Ezek 34:26 And I will make them and the places around My hill a blessing, and I will cause the
showers to come down in their season; there will be showers of blessing.
Ezek 34:27a And the trees of the field will yield their fruit, and the earth will yield its increase, and
they will be secure in their land; …
Ezek 34:29 And I will raise up for them a planting place of renown, and they will no longer be
consumed with famine in the land and no longer bear the disgrace of the nations.
Zech 10:1
Ask rain of Jehovah / At the time of spring rain, / Of Jehovah who makes the
lightning, / And He will give them showers of rain, / To everyone herbage in the
field.

1.

First, we ourselves enjoy the Lord’s blessing, and then the Lord will cause us to
become a source of blessing to others so that they may be supplied—Ezek. 34:26.
Ezek 34:26

And I will make them and the places around My hill a blessing, and I will cause
the showers to come down in their season; there will be showers of blessing.
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2.

God will cause the showers of blessing to come down in season—Zech. 10:1.
Zech 10:1

F.

Ask rain of Jehovah / At the time of spring rain, / Of Jehovah who makes the
lightning, / And He will give them showers of rain, / To everyone herbage in the
field.

The greatest blessing that we receive from the Lord is not what the Lord gives us; it is what
the Lord makes us, what He enables us to become—Rev. 3:12:
Rev 3:12

1.

He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall by
no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name of My God and the
name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from
My God, and My new name.

The Lord’s promise in Revelation 3:12 is to make the overcomer a pillar in the temple
of God:
Rev 3:12

a.

He who overcomes, him I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he
shall by no means go out anymore, and I will write upon him the name of My
God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which descends
out of heaven from My God, and My new name.

Becoming a pillar in the temple of God involves transformation and building—
21:22; 2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 2:21-22; 4:16.
Rev 21:22
2 Cor 3:18

Eph 2:21
Eph 2:22
Eph 4:16

b.

It is a great blessing for the Lord to transform us and build us into His temple;
this involves our being, what we are in Christ—Col. 1:27-28.
Col 1:27

Col 1:28

2.

Rev 21:11

And he carried me away in spirit onto a great and high mountain and showed
me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
Having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper
stone, as clear as crystal.

In the church life we should not expect outward blessings; rather, it is crucial for us to
realize that the Lord’s blessing is to transform us into precious material and then build
us into His dwelling place—Eph. 2:21-22.
Eph 2:21
Eph 2:22

G.

To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of
this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory,
Whom we announce, admonishing every man and teaching every man in
all wisdom that we may present every man full-grown in Christ;

If we see this vision, we will realize that in the church life the Lord’s intention is not
to do something outside of us but to transform us into another kind of being for His
corporate expression—Rev. 21:10-11.
Rev 21:10

3.

And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb
are its temple.
But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit.
In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy
temple in the Lord;
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in
spirit.
Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit
together through every joint of the rich supply and through the operation
in the measure of each one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the
building up of itself in love.

In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in
the Lord;
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.

The normal life of a Christian is a life of blessing, and the normal work of a Christian is a
work of blessing—Num. 6:23-27; Matt. 5:3-11; 24:46; John 20:29; Gal. 3:14; 2 Cor. 9:6;
Rom. 15:29.
Num 6:23

Speak to Aaron and to his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the children of Israel;
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Num 6:24
Num 6:25
Num 6:26
Num 6:27
Matt 5:3
Matt 5:4
Matt 5:5
Matt 5:6
Matt 5:7
Matt 5:8
Matt 5:9
Matt 5:10
Matt 5:11
Matt 24:46
John 20:29
Gal 3:14
2 Cor 9:6
Rom 15:29

H.

We must realize that in our work, in our Christian life, and in our church life, everything
depends on the Lord’s blessing—Eph. 1:3; Mal. 3:10.
Eph 1:3
Mal 3:10

I.

you shall say to them,
Jehovah bless you and keep you;
Jehovah make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you;
Jehovah lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.
So shall they put My name upon the children of Israel, that I Myself may bless them.
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of the heavens.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of the heavens.
Blessed are you when they reproach and persecute you, and while speaking lies, say
every evil thing against you because of Me.
Blessed is that slave whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing.
Jesus said to him, Because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those
who have not seen and have believed.
In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that
we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
But take note of this: He who sows sparingly shall also sparingly reap; and he who
sows with blessings shall also with blessings reap;
And I know that when I come to you, I will come in the fullness of the blessing of
Christ.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ,
Bring the whole tithe to the storehouse that there may be food in My house; and
prove Me, if you will, by this, says Jehovah of hosts, whether I will open to you the
windows of heaven and pour out blessing for you until there is no room for it.

We need to pray, “Lord, please give us a vision that we may see the meaning of Your
blessing, and have mercy on us that, unhindered, we may be able to receive Your blessing.”
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