LIVING UNDER THE UNIQUE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST
AND IN THE UNIQUE DIVINE FELLOWSHIP

(Saturday—Second Morning Session)

Message Five
The Unique Divine Fellowship

Scripture Reading: Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3; 2 Cor. 13:14; Rev. 21:21b; 22:1-2

Acts 2:42  And they continued steadfastly in the ‘teaching and the fellowship of the apostles, in the ®breaking of

bread and the “prayers.

1John 1:3  That which we have ‘seen and heard we report “also to you that you also may have **fellowship with us,

and indeed our fellowship is with the “Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

2 Cor 13:14 The “grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the "love of God and the “fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with

you all.

Rev 21:21b ... And the ®street of the city was pure “gold, like “transparent glass.
Rev22:1  And ‘he “showed me a *river of *water of life, bright as “’crystal, “proceeding out of the *'throne of God

and of the Lamb in the middle of its *street.

Rev22:2  And on this “side and on that side of the river was the ‘“tree of life, producing twelve *fruits, yielding its

fruit *each “month; and the *'leaves of the tree are for the °healing of the 'nations.

The unique divine fellowship is mysterious—1 John 1:3:
1 John 1:3 That which we have seen and heard we report %also to you that you also may have **fellowship with
us, and indeed our fellowship is with the “Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.
A. The divine life and the divine fellowship are mysterious because they are divine—wv. 2-3, 7.
1John 1:2 (And the *life was *manifested, and we have seen and “testify and report to you *the “eternal
life, which was “with the °Father and was °manifested to us);
1John 1:3 That which we have 'seen and heard we report “also to you that you also may have
%fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the “Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ.
1 John 1:7 But if we °walk in the light as He lis in the light, we *have fellowship with one another, and
the *blood of “Jesus His Son cleanses us from every ®sin.
B. We, the believers in Christ, are mysterious, for we have the mysterious divine life and the
mysterious divine nature—John 3:15; 2 Pet. 1:4.
John 3:15 That every one who believes into Him may have "eternal life.
2 Pet1:4 'Through “which He has granted to us precious and exceedingly great “promises that through
“these you might become "partakers of the divine nature, *having ‘escaped the corruption
which is in the “world by ‘lust.

The unique divine fellowship is intrinsically related to the unique divine
nature, which is signified by the street of the New Jerusalem—Rev. 21:21b;
22:1-2:
Rev 21:21b ... And the street of the city was pure ‘gold, like “transparent glass.
Rev 22:1 And *he “showed me a *’river of *water of life, bright as “’crystal, “proceeding out of the >throne of
God and of the Lamb in the middle of its *“street.
Rev22:2 And on this side and on that side of the river was the *tree of life, producing twelve *fruits,
yielding its fruit *each “month; and the *'leaves of the tree are for the °healing of the 'nations.
A. The street of the holy city is “pure gold, like transparent glass”—21:21b:
Rev 21:21b ... And the 3street of the city was pure °gold, like “transparent glass.
1. Gold symbolizes the divine nature—2 Pet. 1:4; Rev. 21:18b.
2 Pet1:4 'Through ®which He has granted to us precious and ®exceedingly great “promises that
through “these you might become °partakers of the divine nature, *having “escaped the
Scorruption which is in the “world "by °lust.
Rev 21:18b ... and the city was “pure *gold, like “clear glass.
2. The fact that the river of water of life proceeds in the middle of the golden street
signifies that the divine life f lows in the divine nature as the unique way for the
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daily life of God’s redeemed people; the divine life and the divine nature always go

together—22:1-2.

Rev 22:1  And *he *showed me a *’river of *water of life, bright as “’crystal, *proceeding out of the
Sthrone of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its *’street.

Rev22:2 And on this side and on that side of the river was the ““tree of life, producing twelve
“fruits, yielding its fruit *each “month; and the *’leaves of the tree are for the “healing of
the "nations.

All our fellowship must be based on God’s golden nature—2 Pet. 1:4; 1 John 1:3, 7:

2 Pet1:4 'Through “which He has granted to us precious and *exceedingly great *promises that through
“these you might become "partakers of the divine nature, °having ‘escaped the °corruption
which is in the “world "by ‘lust.

1 John 1:3 That which we have “seen and heard we report Zalso to you that you also may have *fellowship
with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the *Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

1 John 1:7 But if we “walk in the light as He lis in the light, we *have fellowship with one another, and
the **blood of *Jesus His Son *cleanses us from every °sin.

1. We may feel that our fellowship with God is our contacting God, and our fellowship
with the saints is our contacting the saints, but this is not the deciding factor
concerning whether or not our fellowship is the fellowship of God—vv. 3, 6-7.

1 John 1:3 That which we have ‘seen and heard we report “also to you that you also may have
*fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the “Father and with His Son
Jesus Christ.

1John 1:6 If we say that we *have fellowship 2with Him and yet *walk in the °darkness, we “’lie
and are not °practicing the %truth;

1 John 1:7 But if we “walk in the light as He ‘is in the light, we *have fellowship with one another,
and the *blood of “Jesus His Son °cleanses us from every °sin.

2. The fellowship of God must be based upon God’s divine nature; whether or not our
fellowship with others is genuine fellowship is determined by whether or not it is
based upon the golden nature within us—Rev. 21:21b.

Rev 21:21b ... And the 3street of the city was pure ‘gold, like “transparent glass.

3. Living in the unique divine fellowship is not according to our outward doing but
according to our inward being; the inward being of our Christian life must be God’s
golden nature—vv. 18b, 21b; 22:1-2.

Rev 21:18b ... and the city was “pure *’gold, like “clear glass.

Rev 21:21b ... And the 3street of the city was pure °gold, like “transparent glass.

Rev 22:1 And *he *showed me a *’river of *water of life, bright as “crystal, *proceeding out of the
*'throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its “street.

Rev22:2 And on this side and on that side of the river was the ““tree of life, producing twelve
“fruits, yielding its fruit *each “month; and the *’leaves of the tree are for the “healing of
the nations.

4. If we practice the unique divine fellowship based on the golden divine nature, we
are living as part of the New Jerusalem—21:10-11.
Rev 21:10 And he °carried me away "in spirit onto a ‘great and high mountain and showed me the
‘holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
Rev 21:11 Having the “glory of God. Her #light was like a most *precious stone, like a “’jasper
stone, as clear as °crystal.

I11. The unique divine fellowship is the fellowship of the apostles—Acts 2:42:
Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the ‘teaching and the fellowship of the apostles, in the *breaking

A

of bread and the "prayers.
Fellowship is the communion and communication between the believers in their
communion and communication with God the Father and Christ the Son—1 John 1:3;
Phil. 1:5; 2:1; 4:14-15.
1 John 1:3 That which we have “seen and heard we report “also to you that you also may have **fellowship

with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the *Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.
Phil 1:5  For your **fellowship unto the furtherance of the *’gospel from the first day until now,
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Phil 2:1  If there is therefore any encouragement in Christ, if any *consolation of love, if any
"fellowship of spirit, if any *‘tenderheartedness and ‘compassions,

Phil 4:14  Nevertheless you did well to have “*fellowship with me in my Zaffliction.

Phil 4:15 And you yourselves also know, Philippians, that in the beginning of the “gospel, when | "went
out from “Macedonia, no church had fellowship with me in the “account of ®giving and
receiving except “you only;

The fellowship of the apostles is the fellowship of the Body of Christ, the divine fellowship

between all the believers and the Triune God—Acts 2:42; 2 Cor. 13:14; 1 John 1:3.

Acts 2:42  And they continued steadfastly in the ‘teaching and the fellowship of the apostles, in the

“breaking of bread and the "prayers.
2 Cor 13:14 The *grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the "love of God and the “fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

1John 1:3  That which we have ‘seen and heard we report “also to you that you also may have *fellowship

with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the “Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

The apostles’ fellowship is universal in time and space, including all parts of the globe
and all centuries.
The fellowship of the apostles is based on the apostles’ teaching—Acts 2:42:

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the ‘teaching and the fellowship of the apostles, in the
“breaking of bread and the prayers.
1. Teaching creates fellowship, and fellowship comes from teaching; fellowship
always comes after teaching—1 Cor. 4:17; 1:9; 10:16.
1 Cor 4:17 Because of this | have sent *Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful °child in
the Lord, who will remind you of my 'ways which are in Christ, even as | teach
“everywhere in every ‘church.
1Cor1:9 'God is “faithful, through whom you were “called “into the “fellowship of His Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
1 Cor 10:16 The °cup of blessing which we °bless, is it not the *fellowship of the ‘blood of Christ?
The “bread which we break, is it not the fellowship of the °body of Christ?

2. The apostles’ teaching is the element and realm of the apostles’ fellowship—Acts 2:42:

Acts 2:42  And they continued steadfastly in the ‘teaching and the fellowship of the apostles, in the
“breaking of bread and the “prayers.

a. The unique fellowship is produced through the unique teaching, the apostles’
teaching—v. 42.

Acts 2:42  And they continued steadfastly in the ‘teaching and the fellowship of the apostles,

in the ®breaking of bread and the "prayers.
b. Besides the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, the believers in Christ should

not have any other teaching or fellowship—1 Tim. 1:3-4; Titus 1:9; 1 John 1:3.

1 Tim 1:3 Even as | exhorted you, when | was ‘going into *Macedonia, to remain in "Ephesus
in order that you might charge “certain ones not to teach *different things

1Tim1:4 Nor to give heed to ®myths and unending *’genealogies, which produce
‘questionings rather than God's **economy, which is in **faith.

Titus 1:9 “Holding to the *faithful word, which is according to the *teaching of the
apostles, that he may be able both to exhort by the “healthy teaching and to
Sconvict ®those who “oppose.

1 John 1:3 That which we have *seen and heard we report also to you that you also may have
%fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the “Father and with His
Son Jesus Christ.

c. If we teach wrongly or differently from the apostles’ teaching, our teaching will

produce a sectarian, divisive fellowship—1 Tim. 1:3-4; 6:3.

1 Tim 1:3 Even as | exhorted you, when | was ‘going into *Macedonia, to remain in "Ephesus
in order that you might charge “certain ones not to teach *different things

1Tim1:4 Nor to give heed to “myths and unending *genealogies, which produce
‘questionings rather than God's *'economy, which is in “faith.

1 Tim 6:3 If anyone teaches ‘“different things and does not consent to **healthy words, those
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teaching which is according to **godliness,

48



d. In God’s New Testament economy there is only one category of teaching
revealed and recognized by God—the teaching of the apostles—and only one
category of fellowship that is of God and is acceptable to Him—the fellowship
of the apostles, which is with the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, and which is
the unique fellowship of the unique church, the Body of Christ—Acts 2:42; 1
John 1:3; 1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Cor. 13:14.

Acts 2:42  And they continued steadfastly in the ‘teaching and the fellowship of the
apostles, in the “breaking of bread and the “prayers.

1John 1:3  That which we have 'seen and heard we report 2also to you that you also may
have **fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the *Father and with
His Son Jesus Christ.

1Cor1:9 'God is *faithful, through whom you were “called Zinto the “fellowship of His
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

2 Cor 13:14 The “grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the "love of God and the “fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

E. The fellowship of the Lord’s recovery is the recovered fellowship of the apostles; we are
in the unique divine fellowship—the fellowship of the Lord’s recovery, which is the
recovered apostles’ fellowship—Acts 2:42; 1 John 1:3.

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the ‘teaching and the fellowship of the apostles, in the
“breaking of bread and the prayers.

1John 1:3 That which we have 'seen and heard we report “also to you that you also may have
%fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the “Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ.

F.  We need a vision of the apostles’ teaching and fellowship to guide us, control us, and
restrict us—Prov. 29:18.

Prov 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.

G. In our work for the Lord, we must keep ourselves in the apostles’ fellowship—1 Cor.
15:58; 16:10; Eph. 4:12.

1 Cor 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be *steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the *work
of the Lord, knowing that your *labor is not %in vain in the Lord.

1 Cor 16:10 Now if “Timothy comes, see that he is with you without fear; for he is working the "work of
the Lord, even as | am.

Eph4:12  For the “perfecting of the saints unto the work of the *ministry, unto the “building up of
the “Body of Christ,

IV. The unique divine fellowship requires that we join with the apostles and the
Triune God for the carrying out of God’s purpose—1 John 1:3; Phil. 1:5;
2:1; 4:14-15; Acts 11:23; Eph. 1:11; 3:11; 2 Tim. 1:9:

1 John 1:3 That which we have *seen and heard we report %also to you that you also may have *fellowship with
us, and indeed our fellowship is with the “Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

Phil 1:5  For your **fellowship unto the furtherance of the *gospel from the first day until now,

Phil 2:1  ’If there is therefore any encouragement in Christ, if any *consolation of love, if any “fellowship of
spirit, if any *tenderheartedness and “compassions,

Phil 4:14  Nevertheless you did well to have “*fellowship with me in my affliction.

Phil 4:15 And you yourselves also know, Philippians, that in the beginning of the °gospel, when I "went out
from °Macedonia, no church had “fellowship with me in the *account of *giving and receiving
except “you only;

Acts 11:23 Who, when he arrived and saw the ‘“grace of God, °rejoiced and encouraged them all to “remain
with the Lord with “purpose of heart;

Eph 1:11 In whom also we ‘were designated as an “inheritance, having been *predestinated according to the
*purpose of the One who works all things according to the “counsel of His ‘will,

Eph3:11 According to the 'eternal *purpose which He made in *Christ Jesus our Lord,

2 Tim 1:9 Who has saved us and ““called us with a holy calling, not according to our "works but according to
His own *“purpose and ‘grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before the “times of the ages
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John’s word in 1 John 1:3 indicates the putting away of private interests and a joining

with others for a certain common purpose.

1John 1:3 That which we have 'seen and heard we report “also to you that you also may have
*fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the “Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ.

To have fellowship with the apostles, to be in the fellowship of the apostles, and to have
fellowship with the Triune God in the apostles’ fellowship is to put aside our private
interests and join with the apostles and the Triune God for the carrying out of God’s
purpose—Eph. 1:11; 3:11.

Eph 1:11 In whom also we ‘were designated as an inheritance, having been *predestinated according

to the *°purpose of the One who works all things according to the “counsel of His “will,

Eph 3:11  According to the eternal “purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord,

Our participation in the apostles’ fellowship—in their enjoyment of the Triune God—is

our joining with them and with the Triune God for His divine purpose, which is common

to God, the apostles, and all the believers—Rom. 8:28; 2 Tim. 1:9; 3:10.

Rom 8:28 And we know that *all things “work together for *good to those who “love God, to those who

are “called according to His *purpose.

2 Tim1:9 Who has saved us and *called us with a holy calling, not according to our "works but

according to His own “purpose and “grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus *before the
‘times of the ages

2 Tim 3:10 But you have °closely followed my teaching, ‘conduct, *°purpose, faith, long-suffering, love,

endurance,

According to John’s writings, the divine purpose is twofold:

1. The divine purpose is that the believers may grow in the divine life by abiding in the
Triune God (1 John 2:12-27) and, based upon the divine birth, live a life of the
divine righteousness and the divine love (2:28—5:3) to overcome the world, death,
sin, the devil, and idols (5:4-21).
1John 2:12 | Wrgte to you, *little children, because your sins have been *forgiven you because of

His "name.

1 John 2:13 | write to you, *fathers, because you ?know *Him who is “from the beginning. | write
to you, *young men, because you have “overcome the “evil one. | ®write to you,
®young children, because you “know the “°Father.

1 John 2:14 1 have *written to “you, fathers, because you know Him who is from the beginning. |
have written to you, young men, because you are “strong and the word of God “abides
in you and you have overcome the ®evil one.

1 John 2:15 'Do not love the ?*world nor the things in the world. If anyone "loves the ‘world, **love
for the “Father is not in him;

1John 2:16 Because all that is in the world, the **lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the
vainglory of “life, is not of the Father but is of the world.

1John 2:17 And the world is “passing away, and its “lust, but he who “’does the ‘will of God abides
forever.

1 John 2:18 *Young children, it is the ®last hour; and even as you heard that ’antichrist is coming,
even now *many antichrists have ‘come; whereby we know that it is the last hour.

1John 2:19 They °went out from us, but they were 'not of us; for if they had been of us, they
would have remained with us; but they went out that they might be "manifested that
they all are not of us.

1 John 2:20 And you have an **anointing from the "Holy One, and *all of you “know.

1 John 2:21 | have not written to you because you do not know the *truth, but because you *know it
and because no ‘lie is of the truth.

1John 2:22 Who is the ®liar if not he who “denies that “Jesus is the Christ? This is the “antichrist,
the one who denies the Father and the Son.

1 John 2:23 Everyone who ‘denies the Son does not have the “Father either; he who confesses the
®Son has the Father also.

1 John 2:24 As for you, ‘that which you “heard *from the beginning, let it *abide in you. If that
which you heard from the beginning "abides in you, you also will ‘abide in the “Son
and in the Father.
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1 John 2:25
1 John 2:26
1 John 2:27

1 John 2:28

1 John 2:29

1 John 3:1

1 John 3:2

1 John 3:3
1 John 3:4
1 John 3:5
1 John 3:6
1 John 3:7

1 John 3:8

1 John 3:9

1 John 3:10

1 John 3:11

1 John 3:12

1 John 3:13
1 John 3:14

1 John 3:15

1 John 3:16

1 John 3:17

1 John 3:18
1 John 3:19

1 John 3:20

1 John 3:21
1 John 3:22

1 John 3:23

1 John 3:24

1 John 4:1

And this is the promise which *He Himself 2promised us, the *eternal life.

These things | have written to you ‘concerning those who #lead you astray.

And as for you, the *anointing which you have received from *Him ®abides in you, and
you have ‘no need that anyone teach you; but as His anointing *teaches you
concerning °all things and is "true and is not a "lie, and even as it has taught you, ®abide
in Him.

And now, little children, abide in Him, so that if *He is “manifested, we may have
®boldness and not be “put to ‘shame *from Him ®at His “coming.

If you 'know that “He is *righteous, “you *know that everyone who ®’practices
‘righteousness also has been "begotten of Him.

'Behold what manner of #love the *Father has given to us, that we should be called
“*children of God; and we are. *Because of this the world does not *know us, "because
it did not know Him.

Beloved, now we are children of God, and lit has not yet been *manifested what we
will be. We *know that if *He is manifested, we will be “like Him because we will “see
Him even as He is.

And everyone who has “this *hope set on Him *’purifies himself, even as *He is pure.
Everyone who “practices "sin practices “lawlessness also, and sin is lawlessness.

Ar12d you know that He was “manifested that He might ‘take away "sins; and sin is not
in “Him.

Everyone who ““abides in Him #does not sin; everyone who 3sins *has not seen Him
or “known Him.

'Little children, let no one *lead you astray; he who *practices righteousness is
““righteous, even as He is “righteous;

He who practices sin is of the *’devil, because the devil has sinned *from the
beginning. “For this purpose the Son of God was “manifested, that He might *‘destroy
the works of the devil.

Everyone who has been 'begotten of God does “not practice sin, because His *seed
Pabides in him; and he “cannot sin, because he has been begotten of God.

YIn this the °children of God and the °children of the devil are manifest. Everyone who
does not ‘practice righteousness is not of God, neither he who “does not %love his
brother.

For this is the 'message which you *heard *from the beginning, that we should *’love
one another,

Not as *Cain was “of the ®evil one and slew his brother. And for what reason did he
slay him? Because his works were evil, and his brother's, “righteous.

Do not marvel, brothers, if the *world *hates you.

We know that we have “passed out of ‘death into life because we °love the brothers. He
who °does not love abides in death.

Everyone who “hates his brother is a *’murderer, and you know that no murderer has
‘eternal life abiding in him.

In this we know love, that *He "laid down His life on our behalf, and we ought to ‘lay
down our 2lives on behalf of the brothers.

But whoever has the livelihood of the world and sees that his brother has ®need and
®shuts up his ‘affections from him, how does the *love of God abide in him?

!Little children, let us not *love in word nor in tongue but in 2deed and *truthfulness.
And in this we will know that we are of the “truth, and we will “persuade our heart
before Him,

Because if our ‘heart “blames us, it is because God is °greater than our heart and
knows all things.

Beloved, if our *heart does not blame us, we have *"boldness “toward God;

And ‘whatever we “ask we receive from Him because we *keep His commandments
and °do the things that are pleasing in His sight.

And this is His **commandment, that we "believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ
and ‘love one another, even as He gave a commandment to us.

And he who °keeps His commandments ““abides in Him, and ?He in him. And in this
we know that He abides in us, *by the *’Spirit whom He gave to us.

Beloved, do “not believe ‘every °spirit, but *°prove the spirits whether they are *of God,
because many “’false prophets have “gone out into the world.
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1 John 4:2

1 John 4:3

1 John 4:4

1 John 45

1 John 4:6

1 John 4:7

1 John 4:8
1 John 4:9

1 John 4:10

1 John 4:11
1 John 4:12

1 John 4:13

1 John 4:14

1 John 4:15
1 John 4:16

1 John 4:17

1 John 4:18

1 John 4:19
1 John 4:20

1 John 4:21

1 John 5:1

1 John 5:2
1 John 5:3
1 John 5:4
1 John 5:5
1 John 5:6
1 John 5:7
1 John 5:8
1 John 5:9

1 John 5:10

1 John 5:11

In this you know the ®Spirit of God: Every *spirit which confesses that Jesus Christ has
come “in the “flesh is of God,

And every *spirit which does *not confess Jesus is not of God; and this is the spirit of
the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming and now is already in the
world.

You are *of God, little children; and you have “overcome °them because "greater is
*He who is ®in you than *he who is in the “world.

They are *of the “world; therefore they speak out of the world, and the world hears
them.

We are “of God; he who knows God "hears us; he who is “not of God does not hear us.
*From this we know the “Spirit of °truth and the “spirit of deception.

Beloved, let us **love one another, because 2love is of God, and everyone who *loves
has been “’begotten of God and °*knows God.

He who “does 'not love has not "known God, because God is “love.

In this the ®love of God was manifested *among us, that God “sent His ‘only begotten
Son into the world that we might *have life and “live through Him.

"Herein is ®love, not that we have "loved God but that He ‘loved us and sent His Son as
a propitiation for our sins.

Beloved, if God has loved us in this way, we also ought to *love one another.

No one has ‘“beheld God at any time; if we “love one another, God abides in us, and
*His love is “perfected in us.

In *this we know that we *“abide in Him and He in us, that He has given to us of His
Spirit.

fnd we have *beheld and “testify that the Father has “°sent the Son as the “Savior of the
world.

Whoever “confesses that Jesus is the "Son of God, God “abides in him and he in God.
And we know and have “believed the *love which God has %in us. God is ®love, and he
who “abides in love ®abides in God and °God abides in him.

In “this has love been “perfected with us, that we may have ®boldness in the day of the
*judgment because even as *He is, so also are we in this world.

There is no “*fear in love, but ?perfect love casts out fear because fear has punishment,
and he who fears has not been perfected in love.

We love because He *first “loved us.

If anyone says, | love God, and *hates his brother, he is a "liar; for he who “does “not
love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.

And this ‘commandment we have from Him, that he who "loves God love his brother
also.

Everyone who “believes that “Jesus is the Christ has been begotten of God, and
everyone who ‘loves Him who has “begotten “loves him also who has been begotten of
Him.

In this we *know that we love the “children of God, when we love God and *do His
‘commandments.

For this is the ‘love of God, that we *keep His commandments; and His
commandments are not **burdensome.

For “everything that has been “begotten of God **overcomes the “world; and this is the
bvictory which has overcome the world—our faith.

And who is he who overcomes the world except him who *believes that “Jesus is the
Son of God?

This is *He who came through 2water and ®blood?, Jesus Christ; not %in the water only,
but %in the water and %in the blood; and the Spirit is He who “testifies, because the
Spirit is the >reality.

For there are three who testify,

The Spirit and the water and the blood, and the three are *unto the one thing.

If we receive the *testimony of men, the ‘°testimony of God is greater, because this is
the testimony of God that He has testified concerning His “Son.

He who “believes into the Son of God has the "testimony in himself; he who does not
believe God has made Him a “liar because he has “not believed in the testimony which
God has testified concerning His Son.

And this is the *testimony, that God ‘gave to us "eternal ‘life and this life is in His Son.
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1John 5:12 He who *has the Son has the “life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have
the life.

1 John 5:13 | have written these things to you that you may know that you have eternal life, to you
who “believe into the name of the Son of God.

1John 5:14 And 'this is the “boldness which we have toward Him, that if we *ask anything
according to His will, He hears us.

1John 5:15 And if we 'know that He hears us in whatever we “ask, we know that we have the
requests which we have asked from Him.

1 John 5:16 If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not ‘unto death, he shall “ask and he *will give
“*life to him, to those sinning not unto death. There is a >sin unto “death; | do not say
that he should “make request concerning that.

1 John 5:17 All *unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not unto death.

1 John 5:18 We know that everyone who is ‘begotten of God ®does not sin, but he who has been
begotten of God *’keeps himself, and the “evil one does not *touch him.

1John5:19 We know that we are ‘of God, and the 2whole *world ®lies in the “’evil one.

1 John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has “*come and has given us an *understanding that
we might *know “Him who is *true; and we are ®in Him who is true, ‘in His Son Jesus
Christ. 8This is the “true God and ‘eternal life.

1 John 5:21 Little children, guard yourselves from *idols.

The divine purpose is that the local churches may be built up as the lampstands for

the testimony of Jesus (Rev. 1—3) and consummate in the New Jerusalem as the full

expression of God for eternity (chs. 21—22); this is the divine purpose of the unique
divine fellowship.

Rev1:1  The “revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave to Him to “show to His “slaves the

things that must quickly take place; and He made it known by **signs, sending it by His
‘angel to His slave John,

Rev 1:2 XVho “testified the "word of God and the “testimony of Jesus Christ, even all that he
saw.

Rev 1:3  “Blessed is he who reads and those who "hear the “words of the *prophecy and “keep the

things written in it, for the time is °near.

Rev1:4  John to the **seven “churches which are in *Asia: “Grace to you and “peace from *Him
“who is and who was and who is coming, and from the *'seven Spirits who are before
His throne,

Rev1:5  And from Jesus Christ, the faithful “Witness, the "Firstborn of the dead, and the ‘Ruler
of the kings of the earth. To Him who “loves us and has ‘released us from our sins *by
His *blood

Rev1:6  And made us a “*kingdom, *priests ‘to His God and Father, to Him be the glory and the
might forever and ever. Amen.

Rev1:7  Behold, He “comes with the *’clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who
°pierced Him; and all the 3tribes of the “land will **mourn over Him. Yes, amen.

Rev1:8 | am the "Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, "He who is and who was and who
is coming, the “Almighty.

Rev1:9 | John, your brother and fellow °partaker in the ‘tribulation and °kingdom and
Yendurance in 2Jesus, was on the island called *Patmos because of the “word of God and
the "testimony of Jesus.

Rev 1:10 | was in *spirit on the 2Lord's Day and heard behind me a loud voice like a "trumpet,

Rev1:11 Saying, What you °see "write in a scroll and 'send it to the “seven “churches: to Ephesus
and to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to
Laodicea.

Rev1:12 And | 'turned to see the voice that spoke with me; and when | turned, | saw “seven
’golden *lampstands,

Rev1:13 And lin the *midst of the lampstands One like the **Son of Man, clothed with a
*garment reaching to the feet, and “’girded about at the breasts with a golden ‘girdle.

Rev 1:14 And His head and *hair were as *white as white wool, as snow; and His *‘eyes were
like a flame of *“fire;

Rev 1:15 And His “*feet were like shining bronze, as having been *fired in a furnace; and His
voice was like the *sound of many waters.
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And He had in His right hand “seven *stars; and out of His ’mouth proceeded a sharp
two-edged “sword; and His **face shone as the sun shines in its power.

And when | saw Him, | *fell at His feet as dead; and He "placed His right hand on me,
saying, “Do not fear; | am the ““First and the Last

And the “living One; and | became "dead, and behold, I am living forever and ever; and
| have the °keys of “death and of Hades.

*Write therefore the things which you have seen and the things which are and the things
which are about to take place “after these things.

The 'mystery of the °seven stars which you saw upon My right hand and the "seven
golden lampstands: The seven stars are the messengers of the “seven churches, and the
seven ‘lampstands are the seven churches.

To the messenger of the church in *Ephesus write: These things says *He who *holds
the "seven stars in His right hand, He who walks in the “midst of the ‘seven golden
lampstands:

| *know your "works and your labor and your ‘endurance and that you cannot bear evil
men; and you have ‘tried those who call themselves “apostles and are not, and have
found them to be false;

And you have endurance and have borne all things because of My “name and have not
grown weary.

But | have one thing “against you, that you have left your *first *love.

*Remember therefore where you have fallen from and “repent and do the first works; but
if not, I am “‘coming to you and will ‘remove your lampstand out of its place, unless you
repent.

But this you have, that you hate the works of the **Nicolaitans, which | also "hate.

He who has an *ear, let him hear what the **Spirit says to the >churches. To him who
“overcomes, to him | will give to *‘eat of the *tree of life, which is in the "Paradise of
God.

And to the messenger of the church in *Smyrna write: These things says the *First and
the Last, who became "dead and ®lived again:

| know your “tribulation and Z’poverty (but you are rich) and the *slander from those
who call themselves “Jews and are “not, but are a **synagogue of ®'Satan.

Do not “fear the things that you are about to "suffer. Behold, the **devil is about to cast
some of you into “prison that you may be “tried, and you will have 'tribulation for *’ten
days. Be "faithful 'unto death, and I will give you the “crown of life.

He who has an °ear, let him hear what the "Spirit says to the churches. He who
‘“overcomes shall by no means be hurt of the **second death.

And to the messenger of the church in *Pergamos write: These things says He who has
the “sharp two-edged sword:

| know where you dwell, where **Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My *’name and
have °not denied “My faith, even in the days of *Antipas, My ‘witness, My 'faithful one,
who was %killed among you, where "Satan dwells.

But | have a few things “against you, that you have some there who hold the teaching
of *Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat
“‘idol sacrifices and to commit “fornication.

In the same way you also have some who hold in like manner the “teaching of the
“Nicolaitans.

“Repent therefore; but if not, I am “*coming to you quickly, and I will make war with
them with the ‘sword of My mouth.

He who has an %ear, let him hear what the "Spirit says to the churches. To him who
‘°overcomes, to him | will give of the 2’hidden *manna, and to him I will give a white
%stone, and upon the stone a “new name written, which "no one knows except him who
receives it.

And to the messenger of the church in **Thyatira write: These things says the °Son of
God, He who has *eyes like a flame of fire, and His “feet are like shining bronze:

I *know your *works and love and faith and service and your endurance and that your
last works are more than the first.

But | have something “against you, that you tolerate the ‘woman "Jezebel, she who calls
herself a *prophetess and “teaches and *leads My slaves astray to commit “fornication
and to eat “idol sacrifices.
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And | gave her time that she might °repent, and she is "not willing to repent of her
fornication.

Behold, I cast her into a 'bed, and those who commit “adultery with her, into “great
tribulation, unless they repent of her works;

And her children I will *kill with death; and all the churches will know that | am He
who searches the Zinward parts and the hearts; and | will give to each one of you
according to your "works.

But | say to you—the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this “teaching, who have
not known the “°deep things of “Satan, as they say—I put no other burden upon you;
Nevertheless what you have *hold fast *until | "come.

And he who *overcomes and he who keeps ’My works “until the end, to him I will
give *authority over the nations;

And he will *shepherd them with an “iron rod, as "vessels of pottery are broken in
pieces, as *°l also have received from My Father;

And to him | will give the **morning star.

He who has an “ear, let him hear what the "Spirit says to the churches.

And to the messenger of the church in *Sardis write: These things says He who has the
%seven Spirits of God and the "seven stars: | *know your works, that you have a *name
that you are “living, and yet you are °dead.

Become “watchful and establish the ‘things which remain, which were about to die; for |
have found none of your works ?’completed before My God.

*Remember therefore how you have received and heard, and keep it and °repent. If
therefore you will not watch, | will ‘come as a ““thief, and you shall by no means know
at what “hour 1 will come upon you.

But you have a few names in Sardis who have not *defiled their garments, and they will
walk with Me in ®white because they are worthy.

He who *overcomes will be “clothed thus, in "white garments, and | shall by no means
%erase his name out of the “’book of life, and I will *confess his name before My
Father and before His angels.

He who has an “ear, let him hear what the "Spirit says to the churches.

And to the messenger of the church in *Philadelphia write: These things says the *Holy
One, the "true One, the One who has the *key of David, the One who opens and no one
will shut, and shuts and no one opens:

| *’know your works; behold, I have put before you an *’opened door which no one can
shut, because you have a little power and have kept My *word and have not ‘denied
My name.

Behold, I will make those of the **synagogue of "Satan, those who call themselves ‘Jews
and are “not, but lie—behold, I will cause them to come and “fall *prostrate before your
feet and to know that | have °loved you.

Because you have “kept the ‘word of My "endurance, | also will *keep you out of the
hour of “trial, which is about to come on the whole inhabited earth, to try them who
‘dwell on the earth.

| **come quickly; "hold fast what you have that no one take your “crown.

He who *overcomes, him | will make a Zpillar in the ‘temple of My God, and he shall
by no means go out anymore, and | will write upon him the **name of My God and the
name of the city of My God, the *New Jerusalem, which descends out of heaven from
My God, and My 'new name.

He who has an “ear, let him hear what the "Spirit says to the churches.

And to the messenger of the church in *Laodicea write: These things says the 2’Amen,
the faithful and true “Witness, the **beginning of the creation of God:

I *know your works, that you are neither cold nor *hot; I wish that you were cold or hot.
So, because you are lukewarm and neither hot nor cold, 1 am about to *spew you out of
My mouth.

Because you ‘say, | am “wealthy and have become rich and have need of nothing, and
do not know that you are *wretched and miserable and poor and blind and °naked,

| counsel you to **buy from Me *’gold ‘refined by “fire that you may be °rich, and
*white garments that you may be clothed and that the shame of your °nakedness may
not be manifested, and “eyesalve to "anoint your eyes that you may see.

As many as | *love | reprove and “discipline; be *zealous therefore and “repent.

50



Rev 3:20

Rev 3:21

Rev 3:22
Rev 21:1

Rev 21:2

Rev 21:3

Rev 21:4

Rev 21:5

Rev 21:6

Rev 21:7

Rev 21:8

Rev 21:9

Rev 21:10

Rev 21:11

Rev 21:12

Rev 21:13

Rev 21:14

Rev 21:15

Rev 21:16

Rev 21:17

Rev 21:18

Rev 21:19

Rev 21:20

Rev 21:21

Rev 21:22

Rev 21:23

Behold, | stand at the **door and "knock; if anyone ‘hears My “voice and “opens the

door, then | will ‘come in to him and dine with him and he with Me.

He who *overcomes, to him I will give to %sit with Me on My °throne, as I also

‘overcame and “sat ‘with My Father on His throne.

He who has an %ear, let him hear what the "Spirit says to the ‘churches.

And | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the “first heaven and the first earth

passed away, and the sea is no more.

And | saw the *holy city, ""New Jerusalem, “coming down out of heaven from God,

‘prepared as a **bride adorned for her ®husband.

And | heard a “loud voice out of the throne, saying, Behold, the *’tabernacle of God is

with men, and He will “tabernacle with them, and “they will be His peoples, and God

Himself will be with them and be their God.

And He will *wipe away every tear from their eyes; and *’death will be no more, nor

will there be “sorrow or crying or pain anymore; for the *former things have passed

away.

And He “who sits on the throne said, Behold, I make all things "new. And He said,

Write, for these words are “faithful and true.

And He said to me, 'They have come to pass. | am the *Alpha and the Omega, the

"Beginning and the End. | will give to him who “thirsts from the “spring of the “water of

life freely.

He who *“overcomes will inherit these things, and °I will be God to him, and he will be

a “son to Me.

But the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and *fornicators and

sorcerers and idolaters and all the “false, their part will be in the *“lake which burns with

fire and brimstone, which is the “second death.

And *one of the %seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues

came and spoke with me, saying, "“Come here; I will show you the *bride, the ‘wife of

the Lamb.

And he °“carried me away "in spirit onto a ‘great and high mountain and showed me the

‘holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,

Having the “glory of God. Her *light was like a most *‘precious stone, like a “‘jasper

stone, as clear as °crystal.

It had a ‘great and high °wall and had *’twelve ‘gates, and at the gates twelve angels,

and names inscribed, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of *Israel:

On the ‘east three gates, and on the north three gates, and on the south three gates, and

on the west three gates.

And the wall of the city had twelve *foundations, and on them the twelve names of the

"twelve Zapostles of the Lamb.

And he who spoke with me had a 'golden reed as a *measure that he might measure the

city and its gates and its wall.

And the city lies **square, and its length is as great as the breadth. And he measured the

city with the reed to a length of “twelve thousand ®stadia; the “length and the breadth

and the height of it are "equal.

And he measured its wall, a *hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure of

a “man, that is, of an “angel.

And the building work of its wall was “*jasper; and the city was pure *gold, like “clear

glass.

The *foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every precious stone: the

first foundation was “jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth,

emerald,;

The fifth, *sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the

ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.

And the *twelve gates were twelve pearls; each “one of the gates was, respectively, of

one pearl. And the ®street of the city was pure °gold, like “transparent glass.

fd\nd | saw 'no “temple in it, for the °Lord God the Almighty and the “Lamb are its
temple.

And the city has *no need of the sun or of the moon that they should shine in it, for the

*glory of God illumined it, and its *“lamp is the Lamb.
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And the *nations will walk by its ?light; and the *kings of the earth bring their “glory
into it.

And its gates shall by *no means be shut by day, for there will be no ®night there.

And they will bring the **glory and the *honor of the nations into it.

And anything *common and he who makes an "abomination and a “lie shall by no means
%enter into it, but only “those who are “written in the Lamb's 2book of life.

And *he *showed me a Zriver of *water of life, bright as “’crystal, “proceeding out of
the “'throne of God and of the Lamb in the middle of its *street.

And on this °side and on that side of the river was the tree of life, producing twelve
“fruits, yielding its fruit each “month; and the *'leaves of the tree are for the ‘healing of
the nations.

And there will no longer be *a ?curse. And the *throne of God and of the Lamb will be
in it, and His "slaves will “’serve °Him;

And they will “*see His "face, and His “name will be on their foreheads.

And “night will be "no more; and they have no need of the “light of a lamp and of the
light of the sun, for the ®Lord God will shine upon them; and they will “reign forever
and ever.

And *he said to me, These words are *faithful and true; and the Lord, the "God of the
*spirits of the “prophets, has sent His angel to °show to His slaves the things which
must quickly take place.

And behold, *I “come quickly. "Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of
this scroll.

And | ?John am he who hears and sees these things. And when | heard and saw, | *fell to
worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things.

And he said to me, Do not do that! | am your fellow slave and a fellow slave of your
brothers the "prophets and of those who ‘keep the words of this scroll. “Worship God.
And he said to me, Do 'not “seal the words of the "prophecy of this scroll, for the ‘time
is near.

!Let *him who does unrighteousness do unrighteousness still; and let him who is filthy
be filthy still; and let him who is righteous do righteousness still; and let him who is
holy be holy still.

Behold, *I “come quickly, and My *’reward is with Me to render to each one as his work
is.

!| am the *Alpha and the Omega, the #First and the Last, the “Beginning and the End.
'“Blessed are those who #wash their robes that *they may have “right to the ‘tree of
life and may enter *by the %gates into the city.

“Outside are the "dogs and the sorcerers and the fornicators and the murderers and the
idolaters and everyone who loves and ‘makes a lie.

| Jesus have “sent My angel to testify to you these things ‘for the “’churches. | am the
*‘Root and the “Offspring of David, the bright “morning star.

And the *Spirit and the "bride say, “Come! And let him who hears say, Come! And let
him who is “thirsty *come; let *him who wills take the 'water of life freely.

! testify to everyone who hears the words of the “prophecy of this scroll: If anyone
Padds to them, God will add to him the **plagues which are written in this scroll;

And if anyone *takes away from the words of the scroll of this prophecy, God will take
away his part from the “°tree of life and out of the ‘holy city, which are written in this
scroll.

He who testifies these things says, Yes, ‘I come quickly. "Amen. *Come, Lord Jesus!
The *grace of the Lord 2Jesus be with all *the "saints. “Amen.
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Excerpts from the Ministry:
THE BASE OF THE NEW JERUSALEM—PURE GOLD

The base of the New Jerusalem is pure gold, signifying the divine nature of God as the base
for its building (Rev. 21:18b). The New Jerusalem is a golden mountain. Because we are the
constituents of this New Jerusalem, we must be gold. We were made of dust, but when we received
Christ as our life, we were regenerated into gold. In regeneration we received the divine life, the
golden life. In the old creation, represented by Adam, we were dusty men, but when we were
regenerated, we became golden men.

The base of the New Jerusalem is the solid foundation of the divine throne for the divine
administration (22:1b). The river of water of life, signifying the Spirit, proceeds from this
administration in the middle of the New Jerusalem’s street as the supply to the entire city (v. 1a). In
the river grows the tree of life, signifying Christ, as the main supply to the entire city through the
river (v. 2). The divine and human communication, signified by the street, proceeds from this
glorious center to reach all twelve gates of the city, in order to bring the entire city into the
submission to the one divine administration and to blend the entire city into the oneness of the one
divinity-mingled-with-humanity communication, fellowship (21:21b).

The throne on which God reigns is the center of the glory of the New Jerusalem. It signifies
God’s ruling, God’s reigning. A street comes out from the throne. This street connected to the
throne is for communication and mainly for the throne’s administration. The divine ruling has the
divine administration.

On the street there is the traffic, the going and coming. First, the street is for God’s going and
coming, which are for God’s administration. Eventually, this street becomes a “fellowship street.”
This fellowship is between the redeeming God and His redeemed people. The redeeming God and
His redeemed people must have going and coming fellowship. Not only so, God’s redeemed people
must have going and coming fellowship among themselves.

From the throne proceeds the river of water of life, signifying the Spirit, and this Spirit is
God’s f lowing out. On the throne, God is the Ruler. He is the One who reigns. But when He comes
out, He is the Spirit. In the middle of the street is the river, which is God proceeding out to be life
as water to quench the thirst of the entire city. First, the city has a throne and second, a street for
administration and fellowship. Third, in the fellowship is the river of water of life. Fourth, there is
the tree of life, signifying the second Person of the Godhead.

God f lows out in the third Person of the Trinity. Then the second Person of the Trinity is
Christ, the Son of God, as the tree of life that grows in the river and along its two sides to supply
life to nourish the entire city. This picture shows us that with the fellowship street we enjoy the
Spirit as the river and Christ as the tree of life. These three things—the street, the river, and the tree
of life—reach all the twelve gates, which signify God’s redeemed elect. The divine fellowship
brings God to all His redeemed people, to all the twelve gates, to bring all His redeemed people
back to Himself. First, the street goes from the throne to the twelve gates. Then it comes from the
twelve gates to the throne. (The Application of the Interpretation of the New Jerusalem to the
Seeking Believers, pp. 12-13)

TO JOIN WITH THE APOSTLES AND THE TRIUNE GOD
FOR THE CARRYING OUT OF GOD’S PURPOSE

In the fellowship of the divine life we join with the apostles and the Triune God for the
carrying out of God’s purpose. John’s word in 1 John 1:3 indicates the putting away of private
interest and joining with others for a certain common purpose. Hence, to have fellowship with the
apostles, to be in the fellowship of the apostles, and to have fellowship with the Triune God in the
apostles’ fellowship is to put aside our private interest and join with the apostles and the Triune
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God for the carrying out of God’s purpose. According to John’s writings, this purpose is twofold.
First, this purpose is that the believers may grow in the divine life by abiding in the Triune God
(2:12-27) and, based upon the divine birth, live a life of the divine righteousness and the divine
love (2:28—5:3) to overcome the world, death, sin, the devil, and idols (5:4-21). Second, it is that
the local churches may be built up as the lampstands for the testimony of Jesus (Rev. 1—3) and
consummate in the New Jerusalem as the full expression of God for eternity (Rev. 21—22). Our
participation in the apostles’ enjoyment of the Triune God is our joining with them and with the
Triune God for His divine purpose, which is common to God, the apostles, and all the believers.

When we enjoy the Triune God in the divine fellowship, we shall be brought into a situation
where spontaneously we join ourselves to the apostles and the Triune God for a common purpose.
God has a purpose, and the apostles work out God’s purpose. By enjoying the divine life in the
divine fellowship, we participate in this purpose and its outworking.

The purpose God desires to fulfill through the apostles and also through us is first that the
believers would grow in the divine life by abiding in the Triune God. Furthermore, God intends that,
based upon the divine birth, the believers would live a life of the divine righteousness and the
divine love to overcome the world, sin, death, the devil, and idols. Second, God’s purpose is that
the local churches would be built up as the testimony of Jesus and that ultimately this testimony
would consummate in the New Jerusalem. Therefore, God’s purpose is to have every child of His
grow in the divine life and live a life of righteousness and love to overcome all negative things.
Then the local churches will be built up as the testimony of Jesus, and ultimately there will be the
New Jerusalem as the eternal expression of the Triune God. This is God’s purpose, and this is the
burden of the apostles in their work. They have this purpose in common with God. Now we should
join them in the fellowship of the divine life, and this enjoyment of fellowship in the divine life will
usher us into the interests the apostles have in common with the Triune God. Along with the Triune
God and the apostles, our purpose will be the believers’ growth in life and their living a life of
righteousness and love to overcome negative things so that the local churches may be built up and
issue in the New Jerusalem as the consummate expression of the Triune God.

If we see what fellowship really is, we shall realize that fellowship is a great matter. However,
for years we have understood fellowship to be merely a kind of enjoyment in the divine life. We
have not seen that fellowship also involves a common interest. God does not supply us with
enjoyment without a purpose. God is purposeful, and He has a purpose in giving us the enjoyment
in the fellowship of His life. God’s purpose is to feed us so that we may grow in the divine life and
that with the divine birth as the basis we may live a life of the divine righteousness and divine love
to overcome the evil one, the world, sin, and all idols. It is also God’s purpose that the local
churches may be built up as the testimony of Jesus. Eventually, this testimony will consummate in
the New Jerusalem as the complete and eternal expression of the Triune God. This is the purpose of
the fellowship of the divine life. (Life-study of 1 John, pp. 48-50)
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