KEY STATEMENTS
FOR THE 2019 THANKSGIVING CONFERENCE
God’s will for us concerning the all-inclusive, extensive Christ
is that we would know Christ, experience Christ,
enjoy Christ, be saturated with Christ,
and have Christ become our life and person.
We can walk in Christ as our living land
and absorb Christ as our rich soil, in which we have been rooted,
so that we may grow with the elements that we absorb from the soil
and be made full in Christ in our experience.
Because all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ
and because we have been put into Him,
we have been made full in Him—filled up with the divine riches—
and all that He is and all that He has belong to us,
and all that He has experienced has become our history.
If we allow the peace of Christ to arbitrate in us
and if we are filled with the word of Christ,
we shall have the new man in a practical way;
all the saints in all the churches throughout the Lord’s recovery
will be living Christ in the one new man.
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Outline of the Messages for the Thanksgiving Conference
November 28—December 1, 2019

GENERAL SUBJECT:
KNOWING AND EXPERIENCING
THE ALL-INCLUSIVE, EXTENSIVE CHRIST
Message One
The Will of God concerning the All-inclusive, Extensive Christ
RK Hymns: 189, 538

Scripture Reading: Rev. 4:11; Eph. 1:5, 9, 11; Col. 1:9-10, 27; 2:6-7; 3:4, 10-11; 4:12
Rev 4:11

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, for You
have created all things, and because of Your will they were, and were created.
Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of
His will,
Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in
Himself,
In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated according to the
purpose of the One who works all things according to the counsel of His will,
Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf
that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,
To walk worthily of the Lord to please Him in all things, bearing fruit in every good work and
growing by the full knowledge of God,
To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,
As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in Him,
Having been rooted and being built up in Him, and being established in the faith even as you were
taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according to the
image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian,
slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.
Epaphras, who is one of you, a slave of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling on your behalf
in his prayers that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God.

Eph 1:5
Eph 1:9
Eph 1:11
Col 1:9
Col 1:10
Col 1:27
Col 2:6
Col 2:7
Col 3:4
Col 3:10
Col 3:11
Col 4:12

I.

God is a God of purpose, having a will of His own pleasure, and He created all
things for His will that He might accomplish and fulfill His purpose—Rev.
4:11; Eph. 3:9-11; Col. 1:9:
Rev 4:11
Eph 3:9
Eph 3:10
Eph 3:11
Col 1:9

A.

God’s will is God’s wish; God’s will is what He wants to do—Eph. 1:9.
Eph 1:9

B.

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, for
You have created all things, and because of Your will they were, and were created.
And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which
throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things,
In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the multifarious wisdom
of God might be made known through the church,
According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord,
Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and asking on your
behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding,
Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He
purposed in Himself,

God’s good pleasure is of God’s will; His good pleasure is embodied in His will—v. 5.
Eph 1:5

Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will,
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C.

God’s will is His determination for the carrying out of His purpose—v. 11; 1 Cor. 1:1.
Eph 1:11

1 Cor 1:1

D.

God has made known to us the mystery of His will through His revelation in Christ, that is,
through Christ’s incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension—Eph. 1:9; 3:9.
Eph 1:9

Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He
purposed in Himself,
And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which
throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things,

Eph 3:9

E.

In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated
according to the purpose of the One who works all things according to the counsel of
His will,
Paul, a called apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God, and Sosthenes the
brother,

God works all things according to the counsel of His will; God’s will is His intention, and
His counsel is His consideration of the way to accomplish His will—1:11.
Eph 1:11

In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated
according to the purpose of the One who works all things according to the counsel of
His will,

II. Colossians is a book concerning the great, eternal will of God—1:9; 4:12:
Col 1:9

Col 4:12

A.
B.

Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and asking on your
behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding,
Epaphras, who is one of you, a slave of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling on your
behalf in his prayers that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God.

The will of God mentioned in this book is not His will in small matters—it is the eternal
will of God, the great will of God.
Colossians reveals what God’s will is according to His desire and intention in the whole
universe, in creation, in redemption, in the present age, in the coming age, and in eternity—
Eph. 1:5, 9, 11; 3:9-11; Matt. 16:18; Rev. 19:7-9; 11:15; 21:2.
Eph 1:5
Eph 1:9
Eph 1:11
Eph 3:9
Eph 3:10
Eph 3:11
Matt 16:18
Rev 19:7
Rev 19:8
Rev 19:9
Rev 11:15

Rev 21:2

C.

Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will,
Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He
purposed in Himself,
In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated according
to the purpose of the One who works all things according to the counsel of His will,
And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which
throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things,
In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the multifarious
wisdom of God might be made known through the church,
According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord,
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church,
and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
Let us rejoice and exult, and let us give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb
has come, and His wife has made herself ready.
And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and clean; for
the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.
And he said to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the marriage dinner of
the Lamb. And he said to me, These are the true words of God.
And the seventh angel trumpeted; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, The
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He
will reign forever and ever.
And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

We need to be filled with the full knowledge of God’s will—Col. 1:9:
Col 1:9

Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and asking on
your behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding,
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1.

God’s will in Colossians 1:9 is His will regarding His eternal purpose, regarding His
economy concerning Christ—Eph. 1:5, 9, 11.
Col 1:9

Eph 1:5
Eph 1:9
Eph 1:11

2.

Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and
asking on your behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in
all spiritual wisdom and understanding,
Predestinating us unto sonship through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to
the good pleasure of His will,
Making known to us the mystery of His will according to His good pleasure,
which He purposed in Himself,
In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been predestinated
according to the purpose of the One who works all things according to the
counsel of His will,

To have the full knowledge of God’s will is to have the revelation of God’s plan so
that we may know what God plans to do in the universe—Rev. 4:11:
Rev 4:11

a.

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and the
power, for You have created all things, and because of Your will they were, and
were created.

God’s plan is to make Christ everything in the divine economy—Matt. 17:5;
Col. 1:15-18; 3:10-11.
Matt 17:5

Col 1:15
Col 1:16

Col 1:17
Col 1:18
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

b.

The revelation of God’s plan opens the way for us to have more experience of
Christ—2:16-17; 3:4, 15-16.
Col 2:16
Col 2:17
Col 3:4
Col 3:15
Col 3:16

3.

While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them,
and behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is My Son, the
Beloved, in whom I have found My delight. Hear Him!
Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,
Because in Him all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth,
the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or lordships or rulers or
authorities; all things have been created through Him and unto Him.
And He is before all things, and all things cohere in Him;
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the
Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a
feast or of a new moon or of the Sabbath,
Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ.
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with
Him in glory.
And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in your hearts, to which also you
were called in one Body; and be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to God.

To know and experience the all-inclusive, extensive Christ requires “all spiritual
wisdom and understanding”—1:9:
Col 1:9

a.

Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and
asking on your behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in
all spiritual wisdom and understanding,

Spiritual wisdom and understanding are of the Spirit of God in our spirit—Eph.
1:17; 1 Cor. 2:11-12; 6:17; 1 John 5:20.
Eph 1:17
1 Cor 2:11

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him,
For who among men knows the things of man, except the spirit of man
which is in him? In the same way, the things of God also no one has
known except the Spirit of God.
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1 Cor 2:12

1 Cor 6:17
1 John 5:20

b.

Wisdom is in our spirit to perceive God’s eternal will; spiritual understanding is
in our mind, renewed by the Spirit, to understand and interpret what we perceive
in our spirit—Eph. 1:17; 4:23.
Eph 1:17
Eph 4:23

D.

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him,
And that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind

Walking worthily of the Lord issues from having the full knowledge of God’s will; such a
walk is one in which we live Christ—Col. 1:10; Phil. 1:19-21a.
Col 1:10
Phil 1:19
Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21a

E.

But we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit which is
from God, that we may know the things which have been graciously
given to us by God;
But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.
And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an
understanding that we might know Him who is true; and we are in Him
who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.

To walk worthily of the Lord to please Him in all things, bearing fruit in every good
work and growing by the full knowledge of God,
For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame,
but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether through life or through death.
For to me, to live is Christ …

We need to stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God—Col. 4:12.
Col 4:12

Epaphras, who is one of you, a slave of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling
on your behalf in his prayers that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the
will of God.

III. The will of God for us is that we know the all-inclusive, extensive Christ,
experience Him, and live Him as our life—1:9, 15-18; 3:4:
Col 1:9

Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and asking on your
behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding,
Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,
Because in Him all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and the
invisible, whether thrones or lordships or rulers or authorities; all things have been created
through Him and unto Him.
And He is before all things, and all things cohere in Him;
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the
dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.

Col 1:15
Col 1:16

Col 1:17
Col 1:18
Col 3:4

A.

The will of God is in Christ, concentrated in Christ, and for Christ; Christ is everything in
the will of God—1:9.
Col 1:9

B.

Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and asking on
your behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding,

For Christ to be the Firstborn of both the original creation and the new creation means that
He is both all-inclusive and extensive—vv. 15, 18:
Col 1:15
Col 1:18

1.

Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from
the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

The extensive Christ is the Christ who is more vast than the universe and who is
everything to us—Eph. 3:18.
Eph 3:18

2.

May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and
length and height and depth are

Christ, the Savior and Lord in whom we believe, is limitless and inexhaustible; since
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He is without limitation, the revelation concerning Him must also be without
limitation—vv. 2-5, 8-9.
Eph 3:2

If indeed you have heard of the stewardship of the grace of God which was
given to me for you,
That by revelation the mystery was made known to me, as I have written
previously in brief,
By which, in reading it, you can perceive my understanding in the mystery of
Christ,
Which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has
now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in spirit,
To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel
And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is,
which throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things,

Eph 3:3
Eph 3:4
Eph 3:5
Eph 3:8
Eph 3:9

C.

The Christ unveiled in Colossians is the all-inclusive, extensive, preeminent One, the
centrality and universality, the center and the circumference, of God’s economy—1:15-18,
27; 2:16-17; 3:4, 10-11; Eph. 1:10; 3:11:
Col 1:15
Col 1:16

Col 1:17
Col 1:18
Col 1:27
Col 2:16
Col 2:17
Col 3:4
Col 3:10
Col 3:11
Eph 1:10
Eph 3:11

1.

Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,
Because in Him all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth, the visible
and the invisible, whether thrones or lordships or rulers or authorities; all things have
been created through Him and unto Him.
And He is before all things, and all things cohere in Him;
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from
the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;
To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,
Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a feast or of a
new moon or of the Sabbath,
Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ.
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according
to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.
Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, the
things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him;
According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord,

Colossians reveals the all-inclusive Christ—the One who is God, man, and the reality
of every positive thing in the universe—2:9, 16-17.
Col 2:9
Col 2:16
Col 2:17

2.

In God’s economy Christ is everything; God wants Christ and Christ alone—the
wonderful, preeminent, all-inclusive Christ, who is all in all—Matt. 17:5; Col. 3:1011.
Matt 17:5

Col 3:10
Col 3:11

3.

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,
Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a feast
or of a new moon or of the Sabbath,
Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ.

While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and
behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I
have found My delight. Hear Him!
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

The all-inclusive, extensive Christ is the center of God’s economy; God’s dispensing
is altogether related to Christ and focused on Him—Eph. 3:17a.
Eph 3:17a

That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, …
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4.

God’s will, His intention, in His economy is to work the wonderful, all-inclusive,
extensive Christ into our being as our life and everything so that we may become the
corporate expression of the Triune God—Col. 1:27; 3:4, 10-11.
Col 1:27
Col 3:4
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

D.

The will of God is that the all-inclusive, extensive Christ be our portion, our life, our
constituent, and our peace—1:9, 12; 3:4, 10-11, 15:
Col 1:9

Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and asking on
your behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in all spiritual
wisdom and understanding,
Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted portion
of the saints in the light;
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according
to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.
And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in your hearts, to which also you were called in
one Body; and be thankful.

Col 1:12
Col 3:4
Col 3:10
Col 3:11
Col 3:15

1.

In 1:9 God’s will refers to Christ; the will of God is profound in relation to our
knowing, experiencing, and living in the all-inclusive, extensive Christ.
Col 1:9

2.

Therefore we also, since the day we heard of it, do not cease praying and
asking on your behalf that you may be filled with the full knowledge of His will in
all spiritual wisdom and understanding,

God’s will for us is that we would know Christ, experience Christ, enjoy Christ, be
saturated with Christ, and have Christ become our life and person—3:4, 10-11; Eph.
3:16-17.
Col 3:4
Col 3:10
Col 3:11
Eph 3:16
Eph 3:17

3.

When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.
That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with power through His Spirit into the inner man,
That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being
rooted and grounded in love,

God’s will is that we, having the all-inclusive, extensive Christ, should walk in
Him—Col. 2:6:
Col 2:6

a.
b.

As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in Him,

To walk in Christ is to live, act, behave, and have our being in Him.
As we walk in Christ, we will be rooted in Him to have downward growth and
be built up to have upward growth—vv. 6-7.
Col 2:6
Col 2:7

E.

To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in
glory.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in Him,
Having been rooted and being built up in Him, and being established in
the faith even as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

We should estimate and evaluate everything according to the all-inclusive, extensive
Christ—v. 8:
Col 2:8

Beware that no one carries you off as spoil through his philosophy and empty deceit,
according to the tradition of men, according to the elements of the world, and not
according to Christ;
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1.

F.

Christ is the governing principle of all genuine wisdom and knowledge, the reality of
all genuine teaching, and the only measure of all concepts acceptable to God.
2.
Only when we have a clear view of the place of the all-inclusive, extensive Christ in
God’s economy will we be able to see through delusion and deception.
We need to be infused, saturated, and permeated with the all-inclusive, extensive Christ
until in our experience He is everything to us—1:27; 2:16-17; 3:4, 10-11:
Col 1:27
Col 2:16
Col 2:17
Col 3:4
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

1.
2.

To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,
Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a feast or of a
new moon or of the Sabbath,
Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ.
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according
to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

The all-inclusive, extensive Christ is in us, but we need to see Him, know Him, be
filled with Him, be saturated with Him, and be absolutely one with Him.
We should allow the all-inclusive, extensive Christ to fill our whole being and to
replace our culture with Himself—Eph. 3:17a; Col. 3:10-11:
Eph 3:17a
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

a.

That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, …
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

The more Christ replaces our natural life and culture with Himself, the more we
will be able to declare, “To live is Christ”; to us, to live will be the Christ who
takes full possession of us, occupies us, and fills us with Himself—Phil. 1:21a.
Phil 1:21a

b.

For to me, to live is Christ …

The all-inclusive, extensive Christ desires to replace every element of our
natural life and culture with Himself so that we may be the one new man as His
corporate expression; this is the message of the book of Colossians—3:10-11.
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full
knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.
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Message Two
Knowing and Experiencing the All-inclusive, Extensive Christ
as the Good Land—Our Allotted Portion
RA Hymns: 542, 812

Scripture Reading: Col. 1:12; 2:6-15, 19; Exo. 3:8; Deut. 8:8-9; 26:9
Col 1:12
Col 2:6
Col 2:7
Col 2:8
Col 2:9
Col 2:10
Col 2:11
Col 2:12
Col 2:13
Col 2:14
Col 2:15
Col 2:19
Exo 3:8

Deut 8:8
Deut 8:9
Deut 26:9

I.

Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted portion of the saints
in the light;
As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in Him,
Having been rooted and being built up in Him, and being established in the faith even as you were
taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
Beware that no one carries you off as spoil through his philosophy and empty deceit, according to
the tradition of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ;
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,
And you have been made full in Him, who is the Head of all rule and authority.
In Him also you were circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands, in the putting off of
the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ,
Buried together with Him in baptism, in which also you were raised together with Him through the
faith of the operation of God, who raised Him from the dead.
And you, though dead in your offenses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made alive
together with Him, having forgiven us all our offenses;
Wiping out the handwriting in ordinances, which was against us, which was contrary to us; and He
has taken it out of the way, nailing it to the cross.
Stripping off the rulers and the authorities, He made a display of them openly, triumphing over
them in it.
And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit together by
means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.
And I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out
of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the
Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the
Jebusites.
A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive trees with
oil and of honey;
A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in it; a land whose
stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine copper.
And He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, a land flowing with milk and
honey.

Christ as the preeminent and all-inclusive One is the allotted portion of the
saints—Col. 1:12:
Col 1:12

A.

Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted portion of the
saints in the light;

The allotted portion refers to the lot of the inheritance, as illustrated by the allotment of the
good land of Canaan given to the children of Israel for their inheritance—Josh. 14:1.
Josh 14:1

B.

And these are what the children of Israel received as inheritances in the land of
Canaan, which Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun and the heads of the
fathers' houses of the tribes of the children of Israel gave to them as inheritances,

The New Testament believers’ allotted portion is not a physical land; it is the all-inclusive
Christ as the life-giving Spirit—Col. 2:6-7; Gal. 3:14:
Col 2:6
Col 2:7
Gal 3:14

1.

As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in Him,
Having been rooted and being built up in Him, and being established in the faith even
as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that
we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

The riches of the good land typify the unsearchable riches of Christ in different
aspects as the bountiful supply to His believers in His Spirit—Deut. 8:7-10; Eph. 3:8;
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Phil. 1:19.
Deut 8:7
Deut 8:8
Deut 8:9
Deut 8:10
Eph 3:8
Phil 1:19

2.

For Jehovah your God is bringing you to a good land, a land of waterbrooks, of
springs and of fountains, flowing forth in valleys and in mountains;
A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land
of olive trees with oil and of honey;
A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in
it; a land whose stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine copper.
And you shall eat and be satisfied, and you shall bless Jehovah your God for
the good land which He has given you.
To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel
For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and
the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

By enjoying the riches of the land, the believers in Christ are built up to be His Body
as the house of God and the kingdom of God—Eph. 1:22-23; 2:21-22; 1 Tim. 3:15;
Matt. 16:18-19; Rom. 14:17.
Eph 1:22
Eph 1:23
Eph 2:21
Eph 2:22
1 Tim 3:15
Matt 16:18
Matt 16:19

Rom 14:17

And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all
things to the church,
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.
In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in
the Lord;
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit.
But if I delay, I write that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth.
And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of the heavens, and whatever you
bind on the earth shall have been bound in the heavens, and whatever you
loose on the earth shall have been loosed in the heavens.
For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

II. The purpose of God’s calling is to bring God’s chosen people into the
enjoyment of the all-inclusive, extensive Christ, typified by the good land
flowing with milk and honey—Exo. 3:8; cf. 1 Cor. 1:9:
Exo 3:8

1 Cor 1:9

A.

And I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them
up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to
the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the
Hivites and the Jebusites.
God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Milk and honey, which are the mingling of both the animal life and the vegetable life, are
two aspects of the life of Christ—the redeeming aspect and the generating aspect—Deut.
8:8; 26:9; cf. John 1:29; 12:24:
Deut 8:8
Deut 26:9
John 1:29
John 12:24

1.

A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land of olive
trees with oil and of honey;
And He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, a land flowing with
milk and honey.
The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world!
Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

The redeeming aspect of Christ’s life is for our judicial redemption, and the generating
aspect of Christ’s life is for our organic salvation—1:29; 12:24; Rev. 2:7; Rom. 5:10.
John 1:29

The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!
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John 12:24
Rev 2:7

Rom 5:10

2.

The symbols of the Lord’s table signify the redeeming and generating aspects of
Christ’s life for God’s complete salvation; thus, the good land has become a table, a
feast for our enjoyment—Matt. 26:26-28; 1 Cor. 10:17.
Matt 26:26
Matt 26:27
Matt 26:28
1 Cor 10:17

B.

Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and
dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him
who overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
Paradise of God.
For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of His Son,
much more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled,

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread and blessed it, and He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said, Take, eat; this is My body.
And He took a cup and gave thanks, and He gave it to them, saying, Drink of it,
all of you,
For this is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins.
Seeing that there is one bread, we who are many are one Body; for we all
partake of the one bread.

We must be “in the light” in order to enjoy the all-inclusive Christ as the good land in His
redeeming and generating aspects—Col. 1:12; 1 Pet. 2:9; Isa. 2:5:
Col 1:12
1 Pet 2:9

Isa 2:5

1.

Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you for a share of the allotted portion
of the saints in the light;
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people acquired for a
possession, so that you may tell out the virtues of Him who has called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light;
House of Jacob, come and let us walk in the light of Jehovah.

God is light—1 John 1:5.
1 John 1:5

2.

And this is the message which we have heard from Him and announce to you,
that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.

The word of God is light—Psa. 119:105, 130.
Psa 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet / And a light to my path.
Psa 119:130 The opening of Your words gives light, / Imparting understanding to the simple.

3.

Christ is light—John 8:12; 9:5.
John 8:12
John 9:5

4.

The life of Christ is light—1:4.
John 1:4

5.

Phil 2:15

You are the light of the world. It is impossible for a city situated upon a
mountain to be hidden.
That you may be blameless and guileless, children of God without blemish in
the midst of a crooked and perverted generation, among whom you shine as
luminaries in the world,

The church is a lampstand shining with light—Rev. 1:20; Psa. 73:16-17.
Rev 1:20

Psa 73:16
Psa 73:17

C.

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.

The believers are light—Matt. 5:14; Phil. 2:15.
Matt 5:14

6.

Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he who
follows Me shall by no means walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.

The mystery of the seven stars which you saw upon My right hand and the
seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the messengers of the seven
churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.
When I considered this in order to understand it, / It was a troublesome task in
my sight,
Until I went into the sanctuary of God; / Then I perceived their end.

We must eat God’s words to enjoy the all-inclusive Christ as the good land in His
redeeming and generating aspects; God’s word is milk for us to drink and honey for us to
eat—John 6:57, 63, 68; 1 Pet. 2:2; Psa. 119:103; Ezek. 3:3.
John 6:57

As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who eats Me,
he also shall live because of Me.
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John 6:63

It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken
to you are spirit and are life.
John 6:68
Simon Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal
life,
1 Pet 2:2
As newborn babes, long for the guileless milk of the word in order that by it you may
grow unto salvation,
Psa 119:103 How sweet are Your words to my taste! / Sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Ezek 3:3
And He said to me, Son of man, feed your stomach and fill your inward parts with this
scroll that I am giving you. And I ate it, and it was like honey in my mouth in its
sweetness.

D.

By enjoying Christ as the land of milk and honey, we will be constituted with Him as milk
and honey—“Your lips drip fresh honey, my bride; / Honey and milk are under your
tongue”—S. S. 4:11a:
1.
Honey restores the stricken ones, whereas milk feeds the new ones.
2.
The seeker has stored so many riches within her that food is under her tongue, and she
can dispense the riches of Christ to the needy ones at any time—Isa. 50:4; Matt.
12:35-36; Luke 4:22; Eph. 4:29-30.
Isa 50:4

Matt 12:35
Matt 12:36
Luke 4:22
Eph 4:29
Eph 4:30

3.

The Lord Jehovah has given me / The tongue of the instructed, / That I should
know how to sustain the weary with a word. / He awakens me morning by
morning; / He awakens my ear / To hear as an instructed one.
The good man, out of his good treasure, brings forth good things, and the evil
man, out of his evil treasure, brings forth evil things.
And I say to you that every idle word which men shall speak, they will render an
account concerning it in the day of judgment.
And all bore witness to Him and marveled at the words of grace proceeding out
of His mouth, and they said, Is not this Joseph's son?
Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but only that which is good for
building up, according to the need, that it may give grace to those who hear.
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were sealed unto the
day of redemption.

This sweetness is not produced overnight but comes from a long period of gathering,
inward activity, and careful storage—S. S. 4:16; 2 Cor. 12:7-9.
S. S. 4:16

2 Cor 12:7

2 Cor 12:8
2 Cor 12:9

Awake, O north wind; / And come, O south wind! / Blow upon my garden: / Let
its spices flow forth; / Let my beloved come into his garden / And eat his
choicest fruit.
And because of the transcendence of the revelations, in order that I might not
be exceedingly lifted up, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger
of Satan, that he might buffet me, in order that I might not be exceedingly lifted
up.
Concerning this I entreated the Lord three times that it might depart from me.
And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected
in weakness. Most gladly therefore I will rather boast in my weaknesses that
the power of Christ might tabernacle over me.

III. We can walk in Christ as our living land and absorb Christ as our rich soil, in
which we have been rooted, so that we may grow with the elein which we do
not lack anything; as we take time to absorb Him as the allments that we
absorb from the soil—Col. 2:6-7; cf. 1 Cor. 3:6, 9; Col. 2:19:
Col 2:6
Col 2:7
1 Cor 3:6
1 Cor 3:9
Col 2:19

A.

As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in Him,
Having been rooted and being built up in Him, and being established in the faith even as
you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
I planted, Apollos watered, but God caused the growth.
For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's cultivated land, God's building.
And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit
together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.

Colossians 2:8-15 presents a full description and definition of Christ as the soil inclusive
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land, the facts in these verses become our experience:
Col 2:8

Beware that no one carries you off as spoil through his philosophy and empty deceit,
according to the tradition of men, according to the elements of the world, and not
according to Christ;
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,
And you have been made full in Him, who is the Head of all rule and authority.
In Him also you were circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands, in the
putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ,
Buried together with Him in baptism, in which also you were raised together with Him
through the faith of the operation of God, who raised Him from the dead.
And you, though dead in your offenses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, He
made alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our offenses;
Wiping out the handwriting in ordinances, which was against us, which was contrary
to us; and He has taken it out of the way, nailing it to the cross.
Stripping off the rulers and the authorities, He made a display of them openly,
triumphing over them in it.

Col 2:9
Col 2:10
Col 2:11
Col 2:12
Col 2:13
Col 2:14
Col 2:15

1.

Christ as the soil is the One in whom all the fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily—
v. 9:
Col 2:9

a.

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,

Fullness refers not to the riches of God but to the expression of the riches of
God; what dwells in Christ is not only the riches of the Godhead but also the
expression of the riches of what God is—v. 9; 1:15, 19; 3:10-11.
Col 2:9
Col 1:15
Col 1:19
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

b.

When we are rooted in Christ as the soil, we are made full in Him; we are filled
up with all the divine riches to become His expression—Eph. 3:8, 17, 19.
Eph 3:8
Eph 3:17
Eph 3:19

c.

In Him also you were circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands, in
the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ,

In Christ as the soil there is an element that causes us to be buried— v. 12a.
Col 2:12a

5.

And you have been made full in Him, who is the Head of all rule and authority.

In Christ as the soil there is the killing power, which puts the flesh to death—v. 11.
Col 2:11

4.

That their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in love and
unto all the riches of the full assurance of understanding, unto the full
knowledge of the mystery of God, Christ,

Christ as the soil is the Head of all rule and authority—v. 10.
Col 2:10

3.

For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition
and the bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,

Christ as the soil is the history and mystery of God with all the riches of His
person and processes—Col. 2:2.
Col 2:2

2.

To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce
to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel
That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you,
being rooted and grounded in love,
And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be
filled unto all the fullness of God.

In Christ as the soil we are filled, completed, perfected, satisfied, and thoroughly
supplied; we do not lack anything—cf. Phil. 1:19.
Phil 1:19

d.

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,
Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,
For in Him all the fullness was pleased to dwell
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full
knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

Buried together with Him in baptism, …

In Christ as the soil there is an element that causes us to be raised up—v. 12b.
Col 2:12b

… in which also you were raised together with Him through the faith of the
operation of God, who raised Him from the dead.
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6.

In Christ as the soil there is an element that vivifies us—v. 13.
Col 2:13

7.

In Christ as the soil there is the wiping out of the handwriting in ordinances—v. 14.
Col 2:14

8.

Wiping out the handwriting in ordinances, which was against us, which was
contrary to us; and He has taken it out of the way, nailing it to the cross.

In Christ as the soil there is the victory over the evil spirits in the atmosphere—v. 15.
Col 2:15

B.

And you, though dead in your offenses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh,
He made alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our offenses;

Stripping off the rulers and the authorities, He made a display of them openly,
triumphing over them in it.

We must take time to enjoy the Lord as the all-inclusive land so that all the elements of
Christ as the rich soil may be absorbed into us for us to be made full in Him in our
experience—v. 10a; 4:2:
Col 2:10a
Col 4:2

1.

And you have been made full in Him, …
Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving,

If we would absorb the riches of Christ as the soil, we need to have tender, new
roots—cf. 2 Cor. 4:16.
2 Cor 4:16

2.

Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our
inner man is being renewed day by day.

We need to forget our situation, our condition, our failures, and our weaknesses and
simply take time to absorb the Lord; as we take time to absorb Him, we grow with the
growth of God in us for the building up of the Body of Christ—Luke 8:13; Matt.
14:22-23; 6:6; Col. 2:7a, 19.
Luke 8:13

Matt 14:22
Matt 14:23
Matt 6:6

Col 2:7a
Col 2:19

And those on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with
joy; yet these have no root, who believe only for a while, and in time of trial they
draw back.
And immediately He compelled the disciples to step into the boat and to go
before Him to the other side, while He sent the crowds away.
And after He sent the crowds away, He went up to the mountain privately to
pray. And when night fell, He was there alone.
But you, when you pray, enter into your private room, and shut your door and
pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will
repay you.
Having been rooted and being built up in Him, …
And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied
and knit together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of
God.
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Message Three
The All-inclusive, Extensive Christ
Having the Preeminence in All Things
MR Hymns: 863, 495

Scripture Reading: Col. 1:15, 18; 3:4, 10-11, 17; Rev. 2:4; Dan. 7:9-10
Col 1:15
Col 1:18
Col 3:4
Col 3:10
Col 3:11
Col 3:17
Rev 2:4
Dan 7:9

Dan 7:10

I.

Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that
He Himself might have the first place in all things;
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according to the
image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian,
slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.
And whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him.
But I have one thing against you, that you have left your first love.
I watched / Until thrones were set, / And the Ancient of Days sat down. / His clothing was like
white snow, / And the hair of His head was like pure wool; / His throne was flames of fire, / Its
wheels, burning fire.
A stream of fire issued forth / And came out from before Him. / Thousands of thousands
ministered to Him, / And ten thousands of ten thousands stood before Him. / The court of
judgment sat, / And the books were opened.

God’s intention in His administration is to give Christ the preeminence in all
things, to cause Christ to have the first place in everything—Col. 1:15, 18:
Col 1:15
Col 1:18

A.

Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the
dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

The entire world situation is under the rule of the heavens by the God of the heavens to
match His intention in His economy, of which Christ is the center—Dan. 7:9-10; 4:34-35;
Eph. 1:10.
Dan 7:9

Dan 7:10

Dan 4:34

Dan 4:35

Eph 1:10

B.

For Christ to have the preeminence in all things, God needs a people; apart from God’s
having a people, there is no way for Christ to be made preeminent—Col. 1:18; 3:10-11.
Col 1:18
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

C.

I watched / Until thrones were set, / And the Ancient of Days sat down. / His clothing
was like white snow, / And the hair of His head was like pure wool; / His throne was
flames of fire, / Its wheels, burning fire.
A stream of fire issued forth / And came out from before Him. / Thousands of
thousands ministered to Him, / And ten thousands of ten thousands stood before
Him. / The court of judgment sat, / And the books were opened.
And at the end of those days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up my eyes to heaven, and
reason returned to me; and I blessed the Most High, and I praised and honored the
ever-living One; For His dominion is an eternal dominion, / And His kingdom is from
generation to generation;
And all the inhabitants of earth are considered as nothing, / But He does according to
His will in the army of heaven / And among the inhabitants of the earth; / And there is
no one who can resist His hand / Or say to Him, What are You doing?
Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, the
things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him;

And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from
the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according
to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

Under His heavenly rule God is using the environment to make Christ the centrality (the
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first) and the universality (everything) to us—Rom. 8:28; Col. 1:18, 27; 3:4, 10-11.
Rom 8:28
Col 1:18
Col 1:27
Col 3:4
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those
who are called according to His purpose.
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from
the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;
To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according
to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

II. Christ has the first place, the preeminence, in God’s economy—1:18; Eph. 1:10:
Col 1:18

And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the
dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;
Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ, the things in
the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him;

Eph 1:10

A.

Christ is the preeminent One, the One who has the first place in everything—Col. 1:18.
Col 1:18

B.

Christ is preeminent in the triune Godhead; the first, the Father, exalts the Son, and the
third, the Spirit, always testifies concerning the Son—2 Cor. 13:14; Phil. 2:9; John 15:26.
2 Cor 13:14
Phil 2:9
John 15:26

C.

And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from
the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
Therefore also God highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which is
above every name,
But when the Comforter comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
reality, who proceeds from the Father, He will testify concerning Me;

Christ is preeminent in God’s exaltation of Him—Acts 2:33a; Eph. 1:22:
Acts 2:33a
Eph 1:22

1.

Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received the
promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, …
And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to
the church,

Christ has been exalted to the right hand of God in the third heaven—Acts 2:33a.
Acts 2:33a

2.

In God’s exaltation of Christ, He has been given to be the Head over all things—Eph.
1:22.
Eph 1:22

D.

And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all
things to the church,

Both in the old creation and in the new creation, both in the universe and in the church,
Christ occupies the first place, the place of preeminence—Col. 1:15, 18.
Col 1:15
Col 1:18

E.

Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God and having received
the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, …

Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from
the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

For Christ to be the first means that He is all; since Christ is the first both in the universe
and in the church, He must be all things in the universe and in the church—3:10-11.
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according
to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

III. Christ should have the preeminence in our personal universe—v. 17; 1 Cor.
10:31:
Col 3:17

And whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
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thanks to God the Father through Him.
Therefore whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

1 Cor 10:31

A.

As those who have been chosen by God to be His people for Christ’s preeminence, we are
under His heavenly rule—Dan. 4:26; Matt. 5:3.
Dan 4:26

Matt 5:3

B.

Christ, the preeminent One, must be the centrality and universality in our church life,
family life, and daily life—Col. 3:17; 1 Cor. 10:31.
Col 3:17
1 Cor 10:31

C.

And in that it was commanded that the stump of roots of the tree be left, your
kingdom will be assured to you after you have come to know that the heavens do
rule.
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of the heavens.

And whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
Therefore whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

Under God’s heavenly rule everything is working together for our good; this is especially
true of the things in our personal universe—Rom. 8:28:
Rom 8:28

1.
2.

And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those
who are called according to His purpose.

Our personal universe includes ourselves, our families, and the church.
In our personal universe many things happen day by day for the purpose of making
Christ preeminent; we need to realize this and be submissive to God’s heavenly
rule—Eph. 1:11; Rev. 4:11.
Eph 1:11

Rev 4:11

D.

In order to give Christ the preeminence in all things, we must be willing to be adjusted, to
be broken, and to be made nothing so that the Lord can have a way in us, through us, and
among us for the building up of His organic Body—Eph. 3:17; 4:16.
Eph 3:17
Eph 4:16

E.

In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been
predestinated according to the purpose of the One who works all things
according to the counsel of His will,
You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive the glory and the honor and the
power, for You have created all things, and because of Your will they were, and
were created.

That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted
and grounded in love,
Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through
every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one
part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.

If we have a vision of the preeminence of Christ, our living and our church life will be
revolutionized, for we will realize that in all things Christ must have the first place—Col.
1:18.
Col 1:18

And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from
the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

IV. Christ should have the preeminence in our love—Rev. 2:4:
Rev 2:4

A.

But I have one thing against you, that you have left your first love.

To give the Lord the first place in all things is to love Him with the first love; we need to
maintain and develop our first love toward the Lord—v. 4.
Rev 2:4

B.

But I have one thing against you, that you have left your first love.

Whatever one loves, his whole heart, even his whole being, is set on and occupied and
possessed by—1 Tim. 6:10; 2 Tim. 3:2-4; 4:8, 10a; Titus 1:8.
1 Tim 6:10
2 Tim 3:2
2 Tim 3:3
2 Tim 3:4

For the love of money is a root of all evils, because of which some, aspiring after money,
have been led away from the faith and pierced themselves through with many pains.
For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boasters, arrogant, revilers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
Without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, without self-control, savage, not
lovers of good,
Traitors, reckless, blinded with pride, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,
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2 Tim 4:8

2 Tim 4:10a
Titus 1:8

C.

Whether there would be a day of glory in the church’s victory or grievous days of the
church’s decline depends on what kind of love we have—Rev. 2:4; 2 Tim. 3:2-4.
Rev 2:4
2 Tim 3:2
2 Tim 3:3
2 Tim 3:4

D.

Matt 10:38
Matt 10:39

He who loves father or mother above Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son
or daughter above Me is not worthy of Me;
And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.
He who finds his soul-life shall lose it, and he who loses his soul-life for My sake shall
find it.

We love the Lord because He first loved us, infusing His loving essence into us and
generating within us the love with which we love Him—1 John 4:19, 8, 16.
1 John 4:19
1 John 4:8
1 John 4:16

F.

But I have one thing against you, that you have left your first love.
For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boasters, arrogant, revilers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
Without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, without self-control, savage, not
lovers of good,
Traitors, reckless, blinded with pride, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,

Our love for the Lord must be absolute; we should not love anyone or anything above
Him—Matt. 10:37-39.
Matt 10:37

E.

Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, with which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will recompense me in that day, and not only me but also all
those who have loved His appearing.
For Demas has abandoned me, having loved the present age, and has gone to
Thessalonica; …
But hospitable, a lover of good, of a sober mind, righteous, holy, self-controlled;

We love because He first loved us.
He who does not love has not known God, because God is love.
And we know and have believed the love which God has in us. God is love, and he
who abides in love abides in God and God abides in him.

We love the Lord according to the divine dispensing of the Divine Trinity as love—Rom.
5:5; 8:35, 39; 15:30.
Rom 5:5
Rom 8:35
Rom 8:39
Rom 15:30

And hope does not put us to shame, because the love of God has been poured out in
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation or anguish or
persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword?
Nor height nor depth nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Now I exhort you, brothers, through our Lord Jesus Christ and through the love of the
Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf,

V. Christ should have the preeminence in our tripartite being—Col. 1:27; 3:4, 1011, 15-16:
Col 1:27
Col 3:4
Col 3:10
Col 3:11
Col 3:15
Col 3:16

A.

To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among
the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according to the
image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.
And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in your hearts, to which also you were called in one
Body; and be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another
with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God.

We worship the enthroned Christ in the heavens, but we experience, enjoy, and partake of
the indwelling Christ in our spirit; we are one with Him in a very subjective way—v. 1; 1
Cor. 6:17; Eph. 3:17:
Col 3:1

If therefore you were raised together with Christ, seek the things which are above,
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
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1 Cor 6:17
Eph 3:17

1.

But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.
That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted
and grounded in love,

The Christ who indwells us is not a small, limited Christ but the all-inclusive,
extensive, preeminent Christ—Col. 1:15-16, 18-19.
Col 1:15
Col 1:16

Col 1:18
Col 1:19

2.

We need to be infused, saturated, and permeated with the all-inclusive, extensive,
preeminent Christ until in our experience He is everything to us—2:16-17; 3:4, 10-11.
Col 2:16
Col 2:17
Col 3:4
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

B.

Rom 8:10

When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
Who is he who condemns? It is Christ Jesus who died and, rather, who was raised,
who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life
because of righteousness.

The content and constituent should only be the all-inclusive, extensive Christ—Col. 3:10-11.
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

D.

Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a feast
or of a new moon or of the Sabbath,
Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ.
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in
glory.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

Because Christ is our life, all He has and all He has attained and obtained become
subjective to us; universally, Christ is extensive, but in our experience, He is our life, our
being—v. 4; Rom. 8:34, 10.
Col 3:4
Rom 8:34

C.

Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,
Because in Him all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth, the
visible and the invisible, whether thrones or lordships or rulers or authorities; all
things have been created through Him and unto Him.
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn
from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;
For in Him all the fullness was pleased to dwell

And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according
to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

We should allow Christ to fill our entire being and replace every aspect of our natural life
with Himself—Eph. 3:17; Col. 3:10-11.
Eph 3:17
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted
and grounded in love,
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according
to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

VI. Christ should have the preeminence in our spiritual experiences—1:18, 27;
2:9-13, 20; 3:1-4:
Col 1:18
Col 1:27
Col 2:9
Col 2:10
Col 2:11
Col 2:12

And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the
dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;
To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among
the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,
And you have been made full in Him, who is the Head of all rule and authority.
In Him also you were circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands, in the putting
off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ,
Buried together with Him in baptism, in which also you were raised together with Him
through the faith of the operation of God, who raised Him from the dead.
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Col 2:13

And you, though dead in your offenses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made
alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our offenses;
If you died with Christ from the elements of the world, why, as living in the world, do you
subject yourselves to ordinances:
If therefore you were raised together with Christ, seek the things which are above, where
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
Set your mind on the things which are above, not on the things which are on the earth.
For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.

Col 2:20
Col 3:1
Col 3:2
Col 3:3
Col 3:4

A.

The history of Christ is the experience of the Christian, and the experience of Christ is the
history of the Christian—1 Cor. 1:30; Rom. 6:3-5; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 2:5-6:
1 Cor 1:30
Rom 6:3
Rom 6:4

Rom 6:5
Gal 2:20

Eph 2:5
Eph 2:6

1.

But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us from God: both
righteousness and sanctification and redemption,
Or are you ignorant that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have
been baptized into His death?
We have been buried therefore with Him through baptism into His death, in order that
just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we
might walk in newness of life.
For if we have grown together with Him in the likeness of His death, indeed we will
also be in the likeness of His resurrection,
I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself up for me.
Even when we were dead in offenses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace
you have been saved)
And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in the
heavenlies in Christ Jesus,

The history of Christ becomes our experience and our spiritual history—John 14:19b;
Gal. 2:20.
John 14:19b … because I live, you also shall live.
Gal 2:20
I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

2.

In the organic union with Christ, whatever Christ passed through has become our
history—John 15:1, 4-5.
John 15:1
John 15:4
John 15:5

B.

I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman.
Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it
abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.
I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he
bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

In Colossians a number of phrases point to our experience of Christ; these expressions give
us a complete picture of the proper experience of Christ—1:27-28; 2:6, 8, 13, 19-20.
Col 1:27
Col 1:28
Col 2:6
Col 2:8

Col 2:13
Col 2:19
Col 2:20

To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,
Whom we announce, admonishing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom
that we may present every man full-grown in Christ;
As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in Him,
Beware that no one carries you off as spoil through his philosophy and empty deceit,
according to the tradition of men, according to the elements of the world, and not
according to Christ;
And you, though dead in your offenses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, He
made alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our offenses;
And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit
together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.
If you died with Christ from the elements of the world, why, as living in the world, do
you subject yourselves to ordinances:
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VII. Christ should have the preeminence in our human living—3:18-4:1:
Col 3:18
Col 3:19
Col 3:20
Col 3:21
Col 3:22
Col 3:23
Col 3:24
Col 3:25
Col 4:1

A.

Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter against them.
Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing in the Lord.
Fathers, do not vex your children, that they may not be disheartened.
Slaves, obey in all things those who are your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice as men-pleasers, but in singleness of heart fearing the Lord.
Whatever you do, work from the soul as to the Lord and not to men,
Knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as recompense. You serve the
Lord Christ.
For he who does unrighteously will receive what he unrighteously did, and there is no
respect of persons.
Masters, grant to your slaves that which is just and equal, knowing that you also have a
Master in heaven.

God desires that Christ be expressed through human life—Phil. 1:19-21a.
Phil 1:19
Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21a

B.

For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame,
but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether through life or through death.
For to me, to live is Christ …

The living of the believers must be in union with Christ; this means that in our living we
need to be one with Him—1 Cor. 6:17; John 15:4-5:
1 Cor 6:17
John 15:4
John 15:5

1.

But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.
Abide in Me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in
the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.
I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he bears
much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.

We need to be one with the Lord Jesus just as He is one with the Father—10:30;
14:10; 6:57.
John 10:30
John 14:10

John 6:57

2.

We and Christ should now have one life and one living; the Son’s life becomes our
life, and our living becomes the Son’s living—Gal. 2:20.
Gal 2:20

3.

I and the Father are one.
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words
that I say to you I do not speak from Myself, but the Father who abides in Me
does His works.
As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who
eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

The living of the believers in union with Christ results in the expression of Christ in
their human living—Col. 3:18-4:1.
Col 3:18
Col 3:19
Col 3:20
Col 3:21
Col 3:22

Col 3:23
Col 3:24
Col 3:25
Col 4:1

Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter against them.
Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing in the Lord.
Fathers, do not vex your children, that they may not be disheartened.
Slaves, obey in all things those who are your masters according to the flesh,
not with eye-service as men-pleasers, but in singleness of heart fearing the
Lord.
Whatever you do, work from the soul as to the Lord and not to men,
Knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as recompense.
You serve the Lord Christ.
For he who does unrighteously will receive what he unrighteously did, and
there is no respect of persons.
Masters, grant to your slaves that which is just and equal, knowing that you
also have a Master in heaven.
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C.

We should do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus—3:17:
Col 3:17

1.

And whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

The name denotes the person, and the Lord’s person is the Spirit—2 Cor. 3:17a.
2 Cor 3:17a

2.

And the Lord is the Spirit; …

To do things in the name of the Lord is to act in the Spirit; this is to live Christ and to
give Him the preeminence in our human living—Col. 1:18.
Col 1:18

And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn
from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;
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Message Four
Knowing and Experiencing the All-inclusive, Extensive Christ
as the Reality of All Positive Things
RS Hymns: 496, 513

Scripture Reading: Col. 2:16-18a; John 14:6a, 17; 1 John 5:6; John 16:13
Col 2:16
Col 2:17
Col 2:18a
John 14:6a
John 14:17
1 John 5:6
John 16:13

I.

Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a feast or of a new moon
or of the Sabbath,
Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ.
Let no one defraud you by judging you unworthy of your prize, …
Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; …
Even the Spirit of reality, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know
Him; but you know Him, because He abides with you and shall be in you.
This is He who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ; not in the water only, but in the water
and in the blood; and the Spirit is He who testifies, because the Spirit is the reality.
But when He, the Spirit of reality, comes, He will guide you into all the reality; for He will not speak
from Himself, but what He hears He will speak; and He will declare to you the things that are
coming.

“Let no one therefore judge you in eating and in drinking or in respect of a
feast or of a new moon or of the Sabbath, which are a shadow of the things to
come, but the body is of Christ. Let no one defraud you by judging you
unworthy of your prize”—Col. 2:16-18a:
A.

As with a man’s physical body, the body in 2:17 is the substance, and like the shadow of a
man’s body, the rituals in the law are the shadow of Christ, who is the substance and reality
of the gospel; Colossians unveils such an all-inclusive Christ as the focus of God’s
economy—1:17a, 18a; 3:11.
Col 2:17
Col 1:17a
Col 1:18a
Col 3:11

B.

Which are a shadow of the things to come, but the body is of Christ.
And He is before all things, …
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; …
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

Daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly, Christ is the reality of every positive thing, implying
the universal extensiveness of the all-inclusive Christ:
1.
Daily, Christ is our food and drink for our satisfaction and strengthening—1 Cor.
10:3-4.
1 Cor 10:3
1 Cor 10:4

2.

Weekly, Christ is our Sabbath for our completion and rest in Him—Matt. 11:28-29.
Matt 11:28
Matt 11:29

3.

And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he
who follows Me shall by no means walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

Yearly, Christ is our feast for our joy and enjoyment—1 Cor. 5:8.
1 Cor 5:8

C.

Come to Me all who toil and are burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.

Monthly, Christ is our new moon as a new beginning with light in darkness—John
1:5; 8:12.
John 1:5
John 8:12

4.

And all ate the same spiritual food,
And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which
followed them, and the rock was Christ.

So then let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of
malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

The all-inclusive, extensive Christ, who is full of attractiveness and rich in magnetism, is
the essence of the Bible—Luke 24:44; John 5:39-40; Matt. 1:1; cf. Rev. 22:21.
Luke 24:44

And He said to them, These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with
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John 5:39
John 5:40
Matt 1:1
Rev 22:21

D.

According to the context, “the prize” in Colossians 2:18 is the enjoyment of Christ as the
body of the shadows; to be defrauded of our prize is to be defrauded of the subjective
enjoyment of Christ—cf. Gen. 15:1; Phil. 3:8.
Col 2:18

Gen 15:1
Phil 3:8

E.

Col 1:26
Col 1:27
Col 1:28

Of which I became a minister according to the stewardship of God, which was given
to me for you, to complete the word of God,
The mystery which has been hidden from the ages and from the generations but now
has been manifested to His saints;
To whom God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,
Whom we announce, admonishing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom
that we may present every man full-grown in Christ;

Whatever we do day by day should remind us of Christ as the reality of that thing; if we
follow the practice of taking Christ as the reality of all the material things in our daily life,
our daily walk will be revolutionized and transformed, and we will be full of Christ—2
Cor. 4:16; Phil. 1:19-21a.
2 Cor 4:16
Phil 1:19
Phil 1:20

Phil 1:21a

G.

Let no one defraud you by judging you unworthy of your prize, in self-chosen
lowliness and the worship of the angels, dwelling on the things which he has seen,
vainly puffed up by his mind set on the flesh,
After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Do not be
afraid, Abram; I am your shield and your exceedingly great reward.
But moreover I also count all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of
all things and count them as refuse that I may gain Christ

Our need is for the subjective Christ to become our enjoyment to complete the divine
revelation within us; if we are short in the experience and enjoyment of Christ, we are also
short concerning God’s revelation—Col. 1:25-28.
Col 1:25

F.

you, that all the things written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and Psalms
concerning Me must be fulfilled.
You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it
is these that testify concerning Me.
Yet you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.
The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham:
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.

Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner
man is being renewed day by day.
For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
According to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I will be put to shame,
but with all boldness, as always, even now Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether through life or through death.
For to me, to live is Christ …

We need to enjoy Christ day by day as the reality of all our necessities:
1.
Christ is our breath—John 20:22.
John 20:22

2.

And when He had said this, He breathed into them and said to them, Receive
the Holy Spirit.

Christ is our drink—4:10, 14; 7:37-39a.
John 4:10

John 4:14

John 7:37
John 7:38

Jesus answered and said to her, If you knew the gift of God and who it is who
says to you, Give Me a drink, you would have asked Him, and He would have
given you living water.
But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall by no means thirst
forever; but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water
springing up into eternal life.
Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out,
saying, If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.
He who believes into Me, as the Scripture said, out of his innermost being shall
flow rivers of living water.
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John 7:39a

3.

Christ is our food—6:35, 57.
John 6:35
John 6:57

4.

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, I am the light of the world; he
who follows Me shall by no means walk in darkness, but shall have the light of
life.

Christ is our clothing—Gal. 3:27.
Gal 3:27

6.

Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall by no
means hunger, and he who believes into Me shall by no means ever thirst.
As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who
eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.

Christ is our light—1:4; 8:12.
John 1:4
John 8:12

5.

But this He said concerning the Spirit, whom those who believed into Him were
about to receive; …

For as many as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Christ is our dwelling place—John 15:5, 7a.
John 15:5
John 15:7a

I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he
bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.
If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, …

II. The all-inclusive, extensive Christ is the reality of all the positive things in the
universe—cf. Rom. 1:20; Eph. 3:18; Hymns, #496:
Rom 1:20

Eph 3:18

For the invisible things of Him, both His eternal power and divine characteristics, have been
clearly seen since the creation of the world, being perceived by the things made, so that
they would be without excuse;
May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length and
height and depth are

Hymns #496
1 Christ is the one reality of all,
Of Godhead and of man and all things else;
No man without Him ever findeth God,
Without Him man and everything is false.
2 All types and figures of the ancient time,
All things we ever need, both great and small,
Only are shadows of the Christ of God,
Showing that He must be our all in all.
3 All things are vanity of vanities,
Christ, the reality all things to fill;
Though everything we may enjoy and own, If we’re devoid of Christ we’re empty still.
4 Christ is our real God, our real Lord,
Christ is our real life, our real light;
Christ is our real food, our real drink,
Our real clothing, and our real might.
5 Christ also is the one reality
Of all our doctrine and theology;
And all our scriptural knowledge without Him Is just in letter and is vanity.
6 Christ, the reality of time and space,
Christ, the reality of every stage;
Christ is the one reality of all
Thru all eternity from age to age.

A.

Because the universe with the billions of things and persons in it was created for the
purpose of describing Christ, He, in revealing Himself to His disciples, could easily find in
any environment something or someone to serve as an illustration of Himself—Col. 1:1517; John 1:51; 10:9-11; 12:24; Matt. 12:41-42.
Col 1:15
Col 1:16

Col 1:17
John 1:51
John 10:9
John 10:10
John 10:11
John 12:24

Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,
Because in Him all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth, the visible
and the invisible, whether thrones or lordships or rulers or authorities; all things have
been created through Him and unto Him.
And He is before all things, and all things cohere in Him;
And He said to him, Truly, truly, I say to you, You shall see heaven opened and the
angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.
I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved and shall go in and go
out and shall find pasture.
The thief does not come except to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they
may have life and may have it abundantly.
I am the good Shepherd; the good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it
abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
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Matt 12:41

Matt 12:42

B.

Ninevite men will stand up in the judgment with this generation and will condemn it,
because they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something more than
Jonah is here.
The queen of the south will rise up in the judgment with this generation and will
condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon, and behold, something more than Solomon is here.

The Old Testament uses six major categories of things as types to describe Christ—human
beings, animals, plants, minerals, offerings, and foods:
1.
Human beings typify Christ, such as Adam (Rom. 5:14), Melchizedek (Heb. 7:1),
Isaac (Matt. 1:1), Jonah (12:41), and Solomon (v. 42).
Rom 5:14

Heb 7:1
Matt 1:1
Matt 12:41

Matt 12:42

2.

Animals typify Christ, such as a lamb (John 1:29), a lion, an ox, an eagle (Ezek.
1:10), and a gazelle (S. S. 2:9).
John 1:29
Ezek 1:10

S. S. 2:9

3.

The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!
As for the likeness of their faces, they had the face of a man; and the four of
them had the face of a lion on the right side, and the four of them had the face
of an ox on the left side, and the four of them had the face of an eagle.
My beloved is like a gazelle or a young hart. / Now he stands behind our wall; /
He is looking through the windows, / He is glancing through the lattice.

Plants typify Christ (who is the tree of life—Gen. 2:9), such as the vine tree (John
15:1), the apple tree (S. S. 2:3), the fig tree, the pomegranate tree, and the olive tree
(Deut. 8:8); the different parts of a tree are also types of Christ, such as the root, the
stump, the sprout, the shoot, the branch, and the fruit (Isa. 11:1, 10; 4:2; Luke 1:42;
Rev. 5:5).
Gen 2:9

John 15:1
S. S. 2:3

Deut 8:8
Isa 11:1
Isa 11:10
Isa 4:2
Luke 1:42
Rev 5:5

4.

But death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned
after the likeness of Adam's transgression, who is a type of Him who was to
come.
For this Melchizedec, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met
Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him,
The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of
Abraham:
Ninevite men will stand up in the judgment with this generation and will
condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold,
something more than Jonah is here.
The queen of the south will rise up in the judgment with this generation and will
condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom
of Solomon, and behold, something more than Solomon is here.

And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to grow every tree that is pleasant
to the sight and good for food, as well as the tree of life in the middle of the
garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
I am the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman.
As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, / So is my beloved among the
sons: In his shade I delighted and sat down, / And his fruit was sweet to my
taste.
A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land
of olive trees with oil and of honey;
Then a sprout will come forth from the stump of Jesse, / And a branch from his
roots will bear fruit.
And in that day the root of Jesse, / Who stands as a banner to the peoples
In that day the Shoot of Jehovah will be beauty and glory, and the Fruit of the
earth, excellence and splendor, to those of Israel who have escaped.
And she lifted up her voice with a loud cry and said, Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!
And one of the elders said to me, Do not weep; behold, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so that He may open the scroll and its
seven seals.

Minerals typify Christ, such as gold, silver, copper, and iron (Deut. 8:9, 13), and
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different kinds of stone: the living stone (1 Pet. 2:4), the rock (1 Cor. 10:4), the
cornerstone (Matt. 21:42), the topstone (Zech. 4:7), the foundation stone, and precious
stones (1 Cor. 3:11-12).
Deut 8:9

Deut 8:13
1 Pet 2:4
1 Cor 10:4
Matt 21:42

Zech 4:7
1 Cor 3:11
1 Cor 3:12

5.

Offerings typify Christ, such as the sin offering, trespass offering, burnt offering,
meal offering, peace offering, wave offering, heave offering, and drink offering—
Lev. 1—7; Exo. 29:26-28; Num. 28:7-10; cf. John 4:24.
Lev 1~7
Exo 29:26
Exo 29:27

Exo 29:28

Num 28:7
Num 28:8

Num 28:9

Num 28:10
John 4:24

6.

A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in
it; a land whose stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine
copper.
And your herd and your flock have multiplied, and your silver and your gold
have multiplied, and all that you have has multiplied,
Coming to Him, a living stone, rejected by men but with God chosen and
precious,
And all drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank of a spiritual rock which
followed them, and the rock was Christ.
Jesus said to them, Have you never read in the Scriptures, "The stone which
the builders rejected, this has become the head of the corner. This was from
the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes"?
Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you will become a plain,
and he will bring forth the topstone with shouts of Grace, grace to it.
For another foundation no one is able to lay besides that which is laid, which is
Jesus Christ.
But if anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
grass, stubble,

be omitted.
And you shall take the breast of the ram of Arron's consecration and wave it as
a wave offering before Jehovah; and it shall be your portion.
And you shall sanctify the breast of the wave offering and the thigh of the
heave offering which was waved and which was heaved up from the ram of
consecration, from that which is for Aaron and from that which is for his sons.
And it shall become a perpetual statute for Aaron and his sons to be observed
by the children of Israel, for it is a heave offering; and it shall be a heave
offering from the children of Israel from the sacrifices of their peace offerings,
their heave offering to Jehovah.
And its drink offering shall be the fourth of a hin for the one lamb; in the
sanctuary you shall pour out a drink offering of strong drink to Jehovah.
And the other lamb you shall offer at twilight; you shall offer it with the meal
offering and its drink offering as in the morning, an offering by fire, a satisfying
fragrance to Jehovah.
And on the Sabbath day two male lambs a year old without blemish, and twotenths of an ephah of fine flour for a meal offering, mingled with oil, and its
drink offering This is the burnt offering of every Sabbath, besides the continual burnt offering
and its drink offering.
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truthfulness.

Foods typify Christ, such as bread, wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives,
milk, and honey—6:35; Deut. 8:8-9; 26:9.
John 6:35
Deut 8:8
Deut 8:9

Deut 26:9

Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall by no
means hunger, and he who believes into Me shall by no means ever thirst.
A land of wheat and barley and vines and fig trees and pomegranates; a land
of olive trees with oil and of honey;
A land in which you will eat bread without scarcity; you will not lack anything in
it; a land whose stones are iron, and from whose mountains you can mine
copper.
And He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, a land flowing
with milk and honey.

26

C.

In the New Testament, Christ is the Spirit of reality who makes the untraceable riches of all
that He is real to us, guiding us into Himself as the divine reality—John 14:6a; 1 John 5:6;
John 14:17; 16:13.
John 14:6a
1 John 5:6

John 14:17

John 16:13

D.

Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; …
This is He who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ; not in the water only, but
in the water and in the blood; and the Spirit is He who testifies, because the Spirit is
the reality.
Even the Spirit of reality, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold
Him or know Him; but you know Him, because He abides with you and shall be in
you.
But when He, the Spirit of reality, comes, He will guide you into all the reality; for He
will not speak from Himself, but what He hears He will speak; and He will declare to
you the things that are coming.

The elements of the reality of all the types are in the Spirit, and the Spirit transfuses and
dispenses all these riches into us through the Lord’s words—Phil. 1:19; John 6:63; Col.
3:16; Eph. 6:17-18; Rev. 2:7.
Phil 1:19
John 6:63
Col 3:16

Eph 6:17
Eph 6:18
Rev 2:7

For I know that for me this will turn out to salvation through your petition and the
bountiful supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have spoken
to you are spirit and are life.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts
to God.
And receive the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which Spirit is the
word of God,
By means of all prayer and petition, praying at every time in spirit and watching unto
this in all perseverance and petition concerning all the saints,
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God.

III. The very Christ who is the reality of all positive things is the One who is the
Head of the Body; thus, to hold the Head is simply to enjoy Christ as the
reality of all positive things—Col. 2:19:
Col 2:19

A.

And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit
together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.

Since the Christ we enjoy as our everything is the Head of the Body, the more we enjoy
Him, the more we become Body-conscious:
1.
This indicates that the enjoyment of Christ is not an individualistic matter but a Body
matter—cf. Eph. 3:8; 4:15-16.
Eph 3:8
Eph 4:15
Eph 4:16

2.

The more we enjoy Christ, the more we love the other members of the Body—Col.
1:4, 8.
Col 1:4
Col 1:8

B.

To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel
But holding to truth in love, we may grow up into Him in all things, who is the
Head, Christ,
Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through
every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each
one part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.

Because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you
have unto all the saints
Who also has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

Because Christ’s headship is in resurrection (v. 18), the enjoyment of Christ spontaneously
brings us into resurrection and saves us from our natural being.
Col 1:18

And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from
the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;
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C.

The enjoyment of Christ brings us into the heavenlies in ascension; we can be
experientially in the heavens only by enjoying Christ, the Head, as the lifegiving Spirit in
our spirit—3:1-2; 2 Cor. 3:17; 2 Tim. 4:22; Rom. 8:10, 34.
Col 3:1
Col 3:2
2 Cor 3:17
2 Tim 4:22
Rom 8:10
Rom 8:34

D.

If therefore you were raised together with Christ, seek the things which are above,
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
Set your mind on the things which are above, not on the things which are on the
earth.
And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life
because of righteousness.
Who is he who condemns? It is Christ Jesus who died and, rather, who was raised,
who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.

As we enjoy Christ and hold Him as the Head, we absorb the riches of the allinclusive,
extensive Christ; these riches become in us the increase of God by which the Body grows
for its building up—Col. 2:19, 6-7; Eph. 4:16.
Col 2:19
Col 2:6
Col 2:7
Eph 4:16

And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly supplied and knit
together by means of the joints and sinews, grows with the growth of God.
As therefore you have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in Him,
Having been rooted and being built up in Him, and being established in the faith even
as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through
every joint of the rich supply and through the operation in the measure of each one
part, causes the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.
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Message Five
Knowing and Experiencing the All-inclusive, Extensive Christ
as the Mystery of God
JL Hymns: 56, 949

Scripture Reading: Col. 2:2-3, 9-10; John 1:1, 14, 16; Eph. 3:8, 17
Col 2:2

That their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in love and unto all the riches of the
full assurance of understanding, unto the full knowledge of the mystery of God, Christ,
In whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden.
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,
And you have been made full in Him, who is the Head of all rule and authority.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory, glory as of the
only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.
For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.
To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel
That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded
in love,

Col 2:3
Col 2:9
Col 2:10
John 1:1
John 1:14
John 1:16
Eph 3:8
Eph 3:17

I.

The all-inclusive, extensive Christ is the mystery of God—Col. 2:2:
Col 2:2

A.
B.
C.

That their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in love and unto all the riches
of the full assurance of understanding, unto the full knowledge of the mystery of God,
Christ,

God Himself is a mystery, and Christ is the mystery of this mystery.
The mystery of God indicates something incomprehensible and inexplicable.
As the mystery of God, the all-inclusive, extensive Christ is the definition, explanation, and
expression of God—the Word of God—John 1:1, 14.
John 1:1
John 1:14

D.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory,
glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.

As the mystery of God, Christ is the history of God; the whole “story” of God is in Christ
and is Christ—Col. 2:2:
Col 2:2

1.

That their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in love and unto all the
riches of the full assurance of understanding, unto the full knowledge of the mystery
of God, Christ,

Although God is infinite and eternal, without beginning or ending, He also has a
history, a story—Rom. 16:26; Psa. 90:2.
Rom 16:26

Psa 90:2

2.
3.

But has now been manifested, and through the prophetic writings, according to
the command of the eternal God, has been made known to all the Gentiles for
the obedience of faith;
Before the mountains were brought forth, / And before You gave birth to the
earth and the world, / Indeed from eternity to eternity, You are God.

The all-inclusive, extensive Christ—the mystery of God, the mysterious story of
God—is the history of God.
God’s history refers to the process through which He passed in Christ so that He may
enter into us, and we may be brought into Him; this process includes incarnation,
human living, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, glorification, and enthronement—
John 1:12-14, 29; 3:14; 12:24; 14:20.
John 1:12
John 1:13
John 1:14

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the authority to become
children of God, to those who believe into His name,
Who were begotten not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His
glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.
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John 1:29
John 3:14
John 12:24
John 14:20

E.

The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world!
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up,
Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and
dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.

In the all-inclusive, extensive Christ as the mystery of God, all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge are hidden—Col. 2:3:
Col 2:3

1.

In whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden.

Wisdom is related to our spirit, and knowledge is related to our mind—Eph. 1:8, 17.
Eph 1:8
Eph 1:17

2.

God is the unique source of wisdom and knowledge—Rom. 16:27; 11:33.
Rom 16:27
Rom 11:33

3.

To the only wise God through Jesus Christ, to Him be the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable
are His judgments and untraceable His ways!

This is the spiritual wisdom and knowledge of the divine economy concerning Christ
and the church—Eph. 1:10; 3:9; 5:32.
Eph 1:10
Eph 3:9
Eph 5:32

4.
5.

Which He caused to abound to us in all wisdom and prudence,
That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a
spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of Him,

Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in Christ,
the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him;
And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is,
which throughout the ages has been hidden in God, who created all things,
This mystery is great, but I speak with regard to Christ and the church.

Wisdom and knowledge also refer to all the “stories” of God.
All the wisdom and knowledge pertaining to God’s stories are hidden in Christ, who
is the mystery of God—Col. 2:2-3.
Col 2:2

That their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in love and unto all
the riches of the full assurance of understanding, unto the full knowledge of the
mystery of God, Christ,
In whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden.

Col 2:3

II. As the mystery of God, Christ is the embodiment of the fullness of the
Godhead—v. 9:
Col 2:9

A.

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,

All the fullness of the Godhead refers to the entire Godhead, the complete God—v. 9:
Col 2:9

1.
2.

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,

The word Godhead refers to deity and strongly indicates the deity of Christ.
Since the Godhead comprises the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, the fullness of the
Godhead must be the fullness of the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—Matt. 28:19; 2
Cor. 13:14.
Matt 28:19
2 Cor 13:14

3.

Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

For Christ to be the embodiment of the fullness of the Godhead means that the
fullness of the Triune God dwells in Christ in a bodily form—Col. 2:9:
Col 2:9

a.

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,

This implies the physical body that Christ put on in His humanity, and it
indicates that all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ as the One who
has a human body—John 1:14; Rom. 8:3; Heb. 2:14.
John 1:14

And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His
glory, glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.
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Rom 8:3

Heb 2:14

b.

Before His incarnation the fullness of the Godhead dwelt in Christ as the eternal
Word, but it did not dwell in Him bodily—John 1:1.
John 1:1

c.

Who will transfigure the body of our humiliation to be conformed to the
body of His glory, according to His operation by which He is able even to
subject all things to Himself.

Fullness in Colossians 2:9 refers not to the riches of God but to the expression of the riches
of God:
Col 2:9

1.
2.

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,

The riches are the quantity of an object, whereas the fullness is the flowing out, the
overflow, of the object to become the expression of the object.
What dwells in Christ is not only the riches of the Godhead but also the expression of
the riches of what God is:
a.
God’s fullness is the overflow of His riches, and this overflow is God’s
expression.
b.
The fullness of the Godhead is the expression of the Godhead, the expression of
what God is—v. 9.
Col 2:9

3.

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,

The Godhead is expressed both in the old creation, the universe, and in the new
creation, the church—1:15, 18.
Col 1:15
Col 1:18

C.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.

After He became incarnate, clothed with a human body, the fullness of the
Godhead began to dwell in Him in a bodily way, and in His glorified body (Phil.
3:21) now and forever it dwells.
Phil 3:21

B.

For that which the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh,
God, sending His own Son in the likeness of the flesh of sin and
concerning sin, condemned sin in the flesh,
Since therefore the children have shared in blood and flesh, He also
Himself in like manner partook of the same, that through death He might
destroy him who has the might of death, that is, the devil,

Who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation,
And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn
from the dead, that He Himself might have the first place in all things;

When the Son of God was incarnated as a man, with Him was the fullness of God, and of
this fullness we have all received—John 1:14, 16:
John 1:14
John 1:16

1.

And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us (and we beheld His glory,
glory as of the only Begotten from the Father), full of grace and reality.
For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.

In John 1:16 grace does not refer to the riches of grace but to the fullness of grace; the
riches of grace are in God, but the fullness of grace is in Christ Jesus—Col. 2:9.
John 1:16
Col 2:9

2.
3.

For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,

The grace we receive is the fullness of grace; beginning from the time we are saved,
we may receive grace upon grace.
The phrase grace upon grace in John 1:16 can be compared to the rolling waves of
the sea that come in wave upon wave without ceasing.
John 1:16

For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.

III. As believers in Christ, we are made full in Christ, in whom all the fullness of
the Godhead dwells bodily—Col. 2:9-10:
Col 2:9
Col 2:10

A.

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,
And you have been made full in Him, who is the Head of all rule and authority.

The Greek word translated “full” in verse 10 implies completion, perfection.
Col 2:10

And you have been made full in Him, who is the Head of all rule and authority.
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B.

Because all the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Christ and because we have been put in
Him, we have been made full in Him, filled up with the divine riches—1 Cor. 1:30; Eph.
3:8:
1 Cor 1:30
Eph 3:8

1.

But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us from God: both
righteousness and sanctification and redemption,
To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel

All those who believe in Christ have been put into Christ; therefore, we are identified
with Him and are one with Him—Gal. 3:27; 2 Cor. 5:17.
Gal 3:27
2 Cor 5:17

2.

We the believers have been put into the all-inclusive, extensive Christ, identified with
Him, and joined to Him as our Husband; hence, we are one with Him—Col. 1:28;
Rom. 7:2-4; 1 Cor. 6:17.
Col 1:28
Rom 7:2
Rom 7:3

Rom 7:4

1 Cor 6:17

3.

4.
5.

Col 2:12
Col 2:13
Col 3:1

That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted
and grounded in love,

Because this fullness is all-inclusive, it accomplishes everything for us, it fully satisfies and
supplies us, and it makes us full, perfect, and complete—Col. 2:9.
Col 2:9

E.

In Him also you were circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands, in
the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ,
Buried together with Him in baptism, in which also you were raised together
with Him through the faith of the operation of God, who raised Him from the dead.
And you, though dead in your offenses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh,
He made alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our offenses;
If therefore you were raised together with Christ, seek the things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.

We need to have a full realization of what we have in Christ and to exercise faith to partake
of all that is ours in Christ—Eph. 3:17.
Eph 3:17

D.

Whom we announce, admonishing every man and teaching every man in all
wisdom that we may present every man full-grown in Christ;
For the married woman is bound by the law to her husband while he is living;
but if the husband dies, she is discharged from the law regarding the husband.
So then if, while the husband is living, she is joined to another man, she will be
called an adulteress; but if the husband dies, she is free from the law, so that
she is not an adulteress, though she is joined to another man.
So then, my brothers, you also have been made dead to the law through the
body of Christ so that you might be joined to another, to Him who has been
raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit to God.
But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.

Because we are one with Christ, we partake of all that He has accomplished, obtained,
and attained; we inherit all that Christ has experienced and passed through, receiving
all that He is and has.
All that He has passed through is now our history, and all that He has obtained and
attained is our inheritance.
The result is that all that He is and all that He has belong to us, and all that He has
experienced has become our history—Col. 2:11-13; 3:1.
Col 2:11

C.

For as many as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
So then if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed
away; behold, they have become new.

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,

We have the all-inclusive, inexhaustible fullness that dwells in Christ bodily, and in Him
we are made full—Eph. 3:8; Col. 2:9-10.
Eph 3:8
Col 2:9
Col 2:10

To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel
For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,
And you have been made full in Him, who is the Head of all rule and authority.
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Message Six
Knowing and Experiencing the All-inclusive, Extensive Christ
as Our Life and as the Constituent of the New Man
MC Hymns: 500

Scripture Reading: Col. 3:1-4, 15-17
Col 3:1
Col 3:2
Col 3:3
Col 3:4
Col 3:15
Col 3:16
Col 3:17

I.

If therefore you were raised together with Christ, seek the things which are above, where Christ
is, sitting at the right hand of God.
Set your mind on the things which are above, not on the things which are on the earth.
For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in your hearts, to which also you were called in one Body;
and be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another
with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him.

We need to know and experience the all-inclusive, extensive Christ as our life:
A.

In order to experience Christ as our life, we need to see that we have one position, one life,
one living, one destiny, and one glory with Christ—Col. 3:1-4; cf. 1 Cor. 6:17:
Col 3:1

If therefore you were raised together with Christ, seek the things which are above,
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
Set your mind on the things which are above, not on the things which are on the
earth.
For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit.

Col 3:2
Col 3:3
Col 3:4
1 Cor 6:17

1.

Our position is that we are in Christ; because we are in Him, we are where He is—
sitting at the right hand of God—Col. 3:1; John 14:20; 17:24; Eph. 2:6:
Col 3:1
John 14:20
John 17:24

Eph 2:6

a.

If therefore you were raised together with Christ, seek the things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.
Father, concerning that which You have given Me, I desire that they also may
be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory, which You have given
Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.
And raised us up together with Him and seated us together with Him in the
heavenlies in Christ Jesus,

The Son’s position is in the Father (John 10:38; 14:10); we are in the Son (1
Cor. 1:30a), so we are in the Father (John 14:20; 1 Thes. 1:1; 2 Thes. 1:1).
John 10:38

John 14:10

1 Cor 1:30a
John 14:20
1 Thes 1:1
2 Thes 1:1

b.

But if I do them, even if you do not believe Me, believe the works so that
you may come to know and continue to know that the Father is in Me
and I am in the Father.
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The
words that I say to you I do not speak from Myself, but the Father who
abides in Me does His works.
But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became wisdom to us from God: …
In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in
you.
Paul and Silvanus and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians in
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.
Paul and Silvanus and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians in
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

It is when we are in the spirit that we are in Christ, in the Father, and in heaven
practically and experientially (cf. John 14:20):
John 14:20

In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.
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(1)

There is a transmission taking place from Christ in heaven to us on earth
by means of the all-inclusive Spirit in our spirit—Eph. 1:19, 22-23; 2:22.
Eph 1:19
Eph 1:22
Eph 1:23
Eph 2:22

(2)

The very Christ who is sitting on the throne in heaven (Rom. 8:34) is also
now in us (v. 10), that is, in our spirit (2 Tim. 4:22), where the habitation
of God is (Eph. 2:22).
Rom 8:34

Rom 8:10
2 Tim 4:22
Eph 2:22

(3)

Gen 28:12

Gen 28:13

Gen 28:14

Gen 28:15

Gen 28:16
Gen 28:17
John 1:51

In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of
God in spirit.
And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, and
its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were
ascending and descending on it.
And there was Jehovah, standing above it; and He said, I am
Jehovah, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac.
The land on which you lie, I will give to you and to your seed.
And your seed will be as the dust of the earth, and you will spread
abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the
south, and in you and in your seed will all the families of the earth
be blessed.
And, behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go and
will cause you to return to this land, for I will not leave you until I
have done what I have promised you.
And Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, Surely Jehovah is in this
place, and I did not know it.
And he was afraid and said, How awesome is this place! This is
none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.
And He said to him, Truly, truly, I say to you, You shall see heaven
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the
Son of Man.

Whenever we turn to our spirit, we enter through the gate of heaven and
touch the throne of grace in heaven through Christ as the heavenly ladder;
our spirit is the receiving end of the divine transmission, whereas the
throne of God is the transmitting end—Heb. 4:16.
Heb 4:16

2.

Who is he who condemns? It is Christ Jesus who died and, rather,
who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also
intercedes for us.
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the
spirit is life because of righteousness.
The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of
God in spirit.

Since today our spirit is the place of God’s habitation, it is now the gate of
heaven, where Christ is the ladder that joins us to heaven and brings
heaven to us—v. 22; Gen. 28:12-17; John 1:51.
Eph 2:22

(4)

And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who
believe, according to the operation of the might of His strength,
And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be
Head over all things to the church,
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.
In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of
God in spirit.

Let us therefore come forward with boldness to the throne of grace
that we may receive mercy and find grace for timely help.

The life of God is the life of Christ, and the life of Christ has become our life—Col.
3:4; John 5:26:
Col 3:4
John 5:26

When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
For just as the Father has life in Himself, so He gave to the Son to also have
life in Himself;
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a.

For Christ to be our life means that He is subjective to us to the uttermost—1:4;
14:6a; 10:10b; 1 Cor. 15:45b; Rom. 8:10, 6, 11.
John 1:4
John 14:6a
John 10:10b
1 Cor 15:45b
Rom 8:10
Rom 8:6
Rom 8:11

b.

It is impossible to separate a person from the life of that person, for a person’s
life is the person himself; thus, to say that Christ is our life means that Christ
has become us and that we have one life and living with Him—John 14:6a; Phil.
1:21a.
John 14:6a
Phil 1:21a

c.

In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; …
… I have come that they may have life and may have it abundantly.
… the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit
is life because of righteousness.
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life
and peace.
And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal
bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.

Jesus said to him, I am the way and the reality and the life; …
For to me, to live is Christ …

With Christ as the believers’ life there are three characteristics, which
distinguish it from the natural life:
(1) This life is a crucified life—Gal. 2:20.
Gal 2:20

(2)

This life is a resurrected life—John 11:25.
John 11:25

(3)

I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but it is
Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live in faith, the faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself up for me.
Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who
believes into Me, even if he should die, shall live;

This life is a life hidden in God—Col. 3:3-4; Matt. 6:1-6, 16-18.
Col 3:3
Col 3:4
Matt 6:1

Matt 6:2

Matt 6:3
Matt 6:4
Matt 6:5

Matt 6:6

Matt 6:16

Matt 6:17
Matt 6:18

For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested
with Him in glory.
But take care not to do your righteousness before men in order to
be gazed at by them; otherwise, you have no reward with your
Father who is in the heavens.
Therefore when you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that
they may be glorified by men. Truly I say to you, They have their
reward in full.
But you, when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing,
So that your alms may be in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will repay you.
And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites, because
they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street
corners, so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, They
have their reward in full.
But you, when you pray, enter into your private room, and shut your
door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who
sees in secret will repay you.
And when you fast, do not be like the sullen-faced hypocrites, for
they disfigure their faces so that they may appear to men to be
fasting. Truly I say to you, They have their reward in full.
But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face,
So that you may not appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father
who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will repay you.
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3.

To seek the things which are above and set our mind on them is to join ourselves to
the Lord in His heavenly ministry, His divine enterprise; this is to live Christ, to have
a living that is one with Christ’s living—Col. 3:1-2:
Col 3:1

If therefore you were raised together with Christ, seek the things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.
Set your mind on the things which are above, not on the things which are on
the earth.

Col 3:2

a.

In His heavenly ministry, Christ today is living as the High Priest to intercede
for the churches—Heb. 8:1; 4:14; 7:25; 4:16; Col. 4:2.
Heb 8:1

Heb 4:14
Heb 7:25
Heb 4:16
Col 4:2

b.

In His heavenly ministry, Christ today is living as the heavenly Minister to
supply the saints with the riches of Christ—Heb. 8:1-2; Eph. 3:8.
Heb 8:1

Heb 8:2
Eph 3:8

c.

Now in the things which are being said the chief point is this: We have
such a High Priest, who sat down on the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens,
Having therefore a great High Priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession.
Hence also He is able to save to the uttermost those who come forward
to God through Him, since He lives always to intercede for them.
Let us therefore come forward with boldness to the throne of grace that
we may receive mercy and find grace for timely help.
Persevere in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving,

Now in the things which are being said the chief point is this: We have
such a High Priest, who sat down on the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens,
A Minister of the holy places, even of the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, not man.
To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce
to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ as the gospel

In His heavenly ministry, Christ today is living as the universal Administrator of
God’s government for the accomplishment of God’s purpose—Rev. 4:1-2, 5;
5:6; Eph. 1:10-11:
Rev 4:1

Rev 4:2
Rev 4:5

Rev 5:6

Eph 1:10
Eph 1:11

(1)

After these things I saw, and behold, a door opened in heaven, and the
first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying,
Come up here, and I will show you the things that must take place after
these things.
Immediately I was in spirit; and behold, there was a throne set in heaven,
and upon the throne there was One sitting;
And out of the throne come forth lightnings and voices and thunders. And
there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the
seven Spirits of God;
And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures and
in the midst of the elders a Lamb standing as having just been slain,
having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God
sent forth into all the earth.
Unto the economy of the fullness of the times, to head up all things in
Christ, the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in Him;
In whom also we were designated as an inheritance, having been
predestinated according to the purpose of the One who works all things
according to the counsel of His will,

From the throne in the heavens, the divine transmission brings the things
above into the local churches—vv. 19, 22-23.
Eph 1:19
Eph 1:22
Eph 1:23

And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who
believe, according to the operation of the might of His strength,
And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be
Head over all things to the church,
Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all.
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(2)

In Revelation 4 and 5 we have a vision of our “central government, ” and
in Revelation 1 through 3 we have a vision of the local churches as the
“embassies”; through the seven Spirits what is in the heavenly “headquarters”
is transmitted into the churches as the “embassies. ”
Rev 1~5

(3)

Col 1:18

Col 2:19

Rev 4:2
Rev 4:3

4.

And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning,
the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself might have the first
place in all things;
And not holding the Head, out from whom all the Body, being richly
supplied and knit together by means of the joints and sinews,
grows with the growth of God.
Immediately I was in spirit; and behold, there was a throne set in
heaven, and upon the throne there was One sitting;
And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in
appearance, and there was a rainbow around the throne like an
emerald in appearance.

Our destiny is glory; Christ is leading us into glory for us to be manifested with Him
in glory—Heb. 2:10; Col. 3:4.
Heb 2:10

Col 3:4

B.

be omitted.

What takes place in the local churches should be under the direction of the
throne of God in heaven; in order for the recovery to be the Lord’s
recovery, it must be under His direction—Col. 1:18; 2:19; Rev. 4:2-3.

For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all
things, in leading many sons into glory, to make the Author of their salvation
perfect through sufferings.
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in
glory.

Our life is the Christ who dwells within us, and this life is hidden with Christ in God; the
Christ hidden in God is typified by the manna hidden in the golden pot—vv. 3-4; Exo.
16:32-34; Rev. 2:17:
Col 3:3
Col 3:4
Exo 16:32

Exo 16:33
Exo 16:34
Rev 2:17

1.

For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
And Moses said, This is what Jehovah has commanded, Let an omerful of it be kept
throughout your generations, that they may see the bread which I fed you in the
wilderness, when I brought you out from the land of Egypt.
And Moses said to Aaron, Take a pot, and put an omerful of manna in it, and place it
before Jehovah, to be kept throughout your generations.
As Jehovah commanded Moses, so Aaron placed it before the Testimony to be kept.
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who
overcomes, to him I will give of the hidden manna, and to him I will give a white
stone, and upon the stone a new name written, which no one knows except he who
receives it.

Christ as the hidden manna is in God the Father as the golden pot; the Father is in
Christ as the Ark with His two natures, divinity and humanity; and Christ as the
indwelling Spirit lives in our regenerated spirit to be the reality of the Holy of
Holies—cf. John 14:16-20; 2 Tim. 4:22.
John 14:16
John 14:17

John 14:18
John 14:19
John 14:20
2 Tim 4:22

2.

And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Comforter, that He may
be with you forever,
Even the Spirit of reality, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not
behold Him or know Him; but you know Him, because He abides with you and
shall be in you.
I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you.
Yet a little while and the world beholds Me no longer, but you behold Me;
because I live, you also shall live.
In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.
The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.

When we eat Christ as the hidden manna, we are incorporated into Him for the mutual
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abode of God and man—John 15:5, 7; 8:31; 6:57, 63; 14:23.
John 15:5
John 15:7
John 8:31
John 6:57
John 6:63
John 14:23

C.

I am the vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me and I in him, he
bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing.
If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it
shall be done for you.
Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, If you abide in My word, you
are truly My disciples;
As the living Father has sent Me and I live because of the Father, so he who
eats Me, he also shall live because of Me.
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have
spoken to you are spirit and are life.
Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word,
and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make an abode with
him.

That Christ is our life is a strong indication that we are to take Him as life and live by Him,
that we are to live Him in our daily life—Col. 3:4a:
Col 3:4a

1.

When Christ our life is manifested, …

Christ must be our life in a practical and experiential way; day by day we need to be
saved in His life—v. 4; 1 Cor. 15:45b; Rom. 5:10.
Col 3:4
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
1 Cor 15:45b … the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit.
Rom 5:10
For if we, being enemies, were reconciled to God through the death of His Son,
much more we will be saved in His life, having been reconciled,

2.

The new man is the spontaneous issue of our taking Christ as our life and living
Him—Col. 3:3-4, 10-11.
Col 3:3
Col 3:4
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ our life is manifested, then you also will be manifested with Him in glory.
And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge
according to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

II. We need to know and experience the all-inclusive, extensive Christ as the
constituent of the new man:
A.

In the new man there is room only for Christ; He is all the members of the new man and in
all the members; He is everything in the new man—vv. 10-11.
Col 3:10
Col 3:11

B.
C.

And have put on the new man, which is being renewed unto full knowledge according
to the image of Him who created him,
Where there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all.

In the new man Christ is the centrality and universality; He is the constituent of the new
man, and He is all and in all in the new man.
If we would live Christ as the constituent of the new man, we need to be ruled by the peace
of Christ (vv. 12-15) and inhabited by the word of Christ (vv. 16-17):
Col 3:12
Col 3:13
Col 3:14
Col 3:15
Col 3:16

Col 3:17

Put on therefore, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, inward parts of
compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering;
Bearing one another and forgiving one another, if anyone should have a complaint
against anyone; even as the Lord forgave you, so also should you forgive.
And over all these things put on love, which is the uniting bond of perfectness.
And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in your hearts, to which also you were called in
one Body; and be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts
to God.
And whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
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1.

We need to allow the peace of Christ to arbitrate in our hearts—vv. 12-15; Eph. 2:1418; Rom. 5:1; Matt. 18:21-35:
Col 3:12
Col 3:13
Col 3:14
Col 3:15
Eph 2:14
Eph 2:15
Eph 2:16
Eph 2:17
Eph 2:18
Rom 5:1
Matt 18:21
Matt 18:22
Matt 18:23
Matt 18:24
Matt 18:25

Matt 18:26
Matt 18:27
Matt 18:28

Matt 18:29
Matt 18:30
Matt 18:31
Matt 18:32
Matt 18:33
Matt 18:34
Matt 18:35

a.

Put on therefore, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, inward parts of
compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering;
Bearing one another and forgiving one another, if anyone should have a complaint
against anyone; even as the Lord forgave you, so also should you forgive.
And over all these things put on love, which is the uniting bond of perfectness.
And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in your hearts, to which also you were
called in one Body; and be thankful.
For He Himself is our peace, He who has made both one and has broken down
the middle wall of partition, the enmity,
Abolishing in His flesh the law of the commandments in ordinances, that He
might create the two in Himself into one new man, so making peace,
And might reconcile both in one Body to God through the cross, having slain
the enmity by it.
And coming, He announced peace as the gospel to you who were far off, and
peace to those who were near,
For through Him we both have access in one Spirit unto the Father.
Therefore having been justified out of faith, we have peace toward God through
our Lord Jesus Christ,
Then Peter came and said to Him, Lord, how often shall my brother sin against
me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?
Jesus said to him, I do not say to you, Up to seven times, but, Up to seventy
times seven.
For this reason the kingdom of the heavens has become like a king who
desired to settle accounts with his slaves.
And when he began to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand talents
was brought to him.
But since he did not have the means to repay, the master commanded him to
be sold, as well as his wife and children and all that he had, and repayment to
be made.
Then the slave fell down and worshipped him, saying, Be patient with me and I
will repay you all.
And the master of that slave was moved with compassion and released him
and forgave him the loan.
But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii, and he took hold of him and began to choke him, saying,
Repay me what you owe.
Then his fellow slave fell down and begged him, saying, Be patient with me and
I will repay you.
But he would not; instead, he went away and threw him into prison until he
would repay what was owed.
Then his fellow slaves, seeing what had taken place, were greatly grieved and
came and explained fully to their master all that had taken place.
Then his master called him to him and said to him, Evil slave, all that debt I
forgave you, because you begged me.
Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave even as I had mercy
on you?
And his master became angry and delivered him to the torturers until he would
repay all that was owed.
So also will My heavenly Father do to you if each of you does not forgive his
brother from your hearts.

The Greek term for arbitrate can also be rendered “umpire, preside, ” or “be
enthroned as a ruler and decider of everything”; the arbitrating peace of Christ
dissolves our complaint against anyone—Col. 3:13.
Col 3:13

Bearing one another and forgiving one another, if anyone should have a
complaint against anyone; even as the Lord forgave you, so also should
you forgive.
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b.

c.

Often we are conscious of three parties within us: a positive party, a negative
party, and a neutral party; hence, there is the need for inward arbitration to settle
the dispute within us:
(1) Whenever we sense that different parties within our being are arguing or
quarreling, we need to give place to the presiding peace of Christ and
allow this peace, which is the oneness of the new man, to rule within us
and have the final word.
(2) We need to set aside our opinion, our concept, and listen to the word of the
indwelling Referee.
If we allow the peace of Christ to arbitrate in our hearts, this peace will settle all
the disputes among us; we shall have peace with God vertically and with the
saints horizontally:
(1) Through the arbitration of the peace of Christ, our problems are solved,
and the friction between the saints disappears; then the church life is
preserved in sweetness, and the new man is maintained in a practical way.
(2) The arbitrating of the peace of Christ is Christ working within us to
exercise His rule over us, to speak the last word, and to make the final
decision—cf. Isa. 9:6-7.
Isa 9:6

Isa 9:7

(3)

(4)

If we stay under the ruling of the enthroned peace of Christ, we shall not
offend others or damage them; rather, by the Lord’s grace and with His
peace, we shall minister life to others.
This peace should bind all the believers together and become their uniting
bond—Eph. 4:3.
Eph 4:3

2.

For a child is born to us, / A Son is given to us; / And the government /
Is upon His shoulder; / And His name will be called / Wonderful
Counselor, / Mighty God, / Eternal Father, / Prince of Peace.
To the increase of His government / And to His peace there is no
end, / Upon the throne of David / And over His kingdom, / To
establish it / And to uphold it / In justice and righteousness / From
now to eternity. / The zeal of Jehovah of hosts / Will accomplish this.

Being diligent to keep the oneness of the Spirit in the uniting bond
of peace:

If we would live Christ as the constituent of the new man, we need to let the word of
Christ dwell in us richly—Col. 3:16-17:
Col 3:16

Col 3:17

a.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

When the peace of Christ arbitrates in us and keeps us in a situation full of
oneness and harmony, we become the place of God’s speaking, His oracle—vv.
15-16; Rev. 2:1, 7:
Col 3:15
Col 3:16

Rev 2:1

Rev 2:7

And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in your hearts, to which also you
were called in one Body; and be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to God.
To the messenger of the church in Ephesus write: These things says He
who holds the seven stars in His right hand, He who walks in the midst of
the seven golden lampstands:
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To
him who overcomes, to him I will give to eat of the tree of life, which is in
the Paradise of God.
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(1)

God’s speaking requires oneness; division causes God’s speaking to
diminish, even to cease altogether—Lev. 1:1.
Lev 1:1

(2)

Since oneness is a necessary condition for God’s speaking, we need to let
the peace of Christ arbitrate in our hearts—Col. 3:15.
Col 3:15

(3)

Then Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the Tent of
Meeting, saying,

And let the peace of Christ arbitrate in your hearts, to which also
you were called in one Body; and be thankful.

For the word of Christ to dwell in us richly means that it has adequate
room in us to permeate and saturate our whole being; it is crucial for us to
let the word of Christ enter into us, dwell in us, prevail in us, and replace
our concepts, opinions, and philosophies—Psa. 119:130; cf. Rev. 21:23;
22:5.
Psa 119:130 The opening of Your words gives light, / Imparting understanding to
the simple.
Rev 21:23
And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon that they should
shine in it, for the glory of God illumined it, and its lamp is the
Lamb.
Rev 22:5
And night will be no more; and they have no need of the light of a
lamp and of the light of the sun, for the Lord God will shine upon
them; and they will reign forever and ever.

b.

We need to allow the word of the Lord to have the first place in us so that we
may experience the functions of the word of God operating within us and
ministering the riches of Christ into our being—Col. 3:16:
Col 3:16

(1)

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to God.

The word of God enlightens (Psa. 119:105, 130), nourishes (Matt. 4:4; 1
Tim. 4:6), and waters us to quench our thirst (Isa. 55:1, 8-11).
Psa 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet / And a light to my path.
Psa 119:130 The opening of Your words gives light, / Imparting understanding to
the simple.
Matt 4:4
But He answered and said, It is written, "Man shall not live on
bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out through the
mouth of God."
1 Tim 4:6
If you lay these things before the brothers, you will be a good
minister of Christ Jesus, being nourished with the words of the faith
and of the good teaching which you have closely followed.
Isa 55:1
Ho! Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters, / And you who have
no money; / Come, buy and eat; / Yes, come, buy wine and milk /
Without money and without price.
Isa 55:8
For My thoughts are not your thoughts, / And your ways are not My
ways, declares Jehovah.
Isa 55:9
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, / So My ways are
higher than your ways, / And My thoughts higher than your thoughts.
Isa 55:10
For just as the rain comes down / And the snow from heaven, / And
does not return there, / Until it waters the earth / And makes it bear
and sprout forth, / That it may give seed to the sower and bread to
the eater;
Isa 55:11
So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; / It will not
return to Me vainly, / But it will accomplish what I delight in, / And it
will prosper in the matter to which I have sent it.

(2)

The word of God strengthens (1 John 2:14b; Prov. 4:20-22), washes (Eph.
5:26), and builds us up (Acts 20:32).
1 John 2:14b … I have written to you, young men, because you are strong and
the word of God abides in you and you have overcome the evil one.
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Prov 4:20
Prov 4:21
Prov 4:22
Eph 5:26
Acts 20:32

(3)

The word of God completes, perfects (2 Tim. 3:15-17), and edifies us by
sanctifying us (John 17:17).
2 Tim 3:15

2 Tim 3:16
2 Tim 3:17
John 17:17

c.

And that from a babe you have known the sacred writings, which
are able to make you wise unto salvation through the faith which is
in Christ Jesus.
All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for
conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
That the man of God may be complete, fully equipped for every
good work.
Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

By allowing the word of God to inhabit us, we can become a proper human
being, a God-man filled with Christ as the reality of the attributes of God—Col.
3:16-25; Phil. 4:5-8.
Col 3:16

Col 3:17
Col 3:18
Col 3:19
Col 3:20
Col 3:21
Col 3:22

Col 3:23
Col 3:24
Col 3:25
Phil 4:5
Phil 4:6
Phil 4:7
Phil 4:8

3.

My son, be attentive to my words; / Incline your ear to my sayings.
Do not let them depart from your sight; / Keep them in the midst of
your heart.
For they are life to those who find them, / And healing to all their
flesh.
That He might sanctify her, cleansing her by the washing of the
water in the word,
And now I commit you to God and to the word of His grace, which
is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all
those who have been sanctified.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and
admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter against them.
Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing in the
Lord.
Fathers, do not vex your children, that they may not be disheartened.
Slaves, obey in all things those who are your masters according to the
flesh, not with eye-service as men-pleasers, but in singleness of heart
fearing the Lord.
Whatever you do, work from the soul as to the Lord and not to men,
Knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as
recompense. You serve the Lord Christ.
For he who does unrighteously will receive what he unrighteously did,
and there is no respect of persons.
Let your forbearance be known to all men. The Lord is near.
In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;
And the peace of God, which surpasses every man's understanding, will
guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.
Finally, brothers, what things are true, what things are dignified, what
things are righteous, what things are pure, what things are lovely, what
things are well spoken of, if there is any virtue and if any praise, take
account of these things.

If we allow the peace of Christ to arbitrate in us and if we are filled with the word of
Christ, we shall have the new man in a practical way; all the saints in all the churches
throughout the Lord’s recovery will be living Christ in the one new man.
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